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WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY   
 
 
 
 

MINUTES of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
held at Christ the Prince of Peace Church Hall,  

Portmore Way, Weybridge KT13 8JD  
on Wednesday 24th April 2024 at 8pm 

 
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming some 69 members and guests including, Tim 
Oliver, Weybridge County Councillor and Leader of Surrey County Council and Elmbridge Borough 
Councillors, Peter Harman, Judy Sarsby, Charu Sood and Hilary Butler. 
 
The Chairman reported that Apologies for Absence had been received from Nick Tripp and Trevor 
and Judy Lewis. 
 
Terence Gale proposed and Barry Judd seconded the approval of: (a) The minutes of the Annual 
General Meeting held on the 29th June 2023 and (b) the Trustees’ Annual Report (including accounts) 
both of which had been previously circulated to members. This was carried unanimously. 
 
Lesia Scholey proposed and Douglas Robertson seconded the election of: (a) Raymond Spary as a 
Trustee, (b) Liam McKeevor as the Accounts Examiner, and (c) the Executive Committee – 
comprising Dave Arnold, Sally Bean, Barry Judd, Trevor Lewis, Steve McCarthy, Liz Pescod, Andy 
Richardson, Pauline O’Sullivan, Raymond Spary and Kay Williamson. This was carried without 
dissent. 
 
The Chairman proceeded to present his Report. He remarked that, once again, it had been a 
remarkably busy year for the Society. A summary of its achievements and planning initiatives could 
be found in two documents distributed to members as they “signed in” for the meeting. Dave went 
on to briefly address some key points: 

• Planning. The Society has diligently assessed planning applications as they arise, with 
some success, and details can be found in the document previously referred to. The 
Chairman noted that the number of applications - either approved or pending – closely 
aligned with the number identified for Weybridge in the draft Local Plan which spans a 15 
year period. However, Dave remarked that it was concerning that a significant proportion of 
these dwellings were flats whereas the demand appeared to be for 2/3 bedroom houses 
with gardens. Weybridge has approximately 40% flats and, alongside Walton-on-Thames, 
has the highest proportion of flats in Elmbridge. This imbalance places a strain on 
infrastructure, particularly roads. 

• WeyBetterWeybridge. The Society was delighted to hear the recent NHS announcement 
confirming funding approval for the new medical centre with completion promised for early 
2026 and fit out completed by 2027, a decade after the hospital fire! The Society had 
expressed disappointment that the Lord Mawson concept for the community centre could 
not proceed due to financial constraints. Meanwhile, Surrey County Council’s 
refurbishment of the library has commenced and the Society has been invited to join the 
Stakeholders Reference Group to monitor progress and, hopefully, influence the internal 
layout to ensure a vibrant community hub. However, the apparent inability to integrate the 
activities undertaken in the current Community Centre had been seen as a missed 
opportunity. 
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• Resources. The Society was fortunate to have Liz Pescod and Martin Stearman available to 
help in the preparation of documentation required for its role as a Rule 6 party at the 
Weybridge Business Park Public Inquiry. This was an excellent example of Society members 
stepping up and offering expert advice – legal and architect/town planning respectively – for 
a specific task. For some time, the Society’s work has been carried out by a small number 
of dedicated members. Fortunately, the Weybridge Festival Committee has strengthened, 
although they could still use a few more hands. However, the Society needs additional 
resources so the Chairman urged members and guests present who believe in the Society’s 
essential role in the community to “lend a hand”. 

  
The Chairman concluded by extending heartfelt thanks to all members of the Executive and 
Weybridge Festival Committees for their tireless efforts during the year. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm. 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, there were presentations from Committee members on: 

• Creating a vision for Weybridge – Pauline O’Sullivan, 
• Traffic and healthy travel – Steve McCarthy and Sally Bean, and 
• The Weybridge Festival – Dave Arnold 

 
 
B. A. Judd 
29.04.2024 
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