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compiled by
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Chairman of the Friends of the Hospital,

from notes made by Mrs. Grenside and
Dr. Eric Gardner, which are in the
Museum, and from the recollections
of Mr. S.S. Beare and other residents
of long standing.

Mrs. Grenside always intended to write
this history but died before doing so.

Presidents.

1889 Rev. W.B. Money

1903 S.S. Du Croz

1920 Rev. S.R.A. Buller

1923 G.E. Du Croz

1940 Sir Philip Pilditch

1945 Admiral Sir Noel Laurence

Matrons.

1889 Mrs. Le Mesurier
1902 Miss Chambers
1906 Miss Willans
1921 Miss Phillip
1922 Miss Krelle
1925 Miss Haythornthwaite
1955 Miss Browne
’ © 1978 Miss Roach



INTRODUCTION

‘Before memories fade completely, it seems
appropriate that a short history of the Hospital
should be compiled, giving an outline of its
humble beginnings and gradual development from

a modest Cottage Hospital to the full maturity
of the fine Hospital as we now know it.

The record should include, with grateful
pride, all those pioneers and generous donors
on whom the very existence of the Hospital de-
pended. Throughout its long history, there
" has never been a lack of devoted helpers who
have given their time, energy and money in full
measure and have worthily carried on the work
of the early pioneers.

The list is very long - donors medical
staff, nursing, domestic and administrative
staff, governors, members of committees and

many other voluntary workers. It is impos-
sible to name more than a few of them.

Weybridge residents are justly proud of
their Hospital, which has a fine reputation,
but many of them, especially the newcomers,
have no knowledge of even the names of those
who, by their foresight and vision, laid its
foundations.



THE BEGINNING

Before 1889 the only nursing service in
Weybridge was that of the Parish Nurse. Cer-
tain residents were responsible for the Parish
Nurse Fund and the maintenance of the Parish
Room, but there was a growing feeling that
Weybridge had need of a Cottage Hospital for
the care of those cottagers who could not be
adequately nursed in their own homes. This
would be a big venture for a small village.

Mr. Richard Gibbs was the initiator of a scheme
which at once found favour and it was due to
his liberality that a practical beginning could
be made.

THE COTTAGE HOSPITAL

The Cottage Hospital, now the Locke King
Clinic, was opened in 1889 and for nearly 40
yeatrs gave good service to the community.

Next door was the Parish Room, which was added
to the Hospital in 1907 when the latter was
enlarged. Mr. Du Croz then built a new Parish
Room next to the Library, where it still stands.
Money for the building came in well, and the
Minutes say that at the opening all expenses
had been met and the Hospital was free from
debt. This was made possible because, under
the Will of Mr. Wm. Strode, money became avail-
able when it was decided to admit patients from
Byfleet and Pyrford. This facility was also
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given to Oatlands and other parishes. Even in
the earliest days the sphere of the Hospital's
usefulness was widening beyond the needs of
Weybridge village itself. Mrs. Le Mesurier

was the Parish Nurse and she became the first
Matron at a salary of £50 a year. For a long
time she still continued to make many visits in
the village. She had Eliza Russell to help
her as caretaker, but it seems to have been
quite a time before a nurse was emp loyed.

The first patient, whose name was Redknap,
made a weekly payment of only 3s. 1In those
early days the Hospital catered almost exclu-
sively for cottagers. A scale of charges was
drawn up. Children up to the age of 16 paid
3s a week, cottagers 5s., domestic servants
and others 10s.6d. There were only 14 beds
and no operating theatre. All operations,
however serious, were done in the wards until
the Hospital was enlarged by taking in the
Parish Room.

PLANS FOR A NEW HOSPITAL

After the 1914-18 war, it was realised
that the Hospital must be enlarged because the
work was increasing at a very great rate. 1In
1922 a Building Committee, whose chairman was
Dr. Gardner, was formed and various schemes were
considered. Money began to flow in and in a
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very short time more than £6,000 had been raised.
However, by 1924 it was decided that a completely
new Hospital was required, mainly to cope with
the greatly increased number of surgical cases,
many of which were dealt with by Mr. Beare.

