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This has been an especially active year for the Society, as Weybridge Town Centre undergoes major
changes. Key developments include the new Health Centre, the Library Hub, and several traffic
improvement projects. At the same time, the town continues to face challenges such as traffic
congestion, pressures on local retailers, and concerns about over-development. In response, both Surrey
and Elmbridge councils have launched initiatives aimed at increasing community engagement.

Amid this evolving landscape, the Society has spent the past year reflecting on how best to serve our
community. While our work in reviewing and highlighting planning applications remains highly valued, we
recognise the need to focus on achieving greater impact—particularly in shaping the future of
Weybridge. Planning, however, is only one part of our broader mission.

In recent years, organising the Weybridge Festival has required significant time and energy, which has
limited our ability to hold events for our members. To better connect with you and refocus on our wider
goals, we've made the decision to step back from running the Festival. A new charity will now take over
this role, freeing us to host more community events throughout the year and devote more attention to
our other key initiatives of Healthy Travel and Place Making.

We believe it's vital to create more opportunities for residents, local organisations, and councillors to
come together—sharing ideas and shaping the future of Weybridge. We hope this renewed focus will
also help grow our membership and inspire more people to take on active roles within the Society.

This spirit is captured in our new strapline: “Where community counts and your voice matters.”
PLANNING

Although major new planning applications remain limited, the Society has been actively involved in
numerous planning-related issues, these include

e Local Plan: Elmbridge has withdrawn the draft Local Plan after it was deemed 'unsound’ and has
started work on a new version, expected to take up to three years. In the meantime, planning
decisions will rely on the current plan and the new Elmbridge Design Code.

¢ National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF): The Society has met with EBC planners to discuss
housing targets and the pressure these create, including potential Green Belt release.

e Community Involvement: EBC will now redact names/addresses from public comments on
planning applications, a move the Society opposes due to concerns about transparency.

¢ Notable Planning Applications
These are summarised in the Planning Statement available at the AGM and on the website. The
Society continues its objections to the propensity of developers to build flats and care homes
rather than provide the dwellings that Weybridge needs that is 2/3 bedroom homes and
affordable housing. Weybridge already boasts nearly 40% flats as a percentage of dwellings, and
alongside Walton, has the highest proportion of flats in Elmbridge. This imbalance is likely to
strain our current infrastructure, particularly our roads.

HEALTHY TRAVEL
The Healthy Travel Core Team is now well established and meets every month. We are also setting up a
Healthy Travel Interest Group for Society members who want to actively support the effort and

contribute their knowledge or views. The Healthy Travel Facebook Group, open to anyone, is now a
popular online forum for raising and discussing issues.
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Recently, discussions here have indicated serious safety concerns from local residents regarding the new
arrangement of the junction of Old Wharf Way and Bridge Road. We conducted a survey of residents to
confirm that the concerns were widely held and have shared them with the council. We have also on
several occasions written to highlight issues and queries with the package of improvements being
implemented in Weybridge town centre.

We believe that a more community-driven approach to improving the local walking and cycling route
network is needed and have started to invite local people to contribute to a map of the best and worst
streets and junctions on their usual routes around the town. This will raise awareness of the safest routes
and may lead to practical short-term improvements such as cutting back vegetation or more substantial
investment via Local Walking and Cycling Infrastructure Plans, subject to funds being available.

PLACE MAKING

Trying to improve Weybridge for all users with community at its heart has been an uphill battle and
changes and delays in implementing plans to community buildings has added to the frustration. There is
still the potential to hugely enhance the look and feel of the town centre if more creativity and synergy
can be adopted to the entrances of the Library Hub, Health Centre and Baker Street. The challenge to
create community meeting and mingling spaces remains and Baker Street appears to be the last
opportunity. One notable success that is helping to improve the visual impact of new developments is
the implementation of the new Elmbridge Design Code and planning validation process. However, this is
only a guideline, and the huge Government increase in housing targets and to National Planning
Framework could facilitate overriding selected guidelines and allow Green Belt to be used. Regarding
riversides, there are still delays in finalising the nationally significant River Thames Scheme and even
making the request for the Government sanction is now unlikely before 2026. Also, the Environment
Agency has made little inroads into moving on unauthorised boats along Desborough Channel and the
decision still awaited on whether overnight parking will be prohibited in adjacent laybys to make seemly
permanent moorings less attractive.

