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2023/24 WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY ACTIVITIES v
AND ACHIEVEMENTS

This document summarises the major activities and achievements undertaken by the Weybridge Society
from the last AGM in June '23 last year to April ‘24. It has been issued to support the Society’s AGM on
April 24t 2024, together with a summary of the Society’s views on planning applications during that
period which is contained in a separate document.

1 WEYBETTERWEYBRIDGE

The Society maintained its strong interest in the WeyBetterWeybridge project which covers the rebuilding
of the medical centre, improvements to the library and community centre and recently added changes to
the town centre roads and pavements.

Throughout the period the Society has been represented on the Stakeholder Reference Group which has
been kept advised on the developments relating to WeyBetterWeybridge. The Society has had positive
involvement in the medical centre building finish, landscaping, and trees and it has recently been
announced that funds have been authorised for the redesigned building to be completed in early 2026.

In the summer, in collaboration with a local project development consultancy, the Society presented an
alternative concept for a community hub that could broadly match the cost of the funded SCC proposal
based to refurbish the current library building. Our proposal drew from designs generated by the
WeyBetterWeybridge programme led by Lord Mawson and encompassed the provision of a modern,
purpose-built facility to house activities currently provided by the library and Weybridge Community
Centre, among other benefits such as a piazza and additional car parking. Subsequently, in two meetings
held with SCC and EBC, concerns were raised that the allocated funding could be lost due to the significant
time it would take to develop an alternative business case, which would involve EBC agreeing to
development on the Churchfields car park, among other factors. Considering these circumstances, SCC
opted not to delay its current program and therefore would not proceed with detailed consideration of the
Weybridge Society option. While the Society was disappointed with this decision, it acknowledged SCC's
concerns and turned its attention to providing suggestions for a more creative and flexible refurbishment of
the library to deliver a community hub, however, little change has been accepted.

SCC Road Usage Improvements - The programme also included a set of plans to improve traffic, junctions,
and pedestrian crossings in the area. Following a detailed appraisal of the plans by members of the
committee, the Society responded to say that, while we strongly supported some of them including the
20mph speed restrictions, we felt that the proposal lacked a strategic consideration of the overall network
of roads in Weybridge. We were also unsure of the extent to which some of the changes would really help
active travel in the town. The Healthy Travel Working Group (see below) will shortly be initiating a route
evaluation and mapping exercise which aims to develop a view of the network that reflects the experiences
of Weybridge people of all abilities and ages.

2 ELMBRIDGE DESIGN CODE

The Society responded to the consultation on the draft EBC Design Code, just adopted on April 17t as part
of Elmbridge Local Plan. The Design Code provides a comprehensive and well-illustrated set of design
parameters that highlight what is essential to safeguarding and improving the character of our towns and a
major improvement on previous guidance documents. However, it can only be effective if fully enforced
by EBC Planning Officers and our local councillors through a more stringent adherence to the stipulated
mandatory design requirements.

3 IMPROVING THE LOOK OF WEYBRIDGE

Cleared, maintained, and planted the 40m walled bed on Heath Road, with the Society and The Waverley
restaurant funding the plants.

Introduced and planted two new triangular planters outside Mandarin Stone and Wooden Heart Kitchen
Shop in the Quadrant with Weybridge Men’s Shed undertaking the construction, Alsford Timber Merchants
contributing the wood with the Society making a financial contribution and the respective shops paying for
the plants.

4 CREATING A VISION FOR WEYBRIDGE

Progress on the Vision has been limited by the level of work required in trying to improve the outcome on
the number of the major projects involving EBC and SCC. Given their scale and level these will have a
significant impact on the look, feel and amenities of the town and any future vision. Enforcement of the
new Elmbridge Design Code will be fundamental in delivering a Vision for Weybridge and preventing
further erosion of its character and eyesores such as Bridge House in the High Street.
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5 TRAFFIC & NEW DEVELOPMENTS

Following on from a survey of members and residents, which included asking what people did not like
about Weybridge, a study was carried out on why traffic levels have increased so much recently. It
identified that over the last few years warehousing and parcel delivery activity from the Brooklands
Industrial area had increased considerably. Deeper evaluation of the new and unlet warehouse capacity at
Brooklands showed that it had the potential to generate further significant increase in traffic levels. This
together with all the major new planning applications and proposals for housing in the
Weybridge/Brooklands area resulted in the production of a presentation to highlight all the issues and the
effect it is having on residents. In late November a meeting was held with Surrey and Elmbridge Councillors
to highlight these current development issues in Weybridge and discuss what could be done about future
increases in traffic. These discussions are on-going.