It was felt that a site should be found outside
the village, as it was then called, but nothing
suitable was available. At last Dr. Gardner
went to see Mr. Locke King and said: "I have
come to you last because you have already been
SO0 generous to Weybridge, but will you sell us
the Vigo House site cheaply?" To which he
replied:."No, I certainly will not. I will
give it to you."

The result was that the Hospital has been
built right in the middle of Weybridge but yet
far enough back from Church Street for the noise
of the traffic not to be heard.

Vigo House, which housed the Physiotherapy
and X-ray Departments under the care of Dr.
Crofton-Atkins and Miss Till, was pulled down.

A proposal to build shops at the entrance to the
site would have gone through if Dr. Gardner had
not violently opposed the idea, which fortu-
nately was abandoned.

And now for a bit of history. Vigo
House was built by Admiral Hopson when he re-
tired from the Navy after his last battle.

In 1702 he commanded the fleet (Sir George
Rooke being laid low with gout) at the
brilliant naval victory of Vigo Bay, when the



entire Spanish treasure fleet, together with

32 French ships of the line, was captured or
sunk. The value was said to be £1,000,000.

Plans for a new Hospital were invited for
competition. The assessor was Mr. Pite, the
architect of King's College Hospital. Some
modifications were found to be necessary in
the design. For instance, the corridor out-
side the private rooms was too narrow for
wheeling a theatre trolley or even for carry-
ing a stretcher in or out. This was overcome
by putting the doors at an angle and providing
double doors for the end rooms. The steri-
lising room for the operating theatre was so
small that it got full of steam, making it
impossible to work there. Fortunately there
was space available for enlarging the room.
The azoustics were, and still are, bad -
kitchen noises can be heard at the end of the
Hospital. The building was designed with
flat roofs to allow for enlargement.

These plans were considerably altered when
it was decided to add an Out-patients' and an
X-ray Department and, in 1929, a Children's
ward, with a Boardroom overhead, and also quar-
ters for the staff. The original estimate was
£22,173, but the Children's Ward and Boardroom
alone were an additional £7,600.

Many people thought it madness to build
such a large Hospital, as Weybridge would never
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need it. There has never been enough room!

The Hospital was opened for business in
January 1928 and officially in June by H.R.H.
Princess Beatrice.

SCHEMES FOR RAISING MONEY.

From 1889 to 1948 a variety of ways was
used to raise money for building and for main-
tenance. Among these were donors, fetes,
carnivals, egg days, collecting boxes, a brick
fund and, on one occasion, a cricket match.

A great many people worked very hard at
this - among the raisers of money par excellence
were Mrs. Gervase Du Croz and Admiral Borrett.

The idea of building a Cottage Hospital,
and years later the present Hospital, fired the

imagination of the public, who contributed very
generously. 1In 1924 it was stated that money
up to £10,000 came in very rapidly, more slowly
up to £15,000, and very slowly thereafter.

Not an unusual experience.

Anyone giving £500 or more was called a
"Founder" and their name was put on the board
in the hall.



Names of Founders.

Mr. & Mrs. Rooke
Percy Lambert Memorial

Dr. Desvignes

C.H. Barnwell Memorial

Weybridge Motor Engi-
neering Co.

A. Barclay Walker

Mrs. E. Harrison

H.F. Locke King

F.C. Stoop

J. Hamilton

Mrs. Wallis Toller

A. Whittet

Mrs. Dunstan Rhodes
Sir William Berry
Dame Ethel Locke King
0l1d Weybridge

F.O0. Stedman

Mr. & Mrs. Gillingham
M.F. North

Lady Camrose

Mrs. Proudfoot

Barnet Lewis

Mrs. R.A. Blayney
Alec Taylor

There is an amusing story about Mrs.

"Froggy" Rhodes.

When she died she left her

money to her husband, provided he did not marry

again.

If he re-married, the money was to be

used for the maintenance of a hospital in Wey-

bridge.
became available.

He did re-marry and some £30,000
The Charity Commissioners

agreed to £7,000 of this going to the Building

Fund.

