Questions and Answers
Weybridge Society AGM and Public Meeting - 30" April 2025

Financial

Q. Accounts query. Why was no insurance paid for the fair in 20237

A. The Society’s general insurance was sufficient to cover the insurance for the Community Fair in 2023
but in 2024, because of the large number of attendees expected, supplementary insurance was
required.

Q. Re the £27,300 balance on the account, do we need to keep this large sum at the bank? Why not give
more to local charities? Why not use a good amount on a recruitment campaign?

A. The Society always welcomes suggestions from members as to appropriate uses for the money
currently held. Money needs to be applied in promotion of the Society’s objects as set out on the
website —in summary, to protect and enhance the character and amenities of the town of Weybridge
and the surrounding area for the benefit of the public. We are expecting that some money will be used
as part of Placemaking initiatives for improving the town.

Q. Given money is always a challenge would Elmbridge consider private sponsorship of new facilities
(including giving naming rights)? This is very common in the USA and spreading to universities in the UK.
Good way to attract funds and Elmbridge has plenty of wealth.

A. At the meeting various Councillors responded saying that Elmbridge BC would have difficulty with
this because public bodies are not allowed to take private sponsorship, however donations made via a
Charity such as the Weybridge Society are likely to be acceptable.

Baker Street

Q. Re Baker Street possible changes, will this consultation be a formal one from EBC and when will this
be issued?

Q. Could consideration be given to opening up Baker Street again and making it one way thus removing
traffic from High Street and avoiding possible accidents in Baker Street with cars turning?

Q. The issue with reopening Baker Street is the speed of traffic from the right.

A. Surrey County Council have now started an initial engagement which runs to 30" June. Residents are
encouraged to respond by going to ‘Review of Barrier Arrangement on Baker Street’

Health Centre

Q. Health Centre - Weybridge people deserve and need to know when rebuilding will take place.

Q. Is there any progress report on the Weybridge hospital planning application? | have raised the
current delay a number of times with planning officers. There seems to be a wall of resistance to grant
final approval.

Q. Why has Weybridge health Centre not yet been rebuilt? Last November at a meeting with all the
plans it was indicated that it was due to restart in December/January 2025 but still nothing.

A.There is a current planning application with EBC. Large numbers of objections have been made about
a proposed way into the site from Portmore Way. Revised planning documents are now being prepared



https://www.weybridgesociety.org.uk/society-info/constitution-rules/
https://weybetterweybridge.commonplace.is/en-GB/proposals/v3/bakerstreet?step=step1
https://emaps.elmbridge.gov.uk/ebc_planning.aspx?requesttype=parseTemplate&template=PlanningDetailsTab.tmplt&Filter=%5eAPPLICATION_NUMBER%5e=%272024/3065%27&appno:PARAM=2024/3065&address:PARAM=Weybridge%20Health%20Centre%2022%20Church%20Street%20Weybridge%20Surrey%20KT13%208DW&northing:PARAM=164947&easting:PARAM=507302

removing the link from Portmore Way and instead enhancing access from the Minorca Road footpath.
The application is now not expected to go to the Planning Committee until July. When approved the
budget for the build cost needs to be agreed by the Government. The build is likely to take about 18
months.

Q. Sam Beare Woking is too far away. Will there be a Sam Beare hospital with the new Health Centre.

A. Sam Beare Hospice moved out of the old building in December 2016, seven months before the fire.
Woking and Sam Beare Hospices have since been based in their new facility in Goldsworth Park,
Woking. The majority of their services are now delivered by community-based teams rather thanin a
hospice building.

Q. New doctors etc. are needed for extra population. Where are they?
A. The NHS have said there will be room in the new building for the expansion of the GP practice.

Library

Q. When will the library be finished?

A. Cllr Tim Oliver said at the meeting it is expected to be finished in July/August.
A public consultation will be held on June 6" (2 to 8pm) in St James Church Hall. It is for the community
to give feedback on the look and usage of the facilities in the building.

