
Wednesday April 24th 2024

Annual General Meeting
8 pm
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AGENDA

1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Apologies for Absence  
3. Approval of Minutes of last AGM –June 29th 2023 (tabled)
4. Approval of Trustees’ Annual Report, including Annual Accounts (tabled)
5. Election of Trustee (s)
6. Election of Mr Liam McKeevor as Accounts Examiner for 2024
7. Election of Executive Committee –

– Those standing who are currently on the Executive Committee 
– Nominations 

8. Short Chairman’s Report  
9. Any Other Business 
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Chairman’s Short Report

Planning

WeyBetterWeybridge

Resources
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ANY OTHER BUISNESS
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Creating a Vision

Pauline O’Sullivan
24 April 2024 
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The Context 
Complex considerations involved
Traffic, accessibility, 
appearance, amenities  

The Need

 Influence the planning system 
which is failing Weybridge

 Stop piecemeal change

 Look at Weybridge as a whole 
town & community

 Introduce one plan that frames 
the future vision
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The Context – work to date

 Considering residential areas & central   
4 shopping areas

 Identifying positives & negatives

 Trying to mitigate major 
uncoordinated change    

 Providing feedback on new 
Elmbridge Design Code

 Outlining the content of a vision            
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Elmbridge Design Code- supporting a vision
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 Defines how context, history & 
character must be built into design

 Highlights the Weybridge   
characteristics, challenges & solutions 

 Sets a framework of 9 design elements

o Movement - links, access, routes
o Nature – greening, flood risk
o Built form - context, compliance
o Identity – local character
o Public Spaces - enhancement
o Uses – visual improvement/usage
o Homes & Buildings - desirable
o Resources- sustainability targets
o Lifespan - quality, adaptability, 

long-term management



Elmbridge Design Code - potential impact

Bridge House in the High Street
would not meet the new Code

The built form design element – musts   

a.   Consistency of plot ratio

b.   Consistency of floor area ratio

c.    Building height average within 25m  

d. Significantly taller buildings must meet                       
7 mandatory factors 

e.    Positive contribution to townscape 

f.    Consistency of roofscapes

g.   Maintenance of building lines

h.   Maintenance of street rhythm 

within 50m radius
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Creating a vision

 Is there community support for the need?

 Is the Weybridge Society the accepted  driver for the vision?

 Can consultation be made sufficiently effective?

What are the imperative principles to incorporate?

What needs to be protected & improved within the town?

 How can a Vision be agreed, accepted & enforced?
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Creating a vision
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Next Steps

 Establish EBC, SCC & councillor support in principle

 Confirm community commitment and participation

 Review Planning System enforcement process with EBC

 Understand potential Business Improvement District plans

What’s Vital

interaction         views          ideas          feedback          involvement



Shaping the future of Weybridge

Appearance

• Character

• Maintenance of streets, 
pavements, grass cutting

• Entrances to Weybridge 
& arterial roads

• Connectivity between 
shopping areas

• High street

• Public spaces

• Wayfinding

Community amenities

• Shopping experience

• Mix of shops

• Opportunities for the 
community to mix

• Amenities for all ages 

• Parks & recreation ground 

• Watersides - rivers and lake

• Accessibility and parking
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Weybridge’s Traffic Problems:
Is Healthy Travel an answer?

Steve McCarthy & Sally Bean
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Traffic in Weybridge is getting worse

Factors Creating Congestion
• M25 ‘Relief Road’
• Insidious growth of Brooklands 

Industrial Area
• Frequent Road Works
• School Run
• Increased Working from Home
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A317

Byfleet 
Road

Brooklands 
Road

Heath
Road

Brooklands

14

Effect on Residents
• Massive Frustration
• Noise and Pollution
• No longer a nice place to live
• Discourages Active Travel



New Developments 
will add to congestion

Brooklands:
• Nearly 900 new homes
• Up to 73% increase in 

warehousing & logistics
Members 
Hill

Abbey House

Amazon/Evri
+4 others

Brooklands 
College

Leos St Georges 
Gardens (Imminent)
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Elmbridge Local Plan:
• Brooklands is main growth 

location in Elmbridge
• Build more flats – 70% of 

new housing  ???
• Increase in traffic accepted



Why don’t Councils turn down applications 
on traffic grounds?

