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1 PREAMBLE 
 
At the 5th September 2024 meeting of the Executive Committee, it was agreed that the Society 
would sponsor a Blue Plaque Scheme.  It was noted that one dedicated to Helen D’Oyly Carte 
had already been arranged and it was unveiled by the Elmbridge Mayor on June 12th2024. 
 
In 2024 Heritage England announced a national scheme for Blue Plaques to run alongside the 
informal arrangements for districts outside London that had been in place for years.  Elmbridge 
Borough Council had decided not to sponsor Blue Plaques and had encouraged local 
organisations, such as the Weybridge Society and the Cobham Conservation and Heritage 
Trust, to take on the task. 
 
The purpose of the Weybridge Society Blue Plaque Scheme (WSBPS) is to commemorate those 
people who have had a strong association with Weybridge and have contributed significantly to 
human welfare or happiness.  The scheme is limited to the area of Weybridge1. 
 
This document lays out the criteria for the WSBPS to be administered by the Weybridge Society. 
It is based upon the criteria published by Historic England for the national scheme. 
 
2 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
 
2.1  Who can get a plaque? 
Figures proposed for commemoration must, without exception, have died at least 20 years ago. 
This is to ensure that the decision-making process is considered and supported by a sufficient 
period of reflection on a person's life and achievements. Animals and fictitious characters will 
not be considered. 
 
2.2 What must they have achieved? 
To be chosen for a plaque, a person must be regarded by the WSBPS panel to have made a 
significant contribution to human welfare or happiness; and/or to have made an exceptional 
impact in their field, community or on society at large. This impact could be in fields such as the 
arts, economics, education, law, literature, medicine, politics, or sport. Those selected can 
help us highlight the stories of people and communities whose history and lived experiences 
have sometimes been hidden from view or excluded from historic narratives and records. 
 
2.3 Suitability for National Scheme? 
It is not the objective of the WSBPS to act as an alternative to the National Scheme rather as a 
scheme which celebrates those who have made a significant contribution to Weybridge. 
 
2.4 Property associated with candidates 

• The property must have a strong, clear connection to the individual being 
commemorated, such as their birthplace, childhood home, key residence, workplace, or 
the site of a significant event in their life or career. Plaques should be placed on 
surviving buildings with documented proof of the individual's presence. If the exact 
building cannot be identified, an approximate location is acceptable. When multiple  

• addresses are associated with the individual; the nominator must select the one with 
the strongest connection. 

 
1 The Weybridge area is generally defined as KT13.  Areas which are not in KT13  but within the 3 EBC 
Weybridge wards will also be included. 
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• The building must be in a condition that the person being commemorated would 
recognize from the outside if they were alive today. 

 
2.5  Plaque locations – restrictions 
The National Scheme prohibits the installation of Plaques on buildings which are likely to have 
been associated with many people, making it hard to celebrate a single story and risking 
overwhelming the building with multiple plaques. 
These are listed as: 

• Royal Palaces 
• Educational buildings, such as schools or universities 
• Ecclesiastical buildings, such as churches, temples and places of worship 
• Military establishments 
• Hospitals 
• Hotels 
• Private clubs 

 
The WSBPS will take note of these National Scheme restrictions but as advisory only.   
 
3 PLAQUE DESIGN AND PLACEMENT 
3.1 Plaque Design 
The design of the Plaque is defined in Annex A 
 
3.2  Placement of Plaque 
The plaque must be easily visible from a public road or right of way. Plaques are generally 
placed on buildings rather than boundary walls or gate piers, as the latter are more prone to 
demolition.  
 
3.3 Existing plaques 
No more than 2 plaques are allowed on 1 building.  The WSBPS will not duplicate the 
commemoration of an individual for whom a Blue Plaque already exists on the selected 
building. Replacement of an existing plaque will be considered. 
 
 

 4 SELECTION PROCESS 
The WSBPS panel will assess applications from within the Society and third parties against the 
criteria outlined in sections 2 & 3.  The Application Form is given in Appendix A. 
 
The WSBPS panel will be formed from members of the Society’s Main Committee; external (non 
Main Committee members) members may be co-opted to the Panel on an ad-hoc basis. 
. 
 
  



WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY BLUE PLAQUE SCHEME 

 

ANNEX A BLUE PLAQUE DESIGN 
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APPENDIX APPLICATION FORM 
 
Will cover the following: 
Name, contact details of applicant 
Name and details of the person being honoured. Details to include name, birth and 
death date, proposed location of blue plaque, details of why the person has been 
nominated. 