Community Centre

Q. What will happen to the existing Community Centre when the library hub opens?

Q. The future of the Community Centre and its site is presently unclear to most residents. Can any
Weybridge councillor present please confirm whether or not all of them have reached a consensus on
what they will be championing as a group to maximise its continued benefit to our town going forward?
Willit continue as it did before it housed the library? Will all its existing services be squeezed in the
library hub? Or will the site be sold and repurposed and if so into what alternative?

A. Councillors at the meeting answered that the future of the Community Centre is still under
consideration. No decision has yet been made.

The Society is strongly in favour of keeping the Community Centre as the number of venues available for
community events is very limited in the town. The building provides flexible facilities which can be used
by a variety of community organisations.

Placemaking

Q. I have heard nothing about the environment, trees, wildlife etc., protection of the river, the dreadful
Morrison’s traffic island etc. Is there any interest on the committee?
A. The Society is certainly interested in environmental matters and has membership /representation on

the River Thames Community Advisory Group (CAG) and the Broadwater Lake Conservation Group as
well as the London Green Belt Council.

Q. Roundabout and junction flowerbeds are all in a bad state.
A. At the meeting it was said that Weybridge in Bloom does a lot regarding planting in various parts of
Weybridge. EBC is responsible for the roundabout sponsorship and flower beds.



Q. Could we ensure that the six-sided stone (originally atop the Duchess of York monument) is kept
safe? Suggested location is landscape area behind new library hub.

A. The stone is currently behind the hoardings around the Library building whilst work is ongoing. We
believe this area will be landscaped when the building is finished and the stone will remain there.

Traffic and Parking

Q. It seems to me that the biggest issue is traffic and parking.

Q. The only way to keep heavy traffic out of Weybridge is to use Heath Road rather than driving through
Weybridge. New roundabout at Weybridge station. No exit from Saint Georges Avenue.

Q. The junction of St George’s Avenue needs to be redesigned as does the junction with the station.

A. Clir Tim Oliver gave a response at the meeting saying that a review of the roundabout by the station
plus the St George’s Avenue junction is currently under way. Possible options include a zebra crossing
or traffic lights at the northern side of the railway bridge.

Q. Amazon renting space in Locke King Road is causing problems for people living down that road. Also
congestion and potential accidents accessing the main road.

A. Following refusal of the application for the parking of Amazon vans on the office sites in Locke King
Road, we raised this issue during a meeting with EBC's Development Manager. The response was that
issuing an enforcement notice would be counter-productive as the drivers would likely seek alternative
parking on local streets. EBC is currently considering an application for a multi-storey 550 vehicle
charging hub located adjacent to the Amazon buildings at Brooklands which, if permitted, will alleviate
the issue — EBC planning application 2024/2554.

Planning

Q. Elmbridge recently stopped publishing the names of responders to planning applications. This
seems to be contrary to a spirit of openness and transparency. What is the Society’s view on this? If the
Society agrees it is a retrograde step, what is it doing to reverse it?

A. As said at the meeting, the Society shares this concern, and has expressed its views to EBC about
the recent change.

At the meeting Councillors present said that the change was necessitated by GDPR requirements. It
was suggested that publishing postcodes is not in breach of GDPR and would address the main
concern of objections or support letters being sent by people out of area without it being obvious that
this is happening. The Society would as a minimum want Post Codes to be visible.

There is now an anomaly on EBC’s form with a box saying ‘Tick this box if you do not want your
comments published on our website’. Since names and addresses are now redacted this box is nho
longer needed, as one of the councillors pointed out. Cllr Peter Harman agreed to talk to officers about
this anomaly and report back to the Society.

Q. How is the Weybridge society going to respond to the need for affordable housing?

A. The need for affordable housing is fully recognised by the Society. We constantly address this issue
in our responses to planning applications, but EBC continues to accept 'Viability' documents from
developers citing that due to the cost of the land, the provision of 'affordable housing' is not viable on
most sites.



