Shaping the Future of Weybridge

- Your views

APPEARANCE

s¢Character

**Maintenance of streets, pavements, grass cutting
**Entrances to Weybridge & arterial roads

s Connectivity between shopping areas

**High street & other shopping areas

s Public Space

s Access & signage

COMMUNITY AMENITIES

**Shopping experience

**Mix of shops

**Opportunities for the community to mix

**Amenities for all ages
¢ Parks & recreation ground
*»Watersides - rivers and lake

*»* Accessibility and parking
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Oatland Village: Retaining its character Temple Market: Art Deco




3.2 Weybridge 2023 (extract from EImbridge Design Code Feb 2024)

The key characteristics of Weybridge as
identified by the residents are:

Weybridge has very distinctive area types
with different characters including tree

lined avenues with setback houses, historic
terraces, Victorian and Edwardian streets and
post-war areas such as the Span Estates, as
well as the unique Whiteley Village.

» The watercourses of the River Wey, Wey
Navigation, River Thames as well as
Desborough Island and Broadwater Lake
are very important. As are the green spaces
which characterise areas both individually
and collectively.

* The town centre has a strong structure which
has supported layers of change resulting
in a mix of buildings with some stand-out
landmarks including St James’ Church and
spire. The centre has evolved over history
and still retains four distinct shopping areas
with their own characters.

* Brooklands is an important destination
for residents and visitors but is not well
integrated into the rest of the town. Adjacent
to this is the business area of Brooklands
which is an important local employment hub.

* There are many residential areas which
largely comprise extensive, high quality and
gated neighbourhoods with large detached
properties with some in private estates,
including St Georges Hill.

« Weybridge settlement comprises 6
conservation areas: Weybridge Monument
Green, Weybridge, Wey Navigation,
Weybridge Templemere, Brooklands and
Whiteley Village Conservation Areas.

Fig 3.9 Attractive town centre with
distinctive and historic buildings

Fig 3.10 Pockets have been built
with their own distinctive styles,
including Span estates (Span Estate,
Templemere, credit Google Earth)

Fig 3.11 Modern and innovative
architecture (Dunton House, credit
Google Earth)
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Fig 3.12 Residential streets with
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historic architecture with varied
roofscapes and front gardens
(Dorchester Road, Weybridge, credit
Google Earth)

Fig 3.13 New development in the style
of older architecture

Fig 3.14 Green character permeates
residential areas (Staniland Drive,
Weybridge, credit Google Earth)

Fig 3.8 Challenges in Weybridge and future vision and ideas to address these
challenges

CURRENT CHALLENGE AS
IDENTIFIED BY THE RESIDENTS

FUTURE VISION / IDEAS

Central area

Explore ways to ease traffic and prioritise
pedestrians and cyclists. Identify opportunities

for additional greening in the centre and ensure
new development incorporates this effectively.
Look for opportunities to code for shopfront
signage, pedestrian access and experience, traffic
management, as well as suitable parking provision/
location.

A highly trafficked and inconsistent
quality to the High Street, including
the risk of losing greenery to new
development

Identify prevailing height, plot size, materials,
building line and roofscape in centre and translate
these to clear parameters so that new development
is in keeping with character.

Taller and bulkier development that is
coming forward is uncharacteristic

Identify how upper units on the High Street can
be made more flexible and attractive to tenants by
reconfiguring space.

Space in town centre is not used as
efficiently as it could be

Identify opportunities to create cycle and walking
paths, green infrastructure and innovative
intensification around Brooklands.

A poor integration and use of
Brooklands

Residential area

Larger properties and plots are being
subdivided and developed and can
compromise the style and scale of area.

Identify the parameters for sensitive subdivision to
stop inappropriate densification.

Poor walking and cycling routes to key
nodes including centre, station and
green space

Create and/or improve direct walking and cycling
routes from residential areas to centre, station and
green spaces.

Losing front gardens to parking leading
to a loss of green infrastructure and
increase flooding risk

Code for greening of front gardens alongside
parking. Identify further opportunities to green the
public spaces in residential streets.

Code for ways to avoid new development being
gated, or approach in a friendlier way such as
through hedges or trees.

Gated communities and housing can
give an unwelcoming and urban feel
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Elmbridge Design Code — Mandatory design elements @z 1

Mandatory elements in red are critical to the local context and character.

. MOVEMENT - support Healthy Travel in station links, off-road routes, site access, cycle parking, plus car parking
standards including non-residential.

Permeable hard standing to minimise runoff.

Cycle parking to meet Development Management Plan 2015 minimum levels, be secure and allow well-lit natural
surveillance plus dedicated cycle storage.

Rows of surface parking bays and parking in front of buildings must be relieved by soft evergreen landscaping, at least
after every 3™ bay.

. NATURE - street greening, urban greening, enhancing riversides, wetlands
All new streets to be tree lined and new developments to achieve biodiversity
net gain.
River edges to be enhanced and retain their natural character.

Flood risk to be minimised from all sources of flooding and not increase flood risk elsewhere. Surface water runoff to be
controlled in flood zones 2 and 3.

Incorporate opportunities for the storage/absorption of rain/flood water.
Drainage must meet Sustainable Drainage Design standards and techniques.

. IDENTITY - local vernacular, high street frontages
e The site to meet the local vernacular and character of its surroundings through the materials and construction
approach.
e For Guidance- shop fronts to respect the host building and character of area, facias not dominate the facade in colour
or size, especially on historical buildings, security grills to be internal, permeable, and coloured to reflect the wider
design.

. USES - animating streets, improving mixed-use of land

. HOMES & BUILDINGS - functional, accessible, sustainable homes, support the health and well-being of users, private
amenity space
e Designated bin storage and collection must be fully integrated into the design.

PUBLIC SPACES - enhancing the public realm, new open spaces
Trees/planting along streets and in front gardens must bring nature into the streetscape.

All outdoor play spaces must be well overlooked, accessible from footpaths + offer sunshine, shelter, shade, plus views
6. possible.

All street furniture to meet Department of Transport standards.

. RESOURCES - conserve natural resources, meet climate change targets & limit energy demands




Elmbridge Design Code — Mandatory design elements Page 2

Mandatory elements in red are critical to the local context and character.

8. Built Form - plot coverage, density, building heights, roofscape, townscape legibility, extensions to buildings, building

lines, street rhythm.
Plot ratios - Consistent with adjoining properties.
Floor area ratio - Consistent density with surrounding properties.

Townscape legibility — Positive contribution to townscapes. No monotonous uninterrupted linear frontages. No blank
facades if street facing.

Roofscapes - unbroken rows of terraces must remain consistent. New dormers to reflect positively
positions/proportions of existing facades & openings.

Building heights — No higher than an average of all surrounding buildings with a 25m radius. Where heights are not
consistent along a street a new building cannot be higher than ones either side. Where there is considerable variation,
the development must compliment the heights of adjoining buildings.

Significantly taller buildings must:
o be of exemplary design quality
o stand out as making a positive contribution to context & character of the area
o provide a significant public benefit that cannot be met by adopting the acceptable height threshold
o deliver exceptional sustainability benefits and build design, construction, operation, and connection to the
surrounding area
o provide a clear townscape rationale
o deliver significant contribution to the public realm with new high-quality open space
o notresult in a setting dominated by parking or could impact residential roads.

Building lines must identify and maintain the existing line where consistent and established. Infill extensions must be
subordinate to the primary building line.

Street rhythm — must respect the urban grain within a 50m radius of the site and local/strategic views. Where plots are
amalgamated new development must express the character & frequency of the historic grain.

9. LIFESPAN - quality, simplicity, adaptability, long-term management




