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Kay Williamson

This proved to be a challenging year with many planning
applications and appeals requiring considerable input from
Weybridge Society’s Planning Panel as well as other
members of the Society’s Executive Committee.

Planning is a critical part of protecting the character of our
town and enabling a thriving future. The Society would
welcome additional support and whether you simply have
an interest in planning matters or have expertise in any of
the aspects involved, we would love to hear from you.

Email: planning@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Weybridge Society Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) Registered Charity # 1167053



Weybridge Business Park — INSPECTOR DISMISSES APPEAL brought by BRIDGE INDUSTRIAL

Weybridge Society and the Poets Corner
Residents Association (PCRG) both participated as
Rule 6 parties in the Appeal brought by Bridge
Industrial  following  Runnymede  Borough
Council’s decision to refuse consent for the
company’s proposed redevelopment of the
Weybridge Business Park (RU.22/0776). Bridge
Industrial sought consent to demolish the existing
office complex and create a massive warehouse
which could have the potential to operate as a
Parcel Distribution Centre.

While the PCRG concentrated on the inappropriateness of such a massive building close to residential
areas and the Wey Navigation Canal coupled with the lack of parking provision, Weybridge Society’s
objections were based on the impact of additional traffic congestion in Weybridge and its impact on
the Society’s Healthy Travel initiatives. To fulfil the role of a Rule 6 party, a small team of dedicated
Weybridge Society members spent months collating evidence and preparing documents to present
to the Inquiry. The Inquiry sat for 9 days, the penultimate day spent walking with the Inspector and
representatives from RBC, the Appellant and the PCRG on an accompanied site visit. Commencing at
8.15am, the route included the A317, Addlestone Station, Weybridge Town Centre, the Wey
Navigation Canal towpath and Coxes Lock. The Appeal was dismissed by the Inspector in March 2024.

JTI — Retirement Village - JTI Building, Members Hill, Brooklands Road (2022/2746 and 2023/3294)

Weybridge Society objected to the original proposals
for this ‘Retirement Village’ on the grounds that there
is already a plentiful supply of such accommodation in
and around Weybridge. We also requested that
members of the Planning Committee consider the
cumulative effect of this proposal alongside others in
and around Brooklands due to its impact on the
character of the area and infrastructure. Although the
original scheme was granted consent, the developer
has submitted a revised application which proposes a
reduction in the number of flats from 205 to 176.

Abbey House, Wellington Way (2022/1272)

EBC’s Planning Committee recently approved this
development of 106 flats to be built in three ‘art-deco’ style
blocks of 5 — 7 storeys on the prominent Brooklands
Road/Wellington Way corner. The iconic office building,
which has permitted development consent for conversion to
34 flats, will be demolished to make way for the proposed
development. This consent is further evidence that both
planners and planning committee members continue to
ignore our pleas to consider the impact of so many major
developments on our town.
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Brooklands Grove Development
and Brooklands College Campus Renovation and Refurbishment (2023/1359)

Weybridge Society acknowledges that the
proposed redevelopment will ensure the future
of Brooklands College and welcomes the
improvements to the college campus and the
provision of a dedicated SEND department.
However, we expressed concerns about the
scale of the CALA HOMES proposals which
include plans for 222 flats built in 3, 4 and 5
storey high-rise blocks, 40% of which will be
available as ‘affordable’ homes. While the
provision of affordable flats is to be applauded,
it is disappointing that none of the proposed 83
houses will be offered as ‘affordable’ homes.

LEOS proposals for St George’s Gardens, Brooklands Road (2023/2169, 2170 and 2167)

Because EBC was unable to determine these applications in what the developer considered to be an
appropriate timeframe, LEOS has now taken the three applications to appeal. The appeal will take
the form of an Inquiry to be heard at Esher’s Civic Office commencing on 14™ May with the outcome
determined by a Planning Inspector rather than our local representatives. This is unfortunate as EBC
would have refused 2023/2169 which is similar to the earlier refused application 2022/2809.
Weybridge Society will participate at the Inquiry as an ‘Interested Party’ which given our limited
manpower, is less demanding than appearing as a Rule 6 Party.

2023/2169 is for the main parcel of land on the left-hand side of Locke King Road (currently the office
buildings known as Benchmark House) and proposes 18 three storey houses along Brooklands Road
with four high-rise blocks of three to six storeys comprising 168 flats to the rear. An underground car
park will provide 185 parking spaces for owners of the flats with only a single surface parking space

provided for each of the houses.
2023/2170 - the parcel of land on the

right-hand side of Locke King Road.
This proposal is for 10 three-storey
houses fronting Brooklands Road with
two blocks comprising 43 flats to the
rear.

2023/2167 the small parcel of land
fronting Locke King Road where the
proposal is for a terrace of 4 houses of
3 storeys.

Members of the Society’s Planning
Panel are currently collating
information for presentation to the
Inquiry.
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Other Applications/Appeals for MORE FLATS requiring detailed objections:

22 Oatlands Avenue (2021/3609 and 2022/2795) - application for 12 flats to replace a bungalow with
wide frontage. Consent refused by EBC. The subsequent application for 8 flats was also refused and
both applications were taken to appeal by the developer. Weybridge Society objected to both
applications and submitted letters of objection to the Planning Inspector. Both appeals dismissed.
An application for redevelopment reflecting the area’s character of detached and semi-detached
chalet style homes would be supported.

34 Queens Road (2022/0944, 2023/0445 and 2023/2868) — application for 10 flats to replace a single
detached dwelling on a constrained site. This proposal was taken to appeal and dismissed by the
Planning Inspector. Subsequently two further schemes for 3 houses and a bungalow were submitted
and both refused by EBC. As with 22 Oatlands Avenue, a proposal for a less intensive development
which would enhance the area’s character would be supported by the Society.

8-14 Oatlands Drive - Riverside Gardens (2020/0691) - development of 51 flats consented on appeal
in 2021. Numerous ‘Variation of Condition’ applications submitted subsequently including one for
roof terraces and a ‘retrospective’ application for lift overrun structures on the roof — both refused
by EBC.

16-18 Oatlands Drive (2022/3796) - application for 33 flats in two blocks replacing a further two
detached properties. Approval recommended by EBC Planning Officer (despite 124 objections from
residents) but refused by the EBC Planning Committee. Now taken to appeal — the Society will be
sending a written objection to the Inspector.

4 - 6 Oatlands Drive (2022/2118) — application for 27 flats on the prominent New Zealand
Avenue/Oatlands Drive corner. EBC would have refused but taken straight to appeal due to EBC'’s
non-determination within the allocated time. Appeal dismissed.

The Society is now actively seeking engagement with EBC’s Planning Officers to review:

e The already oversupply of flats with hundreds more now having planning consent when the
need for small houses with gardens is not being met.

e The dire need for affordable homes, as per the Government mandatory percentage, is not
being met yet major developments are being allowed to gain approval. No affordable homes
are being provided by any of the planning applications detailed above apart from the Cala
Homes/Brooklands College redevelopment where 40% of the new dwellings will be
‘affordable’.

e The lack of consideration for the cumulative impact of multiple and significant planning
applications affecting the Brooklands area, the whole town and its infrastructure.

e How the Elmbridge Housing Target and requirement for 1-2 bed homes is being used as a
reason to approve high-rise blocks of flats in Weybridge when this is not the need. Weybridge
(and Walton) both have a disproportionate number of flatted developments which is
adversely changing the character of the town, contrary to the stated commitment by
Elmbridge in its Local Plan and new Design Code.
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