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TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION:
MAJOR ADVANCES IN 2020!
Weybridge’s town centre will see massive
positive changes this year, as plans are
finalised for the rebuild of NHS services, and
the Streetscape scheme to improve public
space on the High Street gets underway.
WRAP – Weybridge Rebuild and
Advance Project
The WRAP idea put forth by the Weybridge
Society in 2018 and championed in 2019
by the three authorities in charge of local
services – the NHS, Surrey County Council
(SCC) and Elmbridge Borough Council
(EBC) -- is now a working plan. Construction
on rebuilding NHS services is expected
as early as 2021 after a series of planning
stages are completed.

• Embracing the Society’s WRAP idea,
in 2019 SCC secured a £100,000
government grant from the One Public
Estate project and is now using it to work
out how to combine as many services as
possible under one roof. This work includes
options appraisal and master-planning to
assess a comprehensive regeneration
plan of a number of town-centre sites
in multiple public sector ownership:
Weybridge Health Centre, Surrey County
Council Library, Surrey Youth Centre, the
Clinical Commissioning Group offices and
Elmbridge Centre for the Community.
IN THIS ISSUE

Welcome to the winter edition of our
quarterly newsletter – the Green Issue!
This time we’re focusing on all things
environmental: climate change, flooding
risks, greenbelt and what Surrey and
Elmbridge Councils are doing, plus
tips on what you can do to make a big
positive impact. If everyone thinks and
acts local, the impact is global – so do
your part for the planet each day!
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• Combining these publicly owned sites into
a shared building or hub (or other options)
has the potential to release land for new
housing, deliver new jobs, commercial
space, efficiencies and wider economic
development benefits to ensure the
future vitality and viability of Weybridge’s
town centre.

• By July 2020, all business cases will
be completed. The NHS will then need
to sign off on a capital program with
SCC, and EBC will need to agree
planning issues.
• Hospital Site – a super-fast schedule
is now in place, with all partners trying
to keep momentum and stick to the
following timeline:

• Options appraisal work is now underway
led by SCC, with specialist support
from Health and Property consultants
Essentia and in partnership support
from Elmbridge, NHS Property and
Northwest Surrey’s Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG).

Early 2020 – narrow down schemes to
one or two max, provisioning (what goes
in) and overall look of project, to get
approved by NHS, SCC and EBC, and
funding to be found and put in place
Second half of 2020 – project goes to
tender, contractors found and employed

• Last year SCC, EBC and the NHS worked
hard to gain consensus on the three main
sites available for redevelopment: hospital
site, library building and community centre.
Having kept an open mind and flexibility as
to what could go where, the three partners
have been developing ideas for how to
provision various services.

Early 2021 – ‘spade in ground’ –
ground-breaking for works and start
of construction
• Library Site – will remain open until it is reprovided and reopened on either its existing
site or on the old walk in centre site, so while
there is a review going on independently of
this project across 52 Surrey libraries, the
Weybridge library will continue working as
is, until WRAP is ‘wrapped up’. Despite all
the changes, Surrey County Council is keen
to ensure that the existing library remains a
place for creativity, so a new initiative has
begun allowing self-employed people, coworking groups and start-up companies to
access the upstairs space over the library
even now and until the new hub is built.

• Surrey County Council have set up
a stakeholder board chaired by SCC
Councillor for Weybridge Tim Oliver, with
the Weybridge Society representing
residents, alongside the Weybridge
Town Business Group (WTBG), which
is representing local businesses. In a
partnership meeting on 11th November
2019 many new ideas emerged for WRAP
and the hub, such as creating a co-working
and meeting space helping start-ups and
self-employed people. This process and
regular meetings continue.

STREETSCAPE
Thanks to the Weybridge Town Business
Group (WTBG) headed by Paul Povey, this
project has been in the works for three years.
In 2020 Weybridge will see major
improvements to the pavements from the
Ship Hotel to Café Nero, as EBC drives the

• When the options appraisal work is
complete, draft ideas will be shared with
councillors and key local stakeholders. A
public consultation on the proposed final
plan will follow.
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project forward, with works already begun at
the end of January.

• Further updates will be given to the all
businesses in the area between Elmgrove
Road and Ship Yard.
EBC and SCC are working hard with WTBG
to develop a co-ordinated programme of
events, environmental improvements and
community initiatives to support the vitality
and viability of the town centre.
Key goals and features of this redesign
include:
• Declutter and open up the high street
• Resurface and extend the pavement
• Retain on-street parking
• Offer a flexible events space
• Respect the conservation areas
Residents and businesses can follow
progress via twitter @elmbridgebc and
@enterpriseelmb

The redesign and resurfacing of the
High Street pedestrian areas will create an
outdoor space for markets and performances
that enhance community life and bring
more business into town. Added funding
for the pavements across the road are
also being sought at SCC. EBC set out the
following timeline:

BROOKLANDS SCHEME
(Brooklands Business Park
Accessibility Project)
Works to improve pedestrian areas outside
Weybridge Station began in November 2019
and construction of a shared pedestrian/
cycle path along Heath Road is scheduled
to begin in 2020. Current plans envision a
February/March start, subject to procurement
timescales and successful acquisition of
street work permits.
These works will be the first components
of a wider £2.89 million project supported
by the Enterprise M3 Local Enterprise
Partnership, EBC and SCC, aimed at
improving travel choice and sustainable
transport accessibility in this area. That
project, which will complete by March 2021,
also includes these components:

• 16
weeks
of
pre-construction
works completed.
• Following the procurement process
Henderson & Taylor (who scored best
for price and quality) were selected as
the contractor.
• Planning application 2019/1127 was
approved by planning sub-committee on
the 11th August 2019.
• Subject to planning and lead in times for
materials Henderson & Taylor targeted
2020 for start and completion.
• Henderson & Taylor have confirmed
that the project can be delivered to
allow continued pedestrian access and
work with the businesses to schedule
the improvement works outside of their
entrances for periods directly after
business closing.

• Provision of a walking/cycling route
between the Brooklands Business Park
and Weybridge Station and improving
signage to assist those travelling on foot
or by bike. Detailed design is underway for
3
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sections of the route which require path
construction.
• Providing better public bus facilities in the
Weybridge - Brooklands area.
• Seeking to make improvements to and
safeguarding access through private
roads in Brooklands.
• Potential improvements at Weybridge
Station, including increasing cycle storage
(full scope of improvements to be
confirmed and contingent on agreement
with/additional funding from South
Western Railway).

timetable as Surrey is looking at various
traffic pressure points across the county.
In addition, taking in results of the
Brooklands transport study (begun in 2019)
should provide further information this year,
which in turn will help make better decisions
on local traffic flow. Therefore, over the course
of 2020, Weybridge should also see various
survey results, including the High Street traffic
survey that looked at coordinating lights.
There is also work going ahead to study how
the two-island system at Temple Market could
be re-designed and/or replaced to improve
traffic flow, including a possible moving of the
war memorial.
As part of the wider scheme but specific
to Weybridge, SCC is also overseeing
or working together with EBC and other
government bodies to deliver the following:
• Project delivery for the major Brooklands
scheme elements (cycle path, signage,
bus infrastructure, improvements to St
Georges’ Avenue entrance) are scheduled
between April 2019 and March 2021.
• Initial discussions by SCC with EBC
planning and Highways planning has
highlighted the need for a further planning
application to cover the element of the
scheme that goes over private land
(owned by Mercedes-Benz World).
• SCC will follow up over the next few
months as detailed designs come forward.
In particular, there will be further feedback
from stakeholders – councillors, WTBG,
Weybridge Society and conservation and
planning colleagues.

In 2020 residents will note the start of the
project for a cycle path and shared commuting
space with pedestrians along Heath Road.
The first bit to be built will be the link
between Brooklands Business Park and the
station, in order to improve commuting for
local employees. Already some pedestrian
bits around the station roundabout have been
improved with minor upgrades, but bigger
improvements will have to await a longer
4
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THAMES FLOODING AND WHAT’S BEING DONE
Living along or near the Thames and
Wey rivers as all Weybridge residents do,
it will come as no surprise that Weybridge
– and more generally Surrey – remains
at high risk of flooding. More than 30,000
properties are in danger from rising rivers
and surface water sources, and there
have been several major flood incidents
in the last twenty years, mostly in the
floodplain of the lower River Thames and
its tributaries.
But residents and local authorities at
Elmbridge and Surrey have been working
together to try and make flooding areas
more resilient on a long-term basis, and
a new £640 million Thames Flooding
Scheme – the largest investment in flood
risk in the UK to date – will soon become
a reality.
With the Environmental Agency (EA)
recently confirming its commitment to
find funding, and Surrey County Council
(SCC) announcing in October 2019 that it
would contribute £237 million to the total
cost, the scheme is now well on its way.
Local
authorities
adopted
a
coordinated approach with residents
and partners to overcome challenges
of limited financial resources and
competing priorities in order to
address flooding problems related to
existing watercourses and drainage
systems, natural and engineered flood
alleviation schemes, planning and other
critical policies.
The River Thames Scheme, which
focuses mostly on the stretch of river
from Datchet to Teddington, will mainly
benefit towns upstream of Weybridge,
giving them big new flood relief channels.
The third and last of these channels, with
a capacity of 150 cubic metres per

second (cumecs) will discharge into the
Thames at Weybridge (which carried 500
cumecs in the 2014 floods), across the
river from D’Oyly Carte Island and the
canoe club. Importantly for Weybridge
residents, after years of lobbying the EA,
it has now revised its unpopular plans to
widen the Desborough Channel.

