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THE WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY 
 

MINUTES of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING held at Heathside School, 
Brooklands Lane, Weybridge KT13 8UZ on Thursday 29th June 2023 at 8pm. 

 
 
The Chairman, Dave Arnold, opened the meeting by welcoming some 70 members and guests. The 
Chairman expressed a special welcome to non-members, Local Councillors and the speakers, Adam 
Chalmers, Chief Executive Officer, Elmbridge Borough Council, Kim Tagliarini, Head of Town Planning, 
Elmbridge Borough Council, and the Weybridge County Councillor and Leader of Surrey County Council, 
Tim Oliver. 
 
The Chairman reported that Apologies for Absence had been received from Michael Julien. 
 
Approval of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the 30th June 2022 were proposed by 
Andy Richardson and seconded by Kay Williamson and carried unanimously. 
 
The Trustees Annual Report for the year ended 31st December 2022 (including the annual accounts) had 
been circulated to members prior to the meeting. Its adoption was proposed by David Bean, seconded by 
Raymond Spary and carried unanimously. 
 
The Chairman advised the meeting that the Society’s Constitution required two Trustees to stand down 
and this year it was himself and Nick Thripp. He was willing to be re-elected but Nick had decided not to 
seek re-election. Dave Arnold’s re-appointment was proposed by Barry Judd, seconded by Mike O’Sullivan 
and carried unanimously. The Chairman presented Nick with a gift and thanked him wholeheartedly for 
his support and advice and, in particular, for his sterling efforts as the guiding force behind the extremely 
successful Weybridge Festival. 
 
Liam McKeevor’s re-adoption as Accounts Examiner was proposed by Andy Richardson, seconded by 
Barry Judd and carried unanimously. 
 
Following Nick Thripp’s retirement, the Chairman reported that the remaining members of the Executive 
Committee – namely himself, Sally Bean, Barry Judd, Trevor Lewis, Steve McCarthy, Pauline O’Sullivan, 
Andy Richardson, Kay Williamson and Raymond Spary – were willing to stand for re-election. Mike 
O’Sullivan proposed the Committee’s election “en bloc”. This was seconded by Vicky McLeod and carried 
unanimously. 
 
The Chairman proceeded to present his Report: 

1. Planning. Dave drew the meeting’s attention to the number of homes planned in the Brooklands 
area (902 in total) – 32 houses and 218 flats at St George’s Gardens (planning application 
pending); 205 extra care flats at Members’ Hill (permitted, subject to conditions); 21 flats at 6 
The Heights (approved); 106 flats at Abbey House (pending); and 87 houses and 233 flats at 
Brooklands College – a Green Belt site (pending). Dave asked the meeting to note that the vast 
majority of dwellings proposed were flats. [The proportion of flats in Weybridge is currently 
around 34% but this will rise to 40% if all these developments are approved]. Dave also pointed 
out that only one of these schemes included affordable homes (128 units in total) so these 
projects were not meeting the Council’s stated requirements. Dave also expressed concerns 
about traffic and infrastructure. 
Dave also highlighted the revised development proposed at the Weybridge Business Park in 
Addlestone which, although not within The Elmbridge Borough Council area – who, incidentally, 
it was noted, had not objected to the previous, fortunately, refused application – raised concerns 
about HGV movements in the Weybridge area. 

2. e-survey results. Dave reported that there had been 103 responses – approximately 50/50 
between members and non-members. The Society’s bulletins and website were, generally 
speaking, well regarded as being both interesting and informative. The Society’s Planning Panel 
was viewed as effective when highlighting and communicating development plans and issues. 
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However, some respondents felt that the Society was not visible or active enough on social 
media and, although appreciative of The Weybridge Festival, they wanted to see more 
community related activity. The membership “proposition” appeared unclear. Offers of help 
were received and welcomed but, unfortunately, some were anonymous! Many diverse 
comments were received about the state of the town. Dave illustrated the “weight” of the survey 
comments to the meeting by the use of “word clouds” showing what the respondents liked and 
disliked about Weybridge. 

3. Healthy travel. Dave spoke firstly about the current situation – traffic (congestion/noise/air 
quality/HGV’s/increase due to new development); the need for the Authorities to promote 
active travel to meet climate change targets; the fact that many people are scared to walk 
because of cyclists on the pavements whilst cyclists are scared of motorists; poor quality 
infrastructure, e.g. condition of pavements and the Weybridge Station junction. He then 
proceeded to talk about how he thought the Society could help – build on the success of the 
Brooklands accessibility partnership; partner with the County Council on active travel strategies 
such as infrastructure projects and the design of a safe local route network; insist that all 
developments are properly evaluated for their effect on active travel; promote considerate 
behaviour; path clearing initiatives; and work with schools to promote and incentivise walking 
and cycling. 

4. Weybridge Vision. Dave spoke first about its aims – improvement of amenities, harmony of 
building design and landscape; creation of a thriving community; and minimisation of the 
domination of the A317 on the feel of the High Street. Dave then went on to talk about specific 
ideas to improve: (a) the public realm, (b) amenities, and (c) landscaping.  

5. The Weybridge Festival (June 16th to 25th) – a Society sponsored event. Dave firstly praised the 
work of the organising committee (Judy Sarsby, David Bean, Paul Povey, Barry Richards, Nick 
Thripp, Niall Gallagher, Olivia Van Pelt and Valerie Ellis). He also thanked Brooklands Radio for 
their invaluable assistance, McLaren Fine Foods for organising and running the market stalls at 
the Community Fair on June 24th, Hamptons, Haleon and Ultimate Classic Car Hire for their 
sponsorship and, last but not least, Surrey County and Elmbridge Borough Councils for their 
support and financial assistance. The launch dinner at Brooklands College on June 16th had been 
a great success. Drama, reading and music performances had taken place at the Synagogue, St 
James’s Church and in local pubs (including a quiz). A visual arts competition in 5 categories had 
taken place at the Library and at Oatlands Park Hotel. Other events such as poetry/literary 
readings had taken place in local book shops. The Chairman shared photographs of the Festival 
with the meeting. The Community Fair on June 24th had an estimated – not by the Society but by 
traders/stall holders – attendance of 8,000. There had been 20 acts on 2 stages. All 4 primary 
schools in Weybridge sent choirs. There were approximately 100 stalls, a beer tent run by 
Vandals Rugby, a bungee trampoline, a fire engine (and crew) and cars from Brooklands Museum 
and Ultimate Classic Car Hire. Unfortunately, the dog show had to be cancelled due to the hot 
weather. 

6. Priorities for next year. The Chairman emphasised the need to recruit a Secretary, a Magazine 
Editor, an Events Manager and more support for the Planning Panel. Dave also referred to the 
Society’s cash reserves and the fact that they needed to be used to support its own (and other) 
projects and use its charitable status to attract funds. He also thought that the Society needed 
to be more proactive and build on its success in cooperating with Surrey County and Elmbridge 
Borough Councils.  

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm. 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, the Chairman introduced presentations from Adam Chalmers 
(assisted by Kim Tagliarini) and Tim Oliver who willingly answered numerous questions submitted 
either prior to the meeting by members or from the audience. 
 
The Chairman expressed grateful thanks to Adam, Kim and Tim for their contributions and closed the 
proceedings at 9.45pm. 
 
B. A. Judd      07.07.2023           
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