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Weybridge Society
Your community association working for Weybridge
Summer 2022

Hon. Patron – Michael Aspel OBE

Honouring the Queen
and celebrating the
Weybridge Community
Imagine the scene. Brilliant sunshine. Around a
covered stage and a performing area in
Churchfields Recreation Ground stand sixty
stalls and gazebos, feather flags fluttering in a
gentle breeze. Aromas of delicious foods, enticing
coffee and other tempting drinks mingle in the air.
Attractive goods and produce are on sale. A host of stalls
represent the broader Weybridge Community: sports clubs,
community and interest groups, charities, schools and churches.
On the stage, or in the arena, adult and school choirs, individuals and groups of
singers, including opera singers, perform. Children dance and display their ballet skills,
and there’s a Salsa demonstration. There’s even a cabaret. The MC from Brooklands
Radio amuses and entertains the crowd and keeps everyone informed.
Some of the finest vehicles that Brooklands Museum and Ultimate Classic Car Hire have
to offer, gleam in the sunshine.
Barking comes from one corner of the park where there’s a dog show, open to both
pedigrees and non-pedigrees, a sure-fire attraction in a town replete with every type of
poo and oodle. Sound exciting? The good news is that you don’t have to imagine it
because it’s going to happen!
Except possibly the good weather, though we’ve done our best to guarantee divine
intervention by inviting Weybridge’s churches.
On 25th June 2022 between 12.00 and
18.00 these events and more will
unfold at Churchfields Recreation
Ground in the presence of The Mayor
and a sizeable contingent of
Weybridge residents.
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Organised by the Weybridge Society in
conjunction with the Weybridge Town Business
Group and Cllr Judy Sarsby, who is a Weybridge
Society member, the Fair and Arts Festival honours
HM Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee. Its
sponsors include estate agents Hamptons, local
solicitors Guillaumes, Surrey County Council,
Ultimate Classic Car Hire and Tim Watts Wealth
Management and its supporter Elmbridge Borough
Council.
But the festivities won’t be confined to one day. As a preface to the proceedings on
25th June, Brooklands College are holding an Art & Design and Media showcase on 22nd
June 2022, which is open to the public.
The Weybridge Jubilee Fair and Arts Festival also marks the first step towards
realising the Weybridge Society’s ambition of an annual week-long festival that will
encourage and showcase local arts, in their broadest sense. Next year the Society would
like to build more arts activities around a similar community event at Churchfields on 24 th
June 2023, with some, including an Art Exhibition, distributed more widely around the
town.
Organising events of this nature take a lot of effort, and
the Society would welcome volunteers to help us as marshals
on the day or organise next year’s event. If you are interested,
please
contact
Dave
Arnold
by
email
at
chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk or Nick Thripp by email
at nickthripp@weybridgesociety.org.uk
There will be extensive publicity with a leaflet drop to all home
in KT13, banners, notice boards and posters but the most
powerful communication is by word of mouth, so please tell
your all family and friends so that they can join us in celebrating both the Jubilee and the
Weybridge Community.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – JUNE 30TH 2022
The first AGM to be held face to face since lockdown will take place on June 30 th
2022 at Heathside School starting at 20:00, doors open 19:15. Before the meeting
starts, come and enjoy a drink and have the opportunity of informal chats with
Committee and Panel members. The full agenda, trustees’ and financial report will
be emailed to members by June 16th and will also be available on the Society’s
website.
After the AGM formal business there will be a short presentation by the Society on
last year’s and future activities. In addition, there will be presentations by Surrey
County Councillor Tim Oliver and Jack Wagstaff Place Leader, North West Surrey
Health and Care Alliance.
If any member wishes to stand for election to the Executive Committee, please
advise the Chairman (chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk ) by June 16th 2022.
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PLANNING UPDATE
The Weybridge Society circulated a comprehensive Planning Update Bulletin on 14th
April 2022 which can be viewed on the Society’s website. Accordingly, this update
reflects only applications registered or decided since then. The following information is
summarised from the Weybridge Society’s Planning Panel’s records and actions taken
at our regular meetings. Developments are listed in order from the longest running
concerns to the most recent applications to Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC). We
endeavour to make this update a true representation of the panel’s opinion and our
actions and plans concerning local developments. This list is up to date at the time of
writing, but for the latest and most accurate changes to planning, please consult EBC
or our website at www.weybridgesociety.org.uk
2021/3349 - Heath House, Firfields, Weybridge, KT13 0UD
This application covers the demolition of Heatherbank House and the development of a
three-storey building with rooms in the roof space to provide 26 flats. A classically
misleading description allowed by EBC to hide the reality that it is a proposal for 4
storeys. As many readers will know due to the significant heritage value of the existing
house applications have been made for both local and national listing. It is not known
when the decision on national listing will be made, that for local listing is being indicated
as the end of 2022. The situation has been recently complicated by one of the semidetached houses being publicly offered for sale.
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2021/3769 Land rear of Southlands, 40 Queens Road
This application to construct a terrace of three houses in the rear garden of the host
property was refused permission for a number of reasons including loss of protected
trees and landscaping, an unsafe form of access and lack of affordable housing. Several
Councillors concurred with local residents that this kind of back land development would
completely change the character and openness which exists in this particular area.