Local residents had been long worried
about the impact, as the EA’s original
thinking was to cut back the south bank
Desborough Channel to try to increase
onward flow and to relocate the Thames
Path closer to Walton Lane traffic, whilst
retaining existing narrow bridges.
However, later surveys and modelling
showed the channel has minimal drop,
and limited widening would have little
impact on flow. Residents of Walton
Lane and the Portmore Park and
District area actively lobbied the EA
team over several years to explore less
damaging alternatives.
The EA finally agreed to model other
ways to help carry water downstream
when the new flood relief channels are
created, and to consider dredging and/
5
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or allowing more flood water over the
north of Desborough Island. The EA also
confirmed it would look at raising low
points on the local riverbank between the
first Desborough Bridge and The Minnow.
In November 2019, Weybridge
Riverside ward councillors Andrew
Davis, Vicki Macleod and Ashley Tilling
attended an Environment Agency
briefing at the Civic Centre, which
proved to be a sea change in the
EA approach to flood protection for
Weybridge. Instead of widening the
Desborough Channel, the EA hydraulic
modelling specialists conceived a more
effective plan to increase flow: to lower
the riverbed downriver from the channel
and increase capacity at significant
weirs downstream.
Other positive measures also came
from the meeting in an attempt to meet
the stated goals of the scheme: ‘to reduce
flood risk for 15,000 homes and tens of
thousands of people living and working
near the Thames, as well as providing
better protection for businesses and vital
infrastructure for future generations.’ Now,
encompassed within the updated scheme
are plans for four country parks, 23 km of
new footways and cycle paths, and 250
hectares of wildlife habitat. This could also
include a wetland area on Desborough
Island, providing a year-round habitat
for birds.
‘It’s great news that the Environment
Agency has responded to residents’
concerns,’ said Miles Macleod, Chair of
the Portmore Park and District Residents
Association. ‘We are delighted they have
found a way to reduce local flood risk
without harming the Thames Path and
Desborough Channel.’
The next step in progressing the
scheme is for the EA to request approval

for spending from HM Treasury and
submit development applications for the
statutory consents required to enable the
schemes construction. The Development
Consent Order the EA will be seeking
is similar to a Planning Application
but goes straight to the Secretary of
State. Elmbridge Borough Council will
be consultees, and a likely date for
submission is spring of 2021. There is
to be a public consultation in advance of
this submission as well.
‘The floods in 2014 were devastating
for Surrey and ever since then it’s been
clear we need to do all we can to make
sure our residents and their properties
are protected from such risks in the
future,’ said Tim Oliver, Leader of SCC
and SCC Councillor for Weybridge. ‘We
have committed a considerable capital
budget to address flooding across the
County, and Surrey County Council
will work closely with the Environment
Agency and other key partners to ensure
that we make peoples’ homes as safe
as possible.’
Details of all SCC decisions can be
found on the SCC website, including the
full SCC Cabinet report of October 2019,
including the flood alleviation scheme,
with an annex showing a map of the
affected areas.
GOT THIS ISSUE FOR FREE?
ENJOY WHAT YOU SEE?
Then don’t make this issue your
last! Join Weybridge Society now
and support our efforts to compile
and distribute this informative
local quarterly newsletter to area
residents and businesses!
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LOCAL PLAN TIMETABLE FOR 2020
Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC)
is now months into the process of
formulating a new Local Plan for our
area. This plan, which is due to go into
operation in 2021, sets out guidelines
and targets for development of housing,
greenbelt, urban areas and the like,
which fall within the purview of borough
planning decisions.
At the end of September 2019, the
Options Consultations phase (a public
questionnaire) for the new Local Plan was
completed, and towards the end of last
year EBC officers reviewed responses
and prepared the next consultation
document. EBC then launched another
phase of early engagement, a new sixweek consultation beginning January
2020, which now asks various residents
associations and local community groups
for feedback.
Based on previous public responses
as to what residents want for the
area, this current consultation invites
representatives of local groups to attend
workshops to help set out a vision
and objectives for the Local Plan. The
Society will be attending these workshop
meetings in February and will be reporting
back to its members.
As previously reported in our
autumn newsletter, the Society was
less than impressed with the process
and parameters of the Plan as it was
initially laid out. EBC adopted the
national government’s 2018 standard
methodology without question (9,400
new homes to be built in a 15- year
period beginning 2021), despite the
fact that the target is old and based on
extrapolated needs rather than actual
demographic numbers.

While it’s understandable that local
authorities are under pressure to develop
credible plans and may fear the review
of their final drafts by Government
Inspectors, who could challenge and
require modifications, local authorities do
have leeway in constructing them smartly
at the start, and the Weybridge Society
believes EBC should be submitting a
realistic plan based on and reflecting
local needs and realities.
Elmbridge’s current target is 623 new
dwellings per annum, or 9,345 over the
prescribed 15-year period, an increase of
16% in the Borough’s housing stock. EBC
is, in parallel, developing an infrastructure
plan to request that roads, rail and
services, utilities, hospitals and medical
services, educational provision, etc are
in place to support this level of growth.
It is also developing a separate parking
policy to ensure that new developments
take full account of local on-road parking
conditions and that areas of parking
stress are fully recognised.
In order to achieve this target, EBC
developed five options, stressing that
none was yet preferred. What may emerge
from consultation could be a mixture of
options across the Borough to fit most
closely with local character and needs.
There remains the complication that
Elmbridge is not one place, but a
collection of competing settlements:
five towns and eight villages, each with
different characters, needs, density and
infrastructure levels.
Full details of the consultation can
be found online at www.elmbridge.
gov.uk/localplan. This includes a very
useful interactive map, FAQs and
useful summaries.
7
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PLANNING APPLICATION CHANGES –
FIGHT FOR RESIDENTS’ SAY CONTINUES
Last year Elmbridge Borough Council
(EBC) approved changes to its rules on
determining planning applications, which
came into force on 1st September. The
council took the decision to change rules
despite widespread protest that they limit the
ability of residents to respond to and ward off
problematic developments.
A borough-wide group of residents’
associations, including the Weybridge
Society, subsequently have continued to
press EBC to address the public’s concerns.
A major controversial issue in the new rules
is the introduction of a 28-day timescale
which reduces the time in which residents
can contact their local councillors to alert
them of a problematic application in their
neighbourhood and ask that it be debated
in committee.
The borough-wide protesting group
sent a letter to EBC CEO Rob Moran on
19th November asking for what action is
being taken in response to the points raised
in the petition submitted on 23rd July. On
22nd November the Head of Planning
Kim Tagliarini replied that the petition had
been duly and properly considered by the
Planning Committee on 23rd July.
In a further letter on 12th December, the
local associations protest group asserted
that in fact EBC had not followed its own
procedures in responding to the petition and
requested that the petition be considered by
the Cabinet at its meeting on 8th January.
The petition stated that the new rules are
against the interests of local people and that
they now disenfranchise residents.
In a response from Moran on 16th
December to the 12th December protest
letter, he repeated his statement that

due process had been followed and the
assertion that ‘the petition was dealt with
entirely appropriately.’
Following further representations from
the group of local associations, EBC has
agreed to review the current petition process
to ensure that residents’ concerns are known
by all councillors and are fully considered. It
remains important that residents have a real
say in developments in their neighbourhoods
and not have process be rushed to the
advantage of developers.
For full details on this issue, see the
autumn 2019 newsletter, front page story,
EBC Changes Rules On Determining
Planning Applications, Move Overrides
Strong Public Outcry.