COMMUNICATION

Members receive our regular email bulletins with information about the Society's activities as well as
local events and community news. Over 20 bulletins were sent out in 2024, including our bi-annual
Planning Bulletins summarising significant current planning applications. We should remind members that
if they change email addresses, they should notify us so as to ensure they continue to get the bulletins.
The website is a key source of information about the Society's work and is regularly updated with our
bulletin items. It is widely used by the public for information about Weybridge including information on
clubs, community organisations, local history, walks and the conservation areas. Many of the news items
are posted on our Facebook page which is ‘followed' by many local people. We also 'share’ our posts onto
other local Facebook groups followed by thousands of residents. Separately we have a Facebook public
group called Healthy Travel Weybridge, which is a forum for promoting more walking and cycling in the
town.

BLUE PLAQUES

The Society launched a Blue Plaque Scheme in late 2023. Since then, two plaques have been unveiled. The
first, honouring Helen D'Oyly Carte, was installed on June 12th, 2024, on D’Oyly Carte Island. The second,
dedicated to Imre Horvath, was unveiled on March 2nd, 2025, at the North West Surrey Synagogue.
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ENGAGEMENT WITH WEYBRIDGE COUNCILLORS

The Society has always valued its strong working relationship with both Elmbridge Borough and Surrey
County Councillors. While engagement has taken place over the years, it has largely been on an ad-hoc
basis. An example of this is the recent Councillor led HGV ban where the Society provided comms
support. Recognising the benefits of more consistent collaboration, the Society recently proposed
establishing a regular series of meetings with our local councillors. These meetings aim to cover key areas
such as sharing updates, collaborating on important or potentially controversial issues, keeping the
community informed, and facilitating connections between relevant parties. We're pleased to report that
this proposal was warmly welcomed, and our inaugural meeting recently took place on April 17th. | would
like to extend my sincere thanks to our local councillors for their enthusiastic participation and support.

RESOURCES

This year has truly tested the Society's capacity to professionally and effectively address the many issues
vital to fulfilling our mission of enhancing the Weybridge community. For some time, the Society’s work
has relied on the dedication of a small group of committed members. However, to maximise our impact,
we urgently need additional support. Several committee roles remain unfilled—including Secretary and
Events Organiser—and we are also seeking volunteers to assist with our core focus areas: Planning,
Placemaking, and Healthy Travel. If you value the role the Society plays in our community, please
consider stepping forward. Speak to any committee member about how you can get involved—we'd be
grateful for your help.

On behalf of the Society, | would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all members of the Executive
Committee, our helpers and advisors and the 2024 Festival Organising Committee for their tireless
dedication over the past year.

| would also like to give special recognition to Raymond Spary. Raymond has been a cornerstone of the
Society for nearly two decades, having served on the Executive Committee for approximately 20 years,
including a term as Chairman, and a Charity Trustee since 2016. He has recently chosen to step down
from both the committee and his role as Trustee. Raymond’s contribution to the Society has been truly
invaluable. His passion and expertise—particularly in the areas of Planning and Conservation—have
greatly shaped our work. We are deeply grateful for his service and are pleased that he has kindly offered
to continue supporting the Society with advice when needed.

Dave Arnold
Chairman
Weybridge Society
April 30t 2025

www.weybridgesociety.org.uk Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) Reg # 1167053



http://www.weybridgesociety.org.uk/
http://www.weybridgesociety.org.uk/