2021/2695 - Abbey House Wellington Way Weybridge Surrey KT13 0TT
This application covers conversion of existing office building into 34 residential units. It
was granted on 15/10/21. It is understood that the developer is now considering
submitting an application for 106 dwellings on the site.
2021/2698 6 The Heights, Weybridge
A Prior Approval application to change the use of the building know as the Hawker
Building from Offices to 21 Flats was granted. The Hawker building is behind the Proctor
and Gamble building.
2021/4257 Land North of Sony Building, The Heights, Brooklands Business Park
This application for a new HQ for Glaxosmith Kline came before the Planning Committee
on 28th April with a recommendation to grant permission subject to conditions. The
Society had previously submitted objections on concerns that the traffic modelling
assessment was based on data collected during the Covid period and therefore it did not
reflect typical conditions. Additionally, the Caenswood Hill/Wellington Road roundabout
had not been modelled and is known to be subject to congestion. There were also
concerns on downstream flooding which EBC maintained was not a potential problem.
During the Planning Committee debate it was agreed that further traffic flow modelling
using current non-Covid conditions should be undertaken and any mitigation necessary
should be funded by GSK. However, this additional modelling only related to the
roundabout at the junction of the Brooklands Road and Parvis Road. The Society
believes that further modelling of other 3 roundabouts in the near vicinity of the site
should have been included in the conditions as they all currently suffer congestion during
peak times. It is understood that this omission is being reviewed by Surrey Highways.
To be clear, the Society welcomes GSK setting up its headquarters in Weybridge,
however it is concerned that the full impact of the proposed development on increased
traffic congestion has not been thoroughly assessed and all necessary mitigation
measures identified.
2022/0299 Land at Northeast of 93 to 99 Queens Road, Weybridge (South Road)
An application to replace the workshop to the rear of 93 – 99 Queens Road with a
detached three storey house was refused permission for a number of reasons including
the building’s scale, height, bulk, mass, positioning, design etc and visibility in the street
scene causing unacceptable harm to the appearance and character of the street scene.
2022/0944 34 Queens Road (corner of St George’s Avenue)
An application to construct a three-storey building with rooms in the roof space (ie 4
storeys) comprising 10 flats with associated parking following demolition of existing
house and garage.
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The existing house formed part of a previous proposal for 59 retirement apartments
which did not proceed.
2022/0395 and 2022/0397 Demolition of Garages in and around Greenside Road
These two applications seek to demolish the existing garages and replace them with a
number of two-bedroom dwellings.
2022/1230 1 - 15 Hillbrook Gardens
Prior Approval for two additional storeys to create 5 dwellings. Several local residents
have objected to increasing the height of these 1960s built flats which would be
incongruous in the Caenshill Road residential area.
Summary of 203, 205 and 207 Locke King/Brooklands Road Planning History
Since 2019 there has been a myriad of planning applications relating to these three
buildings partially generated by the government announcing the introduction of prior
approval for the conversion of office space that is no longer required to become
residential. Planning applications have been made requesting planning approval for
various slightly modified schemes, some have been withdrawn before determination.
Details such as the fact that the transport survey was carried out during the school
holidays and the Covid pandemic seem to have been ignored by EBC.
The following provides a summary of the latest situation.
203 – Building A
2021/1949 approved 27/8/2021 requests permission for the creation of 42 units:
2021/3205 requests the raising of the height of the external stairs, some window
modifications and installation of roof-lights. Granted 16/3/21
2021/1954 requests permission to convert the second floors of Building A and B. This
was granted 27/8/21 and added 17 units
205 – Building B
2021/1948 for 28 units
2021/1954 which covers both 203 and 205, see above.
207 – Building C
2021/1811 extend stairs to second floor, roof-lights, window changes. Granted 14/7/21
2021/1950 prior approval decision 7/10/21 20 units
2021/2043 prior approval decision 11/10/21 6 units
2022/1392 - St George’s Business Park, Brooklands Road
The developers have submitted a planning application with an Environmental Impact
Assessment Scoping Report and asking EBC to comment on it.
It covers the five empty office buildings either side of Locke King Road and states they
are looking to build up to 350 units across the two sites in a development they are calling
St George’s Gardens
The Society is concerned that the cumulative effect on infrastructure, viz roads, health &
social care, is ignored in many of these applications. Additionally, it is known that
developers are considering applications on sites which will be for a greater number of
dwellings than would be achieved through conversion of the existing buildings from
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commercial to residential. On the question of traffic congestion, it is extremely
concerning that the new GSK facility was recently granted, albeit subject to some
conditions, which accepted that the GSK facility would have no deleterious effect on
traffic flow on Brookland’s Road. Both Elmbridge and Surrey councils appear to be sleep
walking into allowing a massive increase in demands on infrastructure without taking any
compensating actions or applying appropriate conditions on developers.
Additionally, concerns expressed by residents including impact on parking, submitted
designs are not in keeping with the characteristics of the immediate area and traffic
surveys being taken during the Covid period being regarded as acceptable i.e., typical
of non-Covid times. The Society has set up a working party to evaluate the cumulative
effect of all these potential developments in the Brooklands Road area. The particular
areas covered will be additional traffic and increased demand on medical and other local
services.