HOME
NEWS
DELIVERY

Deliveries straight to your door
Weybridge News deliver national,
local & international newspapers and
magazines direct to your home or
business, 7 days a week,
364 days a year.
Call us on 01932 842938
or visit us in store.
Weybridge News
44a High Street, Weybridge,
Surrey KT13 8BL
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NEW YEAR, NEW MEMBERS!
2020 Membership Drive

We’re starting the new year in full gear – with our 2020 Membership Drive!
Help us reach our goal to double Society membership by next January!
We’re counting on every member to help us succeed together!
HOW? Simple: we’re asking EVERY MEMBER TO ENROL A MEMBER!
Be it neighbour, friend or acquaintance – simply talk to someone you know and
tell them about all the good the Society does. Let them know that joining is as
simple as clicking on the Join Us link on our website!
WHY? We need registered members because only then can we email them
with the latest news! Only by signing up can you get our emails, be part of the
conversation and KNOW WHAT’S REALLY HAPPENING IN WEYBRIDGE!
WHEN? Do it NOW! We need everyone on board as soon as possible! 2020
sees the start of the regeneration of the town centre, rebuild of Weybridge NHS
and plans for rehousing local services. We’ll also see changes on traffic flow,
cycling, parking and much more!
We’re ON THE CASE and help Surrey and Elmbridge councils set direction
for local initiatives. We’ve not only saved key buildings and shaped policy on
everything from parking to planning, we’re influential on how Weybridge will look
in coming decades.
WANT TO KNOW MORE? See our website, Instagram, Twitter and Facebook,
or find our stand and active volunteers at these local events. COME MEET US –
we’ll share our news in person and talk to prospective members!
SPRING

Weybridge Society AGM – open to all – April 22, 8 pm,
Christ Prince of Peace Church Hall on Portmore Way
Oatlands Fayre – May 16, mid-morning to afternoon

SUMMER Whitely Village Fayre – July
AUTUMN Brooklands Fun Day – September or late August
WINTER

Weybridge Christmas Market – November/December

OUR AIM IS TO BRING WEYBRIDGE TOGETHER AS A REAL COMMUNITY
with the Society representing ALL residents
so help us to help you – enrol a member today!

9
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WEYBRIDGE’S BEST DRESSED WINDOW
A SPLASH OF WINTER CHEER
This winter’s competition for the Best
Dressed Window in the run-up to Christmas
was won most deservedly by Collections
Hair Club on Queens’ Road, which fully
embraced the spirit of the season and
wrapped their entire windows in green
wreaths with silver and pink accessories.

‘This competition and participation of
businesses certainly made this season
more festive,’ said Paul Povey, head of
WTBG. ‘I’m positive there will be more
entries in coming years.’
Charu Sood and Ian Donaldson of
Weybridge in Bloom promoted the event by
going around town and handing out flyers
to retailers urging them to participate, and
publicity by media partner All About
Weybridge raised the profile of the
competition and turned it into a successful
event.

The Weybridge Society joined the
event’s main organiser Weybridge in Bloom
(WiB) and other partners – The Arts Society
Weybridge (TASW), Weybridge Town
Business Group (WTBG) and website and
social media platform All About Weybridge
– to hand out well-earned prizes at the end
of December.
‘We are thrilled to be recognised as
the best dressed window in Weybridge,’
said Ross Fraser, owner of Collections,
accepting the prize from Mayor of
Elmbridge, Mary Sheldon. ‘We love to
brighten up our town and put a smile on
peoples’ faces. We can’t wait for you to see
what we have planned in 2020!’
The competition, which was open to all
Weybridge non-retail and retail businesses,
attracted 15 entrants. Mayor Sheldon said
that as a Bloomer from Hersham, she was
keen to introduce this competition to her
town next Christmas.

Among the judges on the day were Sood
and Donaldson, joined by two treasurers,
Mike Sullivan of WiB and Weybridge
Society Treasurer Andy Richardson, who
handed over one of the prizes from the
Society – two free adverts in this newsletter.
Judging on behalf of TASW, Carol Bogle
said she was impressed by the creative
ideas that businesses used to decorate the
windows.
‘The
decorations
have
been
outstanding, and it was quite challenging to
pick a winner,’ agreed Sullivan of WiB.
Runners up included Wilde Cherry
boutique on Oatlands Drive, Glitterati Hair
& Beauty Salon on Church Street, Orabella
10

Weybridge Society Newsletter – Winter 2020

Hair Salon on Queens Road and Hill House
Interiors on Baker Street, with a special
mention to Garretts Hair Boutique on
Church Street.
Collections Hair Club, one of
Weybridge’s most longstanding businesses
– this year it celebrates its 40th anniversary
– has been owned by Ross Fraser for the
last five years. He’s also worked there for
12 years and carried on from previous
owner and founder, David Chapman.
‘David was extremely passionate about
seasonal decorations, and I just had to
carry on the tradition,’ said Fraser. ‘We
plan at least six months ahead for each
installation, which includes what we are
doing, colours etc. This is top secret every
year and a mixture of in-house and décor
from external partners. We love the element
of surprise – even our own team don’t know
what we are doing and when, so they really
get to enjoy it!’

Fraser credits the success of his
business and all such activities to his
partnership with Marcello Ferri, who has
been working alongside him since the day
he took over the business. He also relies on
the support of staff and clients, who urged
him to ‘go for it’ and join the competition.
Congratulations Collections: we very
much look forward to next year!
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MEET OUR NEW VOLUNTEERS!
We’ve often asked for volunteers and now
we’re pleased as can be that two young
people have answered our plea – Rob Steel
and Becky Roper will be helping spread the
word about the Society and the great things
happening in Weybridge!
Both
graduates
of
Leeds
University,
now
home working locally while
they build their careers,
our
volunteers
have
already proved themselves
indispensable as members
of our growing media team.
Rob has taken on the
big job of revamping our
Facebook page, launching
our Instagram feed and
making sure these two social
media streams work well
with our Twitter feed (run by
Sally Bean) and our website
and emails (managed by
Steve McCarthy). Hurray –
WeySoc goes viral in 2020!
Meanwhile, Becky has joined the
newsletter in the role of reporter, taking
on research and writing news stories
and features, and assisting editor

Lesia Scholey to liaise with contributors. A
keen photographer, Becky is also helping
the newsletter and website with a visual
upgrade. Expect expanded coverage and
imagery as 2020 brings a new look!
Rob,
who
studied
music
and
composing
and is interested in media
and
publicity
(especially
surrounding
sustainable
fashion), is already working
full-time, while Becky, who
studied Russian and Arabic,
works part-time and volunteers
at a local immigration charity.
Proving that old adage
that the busiest people are
often the most energetic and
reliable, these two have been
inspirational, with great ideas
for fresh ways of working and
new topics to cover. Thank you
for joining us Rob and Becky,
and best of luck with your
undoubtedly brilliant futures!
We hope this inspires others to join us
too, as there’s so much good work to be
done at the Society and many more projects
we’d like to take on!

HELP US SUPPORT YOU – JOIN THE WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY!
For more than 65 years, the Weybridge Society has worked for Weybridge. Now, more
than ever, our volunteers need your help to keep our town a great place to live and work.
Support us as we keep you informed of events and issues that affect your community.
Your contribution helps us work for the common good, and as a member you’ll receive
dedicated emails with local news you can use.
The QR code alongside goes to our website joining page or visit
weybridgesociety.org.uk. At just £8 a year for individuals or £12 for two
at the same address, it’s a small but valuable donation to our charity, so
join today!
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PLANNING UPDATE
The following information is summarised
from the Weybridge Society’s Planning
Panel’s records and actions taken at our
regular meetings. Developments are listed
in order from the longest running concerns
to the most recent applications to Elmbridge
Borough Council (EBC). We endeavour to
make this update a true representation of
the panel’s opinion and our actions and
plans concerning local developments. This
list is up to date at the time of writing, but
for the latest and most accurate changes
to planning, please consult EBC or our
website at weybridgesociety.org.uk, where
you can also check the planning update in
previous newsletters for more background
and history on individual cases.

payment of the necessary affordable
housing provision. The Society will have
to leave this matter to EBC as there is no
more that we can achieve.
2018/0083 and 2018/2206 - Wyevale
Garden Centre. The application to
redevelop the Wyevale Garden Centre
has progressed with a public exhibition of
plans for a small-scale home for dementia
patients, but no formal planning application
has been submitted. In general, the Society
remains concerned about expansion into
green areas and the possible ‘slippery
slope’ of developments all along Seven
Hills Road, but no position can be taken
on this particular project until a concrete
proposal has been put forth.

2016/1448 - Monument View, Monument
Hill. The Society continues to press Surrey
County Council councillors and officers for
a solution to dangers posed to pedestrians
crossing this junction of the top of Baker
Street and Monument Hill. Amid continued
investigation of this site, the Society has
recently learned that the junction was
outside its normal specification before it
was made even more dangerous by the
development.

2018/0905 - 18 Springfield Lane, fivestorey building. This site, with its massive
impact on issues of town centre density
and parking, has had two near identical
applications. This first application was
refused, taken to appeal and refused on
appeal, which was a very positive outcome.
Please see only slightly smaller application
2018/3635, next.