This Fund was still some way short of its
target, which at that stage was about £25,000,
when Dame Ethel Locke King very generously
bought the old Cottage Hospital from the Hos-
pital Committee for £2,000 and then handed it

back to them.



The old records are very sparse and, in
addition to those whose names are on the board,
there must have been many others who donated
substantial sums of money. Among these are
Mr. Septimus Du Croz, Mr. Till, Mr. Gervase
Du Croz, Mr. Kemp Welch, Mr. & Mrs. Riddell,
Mr. d'Oyley Carte, Mr. Snowden, Mr. & Mrs.
Balmer and Mr. Tomkins.

The Rubber Growers Association gave the
rubber flooring in the building.

In 1923 Mrs. Du Croz started a contribu-
tory scheme of 1d. a week. This entitled memb-
ers to use the Hospital and worked very well.

ADMINISTRATION.

A Board of Governors administered the
Hospital, with an Executive Committee, and a

Secretary and Treasurer. These were all
honorary, but occasionally the Secretary was

paid a small salary. When the Health Service
came into being, this all changed and the Board

was dissolved.

From then until 1969 a House Committee

conducted the affairs of the Hospital and for
the next 5 years a Committee of Nominated

Members did this work. Above them was a
Management Committee, which looked after
several hospitals. Then a new plan came into
operation and a committee of paid officials
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took over. Fortunately the personal touch
has been retained, as two of the "Friends" sit
on this committee.

Governors and members of committees took

a keen personal interest in the Hospital. They
represented considerable talent and showed tre-

mendous enthusiasm for their work. It is sad
that all this voluntary effort should have been
discarded.

There are 3 wards - Men's, Women's and
Children's (now the Sam Beare Ward), and & pri-
vate rooms - 42 beds in all. The Men's Ward
has been re-named the Denham Ward in memory of
a porter who had given faithful and devoted

service to the Hospital for 22 years.

Sister Doree was in charge of the Women's
wWard for very many years and in 1960 she was
followed by Sister Lack.

In 1962 a small ward was built alongside
the Children's Ward and named the Sam Beare
ward in honour of the man who had done so much
for the Hospital. In 1970 it was learnt that
no more children would be admitted to the Hos-
pital and the whole area was thrown into one
and called the Sam Beare Ward. Until a notice
was put up, many people used to enquire for the
way to the "Zambia" Ward:



In 1946 Mr. Beare was appointed Honorary
Consultant Surgeon to the Hospital and, from
then until his retirement in 1956, he per-
formed nearly all the operations. It is
probably only known to a few people that in
1947 he was elected a Fellow of the Royal
College of Surgeons for outstanding services
to surgery, without ever having taken the
examination. A friend said: "Well, Sam,
now you can take the "L" off your back:"

It is interesting to note that in 1928
the average cost per bed per day was 9s.1ld.,
compared with 9s.6d. the previous year at the
Cottage Hospital where they had far fewer
staff. 'To—day the cost is about £6, and con-
tinually rising.

The work of the X-ray Department, which
for a long time was carried out single-handed

by Mrs. Zulver, has been increasing enormously.
She, together with several others, now work
part-time, and Miss Meade is in charge here,

as well as at Walton and Ellesmere Hospitals.

The present Hospital has been very fortu-
nate, for since it opened there have only been
two Matrons - Miss Haythornthwaite and Miss
Browne. They had been Ward Sisters at the
Middlesex Hospital - both first-class nurses
and completely dedicated women.

Nowadays the Hospital is run almost en-
tirely with part-time staff. Naturally
married women want to spend their week-ends and
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holidays with their husbands but this gives
Matron a terrific problem in arranging their
duties. The amount of paper-work has in-
creased enormously for everybody. It would
almost seem that the Health Service considers
it more important to administer a patient than
to nurse him, but in the hospital the patient
comes first.

THE 1939-45 WAR.

When war came, an emergency hospital was
established at Botley's Park, Chertsey - now
St. Peter's. It was staffed mainly from
St. Thomas's Hospital.

In 1940 a daylight air raid on Vickers-
Armstrong works caused many deaths and injuries.
The first rush of cases came to Weybridge -
the ambulance drivers had never heard of
Botley's Park Hospital. Such was the influx

of cases that they had to be turned away when
no more could be accommodated.