THE ELMBRIDGE DRAFT LOCAL PLAN
The Elmbridge Draft Local Plan was agreed by full council on March 22 nd after some 6
years since work on its preparation started. It is targeted to enhance the character of the
borough and protect all that we love about Elmbridge. In particular to protect our highly
valued green space, commons and woodlands, and to ensure that future developments
are sympathetic to the local area. Grand words no doubt said when the last local plan
was published but we all know that many developments have taken place which fall short
of such aspirations. The current re-building of Bridge House in Weybridge’s High Street
being such an example. So why is it so important to residents? It’s because the Local
Plan is the document which sets out planning policies and proposals for how the
community and places in our town will develop over a period of up to 15 years. It sets
out policies and site allocations to guide development and use of land in the borough as
well as defining the Green Belt and those areas that will be protected and enhanced for
heritage or nature conservation purposes.
The plan is based on the provision of 465 new homes per year over the 15-year
period, this figure is around 70% of the target set by the government. 30% of new homes
would be affordable. The plan has identified suitable potential sites which would enable
this figure to be achieved without needing to use green belt land. For Weybridge the
target for new homes is set at 80 per year, 17% of EBC’s total. The draft plan lists 35
allocation sites in Weybridge where development could at the time of drafting take place,
including somewhat bizarrely, Weybridge Hospital/ car park, York Road car park, the
library, the community centre Brooklands College and Weybridge Delivery Office!
The next formal stage is termed the Regulation 19 representation phase, this starts
on June 17th and runs for 6 weeks during which residents, businesses and developers
can submit comments to Elmbridge. This is a formal process in which only comments
only on the soundness and legal compliance of the plan can be made and it must be
targeted to a specific policy or paragraph in the draft Plan. This can be done through an
6
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on-line form. All representations received during the representation period will be sent to
the Planning Inspectorate together with the draft Local Plan and supporting
documentation. More information on the draft plan and how to submit comments can be
found by clicking on News | Home | Elmbridge News. The Society will study the draft
plan and make comments, we would encourage all our members to do the same.
It will be difficult for the Weybridge Society to use this Regulation 19 phase to make
many of the important comments that we may wish to make to the Planning Inspector.
So, we will have to find another way to make comments to the Inspector.
Supporting the Local Plan, EBC will be preparing a Design Code to supersede the
Design and Character SPD and Companion Guides (2012). The aim of the Elmbridge
Design Code is to reflect local character and design preferences, providing a framework
for creating high-quality design in the borough. It will be important for our Society to
examine and influence these documents.
Design codes would be expected to include some of the following:
•
Context - Local character and built heritage
• Nature - Design of green infrastructure, play spaces and the protection of
biodiversity
• Built Form - Density, built form and urban design
• Identity - Character of buildings
• Public space - Design of streets and public spaces

PURSUING A VISION FOR WEYBRIDGE
The Society’s vision is to create a thriving town where all generations feel part of the
community and want to live, work, shop and enjoy spending time. To improve amenities,
the harmony of buildings and landscaping that together enhance the connectivity and
feeling of wellbeing to enrich the sense of community and pride in our town.
To help to achieve this, work has just started to create an outline vision then plan
how this would be applied. It is envisaged that this plan would be used as the basis to
be followed in all future developments to the town. In the early stages there is much to
consider and many people to consult; already we are working closely with the Weybridge
Town Business Group. The aim is to make a first draft of the vision available for comment
by the autumn.
Our current view of what is required is:
•
Fully understanding the current situation and existing plans, initiatives and
ideas.
•
Identifying what needs to change and how this may be possible.
•
Understanding who is responsible for what in the councils and looking at ways
the community can influence and support them.
•
Promoting and supporting the development of a community hub for which there
is already considerable demand.
•
Taking a fresh look at the shopping experience and disjointed shopping areas.
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•

Looking at ways to create more harmony in the existing architecture and any
new developments.
•
Seeing how landscaping can be used to create greater connectivity and
harmony between the shopping areas and green spaces while making streets
healthier.
Quite a challenge and lots of consultation involved but one we feel is essential if we
are to end up with a thriving town that we can all be proud of. Understanding what young
people feel and want is a key element for the Society in developing the vision and working
with Brooklands College has proved a productive initiative. Our project brief was included
in the coursework for 5 teams of creative and business students who looked at
Weybridge and came up with ideas for improvement. Concentrating on the high street
they concluded that it’s an old town for older more affluent people and families, with very
little for younger people. They made comparisons to the improvements in Kingston,
highlighting how pedestrianisation enabled people to mix and shop and spend more time
in a relaxed environment and how the riverside was now a fully utilised space for all ages
to eat, drink, walk or just hang out. Amenities such as a good youth club, offering advice
and support to 10-18 age group was seen as key, as well as providing more activities
and events that attract young people. We have Churchfields Recreation Ground and
Monument Green within the high street area plus 2 rivers close by so many of the ideas
put forward could be accommodated.

WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY TALK
At a time in the autumn and venue to be arranged, come and hear Sandra
Milton-Taylor give a talk on the esteemed industrialist George Fergusson
Wilson F.R.S. He was born in 1822 and in 1840 patented a process to
improve the manufacture of candles at his company Prices Patent Candle
Company, at the time the biggest candle manufacturer in the world. The
technique is still being used today. Of particular interest to Weybridge, Wilson
built Heatherbank House on the heath near the station c.1862 where he
devoted himself to experimental gardening on a wide scale. He achieved
many horticultural firsts at Heatherbank, a famous garden in its own right. He
used Heatherbank, his home until his passing in 1902, as the de facto Head
Office to this garden and the garden he purchased 17 years later in 1879 at
Oakwood that became RHS Wisley. He used both gardens to supplement
each other and the trees that he planted are still at Heatherbank.
Wilson had many other interests and was a well-known industrialist of the late
1800s. He created the first model garden village in the UK, Bromborough
Pool. He was a fellow of the Royal Society, the Chemical Society, RSA
(Council member &Treasurer) and the Royal Horticultural Society (Treasurer).
He received the Victorian Medal of Honour in 1897. A man with many
interests.

8

Weybridge Society Magazine – Summer 2022

Pauline O’Sullivan is leading on developing the vision and commented that she ‘was
really impressed by the way the Brooklands students approached the project and came
up with ideas that will be useful in reinvigorating the high street’. On balance Burco
Canpolat and Charlene Webb presented the most considered ideas and will receive meal
vouchers kindly donated by Pizza Express in Weybridge. The Society is grateful to Nicole
Kemp, Head of Learning for Creative and Business Studies at Brooklands College and
all the students involved, and Nicole commented ‘I am very proud of the way the learners
embraced working on this project with the Weybridge Society and that they presented
their ideas professionally. It’s also of immense value to have them work on something
real that has potential benefits to the local community and improving Weybridge.’ Further
joint projects are now to be explored.
Looking at our town from a younger perspective is important and we now need the
support and involvement of as many within the community as possible in creating the
vision and seeing it followed through. Remember that at this stage the vision is evolving.
This is your town, so if you have any practical ideas, thoughts or help to offer, we want
to hear from you. The contact is vision@weybridgesociety.org.uk

THE JOYS OF CYCLING
The article about Healthy Travel in our last issue inspired Georgia Fareday to tell us how
cycling has enhanced her life in Weybridge and elsewhere. She provides a vivid
description of what it was like growing up in Weybridge in the 70s and the significant
changes that have occurred. There are many anecdotes which indicate some of what
has to be done to restore Weybridge to a place which is conducive to
walking and cycling.
I was born in Weybridge in 1967 and
taught to ride a bicycle by my father at
age 3, when he removed my
stabilisers, and propelled me up
Dorney
Grove,
shouting
encouragement to keep pedalling as
fast as I could.
I went on to explore Weybridge on
my own, on my little bicycle,
everywhere including Baker Street
when I’d put my feet up and whizz down
as fast as I could! I often rode around
St Georges Hill, Brooklands racetrack,
and the river Thames all the way up to
Hampton Court. This would be unheard
of today, but I survived, and the only incident was a hit and run by a drunk driver coming