2017/2086 and 2018/1557 - 17 High Pine
Close. Both applications for this site are for
a detached two-storey house, with rooms in
the roof space and detached garage in the
rear garden. These applications propose
using what is effectively a public footpath
for vehicle access. The latest application
had been on appeal for a considerable time
and has been refused by the Inspector.
Unfortunately, in latest news on this
development, the only issue stopping
the developer from starting his work is

2018/3635 - 18 Springfield Lane, fourstorey building. The planning officer
also refused this second application for
20 dwellings in a four-storey block of
modern design and materials, with only
13
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16 parking spaces to be provided. The
Society objected to this application on
the grounds of height, mass, impact on
existing dwellings in Springfield Lane and
Monument Green, inadequate parking
and a negative impact on the adjacent
Conservation area.
This application also went to appeal but
unfortunately was given permission by the
planning inspector. The only consolation in
this decision is that this second application
is significantly better than the first, fivestorey version. However, on this site, the
buildings should have been limited to three
storeys, as they currently are.

application after the planning officer
recommended it be permitted, subject to
an agreement that the developer fund an
affordable housing contribution.
The Society opposed the amended
application, having reviewed the changes
and supported the 24 other objectors who
opposed the development. The proposed
terrace of houses is located on Oatlands
Chase, next door to the Oatlands Chaser
pub and not far from Cleves school, an
area of highly congested traffic and a
dangerous junction where vision is often
obstructed, and parking is already dense
at peak morning and afternoon times. The
Society objected for reasons of height,
mass, visual impact, trees, affordable
housing provision and parking.

2018/2252 - Clive House, 12-18 Queens
Road. For years the proposed development
of this site has posed a serious threat to
Queens Road Village and the town of
Weybridge as a whole. This last application
to replace a defunct office block with
residential accommodation was refused
and ran out of time for an appeal. A new
application was put in, but it too was
refused by the planning sub-committee
after 143 objections voiced by area
residents. The developer has now
appealed, and the Society awaits the
outcome. For a complete history of this site
and its problematic redesign, please see
previous issues of the newsletter.

2018/3023 and 2019/0657 - Wessex
South Road. This application for nine flats
(after a previous similar outline application
was refused and dismissed on appeal)
has now been refused after a long ordeal.
Unfortunately, the plans are again on
appeal with the planning inspectorate, so
the Society has protested further.
Supporting 65 objectors, the Society
first provided a detailed objection to the
three-storey block as being unacceptable
in scale, height and mass, all of which were
intrusive and out of character. The Society
also expressed considerable concerns
about the total inadequacy of parking.
The application had attempted to use
a little known two-stage procedure under
the Town & Country Planning Act 2016,
in which consideration of the matter is
split in two. First a decision is made ‘in
principle’ (i.e. whether the site is suitable
for residential development), and later a
subsequent application is made on the
remaining details of the development. This
application for “Permission in Principle”

2018/2649 - St Michaels, 31 Oatlands
Chase – Amended. The local council’s
planning committee has approved this
14
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(with no details as to how the build would
look or be managed!) was granted despite
many objections, including the Society’s.
After a lengthy interval, the planning
officer
considering
the
‘technical
details of the development’ issued a
recommendation to permit, and the matter
was sent to Committee for a decision.
As local residents remained extremely
concerned, the Society sent them guidance
and issued a statement in the form of a late
letter for consideration by the Councillors.
The Society also spent considerable time
advising the resident who undertook the
task of speaking out at the Council meeting.
In the end, nine out of ten Councillors
voted against the application and just
one abstained. The Society’s planning
panel has put in a robust argument to the
planning inspectorate and awaits the final
decision.

After 139 residents objected, the Society
supported them by also objecting on
grounds of height, the development
being a large monolithic block, changes
to the urban content, failure to comply
with the 25 and 45 degree guidelines for
overlooking, loss of trees, excessive hard
standing, drainage concerns, parking and
loading problems.
Although the officer recommended
permission, councillors at their committee
meeting decided to refuse it. After further
complex procedures, the application was
fully refused. The developer followed up
with an appeal, which the Society further
fought with a detailed analysis of the
applicant’s case.
As the newsletter went to print, a
hearing was expected at the end of January
2020. As the proper development of this
site is critical for Weybridge, the Society
will follow up and take appropriate action
on all decisions related to this application
throughout the planning stages to follow.

2019/0386 - St Catherine’s House,
Beales Lane. The developer in this case
proposes a very large three-storey block
containing 20 maisonettes and eight units
of social housing to replace a modest size
care home building just opposite St
Georges Junior School.

2019/0625
and
2019/2492
10
Woodland Grove. The first proposal
for this development in the Oatlands
area
envisioned
replacing
one
dilapidated house with three narrow
four-bedroom houses.
The Society objected based on the fact
that the proposed very narrow, effectively
three-storey houses, were completely out
of character with the prevailing pattern
of development in Woodland Grove,
which for the most part consists of large
detached houses in sizeable, well-spaced
plots with attractive and mature planting.
This proposal therefore would have had a
negative impact on the neighbourhood and
produce an alien street scene, contrary to
both local policies and the revised National
Planning Policy Framework.

The Society has worked long and hard
to fight this proposal, having first attended
a large meeting of local residents who
were very concerned about the application.
15
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Despite these arguments and the
obvious drawbacks in appearance,
the planning officer recommended the
development go ahead, and the planning
panel had to work hard with local
residents to ensure that objections were
passed on to councillors on the planning
committee. The Society then pointed out
that the officer’s report had failed to give
sufficient weight to the core principles
of appearance and character in arriving
at the recommendation to permit. To the
great relief of all involved in objecting, the
application was subsequently refused by
the South Area Planning Committee.
A second application, which now
seems far more sensible and has only
two objections recorded, will probably
be permitted.

application at this site, and more recently,
at 10 Woodland Grove (see 2019/0625
and 2019/2492 above.)
This part of Oatlands Chase is an
ancient wooded area near a school and
features spacious homes with fully mature
giant old trees lining the road. Despite the
developer having chopped down two such
trees in the hopes of winning his first
application, the Society battled for
consideration to be given to character,
atmosphere and beauty of the school
neighbourhood, along with the canopy of
trees that remains. The Inspector also
made
such
considerations
of
neighbourhood character extremely clear
in his earlier dismissal, as did the councillors
when they unanimously rejected the first
application (2018/2147) in January.

2019/1576 and 2019/2670 - 41 Oatlands
Chase and land to the rear of 39
Oatlands Chase. In a protracted case of
disagreement about this site at the junction
of Oatlands Avenue and Oatlands Chase
right opposite Cleves School, the developer
submitted a new application to knock down
a large single-family home with garage and
replace it with a terrace of three houses.
While the Society once again wrote
a full objection, along with 21 other
objectors, in line with past efforts to try
to prevent a slippery slope of destruction
and development out of character in
this area, Elmbridge’s planning subcommittee unfortunately decided to permit
the application.
Whilst the new application presented
a reduction in development (compared
with the developer’s previous plan for 11
units!), it still remains out of character with
the neighbourhood, an important principle
which was affirmed by the Inspector
in dismissing the appeal on the first

In the case of the first application, the
Society and more than 50 others objected to
the plans as a major threat to the Oatlands
area, as the developer’s original proposal
envisioned the demolition of one house to
build 11 new units: one detached house, a
pair of semidetached houses, a terrace of
three two storey houses and a two-storey
block of five flats. The Society worked very
hard to defeat this proposal, supporting the
many objections indicating the application
was a case of overdevelopment with
significant overlooking and pedestrian
safety and parking problems in an area of
severe parking stress. The Society also
wrote to the Inspector to support the many
residents who followed up with letters.
16
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The decision now to permit development
is contradictory (ignoring previous decision
on character) and a grave disappointment.
The development will not only have the
short-term impact of extreme disruption for
area residents, commuters, schoolchildren
and their parents, but also the long-term
negative impact of higher density, increased
traffic and irreparable damage to trees and
change in neighbourhood character. The
permitting of this development may also
make it easier for similar applications to be
permitted in the future.

redesign, reorientation and repositioning of
the plots, garaging, vehicular parking and
planting regime, amongst other issues.
In previous Planning Officer reports
and Inspectorate Decision Notices,
much has been made of the character
of the immediate neighbourhood, and
the permeability and vistas through the
existing dwellings in and from Westdene
Way is stressed repeatedly.
In view of the planning history of this
site, including Inspectorate decisions and
sustained concern by local residents, it
seems shabby in the extreme that these
major changes were dealt with by way of a
Section 73 application under the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990, rather than a
full, new application, which would prompt
the proper attention of local residents.
The Society requested that the Head
of Planning and one of the Council’s legal
staff review the status and treatment
of this application. The Planning officer
made the following statement in his
report: “The design and appearance of
the scheme itself has changed, however
the overall principle and the scope of the
two schemes i.e. density; number and mix
of units remains unaltered, as such it can
be dealt with as a Section S73 application
to vary the drawing numbers for the
minor alterations.”
The Society vehemently disagrees
with the conclusion of the officer and is
very disappointed that the application was
not considered by councillors, as it would
have been under the previous rules for
delegation of decisions.

