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The past year has been a significant one for Weybridge. Alongside the decision to progress toward a unitary 

authority, we have finally seen movement on several long-awaited developments: approval and now the start of 

construction for the new Health Centre, the opening of the Library Hub, the establishment of the Weybridge 

Business Improvement District (Discover Weybridge), and the transfer of the Community Centre’s management 

to a new organisation. These are all very welcome steps that will have a lasting impact on the town’s future. It 

has also been encouraging to see the new Weybridge Festival organisation deliver a successful community fair 

and other events over the summer. 

 

Last year, I spoke about the importance of creating more opportunities for residents, local organisations, and 

councillors to come together—sharing ideas and shaping the future of Weybridge. This year, we have seen that 

begin to take shape, with several joint meetings involving Elmbridge and Surrey councillors to discuss initiatives 

such as road improvements and town-centre projects. This collaborative approach led to the creation of a 

“wish list”—a live register of potential town improvements. One of the early priorities, increasing tree planting 

and introducing heritage wall art, has already resulted in a joint CIL bid with Discover Weybridge, supported by 

Surrey County Council. 

 

The Society has also had a busy year across its three core focus areas: Planning, Healthy Travel, and Placemaking. 

Brief summaries of these areas appear later in this report. I want to express my sincere thanks to all committee 

members for their substantial contributions to the Society’s work. 

 

The Society thrives on the energy, ideas, and commitment of its members—and we are now seeking volunteers 

to help us continue this work. Whether someone can spare a little time or a lot, whether they bring specific 

skills or simply enthusiasm, their involvement can make a meaningful difference. 

This is an especially important moment for the Society. With the reorganisation of local government and a 

reduction in the number of local councillors, strong, independent, non-political voices like the Weybridge 

Society will play an increasingly vital role in representing our community. As part of the proposed move to a 

unitary authority, new Neighbourhood Area Committees are expected to be established. Non-political 

residents’ societies would be members, and the Weybridge Society is an obvious candidate. 

 

We are looking for members who can support a wide range of activities—from organising events and assisting 

with communications, to engaging with the community, contributing to planning and research, or providing 

administrative help. Volunteering is a great way to meet people, influence local initiatives, and play an active 

part in shaping the future of Weybridge. We are also seeking new trustees. Please contact me or any committee 

member if you wish to explore how you may assist the Society in its work. 

 

COMMUNICATION  

Our regular email bulletins, which provide updates on the Society’s activities alongside local events and 

community news are highly valued by members and often passed on to other Weybridge resident groups. In 

2025 we issued more than 20 bulletins, including our bi‑annual Planning Bulletins that summarise significant 

current planning applications. We would like to remind members that if they change their email address, they 

should let us know so we can ensure they continue to receive these updates. 

 

Our website remains a key source of information about the Society’s work and is regularly updated with items 

from our bulletins. It is widely used by the public as a reference point for information about Weybridge, 

including local clubs, community organisations, history, walks, and details of the conservation areas. 
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Many of our news items are also shared on our Facebook page, which is followed by a large number of local 

residents. We further extend our reach by sharing posts into other local Facebook groups, enabling thousands 

more people to see them. In addition, we run a separate public Facebook group—Healthy Travel Weybridge—

which provides a forum for promoting more walking and cycling in the town. 

 

PLANNING  

During 2025/26 we continued to work closely with Elmbridge planners and local councillors to protect 

Weybridge’s character and influence planning outcomes. In the absence of an adopted Local Plan, the Society 

relied heavily on the Elmbridge Design Code and challenged decisions where we believed its principles were not 

being applied consistently. We also noted the risk of reduced local representation following devolution. 

 

We are disappointed that Elmbridge Borough Council has been prepared to grant planning permission for single 

dwellings that breach the Design Code. Doing so significantly undermines the Code’s authority and weakens its 

value as a tool for ensuring high‑quality, context‑appropriate development. 

Planning activity during the year included a number of significant applications and appeals. Outcomes were mixed, 

with the Heathdene appeal dismissed as over-dense, but the Weybridge Business Park appeal allowed, enabling 

24/7 operation. Brooklands remaine d a key concern, with limited visible progress at Abbey House/JTI and 

continued pressure arising from retrospective Amazon van parking at LEOS, which we opposed alongside local 

residents pending completion of the Sopwith Drive charging hub. We continued to respond to major proposals 

across the town, including in Oatlands and at the Weybridge Bowling Club site, pressing for appropriate design, 

amenity, parking provision and, where applicable, delivery of affordable housing. The trend for commercial-to-

residential conversions above shops continued, and we scrutinised schemes for design and living standards.  

 

We also supported conservation area consultations through CAAC and maintained our involvement with the 

London Green Belt Council, highlighting concerns about Green Belt land being reclassified and released for 

development. 

 

HEALTHY TRAVEL  

Healthy Travel Weybridge is a community-led programme created by the Weybridge Society to encourage 

more walking, wheeling, and cycling across the town. It brings residents, councils, and local organisations 

together to help shape safer, more connected streets, while supporting Surrey County Council’s wider 

ambitions for active travel and road safety. 

The initiative raises awareness of the health and wellbeing benefits of active travel, identifies barriers that make 

walking or cycling difficult, and promotes practical solutions. It listens to residents, shares consultations, and 

ensures local experience is fed into planning and decision-making. Partnerships with schools, businesses, and 

community groups are central to this work, alongside learning from best practice elsewhere. 

 

Over the past year, Healthy Travel Weybridge has shared insights from its Walking and Cycling Survey, 

contributed to discussions on 20mph limits, supported schools with their travel initiatives, and advanced plans 

for a new Stakeholder Forum. It has also launched a network-mapping project to identify safe routes and 

problem areas, helping inform Surrey’s future walking and cycling infrastructure plans. 