9

Weybridge Society Magazine – Summer 2022

out of the old Farnell Arms pub on Thames Street. A passer-by picked me up, gave me
my bicycle, and offered to take me home. I declined, because I’d be in such trouble for
being so far from home. I put myself to bed and was fine the next day.
One of the most wonderful houses we lived in was in Brackley, the Span House
development on Queens Rd. We played outside together all day. We made up our own
treasure hunts, built cabins in the woods, and had secret discos in the garages,
borrowing our parent’s records. It was totally innocent, no smoking, drinking or
misbehaviour, but it was terrific fun. Looking back, it was a relaxing relief for the parents
too. I have never enjoyed a community more, and it did wonders for my social
development, I was a bit shy of other groups of children before that. The key was plenty
of pavements, green spaces, and cars sectioned off so I could literally frolic out of the
front door without getting run over. It also gave us the chance to practise our cycling
skills. It didn’t matter if it was dark. The speed limit was 5mph with speed bumps. It gave
me a good insight into why these estates are so successful in Europe.
Our most expensive family house was at the far end of Southfield place, off the
Brooklands Road, I have never been so lonely and isolated, very few other children, I
entertained myself by riding down the hill in a go cart. Even at the age of 10 I was aware
that to pass a driving test, and own a car was the only way I could become an
independent adult, and back then it was true. We moved to Woking for four years, and
during that time I cycled to school along the pavement, which was relatively safe. At 17
we had moved back, and I didn’t ride a bike for 10 years; it felt too dangerous, especially
at night.
In the 80s I moved to London and enjoyed public transport, but it was so loud! I was
glad to get back to the relative quiet of Weybridge. In the 1990s I worked at Weybridge
hospital. When my old car was broken into in Addlestone, it was written off; I couldn’t
afford to buy a new one, so I bought a cheap bicycle, and commuted along Weybridge
Road every day. I ignored the “no cycling on the pavement” rule if no one was looking. I
couldn’t afford to be knocked off and injured as I would genuinely have lost my home if
I’d had to take time off my second job.
All turned out well, I met my husband and we moved to Ripley. We had bicycles just
for occasional leisure on the river Wey. We could easily have cycled or walked to the
nearest shop, which was one flat mile away, but we always drove, because we thought
it was easier and quicker. Actually, by the time we’d got through the bottle neck, crossed
the main junction, and found a parking place, it would’ve been quicker by bike! I put on
3 stone by only driving and felt utterly helpless when the car broke down.
But for the past 12 years we’ve been down in Exeter, Devon, and my love of cycling
every day for work and lifestyle has increased dramatically, because of the easy cycling
here. It has a great estuary trail, shared paths, and several new segregated sections, in
short, it’s almost connected, it’s possible to live by bike. We still have a car, but rarely
use it, and are on the verge of giving it up to join a CoCar scheme.
My family remains in Weybridge, mum is 90yrs young, and I visit her in Weybridge
every couple of months. She is likely to give up driving in another year or so. Even now
when she walks down to Oatlands village to get the paper, or go to the chemist, butcher
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etc, she finds it a buffeting and noisy experience. She’s not quite so steadfast on her feet
as she used to be and stepping down onto the road and up onto the pavement again is
a trip hazard. However, going out independently every day is vital to her happiness and
well-being; it’s been part of her daily routine for 70 yrs. So anything that can be done to
make local pavements and crossings safer, easier, e.g. raised table top design, and
protected from vehicles will have a direct beneficial impact on her health and happiness!

