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EBC CHANGES RULES ON DETERMINING
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
MOVE OVERRIDES STRONG PUBLIC OUTCRY

In a move that now makes it much tougher
for residents to oppose contentious planning
applications, and despite widespread local
opposition, the Main Planning Committee of
Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC) on 23rd
July agreed to broadly revise its scheme for
making decisions on planning applications.
The changes, which were aimed
at improving the efficiency of decisionmaking on planning applications and driven
by concerns that other Surrey councils
were outperforming EBC in deciding on
applications within government target
timescales, were set to take effect from
1st September and are therefore already
in force.
A major controversial issue in the new
rules is the introduction of a 28-day timescale
from the moment the application becomes
live on the database, which will effectively
reduce the time residents can contact their
ward councillors to ask that the application
not be decided by the planning officer on
his own but be debated in committee. The
reduction in review time will necessitate
increased vigilance on the part of residents
and our planning panel to become aware
of and deal with harmful applications. In
addition to this new negative consequence,
the rule changes include a massive increase

in the number of objections required to send
an application automatically to committee for
review, after an officer has recommended
to permit.
While the Weybridge Society certainly
welcomes efforts to streamline performance
and improve decision-making at EBC, the
Society, along with many other residents’
organisations, strongly objected not only
to the proposed changes to the scheme
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by which applications are delegated, but
also the manner in which these changes
were pushed through. Specifically, the
Society was disappointed that the new
rules were not subject to any consultation
or advice by residents' associations before
being discussed in detail by the Main
Planning Committee.
Another particularly damning point,
which the Society has made known to
EBC, is that the council’s justifications for
the changes are not supported by any
quantitative statements on the benefits which
EBC predicts will happen, either in a rising
percentage of applications determined within
government targets or in savings in officer
costs. Disappointingly this lack of data was
not questioned at the 23rd July meeting of
the Planning Committee where the changes
were agreed by a majority of councillors.
Only four councillors, representing residents’
associations rather than political parties,
registered their reservations and voted
against the new rules.
In parallel with the Society’s objection,
more than 150 residents signed a petition
requesting that the decision should be
elevated to the EBC Cabinet. That petition
was ignored by the Main Planning Committee
on the basis that it had the authority to make
the determination.
It is the Society’s position that in
studiously avoiding scrutiny and flying in the
face of public opinion, the manner in which
these rule changes were made is entirely
contrary to the spirit of the government's
stated policy of involving local communities
in planning polices and decisions. This
example of EBC’s lack of community
involvement is fully illustrated by its statement
in its draft justification, which notes that the
Councillors’ role ‘is not to represent local
community views.’
The Society would like to point out to

the contrary, that it is only the strong views
of residents and public outcry that have
prevented major errors occurring in the
determination of several recent important
applications, and that it is very much the
business of councillors to represent and
consider local community views and take
decisions accordingly.
Following the news of the proposed
changes, many local residents’ associations
like the Weybridge Society and Walton
Society wrote to their members to alert
them to the changes and complain to their
councillors about the process.
‘That only 17 councillors out of 48,
effectively selected by group or party voting,
were able to decide on such matters is, in
our view, disgraceful,’ the Walton Society
stated in its email on 4th August, further
advising its members to sign up to the new
‘Alerts’ that EBC will now send to residents
in case of an application within 500 metres of
their property.
The Weybridge Society also recommends
that its members and all Weybridge residents
sign up to this ‘Alerts’ service, which simply
requires creating a secure account with a
password online at EBC. Once you have an
Elmbridge account (or if you already have
one), sign in and you will see a menu and
a form to fill out for the alerts. The Society
advises choosing the maximum alert
radius – 500 metres of your home, so that
you have the maximum possible time to start
any opposition to a contentious application.
More details of the new scheme for
planning application decisions can be found at
www.elmbridge.gov.uk/planning/making-thedecision
The following paragraphs are a
simplified summary of this document, and
the Weybridge Society strongly suggests all
residents take a closer look at the new rules
and contact EBC with any issues.
2