2019/2014 - British Volunteer Pub. This
application for redevelopment follows the
closing of this establishment as a pub with
the intention to open it as a restaurant or
more upscale gastropub serving up to
120 people.
The proposed alterations and additions
are all shown to be contained within the
existing footprint and the trunking/venting
not to increase the building height. A raised
external eating area has been built, which
may be of concern, along with the issue
of parking, which is already a problem in
the area.
Despite 12 objections, but without any
substantial planning reasons to have the
application refused, this development has
been permitted and is going ahead.
2019/1068 - Albany Cottage, Westdene
Way. This application has been
permitted by the planning officer, despite
many residents’ objections and that of
the Society.
This application was for variation to
some conditions attached to the previous
grant of permission. But the changes were
not minor and include not only variation to
the fenestration, roof line, brick detailing,
porch, and bin store location, but a radical

2019/1575 - St Marys Road – Working
Men’s Club. Although 12 objections
have been submitted, the Society has
not taken up this matter because in there
do not appear to be substantive planning
17
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reasons to raise an objection. No decision
on the development has been made by
the council.

contrary to the Framework where it states
an essential characteristic of Green Belts
are their openness.”

2019/1781 - Petrol Station Brooklands
Rd. This is a significant enlargement of an
existing site and 33 objections have come
from the public on issues such as bright
lighting, density and proximity to nearby
houses. The Society has also put in a
substantial objection, and this application
awaits an officer’s report.

2019/1868 - 34 Marlborough Drive. This
application sought permission to add a
single house at the rear of the applicant’s
garden, on land that is part of common land
and is used by all neighbouring residents.
In addition, this application envisioned
access to be provided by a private road
owned by another group of houses.
The Society’s planning panel raised a
substantial objection, which mysteriously
disappeared from EBC website, including
all the objection letters from residents of
Lakeside Grange and Marlborough Drive.
The Society has now been informed that
the application has been rendered ‘invalid,’
and that data would return if this status
changed. The Society and residents
remain wary and not at all content with this
situation, as this highly unusual application
should have been dispatched with a
proper refusal.

2019/2722 - Silvermere – Crematorium.
In addition to the Society’s objection
on this development, more than 70
objections were lodged against this very
significant expansion of the existing
business. In a satisfactory conclusion,
the development was refused, and the
officer’s report, refusing the application,
actually summarised the objection of the
Society’s planning panel as follows: “The
proposal would have a greater impact
on the openness of the Green Belt than
the existing development. This would be

Weybridge Society Goes Viral!
To kick off 2020 and a new decade, we’ve revamped our online presence – we’ve added
Instagram to our presence on Facebook and Twitter!
Our brand-new Instagram page launched on 1st February 2020 and is now linked to all our
other social media platforms. Instagram is the world’s most popular photo sharing platform,
and we’ll use it to bring you visual updates and images from the Weybridge area.
Follow us @weybridgesociety for more!
We’ll also be sharing ever more information on our other social media accounts about
what’s happening locally in planning, building, traffic and other developments, plus info on
longer term upgrades for our town. So don’t forget to follow our other pages for the most
up-to-date posts – always fact-checked and not rumour!
You’ll be able to interact with other Society members and have your say through any of our
platforms – we’re all about building community spirit and connecting over issues that matter
to us all! So this winter, don’t get down – get viral!

18

Weybridge Society Newsletter – Winter 2020

WELCOME
TO THE GREEN ISSUE!
MAKING ENVIRONMENT
A PRIORITY IN ELMBRIDGE

MEET MARY MARSHALL
EBC’S ENVIRONMENT PORTFOLIO HOLDER
Since May 2019, Claygate
councillor Mary Marshall
has held the portfolio for the
environment at Elmbridge
Borough Council (EBC),
so she’s the main contact
at Elmbridge on all things
green. Weybridge Society
caught up with her at EBC
offices in Esher in early
winter to learn more about
what the council does and what we can all
do to help improve our environment locally
and fight globally against climate change.

having pop-up shops
within their own shops,
artists selling in a café
or jewellery being sold
at a restaurant. We all
want to encourage local
businesses to thrive, so
everything blends with
everything within Cabinet
portfolios: waste disposal,
environment,
business,
housing, planning, transport, carparks,
leisure, social care and finance – the
whole system is very interlinked in order to
function!
Besides me, Councillor Charu Sood (a
Weybridge St George’s Hill councillor) and
Councillor Tricia Bland (a Thames Ditton &
Weston Green councillor) are also doing
a lot of environmental work at EBC, for
example, championing the Refill scheme.
Refilling water bottles is even better than
putting in expensive water fountains that
require maintenance because it’s free
refills from existing taps. They’re also doing
a lot on sustainability because single use
plastics are very difficult to get rid of.

WeySoc: On a practical day-to-day basis,
your portfolio includes sorting out waste
issues, recycling and rubbish collection
but also licensing taxis, restaurants, clubs
and street vendors. We’re guessing such a
range of regulatory activity means there’s a
strong link between borough activities and
environmental standards and policies?
Marshall: Yes, in areas like food safety and
making sure waste is regulated, licensing
falls within environmental concerns, though
EBC Councillor Christine Elmer deals more
directly with business in her Corporate and
Community portfolio.
We have interesting developments
and activities that overlap, like businesses

WeySoc: It’s great to hear councillors are
working together. Tell us more about what
you do on a daily basis and some of the
schemes you’re personally promoting?
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Marshall: I’ve been championing a scheme
called Boomerang bags in Claygate,
which advocates using a shopping bag
made from up-cycled fabric, such as used
curtains. We’re putting them in shops
across the borough, in Thames Ditton,
Claygate, Molesey and the like. It’s very
social – groups meet and make the bags,
then drop them to shops and events, like
the Claygate flower show. Boomerang
bags started in Australia, where shops have
these free homemade bags sitting outside
in containers for people to pick up and
use. Here we’re a bit more constricted by
our weather!
But every little bit helps in terms of the
climate emergency, though on a daily basis,
I often find myself dealing with complaints
– anything from falling leaves to full and
missed bin collections!

the biggest recyclables. All of Elmbridge’s
non-recyclable rubbish goes to Grundons,
a plant in Leatherhead that also serves the
borough of Mole Valley, while all recyclables
go to a processing plant in Norfolk, after
which they’re sold on to companies in the
UK or Europe. Glass, paper and cans are
sent to be processed in Lancashire and
sold on to the UK or Dutch companies.
Most of the profit is made in paper recycling
and composting.
WeySoc: What more can we do as
residents to recycle effectively?
Marshall: Our biggest problem in
recycling is food waste contamination.
We need people to wash out their curry
trays, soup tins, baking and microwave
containers – or else they all have to
be burned!
You wouldn’t believe it, but anywhere
from 5 to 17 percent of recycling is lost and
requires incineration because containers
are dirty or because someone puts the
wrong stuff into a bin. Even something
like one dirty nappy can foul and lose us
a whole recycling lorry! People really
need to put more thought and effort into
their recycling, change their mindset
and lifestyle.

WeySoc: So let’s talk recycling, one of
your major remits. Recycling began at
EBC about seven years ago. What’s
happening now?
Marshall: As you may know, the most
recent development affecting us was
global: China and Malaysia refusing to
take certain plastics, like black plastic,
thin single use cellophane and things
like Christmas wrapping, foil. We can’t
therefore recycle them anymore so items
that can’t be recycled locally are sent by
Surrey County Council (SCC), which is
our waste disposal authority, for waste to
energy. The incinerators are converting
waste to energy, so be assured those items
are not going into landfill — we’re burning
non-recyclables for energy and there is
enough produced at our nearest station
near Heathrow to light the large town
of Slough.
In our borough, paper and cardboard are