WEYBRIDGE MEN’S SHED
The Weybridge Men’s Shed opened its doors just 10 months ago and has already
exceeded the expectations of the 6 founding Trustees. The Shed is a registered Charity,
with the same general aims as the other 700 Men’s Sheds in UK to do with reducing
social isolation and the mental health consequences particularly, but not exclusively,
amongst men. However, not only is the Shed a place for people to meet and make new
mates, but it has already become a
new resource for making and mending
projects for the community and
individuals.
People with skills of any kind that
they would like to share and people
who would like to acquire a new skill
from others are all welcome at the
Shed. Who said that old dogs can’t
learn new tricks? That is not the case
at the Weybridge Shed.
There are no membership or
attendance fees at the Shed. The
coffee and tea are free, and there is no requirement to book in. Just turn up and join in
with what is happening, or just sit, chat and watch others, or even bring your own project
and use the tools at the shed to finish it.
Located on the allotments close to St James Church in Weybridge, the Shed now
provides allotment plot tenants with maintenance and building expertise and tooling that
did not previously exist, and certainly not so close at hand. The Shed does projects and
jobs for individuals in return for a donation. These donations enable the Shed to be selfsufficient without the need for membership fees, or even having to charge for tea, coffee
and biscuits – the essential part of any Shed session.
This past month several members of the Shed have turned an interest in beekeeping
and producing great honey into a two-hive reality. In the coming weeks the Shed will
work on building two new play boats for a local park.
Trustees of the Shed have been truly amazed by the support and generosity of many
people in the community who have recognised the relevance of the Objects of the
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Shed. Donations of tools and money enabled Trustees
to beat most of the original targets. Most
unexpectedly, the main donors to the Men’s Shed have
been women, who talk about the importance of men’s
mental health to family wellbeing. It has not been
uncommon for daughters and wives to encourage their
men to join in rather than just accept loneliness as a
fact of life.
While the Shed’s operational and tooling inventory
is virtually complete, there is still more finishing
projects to complete. Plumbing and water treatment
projects are the next milestones. Its completion, and
the installation of heating in winter has all been made
possible by a grant from Surrey County Council Your
Fund.
The Shed prides itself on being an open and
inclusive shop, where all are welcome. From bird
tables to beehives. From Christmas trees to cat
feeders. From boats to garden sheds. There seems
to be no limit to the interests and capabilities of
Weybridge Shedders. But apart from what the Shed makes, Shedders enjoy the
personal success stories of their mates – and of course the inevitable banter and “war”
stories.
For the time being the Shed, in the allotments at the end of Curzon Road, is open
three afternoons a week from 1:30pm for 3 hours. In due course it is likely that an extra
session will be added as member numbers increase.
To find out more, or to encourage others with more time on their hands than they
would like to get directions to the Shed, the Shed is on Facebook and the website
www.weybridgeshed.org has directions, contact details and lots of photos of our
progress and projects at the Shed.
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WEYBRIDGE’S OPEN SPACES AND OLD CHARACTER
Weybridge was once a small hamlet at the point where the River Wey was bridged as it
joins a southerly bend of the Thames half way between Windsor and Hampton Court,
and close to the historic Chertsey Abbey. Weybridge grew after the arrival of royalty in
the 16th century, and again after the arrival of the railway
in the 19th century. Heathrow Airport then provided an
international flavour in the 20th century.
In 1974 Weybridge and neighbouring Walton were
brought into an enlarged new Borough of Elmbridge, which
includes Esher and Cobham on the far side of the River
Mole. In Parliament, Weybridge shares its MP with
Runnymede Borough to the North, which includes
Chertsey and Addlestone, but to the East, Walton and
Esher have a different MP. These arbitrary borders add to
the complications of old roads and paths, rivers, canals
and railway lines which all lie within the M25. Weybridge
now merges with Walton, where the nearest Thames
Bridge is 2 miles away. Only a small ferry connects the
long-distance Thames towpath at Weybridge with the next
stretch going Westwards along the North bank at
Shepperton, which has a different character.
In the 16th century Weybridge was part of King Henry
VIII’s hunting forest, which may explain some of the wealth of trees. Smaller homes
now replace some of the larger houses or are being created by conversion of offices.
Some gated estates now divide parts of the community, but local leaders have
encouraged schemes with shared communal spaces in the SPAN developments of
Templemere and Brackley. One local Councillor until recently chaired the Open Spaces
Society which since 1865 has helped the preservation of open spaces like Hampstead
Heath and the new National Parks in the 20th century. Preserving Weybridge’s remaining
open spaces now has to face financial pressures towards building and gating private
estates. It is a changing place.
Nearby Chertsey is a historic town with a good museum and Georgian buildings close
to the site of its lost Abbey. King Henry VIII notoriously demolished that Benedictine
Abbey as part of a policy to disband monasteries, and he also broke with the Pope for
rejecting his divorce. The ruins of the Abbey were then used after 1537 to build his new
Oatlands Palace situated near the bend where Weybridge’s Thames Street leaves the
High Street. But that structure lasted barely a hundred years due to neglect in the Civil
War when royalty was banned by Oliver Cromwell. Its old bricks were again recycled in
about 1650 to line the walls of new locks on the Wey Navigation, which widened the river
Wey to improve transport of goods and grain from Guildford. Chalk from the North
Downs was used to build the banks of the Navigation which has the National Trust
footpath between Weybridge’s Town Lock and Thames Lock. A narrow footpath along
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Church Walk then links the Wey
with the Thames towpath
towards London.
Oatlands Palace had long
gone when a new Oatlands
House was built on much
higher landscaped ground in
1725, which became home to
the Duke and Duchess of York
from 1790-1820. That Duchess
of York was popular and had
many dogs, and she is