Weybridge Society Newsletter – Autumn 2019

Quick Summary
The majority of planning decisions are made by planning officers under
delegated powers, but some larger or contentious applications are decided
by the Area Planning Sub-Committees or Main Planning Committee.
The Area Sub-Committees will decide the following:
• Minor applications (1-9 dwellings or non-residential development less
than 1000 sqm) recommended for approval by officers and there are
objections from 15 or more households.
• All applications ‘referred’ by a ward councillor for the ward within which
the application is situated, within 28 days of validation. The referral shall
be done on a conditional basis, i.e. either against permission or refusal.
The Main Planning Committee will decide the following:
• Major applications (10+ dwellings or 1000 sqm+ non-residential
floorspace) which are recommended for approval by officers and there
are objections from 15 or more households.
• Major applications ‘referred’ to the Planning Committee by a ward
member for the ward within which the application is situated.
• Any two members of the Main Planning Committee have referred
an application from an Area Planning Sub-Committee to the
Planning Committee.

EBC’S LOCAL PLAN OPEN TO PUBLIC FEEDBACK
Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC) is in
the process of preparing a new Local
Plan which is due to be in operation in
2021. The parameters of the plan are
constrained by the 2018 Governmentset standard methodology to calculate
how many new homes are needed in
each area, which for EBC is 9,400 new
homes to be built in a 15-year period
beginning 2021.
EBC’s revised Local Plan is now open
to public debate, having just completed
its first consultation phase. EBC has
announced that it is evaluating five options,
some of which meet the Government’s

housing target for 9,400 homes.
The Weybridge Society, however, is
arguing that the Government target is old
and based on extrapolated needs, rather
than actual numbers that reflect population
growth and movement in and out of
Elmbridge over the last two years.
Representatives of the Society listened
glumly to EBC’s presentation at Esher Civic
Offices on 27th August 2019, where EBC
stated that as the methodology applied to
the Local Plan had been handed down by
Government, all challenges and appeals,
both to the Minister and to local MPs, had
been dismissed.
3
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The numbers of new dwellings
generated by the standard methodology
appear to magically add up to the
Government’s published new homes target
of 300,000 per annum when aggregated
across England, which perversely relates
to 2014 rather than more recent 2016 data.
If targets applied to 2016 data, the number
of new dwellings required would be lower,
and therefore it is likely that the out-of-date
government target wouldn’t be achieved.
Unfortunately, all appeals to use more
recent and presumably more accurate
data have also been dismissed.
‘It’s as if they’re copying that dining
society at Oxford, reputed to eat its formal
dinners in reverse, starting with port,
brandy and cigars, and working back
through cheese, dessert and mains, to
get to the starter and finish with olives,’
said one Weybridge Society member
who attended the meeting. ‘From some
arbitrary numbers of required new
dwellings, the EBC will cobble together
this Local Plan, and from that, retrofit a
vision for Elmbridge.’
While it’s understandable that local
authorities are under pressure to develop
credible plans and may fear the review of
their final drafts by Government Inspectors,
who could challenge and require
modifications, local authorities do have
leeway in constructing them smartly at the
start, and the Weybridge Society believes
EBC should be submitting a realistic
plan based on and reflecting local needs
and realities.
Failure to develop a realistic plan also
carries a bigger risk: that it will deprive
authorities of a robust basis on which
to reject applications, thereby handing
decision-making as to what can be
built and where to developers and the
Planning Inspectorate.

Elmbridge’s current target is 623 new
dwellings per annum, or 9,345 over the
prescribed 15-year period, an increase of
16% in the Borough’s housing stock. EBC
is, in parallel, developing an infrastructure
plan to request that roads, rail and
services, utilities, hospitals and medical
services, educational provision, etc are in
place to support this level of growth. It is
also developing a separate parking policy
to ensure that new developments take full
account of local on-road parking conditions
and that areas of parking stress are
fully recognised.
In order to achieve this target, EBC has
developed five options, stressing that none
is yet preferred. What may emerge from
consultation could be a mixture of options
across the Borough to fit most closely with
local character and needs. There remains
the complication that Elmbridge is not
one place, but a collection of competing
settlements: five towns and eight villages,
each with different characters, needs,
density and infrastructure levels.
The first three of the options proposed
by EBC and highlighted below are
carried forward from the 2016 planning
consultation, while Options 4 and 5 are
new additions:
Option 1: intensify urban areas. This
option would require all housing sites to
be delivered at over 85 dph (dwellings
per hectare) as compared with the
notional current 40 +dph for town
centres and 30 dph for other areas.
This option maintains the green belt.
Option 2: optimise urban area, release
three areas of green belt to a loss of
3% across Elmbridge but only in certain
areas outside Weybridge. This option
only delivers 73% of the housing need.
4
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Option 3: optimise urban area and
large green belt release, losing 11%
across Elmbridge, mostly in areas
outside Weybridge but also a significant
piece at Brooklands College (wellhidden, back land to deliver affordable/
staff accommodation) and two bits of
Seven Hills Road. This option would
deliver 175% of housing need.

