Chairman’s Statement
Weybridge Society AGM April 24" 2024

Once again, it's been a remarkably busy year for the Society, and you'll find a summary of
our achievements and planning initiatives in the two documents distributed as you entered.
Before we delve into the detailed presentations covering a vision for Weybridge, Traffic and
Healthy Travel and the Weybridge Festival, let me address a few key points:

Planning: The Society has diligently assessed planning applications as they've arisen, and
you'll find a summary of these in the planning statement, which | hope you all have a copy
of. It's noteworthy that the current number of dwellings covered by either approved or
pending applications aligns closely with the number identified for Weybridge in the draft
local plan which spans a 15-year period. However, what's concerning is the significant
proportion of these dwellings being flats, contradicting what local estate agents tell us about
the demand for 2/3 bedroom houses with gardens. Furthermore, Weybridge already boasts
nearly 40% flats as a percentage of dwellings, and alongside Walton, has the highest
proportion of flats in EImbridge. This imbalance is likely to strain our current infrastructure,
particularly our roads, which will be discussed in more detail later.

WeyBetterWeybridge: We're delighted to hear the recent announcement from the NHS
confirming funding approval for the construction of the new medical centre, with promised
completion set for early 2026. Although it may take some time to fit out, it's expected to
become fully functional by 2027, marking a decade since the fire. The Society expresses
disappointment that the concepts for a new community centre, based on Lord Mawson's
work in 20/21, cannot proceed due to financial constraints. The SCC project to refurbish the
library has commenced and the Society has been invited to join the Stakeholder Reference
Group. This group monitors project progress and hopefully can influence the internal layout
to help transform the building into a vibrant community hub. However, it's regrettable that
there doesn't seem to be a feasible way to fully integrate the activities and facilities recently
available in the EImbridge Community Centre into the refurbished library building. The
Society sees this as a missed opportunity.

Resources: This year, we were fortunate to have Liz Pescod and Martin Stearman join the
team working on preparing the massive amount of documentation required for the Society’s
role as a Rule 6 party at the Weybridge Business Park Inquiry. The work of the team
benefited considerably from Liz’s legal experience and Martin’s career as an architect and
town planner. This was a good example of Society members stepping up and offering
specialist expertise for a specific task.

For some time now, the Society's work has been carried out by a small number of dedicated
members. Fortunately, the Weybridge Festival organizing committee has recently seen
considerable strengthening, though we could still use a few more hands. Overall, the Society
needs additional resources to supplement our current efforts, and | urge those members
and guests who believe in the Society's essential role in the community to speak with any
committee member about lending a hand. On behalf of the Society, | extend heartfelt thanks
to all executive committee members and Festival organizing committee members for their
tireless efforts over the past year.
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