Thanks to having prepared for such an
emergency, all went smoothly - every doctor to
his allocated duty. All did a magnificent job -
in particular, Miss Haythornthwaite, the Matron,
and Sisters Damant and Patterson, and Mrs.
de Pledge and Mrs. Church. Everyone worked
from about 2 p.m. right through the night.

There were 75 in-patients, with beds down the
middle of each ward and all along the main cor-
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ridor. Next day all patients fit to travel
were evacuated to hospitals outside the area.

Sir Ernest Rock Carling paid a visit on
behalf of the Home Office and was full of praise

for the way in which the situation had been
managed.

Occasionally someone from the Ministry of
Health would bring a visitor from another coun-
try - for example, Canada, to show him a model
small hospital.

When the emergency lighting system was to
be installed, the Governors were offered, as a
gift, a Rolls-Royce engine, but some of them,

forgetting that it would be in use for only
short periods, thought it too extravagant, so
a Morris engine was put in instead. For one

period of 48 hours during the war, there was
no main electricity and the emergency lighting
worked well.

GENERAL.

Until the 1939 war there was no large
hospital in the area, so every kind of case
had to be coped with at Weybridge. If neces-
sary, for example for a brain surgery, the
appropriate specialist would come from London.
A great deal of work came from Brooklands Race
Track and all the casualties came to Weybridge -
sometimes there were a large number of cases,
as when on one occasion a car left the track



and plunged into the crowd, causing many
casualties. Some of the drivers were very
difficult patients - they thought they were
lords of creation, but Miss Haythornthwaite,
the Matron, was more than a match for them.

In those days, if anyone was involved in
an accident in the Weybridge area, including
Addlestone and Byfleet, they were probably
dealt with at Weybridge and did not have to
make a long journey outside the area. It
was a small general hospital and the patho-
logical work was done at London Hospitals.

In 1933 Minorca Lodge was bought as a
nurses' home, and the ambulance driver lived
in one of the flats. A few years ago it
was pulled down to make way for the Health
Centre.

In 1947 Mr. Tucker retired after com-
pleting 20 years as ambulance driver. He
had been a very faithful servant of the
Hospital. He was a fund of information and
also of anecdotes - in particular those about
the drivers at Brooklands.

In 1974 the Amenity Fund paid for the
modernisation of the kitchen, where Mrs.
Woodger had reigned supreme for a great
number of years. It needed it, for it was
the original kitchen of 1928.

At the same time, this Fund paid for the
decoration of the Boardroom, which had been

allowed to get into a very bad state. Now-
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adays it is a pleasure to attend meetings
there.

Linen Guild. The Weybridge Needlework
Guild is first mentioned in 1902. They made
nightdresses, bed-jackets, etc. Some years
later it was re-named the "Linen Guild".
Through the years a number of ladies presided
over it - Mrs. Walton, Mrs. Snowden, Mrs. Stow,
and now Miss Boyd. Each had a number of
helpers, their work being the mending of the
Hospital linen.

Library. The library is manned by the
Red Cross. A trolley is taken round the wards
once a week but books can be obtained from
Matron at any time.

Flowers. There is a roster of ladies
who arrange a very beautiful vase of flowers
in the hall.

Radio Wey. John Best and Alan Timbrell
began broadcasting news, record programmes,
local sporting events and religious services

in 1957. The service has expanded enormously
and now covers seven hospitals in the area.

, Locke King Clinic. The old Cottage
Hospital became the Clinic in 1928, with Miss
Till as Superintendent. She retired in 1937
and was succeeded by Miss Boyd until 1955, when
Mrs. Inman came - and she is still here to-day.

Health Centre. This was built in 1974,
with a passage connecting it to the Hospital.




It has proved quite a boon to both doctors and
nurses.