WeySoc: Wow, give us more tips! We had
no idea, and probably most of the public
just isn’t aware how this works in terms
of process and what we can actually do
to help!
Marshall: By now most people have heard
the mantra: reduce, re-use, recycle. But for
example, people need to know that black
plastic is not recyclable, so I would strongly
suggest, don’t buy it in the first place!
Shopping habits are a big area where
20
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the public can make a huge impact. We’d Marshall: Again, it goes back to shopping
love for people to go shopping using habits. Take plastic pots back to garden
a ‘boomerang’ or netting bag instead centres. Do your bit to change habits by
of resorting to plastic pre-packaged asking them to supply cardboard that can
items or even grabbing plastic bags at be composted. Styrofoam and polystyrene
are not recyclable, and
the supermarket.
they won’t degrade in
Bring a re-usable
DID YOU KNOW?
your garden.
mesh bag for onions
In January 2020, Malaysia
Buy fruit juice in
and carrots and the
returned 42 shipping
plastic
bottles,
not
like. Avocados are often
containers of plastic waste to
Tetrapak,
because
found in plastic cases,
the UK that had been collected
Tetrapak is made of
and bananas in boxes
as recyclables but illegally
metal,
plastic
and
and plastic bags, but they
exported for landfill abroad.
paper, and takes up
could be transported
a lot of space — if we
and sold in just a box,
At the same time, China took
all demand it, we can
minus
the
plastic.
action to reduce its own single
make companies like
People need to choose
use plastic, unveiling a major
Tropicana change their
loose fruit and veg not
ban across the country which
packaging. We need
only for themselves
will see all non-degradable
to change not only our
but to impact suppliers
bags banned in major cities
mindset but that of
and retailers.
by end of 2020 and in all cities
the manufacturers.
and towns by 2022. Other
Some shops like
restrictions were also placed
Waitrose and M&S have
on hotels and industry as
WeySoc: You certainly
stopped selling black
the most populous nation on
feel
strongly
about
plastics, and Lidl is
earth struggles to deal with
rubbish and its impact
good because they sell
the rubbish its own 1.4 billion
on the environment.
their meat visible on two
citizens produce.
What
about
the
sides, whereas many
battle against climate
supermarkets still have
black plastic. So think of where you shop change, what is EBC doing as
as part of your environmental action and a council?
make an impact.
But we need to go further too — Marshall: The EBC administration declared
think anything that rustles and crinkles, a climate emergency in July 2019, which
like crisp packets, which are often not was a big first step – you have to
recyclable. Elmbridge can’t deal with them acknowledge the problem and start to learn
at the moment. But because there is the about it. So now we are collecting data –
technology available to turn them into because we don’t know if we’re reducing
heat blankets, we’re looking at that – and our impact or not! So that’s the first concrete
targeting schools and convenience shops, action as a result of the declaration:
where a lot of these are sold, to try and collecting data for a reliable base line on
what we’re consuming, how we travel to
raise awareness about these problems.
work, all EBC services, etc.
Secondly, we’re doing more of what we
WeySoc: More tips please!
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WeySoc: Sometimes these problems
appear so nebulous and big, we think we
can’t impact outcomes. But clearly each
one of us can do our bit!

already know we need to do, like increasing
energy efficiency and lowering energy
consumption. We’re putting in LED lights,
sensitive lights that go off and come on with
movement, light sensors and energy ratings
for buildings. For new council housing we’re
looking at ground source heat pumps,
insulation and solar energy, targeting A
or A* for new builds. We’re looking at nogas, electric-only heating, semipermeable
surfaces, green energy suppliers and much
better insulation.
Likewise, within the area of air quality,
we monitor nitrogen dioxide levels in our
seven Air Quality Management Areas
(AQMA’S) via a combination of real time
monitors and nitrous dioxide tubes.
Weybridge High Street is an AQMA due to
exceedances of nitrogen dioxide. Details
on air quality and action the council is taking
to facilitate improvements is contained in
the Annual Status Report’s available on the
council’s website. www.elmbridge.gov.uk/
pollution/local-air-quality/

Marshall: As momentum builds, I believe
things will get better — beyond individual
action, we should also have more groups
in localities to work on these issues, so
I’m also working on creating workshops
for residents.
WeySoc: It sounds like a cooperative effort
between EBC and residents.
Marshall: Certainly, so again as with
the example of emissions, at EBC we
assess emissions based on a number of
greenhouse gases. With emissions our
main focus is transport and energy supply,
so we try to buy – and get our residents
to buy – from renewable energy sources.
Residents can go online and check with an
Infrared heat loss survey that gives thermal
imaging on your home, so you can do your
bit: check out your own property’s heat
loss. Armed with information, you can do
something to improve your personal impact
on the climate.
Then, again at the council level, we
try to go greener as contracts become
available. We can do specific things like renegotiate our trucks into lower emissions
vehicles as well as encouraging street
vendors and residents to do the same.
SCC, which has more influence in the
area of transport, is also on the case. It’s
aiming for 1000 electric vehicle charging
points across Surrey in 2021, and by
2030, ultra-low emissions buses, 100,000
trees per year and 1.2 million trees by
2030. We already have 17 charging points
in Elmbridge. As a resident, why not switch
to electric for local travel?

Of course, air quality and climate
change have no boundaries. We need to
work alongside Surrey County Council
(SCC) and other boroughs, we all need to
be aware!
So if I can leave one top tip here for
residents, it’s stop driving to schools – walk
and cycle! And if you do drive, don’t idle
your car! Don’t run your engine while you
wait outside schools, stations and shops. It
may be cold but dress warm and think of
emissions and the air children and other
residents have to breathe!
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So while we can’t control what
businesses and residents do, we can make
changes ourselves as a borough and also
encourage the public to take the need for
change seriously. Everyone needs to get
on board – the public needs to change,
agriculture needs to change, waste
disposal, forestry, land use strategies for
biodiversity and CO2 sinks.

Two: when you do go out, please take
your rubbish home! We all know the bins at
weekends in the parks are crammed with
beer bottles and packets, even boxes from
shoes when people buy something at the
shops and decide to dispose of their waste
right there and then. But please, think about
it. Don’t just cram it into an overflowing
bin, for it to blow away or get caught in
the verges.
Three: This is the most important tip -change your lifestyle and your attitude! Be
critical with yourself about where you buy
stuff and how you dispose of what you buy.
Reduce, re-use, recycle. Research and
get better informed, then choose carefully.
Walk and cycle. Go electric or hybrid with
your next vehicle!
The environment is certainly not a
political issue but a humanity issue. We
all need to work individually and together.
We’re just one fragile planet – there is no
planet B!

WeySoc: And of course, as you mentioned,
it has to go beyond Elmbridge or
even Surrey.
Marshall: Correct. Already eight authorities
in Surrey have declared a climate
emergency, and the Carbon Trust has been
to our offices here in Esher. They’ll return in
2020 for workshops for officers and more.
The UK government is also on the
case, and we’re also working locally to
implement the National Waste Strategy
as it comes in. So eventually we’ll have
a return scheme for plastic, metal and
glass, and our private partner Joint Waste
Solutions will then need to reconsider
how they collect our waste. We have to
keep innovating.

TOP TEN TIPS

(SO YOU CAN DO YOUR BIT!)
1. Shop wisely. Avoid black plastics,
Tetrapak and similar nonrecyclables. Bring mesh bags and
ditch plastic for fresh produce.

WeySoc: You’ve given us a lot to think
about, any last tips?
Marshall: Since it’s my portfolio, I’m always
thinking of the abundance of litter!
One: I’d ask residents to organise
small localised litter picks. I know areas of
Claygate that have been doing it for 30+
years — ‘commit to your street.’ People
adopt their street and litter pick regularly,
it’s great! It really helps and the idea is
spreading across Elmbridge. It’s especially
strong in Walton, but Hersham, Hinchley
Wood, Thames Ditton and other wards are
doing their bit to keep Elmbridge tidy.

2. Reduce, re-use, recycle.
3. Rinse your recycling.
4. Walk and cycle, don’t drive.
5. Don’t idle your cars.
6. Take part in litter picks.
7. Take home rubbish on days out.
8. Plant a tree!
9. Care about and for your area.
10. Change your mindset and think!
See what more you can do!
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DO YOUR PART TO REDUCE WASTE –
REFILL IN WEYBRIDGE!
We’re all aware of horrific tides of floating
plastic in the ocean thanks to Sir David
Attenborough’s memorable Blue Planet
series. But beyond being concerned,
what can you do? Become a local user of
Refill Weybridge!
Refill Weybridge is the local chapter
of a nationwide scheme providing a
network of points offering free tap water
to the public. This network includes
high street retailers, cafes, restaurants,
other
businesses,
museums
and
local authorities, who have agreed
to fill up bottles for anyone who
asks, thereby reducing the purchase
of new plastic water bottles and
encouraging re-use.
Refill is the brainchild of Natalie Fee,
a campaigner and entrepreneur who set
up a community interest company, City to
Sea, in order to launch Refill in Bristol in
2015. City to Sea continues to organise
Refill nationally along with sponsor Water
UK, and many Refill branches across the
UK have popped up since.
Weybridge Refill was launched by
Charu Sood, who was introduced to the
Refill Scheme by Tricia Bland, Local
Champion for Thames Ditton. Inspired
by the environmental message and the
easy way in which this initiative works,
these two Elmbridge councillors have
been working hard on green schemes,

and Sood signed up as Local Champion
for Refill Weybridge in March 2019.
She quickly started to amass area
businesses as refill stations and now has
more than 57 businesses in Weybridge
signed up to the scheme – making Refill
Weybridge the biggest of its kind in all of
Elmbridge Borough!
Sood
has
tirelessly
promoted
Refill by visiting businesses in person,
spreading public awareness by holding
a stall at various local events such
as the Weybridge Cake Off, visiting
schools such as Oatlands Infant
School and engaging children to learn
about the scheme, and by publicising
it through various media, like Woking
and Brooklands radio and social media
platform All about Weybridge.
‘You can connect to this scheme
easily by downloading a free Refill app
which tells you the refill stations around
you,’ Sood says enthusiastically. ‘The
businesses are easily identifiable by a
bright blue sticker with the message free
tap here prominently displayed on their
windows and doors. If you can’t find one
near you, sign up as a champion and
bring the scheme to your area!’
Find out more about the scheme,
including how to become a Local
Champion, on Twitter, Instagram and
Facebook, or at www.refill.org.uk
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WEYBRIDGE IN BLOOM TAKES TOWN BY STORM
Unless you’ve been deep in winter sleep
or hibernating elsewhere, you can’t have
failed to notice the ever-growing presence
of a beloved new community group,
Weybridge in Bloom. This community
project is popping up everywhere and
through every season, bringing a bit of
greenery and colour into our lives through
a variety of projects.
From designing floral displays to
creating wildflower meadows, and joining
in every kind of community event from bulb
planting days and upkeep of horticultural
displays to environmental clean ups such
as cleaning waterways and litter picking,
this committed and expanding group
is at the heart of increasing civic pride
in Weybridge.
Launched officially in early March 2019
and not even a year old at time of writing,
the group has already made a huge impact
in the past few months.