commemorated by a monumental column erected in her memory on Monument Green
beside the High Street, which was brought from ‘Seven Dials Place’ in London’s Covent
Garden. Oatlands House was eventually converted into the present Oatlands Park Hotel
which still has its landscaped setting above Broadwater Lake and is a venue for events.
Oatlands ‘village’ came in about 1840 to accommodate staff for the Oatlands Estate.
At the top of Monument Hill the public cricket green and the War Memorial are good
landmarks where Oatlands Drive, Queens Road, Hanger Hill and Monument Hill meet at
a roundabout. Here there is a small shopping centre known as ’Temple Market’.
Proposals that the War Memorial be moved away to speed traffic, may meet with local
opposition. Some old inns still survive such as the Ship Inn by Monument Green, the
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Old Crown in Thames Street, and the Hand and Spear among trees near Weybridge
Station (which is where Robert Louis Stephenson corrected his drafts for Treasure
Island).
Henry VIII’s break with Rome led to formation of a separate Church of England after
a Reformation which divided Christian churches in Europe for centuries. But the Parish
church of St James, with its prominent spire, remains friendly with the new Catholic
Church of Christ the Prince of Peace in Portmore Park Road. Between these lies the
Weybridge Health Centre where the Hospital burnt down in 2017, and there are now
NHS plans to restore facilities. Up in Queens Road ‘village’ is the United Reformed
Church which has a small spire, and in Heath Road the old Catholic church of St Charles
Borromeo was where the exiled French King Louis Phillipe worshipped when he was
living at Claremont in Esher. This church became vacant in the 20th century and was
used by the Korean Church but is disused again.
Aside from old royal connections and landmarks, Weybridge is now quietly
international and cosmopolitan. Sadly, access to St George’s Hill (a private gated estate)
has been lost but still has the relic of an Iron Age hillfort which used to be called ‘Caesar’s
Camp’. What is left of the fort has a designated ‘public footpath’ round it but without any
public access on foot as the old bridleway of Old Avenue has been enclosed recently by
gates and guards. Ironically, back in 1647 a group of radicals called the Levellers or
Diggers tried to dig in on the Hill’s common land in Oliver Cromwell’s time but were driven
off. The Enclosures Act of 1800 went on to keep the public at bay. In contrast to
enclosed estates, Weybridge Heath has woods which remain open to the public though
it is carved in three by the railway, Hanger Hill and Heath Road. Near the town centre is
still the preserved unbuilt ‘heart of Weybridge’ which contains allotments and now a
‘Men’s Shed’. Essential public spaces for children survive in Churchfields recreation
ground (near the Library) and in Oatlands Park. Further South the large new Brooklands
Community Park and play areas were created this century on the runway area of the old
Brooklands airfield and racetrack. A mile south of that park, Byfleet’s historic Manor
stands beside the river Wey footpath and is where Henry VII, the reclusive father of Henry
VIII, once lived, and is now being restored.
On a Thames island beside the towpath in Weybridge opposite a small park and
canoe club is Eyot House, which was the once the home of Richard D’Oyly Carte. Arthur
Sullivan (of Gilbert and Sullivan fame) used to row up here from his house in Walton to
his patron’s music room. Eyot House is now being restored by new musician-owners
after recent damage by squatters when it had previous owners. Bed-sits there were once
used by Vietnamese ‘boat-people’ refugees forty years ago. Further East along the
towpath is the 3-acre riverside open grassland park of Desborough Island, which was
created when the Desborough channel was cut to straighten the Thames in the 1930s.
The old shallow channel to the north still has its old bathing beach opposite the
Shepperton bank.
Beyond Chertsey, Runnymede Borough’s public open space of St Ann’s Hill is topped
by tall Californian Redwood trees (whose soft bark can be punched) and by prehistoric
rounded stones (which must have once been under the sea). Next to St Peter’s Hospital,
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Runnymede also maintains the landscaped public open space of Homewood Park which
includes the 18th century Botley’s Mansion, a fine venue for weddings.
As well as a few open spaces with free access, Weybridge also has private clubs,
such as St George’s
Hill golf and tennis
clubs and their other
facilities.
At Wisley
(five miles away) the
Royal
Horticultural
Society’s Garden was
first started by a
Weybridge
resident
from his 1852 house
on Cobbetts Hill (just
south of the station),
before RHS Wisley
opened in 1902. An older relic from before the invention of telephones is the British
Navy’s semaphore tower, once vital for signalling between London and Portsmouth,
which stands at the top of an open sandy hill on Ockham Common near Wisley. Beyond
Chertsey on the way to Ashford Hospital is Laleham Abbey’s public park, and of course
Bushy Park is near Hampton Court.
Within Weybridge, when Vickers aircraft factories were being bombed during WW2,
the edge of St George’s Hill provided bomb-shelters and health care for workers,
including briefly Barnes Wallis, inventor of the ’bouncing bomb’. By the 1960s, however,
St George’s Hill started to become a refuge for newly rich pop stars, such as the Beatles
and Cliff Richard. One Beatles fan, as his mother told us, escaped from his boarding
school in Essex to camp outside John Lennon’s house. That boy was the late satirist
Douglas Adams, author of A Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy. His school (mine too) may
have inspired him, since it was where a boy was burnt at the stake for reading the Bible
in English, and for refusing a Catholic doctrine in Queen Mary Tudor’s ‘reign of terror’ in
the 1550s. He appears in Foxe’s book of Protestant martyrs.
Many of the exotic 1960s Weybridge celebrities have been followed by wealthy
international businesspeople in the 1980s. The Hill has changed character from
somewhere the public could stroll, cycle or drive, and where tobogganing was allowed in
winter courtesy of the Golf Club. But modern wealthy residents now require gates and
guards to protect themselves on this estate.
At the start of the 20th century’s ‘oil age’, the great ‘monarchs’ of motor racing were
the Locke Kings who built Brooklands racetrack, a world first in 1907. They also
pioneered aviation before World War I, and Brooklands went on to host the vital aircraft
company of Vickers-Armstrong before World War II, which later to become British Aircraft
Corporation. It produced the VC10 and parts of the BAC 111 and Concorde. Brooklands