In March, the initiative held a well-attended Healthy Travel Forum, where the Survey results were presented and 

Surrey County Council officers outlined work on Vision Zero, Active Travel to School, and the Surrey Transport 

Plan. A follow-up meeting is planned for the autumn. 

 

To strengthen community involvement, a Healthy Travel Interest Group has been established for Society 

members who want to contribute their knowledge and ideas. Alongside this, the Healthy Travel Facebook 
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Group—open to all—has become a popular space for raising and discussing issues. Together, these initiatives 

ensure that community views are gathered, understood, and presented to local authorities to help assess needs 

and identify opportunities for improving Weybridge’s walking and cycling infrastructure. 

 

PLACE MAKING  

The Society’s placemaking work this year has been all about shaping the look, feel, and everyday experience of 

Weybridge—making the town greener, more welcoming, and richer in amenity. It has been another 

exceptionally busy period, with the team working across many fronts: improving crossings and road layouts, 

addressing maintenance issues such as overgrown pavements, and protecting the character that makes 

Weybridge distinctive. While riverside areas and Broadwater Lake continue to be monitored, the immediate 

focus has been on the town centre, where residents can expect to see noticeable, visible improvements. 

Much of this work aligns with the BID area, reflecting a shared ambition to create a greener, more attractive, and 

more sociable town centre. Several active projects are already under way. New street trees are being 

introduced in key High Street locations, helping to reduce pollution, improve sustainability, and soften the 

urban environment. Alongside this, a heritage-themed artwork programme is beginning with a mural on the 

Waitrose wall—designed to celebrate real Weybridge history, with current thinking centred on the horse-drawn 

barges of the Wey Navigation.  

 

Two major schemes aim to transform the gateways into the town. At the Health Centre entrance, the plan is to 

turn the existing green space into a true extension of the High Street—removing clutter, improving the 

sub-station area, and adding bright planting, curved seating, and a water feature. At the Baker Street entrance, a 

new planted social space with three trees and curved seating will create a welcoming meeting point and a more 

attractive approach to the street. Work is also planned to enhance the ambience of the Library Hub, with 

improved artwork and signage in the upper floors and shared spaces. 

 

Membership funds are being used to support these improvements, and accompanying slides show the locations 

of the new trees, examples of the artwork style, and proposed designs for the Health Centre and Baker Street 

areas. 

 

Looking ahead, shaping the future of Weybridge will depend on even more interaction with residents. The 

Society is encouraging greater feedback, more ideas, and more hands-on support. Key tools for this include the 

town’s Wish List of improvement ideas, the Vision Statement that guides planning principles, regular 

placemaking update bulletins, and the Register of Support for members who want to contribute their skills or 

time. 

 

EVENTS  

The Society hosted two presentations in the last year both at Brooklands Technical College. 

The first talk, held at Brooklands College in June ‘25, was delivered by Jonathan Wade, Lead Project Manager at 

National Highways for the M25/A3 Junction 10 scheme—the busiest point on the entire M25. His presentation 

gave the audience a rare opportunity to understand the full story behind this major project: how such a 

complex junction is being rebuilt, the challenges faced along the way, and the substantial improvements it will 

deliver when completed in 2026. 

Jonathan explained the key constraints that shaped the final design, outlined the extensive environmental works 

required, and showed how the scheme links with other major road projects in the area, including the A245, A3, 

and A320. 
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The second event was the Healthy Travel Forum held in March’26 again held at Brooklands College- see under 

Healthy Travel above. 

 

I would like to express the Society’s sincere thanks to Christine Ricketts, Principal and CEO, and to her 

colleagues at Brooklands College for the generous use of the College’s facilities and for the help and support 

they provided. 

 

ENGAGEMENT WITH WEYB RIDGE COUNCIL LORS  

In my last years’ report, I highlighted the agreement with Weybridge Councillors that a regular series of 

meetings would be established to cover key areas such as sharing updates, collaborating on important or 

potentially controversial issues, keeping the community informed, and facilitating connections between 

relevant parties.  I am pleased to report that several such meetings have been held over the last year and 

covered topics such as the road improvements programme and the public realm space at the junction of Baker 

Street.   I would like to extend my sincere thanks to our local councillors for their enthusiastic participation and 

support. 

 

RESOURCES  

As covered in my introduction this year has once again tested the Society’s ability to respond professionally and 

effectively to the many issues essential to our mission of enhancing life in Weybridge. For some time, much of 

our work has depended on the dedication of a small group of committed members. This year has underlined 

just how vital that work is—and how much our community relies on us to champion the issues shaping 

Weybridge’s future. 

 

To continue delivering meaningful impact, we need more people to join us. Several key committee roles—such 

as Secretary and Events Organiser—remain unfilled, and we are also seeking volunteers to support our core 

areas: Planning, Placemaking, and Healthy Travel. Whether you bring specialist expertise or simply enthusiasm 

for your town, your involvement would make a genuine difference. 

 

If you value the Society’s role in Weybridge and want to help strengthen our community voice, we would be 

delighted to welcome you. Please speak to any committee member to explore how you can get involved. Your 

time, energy, and perspective would be truly appreciated. 

 

I would also like to give special recognition to Andy Richardson. Andy joined the Executive Committee in 2018 

and soon took on the role of Treasurer, a position he has carried out with great dedication until stepping down 

at the end of December 2025. We are deeply grateful for his service, and we are delighted that he has kindly 

offered to continue supporting the Society with advice whenever needed. 

 

 

 

Dave Arnold 

Chairman 

Weybridge Society 

April 29th 2026 
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