housing need, especially when it is already
based on fragile and out-of-date figures?
This leaves only Option 5 – very much a
default rather than preferred option – if
much more intensive development is
absolutely necessary.
EBC has made it clear that while
the options use real sites as the basis
for their assumptions, it does not mean
that planning permission will be either
sought for or granted for those sites. Any
application will go through the normal
review process and may be rejected.
With the exception of the first option,
EBC is remaining coy about specifying
dwellings per hectare or limits on any of
the other options, on the questionable
grounds that they won’t be meaningful to
members of the public and, if they were to
include such numbers and an otherwise
acceptable application slightly exceeded
it, they would be inundated with objections
based on this aspect.
The
consultation
timetable
is
as follows:

Option 4: optimise urban area and
maintain all green belt. This option
would only deliver 57% of
housing need.
Option 5: optimise urban area, with
losses of 6% of green belt across
Elmbridge, mainly in areas outside
Weybridge, and a small bit at Wyevale
Nursery. This option would deliver
100% of housing need but only just
scrape by the target.
Regarding impact on Weybridge, the
character of Weybridge would be affected
mainly in Option 1, which specifies
‘intensify urban area’ (meaning extra
height/density), whereas in Option 2 to
5, where the goals are to ‘optimise urban
area,’ the idea would be to better utilise
current sites.
It is the position of the Weybridge
Society that we do not support
Option 1 as it proposes intensive urban
development, particularly in the town and
including building on car parks and open
spaces. Options 2 and 4 should also
not be chosen, as future developments
will be challenged by developers on the
grounds of inadequate provision, which
may well be supported by more council
permissions as a number of decisions are
reversed by the Planning Inspectorate.
With Option 3, the main obvious question
is why strive to provide 175% of stated

August - September 2019: EBC
consultation. This phase is
now complete.
October - December 2019: EBC
considers feedback and writes
draft plan.
January - February 2020: Draft Plan –
six-week representation period.
March 2020: Independent
examination in public. All those who
made representations are given the
opportunity to make their case.
January 2021: Adoption of New
Local Plan.
Full details of the consultation, which has
just ended, and all supporting documents,
5
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can be found online at www.elmbridge.
gov.uk/localplan. These include a very
useful interactive map, FAQs and useful
summaries. Hard copies are available
at the Civic Centre, Esher and in the
borough’s libraries. The Civic Centre can
be reached by phone at 01372 474 474.
Responses for the first phase

of public feedback had to be made
online using EBC’s questionnaire. The
Society submitted its response, and
we encourage all members to view the
documents. If you have any comments,
please send them to the Society at
planning@weybridgesociety.org.uk

ELMBRIDGE HERITAGE TRUST AND EBC PLAN
NEW EXHIBITION CENTRE
Elmbridge Heritage Trust (EHT) and
Elmbridge
Borough
Council
(EBC)
announced on 16th August 2019 that they
signed a partnership agreement Memo of
Understanding (MOU) to work together
towards the vision of creating and operating
a new permanent, multi-use heritage
exhibition centre situated in Elmbridge.
The MOU, which allows two years for
more substantive plans to develop, follows a
number of informal meetings EHT has held
on the topic over the last year with local
historical societies, councillors and other
community organisations, including looking
at how other localities have developed
the concept.

local businesses and a building for use
by a range of local groups. The project
envisions EHT partnering with a wide
range of area organisations – historical
societies, businesses, schools, specific
community interest groups, etc. – while
EHT’s partnership with EBC will help the
council to support the borough’s outstanding
heritage even as it reduces costs for
museum services.
Currently the EBC Museum Service
brings heritage to the heart of the community
by ensuring that residents have access
to the museum’s collections through an
outreach programme and enhanced online
presence and exhibitions. There is also an
exhibition programme which organises visits
to libraries and schools.
EHT Chairman Nigel Abbott said that
developing a new high-quality facility,
financed by grants and the local community
and run as a separate charitable trust, would
allow for flexibility in funding applications
and bring together the EBC’s museum
services and EHT and create a new focus for
external relationships.
Councillor Janet Turner, EBC’s Portfolio
Holder for Leisure and Cultural Services
said the council was keen on preserving
Elmbridge’s unique cultural heritage for
future generations.