• Boroughs take advice from Surrey 
Highways – the statutory authority

• Constrained by national policies –
National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) requires effect to be ‘severe’

• Only consider immediate site and 
nearby junctions – not the effect on 
the wider network

• May take account of previous use, 
even if site unoccupied for years

• Cumulative effect of several 
developments not considered

• Don’t give weight to Active Travel 
policies that affect the road network  
(yet)
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“It’s hard to over-emphasis 
the fact Weybridge cannot 
accommodate any more 
traffic.”
From a resident’s response to Bridge 
Development appeal



Authorities say they want to give 
more weight to Active Travel 
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DfT Gear Change:
“We want to see a future 
where half of all journeys 
in towns and cities are 
cycled or walked”

“Cycling and walking 
measures at the very 
heart of considerations 
for all transport policy 
and planning, at all levels 
of leadership”

Chief Medical Officer
“Active travel provides 
substantial health benefits
due to physical activity .. in 
addition to reductions in air 
pollution.”

Surrey Transport Plan LTP 4 
“We are committed to significantly 
transforming our transport networks to 
achieve net zero emissions by 2050.

“Shift travel to more sustainable modes 
away from car use.”

“Make active travel more convenient, 
pleasant, and safe.”



In theory Active Travel increases choice, 
improves health and reduces congestion
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“By making everyday 
journeys simple, easy 
and fun, Active Travel 
England is working to 
give people the choice to 
leave their car at home”

Chris Boardman
Active Travel Commissioner

for England

Motor 
Traffic

Congestion

Walking, 
Wheeling
& Cycling

Increases

Reduces

Increases

Health

Pollution

Reduces

“Building health into the 
streets is how you save 
the NHS”

Public 
Transport

Reduces



Not quite that simple in Weybridge?
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Motor 
Traffic

Congestion

Increases

Health

Pollution

Public 
Transport

Walking, 
Wheeling
& Cycling

Increases

Reduces

Reduces

Reduces

Fear

Increases

Reduces

Development

Increases



So what’s to be done?
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Motor 
Traffic

Congestion

Increases

Health

Pollution

Public 
Transport

Walking, 
Wheeling
& Cycling

Increases

Reduces

Reduces

Reduces

Fear

Increases

‘Behaviour change’
initiatives

Safer Routes

Development

Increases

Reduces

Reduce

Reduces

Surrey Transport Plan
Vision Zero/20mph
School initiatives
HGV Ban
High St Improvements
New Highway Code
Etc..



Healthy Travel Weybridge
A community initiative led by the Society

• Our Aims
– Foster enthusiasm for walking, 

wheeling and cycling 
– Bring local knowledge to the 

improvement  & visibility of the 
network of walking & cycling 
routes

– Identify areas of shared interest 
and possible collaboration (e.g. 
with councils, schools,  Green 
Elmbridge, campaign groups) . 

• Questions for discussion
– What stops you from taking the 

healthier travel option?
– What might you start to do 

differently?
– Can we create and publish a map 

of safe-ish routes around the 
town?

– How can we work collaboratively 
with the councils to help achieve 
their aims? 

– Would you like to get involved in a 
future event to explore this topic?
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Join the Healthy Travel Facebook Group and continue the conversation



Weybridge Festival

Dave Arnold
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 Held on D’Oyly Carte Island
 Music performances of iconic comic opera, 

magical memories from the 60’s to today’s 
talent of the future. 

 Picnic on the lawns and browse the arts and 
crafts stalls.

D’OYLY CARTE SUMMER CONCERTS JUNE 14TH TO 16TH 
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TOWN EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE FESTIVAL

 Cricket club centenary celebrations
 Live music at Enzos, Jolly Farmer, Bar 39
 Sam Beare hosts music and poetry
 Gin tasting and quiz at the Queen’s Head
 Choir performaces at St James
 Live theatre and music in the Synagogue 
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 High Street shops stay open to showcase 
their best

 5km social run organised by Weybridge 
Sports 

 Bridal fashion show at Princess Alice shop
 Ship Hotel host an outdoor bar
 Live bands and dancers hosted by 

Brooklands Radio 

MID-SUMMER MINGLE JUNE 21ST 6 TO 8PM
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 100 stalls for Farmers Market and local 
community organisations

 Vandals Rugby, Weybridge Cricket & 
Weybridge Rowing Clubs Sports zone

 2 stages with over 30 acts
 Fairground rides
 Beer Tent
 Dog show
 Cream Teas

COMMUNITY FAIR JUNE 22ND 12 TO 6PM
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SPONSORS
Cala, Elmbridge Borough Council, 
Hamptons & Surrey County Council

BUDGET      
Cost will be around £9k, major items are 

• Stage and audio systems
• Electric generators
• Insurance
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Short video from the Community Fair June 24th 2023
original shot by the Media Department Brooklands College