Museum now appears on TV as the ‘Transport Museum’ and displays early vehicles and
planes, with Mercedes Benz World nearby. Brooklands College on Weybridge Heath,
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North of the railway, was once home of the Locke Kings but now draws tertiary students
from miles around. Next to it is Heathside School, Weybridge’s local state secondary
school. A private school is based in Addlestone’s old mansion of Woburn Farm, where
Catholic monks from Europe established St George’s College.
In summary, Weybridge has developed a healthy cosmopolitan and international
reputation, but still blends wealth and the modesty of long-staying local citizens and a
tradition of engineers, inventors, authors and other characters who have chanced to
settle here.
Weybridge is best explored on foot. A town walking guide called Aspects of
Weybridge was produced by the Weybridge Society to celebrate the Millennium 22 years
ago (available on our website). Walking is again encouraged in this Jubilee year as we
face crises of virus, climate change, motor traffic and conflict, while we all need to guard
our natural environment.
For further reading see the Society’s website www.weybridgesociety.org.uk/localinfo/history/, and Weybridge Past (1999) by Neil White, director of the former Elmbridge
Museum (which was above Weybridge Library). For old photos see A Window on
Weybridge
by
DM
and
JL
Barker
(1993).
Details of the Aspects of Weybridge walk is also on the website
www.weybridgesociety.org.uk/local-info/walks/
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PUBLIC MEETING ON WEYBETTERWEYBRIDGE
On Friday 20th May, Surrey
County Council, North West
Surrey Alliance, NHS Surrey
Heartlands
Clinical
Commissioning Group and
Elmbridge Borough Council
hosted a public event about the
WeyBetterWeybridge
programme in St James Church.
During the five-hour event, over 250 residents visited and spent time reading the display
boards, talking to key decision makers from across the organisations involved and
leaving feedback about the programme. The event allowed for rich, in-depth
conversations between local residents and stakeholders, enabling them to gain a deeper
understanding and awareness of the situation.
Attending the event to speak to residents were Dr Ben Spencer, MP for Runnymede
and Weybridge, Cllr Tim Oliver, County Councillor for Weybridge and Leader of Surrey
County Council, Jack Wagstaff, Place Leader, North West Surrey Alliance, Ian Smith,
Designate Chair for the Surrey Heartlands Integrated Care Board and Marie Snelling,
Executive Director for Customer and Communities, Surrey County Council as well as
officers involved in the programme.
Tim Oliver, Weybridge County
Councillor said, “This is an extremely
important project for the residents of
Weybridge and I was delighted to be
able to attend and speak to so many
people who are passionate about the
services in their local area. Our full focus
now will be on delivering the project and
providing modern services for everyone.”
The
WeyBetterWeybridge
programme was created following the
fire that destroyed the health centre in
2017. Realising the opportunity this presented, the programme aims to renew the health
campus and library, improve nearby road junctions and create a new public realm space
at the heart of the town, for use by the community.
Jack Wagstaff, Place Leader, North West Surrey Health and Care Alliance said: “It was
wonderful to see so many local Weybridge residents at this event.
“We had so much interesting and insightful discussion and, working together, have the
opportunity to develop a facility in Weybridge that will be an asset to the local community
for years to come. I would like to thank everyone who gave up their time to come along
and help shape the future of local health services.”
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The
public
event provided an
opportunity
for
residents to see
progress so far and
speak with key
decision
makers.
Display
boards
around the venue
showed a range of
information
including a summary of all the research and feedback from residents to date, plans for
the road improvements, proposals for the library redevelopment and information about
the services that will be available in the new health campus.
Also on display were artist’s impressions of what the site could look like, with
improvements designed to connect the north and south sides of Church Street and
create a more pedestrian-friendly environment for residents. A video showed a fly
through of the proposed site layout, enabling people to see how both sites, either side of
Church Street, would work together.
Importantly for residents, the event also provided a timeline for the construction of the
health campus. Detailed designs and the planning application are expected later this
year, with a decision expected next year, along with the tendering and contracts process.
The building should be complete by the end of 2025, with the facility expected to open
to residents in the first half of 2026.
As well as providing information, the event
also gave residents the chance to give
feedback on the proposals and what their
priorities are for the facilities and services.
Feedback ranged from a suggestion of a
footpath to access the new health campus
to requests for services that should be
provided and ideas on how to better
integrate the different spaces and
buildings, such as opening the library from
the back onto the proposed public realm space.
For anyone who missed the event in person, the display boards will be available to
view in the library until June 18th. The information from the event has also been placed
online and can be viewed at www.surreycc.gov.uk/weybridgeprogramme and there is
also the chance to provide online feedback at the same time.
A further event has been proposed for later in the year, when it is hoped that more
detailed plans for the site will be available.
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Magazine Comments - Did anything catch your eye in this magazine, or would
you like to make a comment to the editor? Your feedback would be appreciated.
Please let us know through magazine@weybridgesociety.org.uk .
Thanks to contributors Kay Williamson, Georgia Fareday, Pauline O’Sullivan, Nick Thripp,
Steve McCarthy, Richard Marshall, John Owens, Raymond Spary and Dave Arnold

The Weybridge Society is looking for Active Volunteers
We do a lot but would like to do more, can you help us expand in 2022?
Do you have the interest, experience and some free time to lend a hand?
With re-development of the medical, library and community centre our town is
facing a bright future and the Society will be playing a key role in ensuring that any
developments enhance and protect our environment. Please contact us if you are
interested- contact details above.
Registered charity #1167053
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