6 HEALTHY TRAVEL

Our Healthy Travel Initiative aims to reduce traffic in the town by encouraging local people to walk and
cycle more and seeking ways of overcoming obstacles to walking and cycling. However, the increasing
volume of local commercial traffic, combined with the unsuitability of local roads is a major deterrent to
active travel. We therefore put a lot of effort into producing evidence that the Weybridge Business Park
Appeal should be dismissed on the grounds that it was inconsistent with Surrey’s Active Travel and
Mobility Strategy and Active Travel England’s statutory guidance. We also gathered evidence on dangerous
driving by HGVs in Church Street and Heath Road in support of the petition to limit their access to this
area.

This work has slowed down our efforts to actively promote and facilitate Healthy Travel this year, but we
have now established a small working group and are developing plans to move forward which include a
publicity campaign and talking to schools about their active travel efforts to see where we can help them.
We are also developing a map of safe routes around the town.

We have joined Green Elmbridge which is a network that connects community groups in ElImbridge that
have an interest in environmental improvement.

7 COMMUNICATIONS & PUBLICITY

During 2023 our bulletins kept people informed on points of local interest; around 30 email Bulletins were
sent to members covering about 120 news items. Many of the items were also posted on the Society
website and on the Society Facebook page.

Considerable work was done on the website to produce a set of pages for the Weybridge Festival. A
Weybridge Festival Facebook Group was established to share all the information about the events and
activities for the Festival and Community Fair.

8 WEYBRIDGE FESTIVAL

Following the success of the 2022 Jubilee Fair and Arts Festival, the Society launched the 2023 Weybridge
Festival which was held over a 10-day period from 17th - 25th June. The Community Fair was held in
Churchfields Recreation Ground on Saturday June 24th. As a part of the expansion of the Festival, a Visual
Arts Exhibition was held during the week starting June 17t" and included exhibits in 5 categories of art
which were displayed in the main hall of the Library and at Oatlands Park Hotel. During the festival musical
events were held at several pubs, literary events at bookshops and themed dinners at local restaurants.

In 2023 an extra stage was added to the Community Fair and some 30 plus performances were made.
These included school choirs, dance schools, musical acts, and community theatre. There were 30 market
stalls co-ordinated by McLaren Fine Foods and some 70 community stalls presenting a huge range of
activities and interests that can be found in Weybridge. Unfortunately, the dog show was cancelled due to
the high temperature on the day. However, the day was a huge success with an estimated 8,000
attendees. Plans are underway for holding the Festival this year from 14t to 23" June.

9 WEYBRIDGE RIVERSIDES

River Thames — As part of the Community Advisory Group (CAG) committee (linked to Thames Landscape
Strategy Group) the Society attended quarterly meetings, the River Thames Arcadian Conference plus a
workshop and final consultation on The River Thames Scheme. It has contributed to achieving further
progress on improving riversides, flood alleviation, removing the blight of long stay unauthorised boats,
and increasing pressure on Thames Water and the Government to address the issue of sewage release and
poor water management.

CIL Funding for renovation work on Weybridge Point is now lost due to lack of Environment Agency
approval but could be undertaken as a by-product of implementing the River Thames Scheme. To help
deter long stay boats the next SCC Parking Review will consider the request of the Society to consider
limiting overnight parking along Walton Lane.

Broadwater Lake - The Society is supporting the newly formed Broadwater Lake Conservation Group in
progressing essential renovation and improvement work.
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