gave rise to more bulbs, as the WiB team
got stuck into a much bigger spread of
blooms. Two more bulb events were held:
on 12th October at the Quadrant, Church
Street and 19th October at the Oatlands
recreation ground. Both events were again
well attended by families, with many new
people signing up as members.
Anna Gibbons, a Gardening team
member of WiB, said she planted at both
locations with her young boys and their
friends from school. ‘All the kids are super
excited and can’t wait for the splash of
colour this spring!’
And Some Meadows for
Good Measure. . .
On 12th May 2019, families with young
children, gardening enthusiasts from
Weybridge Allotments and local residents
enjoyed a day of sunshine in Churchfields
recreation ground. Allotment members set
up a table to involve Weybridge junior
gardeners in Weybridge in Bloom and
provided sunflower seeds in little pots to
children there to sow the meadow.

Very First Event and Popular:
Bulb Planting
The group’s first event, bulb planting, took
place on 25th November 2018, with a
group of enthusiastic volunteers committed
before organisation was even officially off
the ground. But they got into the ground
alongside Morrison’s and planted 3000
bulbs in an event that was very well
attended by families with children. Bulbs
were also planted by the roadside under the
road signs leading to High Street coming in
from Brooklands. So we have WiB to thank
for a beautiful seasonal approach!
And More Bulb Planting
One good deed leads to another – the
success and appreciation for the bulbs at
Morrisons by commuters and residents
25

Weybridge Society Newsletter – Winter 2020

‘I was so pleased to see how well
attended the event was, and I’m thrilled to
see the interest of a younger generation,’
said Lesley Tilling, from the Weybridge
Allotment Holders’ and Gardeners’
Association (WAHGA).
‘We’ve been extremely delighted with
the response,’ agreed Charu Sood, head
of WiB. ‘The wildflower meadow display
of poppy, cornflower, corn cockle and
corn marigold have become a key area to
attract bees.’
Ian Donaldson, WiB Vice Chair added:
‘The turnout has been quite a revelation
and proves that our community really wants
to get involved and make a difference to
our surroundings.’

‘The little pickers, students of Manby
Lodge were outstanding,’ added Sood.
‘And they came to help us not just that day,
but now do it every day as they clear litter
on their way to school!’
WiB is now looking for a team leader to
run litter picking initiative in Weybridge,
which will be fully supported by the
WiB organisation.

Getting Down and Dirty: Litter Picking
Every day may not have been sunny and
bright, but at least some were on the
cleaner side! Skies opened up on the July
day WiB held its first litter pick, but not
even thunder and rain could dampen the
enthusiasm of volunteers committed to
making Weybridge more beautiful.
‘We had good turnout at Weybridge
Station despite the bad weather,’ recalled
Sood. ‘After a short briefing at our start
out point at Weybridge station car park,
we all walked and started collecting litter,
cigarette butts, empty crisp packets. We
were shocked to see the amount of fly
tipping taking place in open spaces. Bags
full of construction waste and planters, and
nitrous oxide bulbs and alcoholic drink cans
dumped along the path from Weybridge
station to Brooklands!’
But making a difference and raising
consciousness in the next generation
elevated spirits, and safety came first
as Elmbridge Borough Council provided
high vis jackets and litter picking sticks for
the volunteers.

Tree Planting Events
In partnership with EBC, WiB also had
a great turnout on 30th November at
a community tree planting event to
celebrate National Tree Week. Together
five silver birch trees were planted in
Churchfields Recreation Ground, with
eco-friendly groups from neighbouring
towns invited to the event, also attended
by Elmbridge mayor Mary Sheldon.
Among the participating groups: My Son’s
Planet, Cloth Club Weybridge, Elmbridge
Environmental Concern Group, Molesey
Clothing Exchange and Weybridge
Men’s Shed.
Competitions
Over the course of autumn 2018, WiB also
ran two competitions: Design a Flower
Bed and Sunflower Competition.
Run in conjunction with EBC, the
Design a Flower Bed competition was won
by seven-year-old Aryan Patel, a student of
St Georges Junior School, with a design
showing a St George’s College rowing boat
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on the River Thames. The winning design
was planted in Churchfields recreation
ground in spring 2019.

A strong community will make our town
healthier and happier!’
Will You Join in 2020?
The team at WiB emphasise that their
initiative is all about encouraging residents
and businesses to get involved and make
Weybridge a brighter, cleaner and greener
place in which to live, work and do
business. As a community-run initiative,
WiB welcomes all residents, so if you’d
like
to
join,
please
contact
charu@weybridgeinbloom.org.uk.

Later in September the tallest sunflower
in Weybridge was won by Alice O’Neill and
Emily Oreto, two friends from St James’
school declared joint winners, as the height
of their giant sunflowers was too close to
distinguish!
Even in Dead of Winter, Blooms
Abound at Christmas
As 2019 drew to a close, WiB participated
in two events, the Weybridge Town
Christmas Fayre on Baker Street and Best
Dressed Window (see story, Best Dressed
Window, p.10).
At the fayre, a WiB stall sold beautiful
pots and plants to raise money for the
organisation and its activities, and more
than a dozen people came by and signed
up as members. Diane Ewart, gardening
team member of WiB, donated her plants
and pots to raise money for WiB, a very
kind gesture!
As part of the event, the Weybridge
Town Business Group also asked Charu
Sood, head of WiB, to switch on the
Christmas Tree lights.
‘It was a huge honour,’ said Sood. ‘And
we’d like to encourage people and many
sustainable groups in neighbouring towns
and village to come and help us set up
more community projects in Weybridge.

Thank you from the WiB Executive team:
• Founder/Chair – Charu Sood
• Vice Chair – Ian Donaldson
• Treasurer – Mike Sullivan
• Communications – Hilary Butler
• Gardening Team Leads – Anna
Gibbons and Diane Ewart
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BRIGHT FUTURE FOR
CHURCHFIELDS ALLOTMENTS
Churchfields Allotments is set for a bright
future after organisational upheavals
in 2019, including a reshuffling of
management following a controversial
proposal by the previous governing
board of trustees to put land up for sale
to developers.
The move to sell a plot between Curzon
Road and Molyneaux Road known as the
‘Triangle’ in order to fund other Weybridge
Charity activities was firmly put to rest after
the dismissal of the board of trustees at
Weybridge Charity, the organisation
overseeing the allotments. Subsequently,
last summer, Elmbridge Borough Council
(EBC) declared Churchfields Allotments
an ‘Asset of Community Value,’ a
designation that will ensure the land
remains allotments for the benefit of the
wider community and a strategic site in
central Weybridge.

to The Clubhouse Project, an initiative to
get young adults with learning disabilities
outdoors and active. Last year the
allotments also held an open day for the
public and a food drive in September for
the local food bank at St James Church.
Other fun projects included a sunflower
growing competition for local school
children held in partnership with Weybridge
in Bloom, a quiz night and a barbeque.

‘When I arrived at the Charity the
question on everybody’s lips was “will the
allotment land known as the Triangle be
sold for development?” The simple answer
now is an emphatic NO,’ said Barry
Cheyne, new Chairman of Trustees at the
Weybridge Charity.
Cheyne says that trustees are now
working with allotment holders through
their organisation, the Weybridge Allotment
Holders’ and Gardeners’ Association
(WAHGA), to give them more input into the
way allotments are run in the future and a
greater security of tenure.
‘Those negotiations are still at a
relatively early stage, but both sides
are encouraged by the progress,’ said
Cheyne. ‘And all Trustees are keen to see
the process move quickly forward.’
With support and publicity from the

Community projects – growing new
initiatives and expanding on old ones -- is
now the focus of allotment activity for 2020
and beyond. Along with its annual plotjudging competition, Churchfields is home
28
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Weybridge
Society,
WAHGA
was
instrumental in saving the Triangle from
sale, and the group has been working hard
to raise the profile of allotments among the
broader community of local residents.
Already Churchfields has taken on 21 new
members in the past year and is running a
waiting list. As a result, there’s also a
revival of momentum to restore derelict
plots and prepare them for new tenants
in 2020.

need advice in tending their plot.
As green spaces prove increasingly
important to the battle against climate
change, Churchfields Allotments are
also looking to the future, implementing
environmentally friendly practices to reduce
carbon footprint and increase biodiversity.
For example, WAHGA is planting new
hedges to provide habitats for hedgehogs
and other native wildlife, and water
consumption is hot on the agenda, with
WAHGA aiming to reduce consumption
from mains supply by collecting rainwater.
Toxic chemicals are also being cut back
wherever possible, with use of bonfires
restricted and firewood burning limited to
cases such as Dutch Elm disease, when
wood cannot be recycled.
Organisational targets for next year
include finalising an agreement with the
new board of Trustees at the Weybridge
Charity, recruiting a plot steward to
manage the teams of volunteers, and
maintaining high levels of plot occupancy.
With so much to do and so many now
interested in its wellbeing, Churchfields
Allotments is surely looking to a sunny
future, regardless of the weather!

