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SHARE WITH CARE
CAMPAIGN TO IMPROVE TRAVEL AROUND WEYBRIDGE

Do you remember how 
pleasant it was to walk or 
cycle along Weybridge’s 
roads during the COVID-19 
lockdowns? Sadly, we are now 
back to ‘normal’, with local 
roads congested and our town 
again famous for standstill 
traffic. Getting around on 
foot or cycle isn't easy 
either. As ever, it’s only for 
the alert, brave and fleet-footed to safely 
navigate road junctions like Weybridge 
railway station or the roundabout by the  
cricket green. 

The Weybridge Society thinks this 
situation must change and wants to form 
a local team to address a host of travel 
concerns. We are now looking for people 
to join this team to make travel round 
Weybridge safer and more comfortable. 

As one of three Elmbridge towns that 
regularly breaches emission targets, 
Weybridge is a place where excessive 
pollution is already leading to high rates of 
respiratory illness. Surrey County Council, 
which manages the local road network, 
has also acknowledged the need to 
reduce emissions to meet climate change 
targets. In its recently published Surrey 
Transport Plan, ‘Active Travel’ is a core 
strategy, aimed at discouraging people 
from using their cars for short journeys 
and encouraging healthier modes of 
travel that increase both physical exercise 
and opportunities for social interaction. 
Walking or cycling to school can help set 
healthy habits for life. Moreover, such 

active travel can benefit local 
businesses, providing people 
with greater opportunities 
to pop into shops as they 
pass whilst also reducing  
parking stress. 

The Weybridge Society 
once ran a Transport Panel 
that produced a transport 

strategy of its own. It 
advocated for more cycle-

friendly and joined-up routes across town, 
but until recently, authorities had not made 
as much progress as we would have liked. 

However, Surrey County Council 
(SCC) re-energised local efforts with the 
Brooklands Accessibility Project, which 
gave the Society an ideal opportunity to 
re-engage in transport matters. Over a 
period of three years, this strategic project 
– now complete – implemented a range 
of measures to create a safe route for 
walking and cycling between Weybridge 
town centre and the community park at 
Brooklands. Among the changes are 
a new shared path along Heath Road, 
new sign posts, and informative display 
boards designed by Brooklands Museum. 
The project was developed by SCC in 
partnership with Elmbridge Borough 
Council (EBC), and substantially funded by 
a regional enterprise partnership. 

Spurred on by its impact on her 
neighbourhood, last year Society executive 
committee member Sally Bean formed a 
small team to contribute to the project at the 
start of its final phase. This phase focused 
on widening the paths around Churchfields 

Sally Bean leads new 
healthy travel team
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Recreation Ground, increasing the 
gap between barriers and installing 
additional lighting. Other local groups also 
contributed, with the Weybridge Charity 
generously offering a small amount of land, 
which helped to smooth out a sharp bend, 
whilst the Weybridge Park Residents’ 
Association cooperated by agreeing to 
have their adjacent hedge cut back. 

Living near the paths, Sally was aware 
of the concerns of some residents about 
the risks of increased cycling on the paths 
and felt it was important to delve into the 
social and behavioural aspects of the 
issue. Accordingly, the Society ran a survey 
of users to understand their needs and 
concerns and how to address them. Their 
feedback enabled the Society team to 
assist the SCC project team with aspects 
of design, such as the spacing between 
chicane barriers and improved lighting. 

Crucially, we also proposed 'Share 
with Care' signage to encourage a culture 

of reciprocity on the paths, and now we 
are collaborating with Heathside School 
on a safety-awareness campaign. We 
are also working on a proposal for a path 
maintenance partnership with adjoining 
landowners to ensure path boundaries are 
kept clear of encroaching vegetation. 

At the time of writing, our campaign and 
the erection of signage has been delayed 
by a public inquiry to gain legal approval for 
cycling on the paths. This illustrates the kind 
of dilemmas that councils and residents 
face when trying to improve transport 
infrastructure. While most respondents 
to our survey felt the paths around 
Churchfields Recreation Ground were safe 
for sharing, around 13% of respondents 
thought that cyclists should be banned 
from them. Furthermore, a few people 
made formal objections to the proposal. 
The inquiry thus had to formally weigh up 
the danger of diverting cyclists, including 
schoolchildren, from these greener paths 
and onto Weybridge’s narrow busy roads, 
against the risk to pedestrians of increased 
cycling on these paths. We are still awaiting 
the result of this inquiry.

Meanwhile, the Government is 
changing the Highway Code this year 
to define a hierarchy of users, putting 
people at greatest risk of being harmed in 
a collision at the top of the hierarchy and 
requiring people lower down to give them 
priority. That does not mean giving some 
users a free pass to take no heed of what’s 
going on around them. The only practical 
solution in any community is for all users 
to be aware and considerate of each other.

Our ‘Share with Care’ campaign is 
designed to promote just that – mutual 
respect and consideration – as it sets 
out guidelines that apply to all users of 
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the Churchfields paths. Whilst at times 
the 'Active Travel' concept may seem to 
focus more on cycle infrastructure than on 
those who walk, it is not meant to ignore 
the behavioural aspects of change, or to 
make non-cyclist pedestrians or drivers 
feel marginalised. 

At the Society, we now think it would be 
more helpful to talk about ‘Healthy Travel’ – 
defined as getting into the habit of using the 
healthiest forms of travel suitable for each 
individual, but also being aware of other 
people’s needs. The key is to make sure 
one person’s travel choices don’t interfere 
with others’ safety and enjoyment. Another 
concern is to ensure that area residents 
have a greater voice in improving local 
routes and traffic infrastructure, critically, at 
an earlier stage in the process.

The Society would 
now like to establish a 
more permanent ‘Healthy 
Travel’ team – an updated 
reformulation of our old 
Transport Panel – with 
a number of activities 
already planned. Among 
these are finding ways 
to involve people who 
live, work and study in 
Weybridge in the active 
travel goals and to 
collaborate with councils 
on their active travel plans 
and other relevant citizen 
engagement initiatives. 
We will be setting up 
a Facebook group for 
discussion of local issues 
and ideas, promoting 
council consultations and 
getting out and about to 

look at trouble spots. 
In the short term, we want to 

encourage better maintenance of path 
boundaries, so that the full width of a 
path is always available. We would also 
like to create a local map of the best 
ways to get around Weybridge on foot 
or bike, identifying opportunities to open 
up better routes in the longer term. We 
are also investigating ways of gathering 
data more systematically on people's 
experiences of walking and cycling in this 
area and researching the experiences 
of other places that are trying to do  
similar things.

If you would like to get involved with 
our new healthy travel team or have views 
you’d like to express, please contact us at 
healthytravel@weybridgesociety.org.uk