THE FRIENDS OF WEYBRIDGE HOSPITAL

Shortly before the Health Service started
in 1948, the Governors paid the balance in their
Amenity Fund, £164.19s.0d., into a bank account
in the names of two of their number - Mrs. Ger-
vase Du Croz and Mr. Bradley. This money was
to be used to start the "Friends". A little
later Mr. Waldegrave, who managed the affairs
of the Hospital Savings Association, also
handed over their balance of £28.17s.6d.

The object was to foster the interest
of the public in the Hospital and to provide
things for the patients and staff which the
State could not, or was unwilling to, afford.
Very wide-ranging rules were drawn up because
no one had any idea what calls would be made
on the Fund.

An extract from a notice of those early
days gives some idea of what the "Friends"
have done. "We have provided extra comforts
for the patients and staff, and recreational
facilities for the nurses. These include
the use of a swimming pool, boats on the
river, etc. From time to time we buy some
furniture or equipment, such as food trolleys

and bed tables."
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The scope of the work has grown - wireless
and television licences, beds, chairs, furnish-
ings and decorations. Also seeds, etc., are
provided for Matron's vegetable garden.

In 1965 the "Friends" really came into
their own. The family of Mrs. Walker wanted
to provide something worth while in memory
of their mother. Matron had several ideas
but the one which caught the imagination of
the family was the Women's Ward Day Room.

An estimate of £2,000 was given to the
"Friends" and this proved acceptable, but,
before matters were finalised, it was learnt
that this was an old estimate and the new one
was about £2,500. The Chairman went to see
the family about this tricky situation, as he
felt sure they would want to pay for the whole
thing themselves. All was well and they
agreed to pay the increased amount, which
eventually came to slightly over £2,500 -

a really wonderful gift, and the grandchildren
gave some of the furniture for the room.

Dr. Walker, one of the sons, came and opened
the Day Room.

It was immediately realised that something
similar would have to be done for the men. A

village fair type of féte was organised on
Minorca Road Playing Fields by an enthusiastic
group of people who were headed by Mrs. Tomlins
and Mrs. Underhay. A large area was roped off



for a band and a demonstration by police dogs,
and stalls and side-shows of every description
were dotted all round the ground. It was a
perfect summer day sandwiched in between two
days of torrential rain. Some 1500 people
from all over the area came and enjoyed them-
selves, and spent their money freely. About
£1,200 was raised - enough to make a start

on the building. The balance was made up in
various ways, including a Bridge Drive. All
day long Mr. Bob Taylor sat in a tent in
sweltering conditions taking the money.

In the afternoon Sir Barnes Wallis, of
Dambuster fame, opened the féte. As is
usual on these occasions, it had already been
in full swing for several hours!

In 1970 the "Friends" gave £1,000 to-
wards the cost of the Day Room in the Sam
Beare Ward. They contributed a similar sum
for a Waiting Room, which was carved out of
the Boardroom, and also for curtains, a
carpet and a very magnificent table.

These Day Rooms have proved a tremendous
boon to the patients and are a help to the
nurses in their work.

And now the splendid sum of £10,000 has
been received from the Harry & Abe Sherman
Foundation, of which Sir William Robson Brown
was a member. It is intended to modernise
completely the area of the bathrooms, basins
and sluices. This should please patients
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and staff alike.

A number of people pay a subscription to
the "Friends", who have a variety of fund-
raising activities. Chief among these is a
dance which for 10 years has been run by
Mr. & Mrs. Geach and Mr. Cornish. This has
been held at St. George's Hill Tennis Club
and raises a lot of money. There is usually
a Bridge Drive and, for the last few years,
a Coffee Morning has been held in the Hospi-
tal, generally in May, to enakle people to
come and look round their Hospital. There
are a number of stalls - cakes and home pro-
duce. These Coffee Mornings have proved to
be very popular.

For a number of years there have been
rumours about the possible closure of small
hospitals. It would be tragic if that were
to happen to Weybridge, but there would seem
to be no good reason why that should occur.
However, in these days of economic crisis,
no one can foretell the future.

Meanwhile, there is a job of work to be
done and one should always have hope.

Miss Corrie Browne retired in February
1978 after 22 years as matron and Miss C. D.
Roach was appointed in her place.

In June 1978 Sam Beare died at the age
of 88, having led a very full and useful life.
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