To drum up even more participation,
a monthly newsletter has been added to
the group’s regularly updated website.
WAHGA has also instituted a buddy
system to pair experienced plot-holders
with new members of the community who

SUSTAINABLE FASHION
In the last 12 months sustainability has
become something of a buzzword – we’re
applying it to our grocery shopping, our
energy bills, our recycling schemes, and
even our fashion choices. But what exactly
constitutes sustainable fashion, and how
can we go about practicing conscious
fashion purchases here in Weybridge?
The fashion industry accounts for
around 8% of global annual carbon
emissions, so it’s a pretty big deal
when it comes to contributing to climate

change. Sustainable fashion is generally
considered to be clothing and garments
that minimize or eliminate any negative
impacts on both the environment and the
people involved in producing the finished
item. This means ensuring that all garment
workers in the supply chain are being paid
fairly and aren’t exposed to carcinogenic
dyes and pesticides, that textiles avoid
being dumped in landfill sites, and making
sure that we as consumers prolong the
life of the clothing we wear.
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It can be very overwhelming walking
into a clothing store and trying to figure
out exactly what is and isn’t sustainable
– especially when information about the
clothing is so scarce – so here are a few
basic things to look out for the next time
you’re in town shopping:

organic you’re also ensuring that less
water is used during production, and
that toxic pesticides are eliminated
from the supply chain. This improves
your health when you wear the
clothes, and the health of the farmers
who produce the materials.

• If you’re buying new, avoid synthetic
fabrics where possible. Clothes made
from polyester, elastane, spandex and
the like are oil derivatives, meaning
that purchasing them is supporting
the drilling and extraction of crude oil.
These are also the worst offenders
for emitting microfibres when you
wash them, releasing tiny plastic
particles into our water systems. (Tip:
You might struggle to find sportswear
that isn’t made of at least some of
these materials – in which case opt
for recycled polyester or elastane
products instead.)

• Buy secondhand. Here in Weybridge
we have an abundance of charity
shops that sell great-quality
secondhand clothing. By purchasing
pre-worn items, you’re giving a second
life to clothing that would otherwise
be burned or sent to landfill. This is
the single biggest way to reduce your
impact as you’re not contributing to the
demand for new clothing and therefore
relieving the burden that our current
over-consumption habit creates for the
fashion industry. You can often find big
name brands for a fraction of the price
in our local shops – you just have to
be willing to look!

• Buy natural, buy organic. Natural
fibres such as cotton, linen and
viscose tend to have less impact on
the environment than their synthetic
companions, and by opting to buy

And just like that you’re already equipped
to tackle some of the biggest issues
facing today’s fashion industry! Join the
effort and stay sustainable!

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Thanks to all who advertised with us last year! Your contribution helped us cover
printing costs and achieve our aim of reaching every KT13 resident. It’s also
been a great success for Weybridge businesses – Martin Flashman advertised
with us throughout 2019 and saw their market share increase to the top of the
table for local estate agents!
If you’d like to know more about placing an ad in our newsletter and our
competitive rates, contact Andy Richardson, Society Treasurer:
treasurer@weybridgesociety.org.uk
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AGM CARS

Incorporating Weybridge Taxis @ Weybridge Station

ALL MAJOR AIRPORTS

London • Heathrow • Gatwick • Stansted • Luton
All jobs taken on
Competitive prices
Accounts welcome
Friendly, reliable and professional

Licensed saloon and six seater cars

01932 858585

booking@agmcars.co.uk
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OBITUARY: ANNE LINDSAY
The Weybridge Society bids a heartbroken farewell to
Anne Lindsay, a valued fellow member and long-time
serving colleague on the Executive Committee.
We are all truly sad to have lost Anne, who died in early
December only months after her husband Ray. For nearly
a decade, Anne had been responsible for membership
and newsletter distribution of the newsletter, though she
was perhaps best known for hosting the Society’s Summer
Garden Party, held annually at her idyllic riverside home in
Wey Meadows.
Together with Ray and his jazz-playing friends, Anne
provided a most memorable venue for that social event,
one of the highlights of the Society calendar for many
years. At her garden between two rivers, the old and new
courses of the river Wey, with a scenic Chinese bridge
that connected Elmbridge and Runnymede Boroughs,
Anne herself was a great connector of people. She will
be remembered for her lively personality and will be
greatly missed.

32

Weybridge Society Newsletter – Winter 2020

OPEN TO ALL

WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY
ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING
8 pm, Wednesday 22nd April 2020
Large Hall of Christ The Prince of Peace Catholic Church
Portmore Way, Weybridge, KT13 8JD
Come hear what we’ve been up to, what’s planned for Weybridge, and how
you can get involved in making our town a better place to live and work!
Doors open 7.30 pm, with wine, snacks and socialising before our official
8 pm start, so come meet Society members and get to know us in person!
Find out what’s happening with WRAP – the Weybridge Rebuild and
Advance Project – the rebuild of Weybridge NHS services, the future of the
library and construction of a new hub to regenerate our town centre!
Put forth as an idea by the Society in 2018, WRAP is now a reality – a plan
to revitalise Weybridge’s town centre as one unified project, instead of a series
of piecemeal measures by various authorities.
Weybridge’s SCC Councillor Tim Oliver will give details on WRAP and other
local concerns, like traffic, roads and the new transport and cycling scheme.
EBC Councillors will also be attending, so join us and be a part of the positive
changes for our town’s future!
Our agenda, last year’s AGM minutes and 2019 annual accounts will be
posted on our website www.weybridgesociety.org.uk before the meeting. This
official part of the meeting, the members’ AGM, is also open to the public.
As ever, we expect a lively debate on local issues, alongside updates
on Society activities, so don’t miss your chance to get informed and give
feedback on the future of Weybridge!
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New Date for Next Weybridge Society Talk

BRITAIN’S

V BOMBERS
V

The Ultimate Peacekeepers
Thursday 27th February 2020

Main Hall, Heathside school. Doors to open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start

Join us as Weybridge Society Treasurer Andy Richardson gives a thrilling firsthand account of how V-Bombers, Britain’s deadly but beautiful aircraft, kept
the country safe during the Cold War era.
Andy served in the RAF from 1960 to 1980, on flying duties for 14 of those
years, including six years crewing the iconic AVRO VULCAN. Andy will explain
why the UK needed this awesome capability, how the aircraft were developed
(including influence from BROOKLANDS) and crews selected and trained,
and what it would have been like if the planes ever had to launch for battle.
This is an evening of true history that you and your family will not want to
miss, with stunning video clips, photos and sound effects! So mark your
calendars today!
Members & Guests free. Non-members will be asked to make a charitable donation
or join on the night. Single Membership £8 / Joint Membership £12
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & CHARITY TRUSTEES
Dave Arnold

Chairman & Transport

chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Secretary

secretary@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Andy Richardson

Treasurer

treasurer@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Trevor Lewis

Membership

membership@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Lesia Scholey

Newsletter editor

newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Lesia Scholey

Schools Liason

Barry Judd

Liaison with local groups

liaison@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Richard Marshall

Footpaths

footpaths@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Raymond Spary

Chair Planning Panel

planning@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Steve McCarthy

Web Editor

webeditor@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Mervyn Greig
Nick Thripp

OTHER CONTACTS
Cay-Joachim Crasemann Planning Riverside

planning.riverside@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Tim Williams

Planning Oatlands

planning.oatlands@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Tim Williams

Planning St Georges

planning.stgeorges@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Credits:
Newsletter layout by Steve Varman
Thanks to contributors: Lesia Scholey, Dave Arnold, Raymond Spary, Becky Roper,
Rob Steel, Charu Sood, Miles Macleod, Christine Purdy, Konstantin Scholey

Registered charity #1167053

News Letter Comments - Did anything catch your eye in this newsletter, or would you like to
make a comment to the editor? Your feedback would be appreciated. Please let us know through
newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk
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