Q. What is the vision for overall planning development?

A. The overall vision for planning development is set out in the Local Plan to which the Society
contributes its comments during its preparation.

Q. How influential have the Society’s comments on planning applications been in determining the
outcome of the applications?

A. Both Councillors and EBC Officers have publicly stated that the views of the Society are valued and
taken into consideration when planning applications are determined.

Some recent examples are:

- 16 - 18 Oatlands Drive - Application for 33 flats. Refused by Elmbridge and taken to Appeal. Inspector
dismissed the Appeal. We submitted multiple letters to both EBC and the Planning Inspector.

- Turquoise Restaurant, Church Street - Retrospective application to retain new facade of this Listed
Building located in the Conservation Area after the Society raised the issue with EBC. Refused by
EBC. Decorative gold panels now removed and facade returned to original colour. The Society
submitted a letter of objection.

- 22 Oatlands Avenue - Application to construct a building comprising 8 flats on the site of a bungalow
following refusal of an earlier application for 10 flats. Several letters submitted - all applications
refused by EBC. Taken to Appeal and 'Dismissed' by the Appeals Inspector.

Local Government Reorganisation

Q. What is Weybridge Society’s view on the creation of a unitary authority?

Q. Does Weybridge Society anticipate that they can continue to serve Weybridge once the
reorganisation of Surrey County Council and Elmbridge BC takes place?

Q. Weybridge Society has very good ideas/objectives. Surely nothing will be achieved until the new
unitary reorganisation is completed.

A. At the meeting Cllr Tim Oliver gave a very comprehensive explanation of the current status and

proposals regarding creation of the new unitary authorities. Of particular interest are the proposed new
Community Boards which will include giving local resident organisations, like Weybridge Society, a
voice in decisions affecting local communities. Pending finalisation of the new unitary authority
structures, it is still very much “business as usual” with regard to many of the issues which the Society
is concerned with and about.

Weybridge Society’s Role

Q. What actions have been done to increase active participation? What actions have been taken to
increase active participation? | have heard the words | have not seen effective action.

A. Increasing active participation from members in the Society’s activities has been a challenge for
many years; the additional initiatives undertaken by the Society over the last few years has exacerbated

the need. The Society outlined its proposals for increasing its engagement with members and residents
and itis hoped that such action will increase active participation.

Q. All this talk about stakeholders, consultation, seeking opinions, etc. and other process issues but
what hard results have you achieved in the last year?

A. In fulfilment of its objectives, the Society has:

e Maintained the website and Facebook pages and published regular bulletins updating
Weybridge residents on matters of interest and relevance.



e Reviewed all planning applications affecting the town and submitted comments on any of note.

e Engaged with the local planning authority including providing input into the new Elmbridge
Design Code.

e Played a major role in the organisation of last year’s Festival and Fair.

e Liaised on an ad hoc basis with local councillors on a range of matters of concern to
residents. Inthis regard, the Society recently proposed a new initiative to our local councillors,
both EBC and SCC ones, that if we met together on a regular basis then we can improve results
for local residents. The idea was well received by Councillors and an inaugural meeting took
place in April. It was agreed that meetings should now should take place on a regular basis.

e Introduced its Blue Plaque Scheme in late 2023. Since its launch, two plaques have been
unveiled. The first, commemorating Helen D’Oyly Carte, was installed on June 12, 2024, on
D’Oyly Carte Island. The second, honouring Imre Horvath, was unveiled on March 2, 2025, at the
North West Surrey Synagogue

e Started a Healthy Travel Route Mapping project to help local people find the safest walking and
cycling routes around Weybridge and identify priority areas for improving paths and junctions.

Q. What are your top priorities in the next year?

A. Creating more opportunities for connection and collaboration; Bringing together residents, local
groups, and Councillors; Growing our membership; Encouraging active participation in the Society