The new Life Centre in Newcastle on Tyne

EHT has been promoting the idea
of creating a centre that will have a
transformative impact on the community:
providing an educational resource for local
residents, a draw for tourism, a benefit to
6
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‘Over the centuries, Elmbridge has
hosted many influential historical, royal,
political, artistic, sports and scientific
figureheads and is the birthplace of the
motor-racing, aviation and cinematographic
industries,’ said Turner. ‘We believe the
heritage of the borough should be kept at the
heart of the community, and the EHT is an
ambitious project which will bring together
residents, local businesses, charities and
community leaders.’
A number of locations for a centre have
already been reviewed, and the next stage
of evolution is further discussion with a
range of local organisations in the borough.
One idea on how to organise the centre
is to focus on personal stories – to celebrate
the incredible range of talented people
who have lived in the area in the arts and
culture, in politics, in business and in sport.
A main centre building would be a focal point
and incorporate artefact and photographic
display areas, video presentations, live
talks, school visits and functions. There
could also be the potential to tell individual or
themed stories more fully, under such topics
as ‘Elmbridge and Royalty,’ ‘Elmbridge and
Racing,’ or ‘Elmbridge at War’ and similar.
The centre could also include a visionary
component about the future and how the
area is a great place to live, work and visit.
EHT will initially be looking at sources
of funding to enable development of the
idea and take it to its next stage but is also
welcoming partnership with a variety of local
interested organisations.
‘Our heritage in the UK is unrivalled in
the world and nationally this is a hugely
important and developing business sector,’
said EHT Trustee Nigel Blake. ‘We have all
seen around the country a range of examples
of something similar, whether it is in Cardiff,
Bristol or Glasgow, or more local examples
such as Dorking or Woking. This project fits

with Elmbridge Borough Council‘s long term
plan of supporting the borough’s outstanding
heritage whilst taking it to a significantly
higher level. It could also represent a
financial opportunity for the council taxpayer.’

A centre in Telgnmouth, Glasgow

A centre in Calton, Glasgow

Weybridge Society Chairman Dave
Arnold noted that such a project or part
of it could fit in with the Society’s vision of
WRAP, the Weybridge Rebuild and Advance
Project, which seeks to create a new town
centre hub to bring together town health,
social and other administrative services and
provide a cultural focus for the town.
For further information on the proposed
centre, please contact: Nigel Abbott:
gnabbott@aol.com at EHT, or Ian Burrows
at EBC, Head of Leisure & Cultural Services
01372 474474.
Could we see something like these
examples in Elmbridge? EHT and EBC
want to hear from you, and the Society
does too!
7
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PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE WEYBRIDGE
SOCIETY’S OBJECTS
Weybridge Society members may have heard that the Society is planning to revise
its objects (the Charity Commission’s term for ‘objectives’). The Society would like to
confirm this news and announce that in 2020 it intends to introduce a new object and
hold a vote on this change at its next AGM.
Rather than presenting a change of direction or a path to new Society activities, the
addition of a new object will be a way of formalising some of the most important activities
the Society already does. The plan is to include ‘Creating a Sense of Community’ as an
object, to help clarify certain existing activities and create a formal category for them,
since at the moment they reside outside the Society’s three stated objects:
OBJECT 1 To promote high standards of planning and architecture in or affecting the
area of benefit.
OBJECT 2 To educate the public in the geography, history, natural history and
architecture of the area of benefit.
OBJECT 3 To secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement
of features of historic or public interest in the area of benefit, including
parks, open spaces, footpaths and facilities for recreation, health,
education and transport.
Chairman Dave Arnold led the way for a proposed change at the last AGM on 4th April
2019, when he spoke of several initiatives that didn’t seem to fit into the aforementioned
categories. These activities included: provision of the quarterly newsletter and regular
e-blasts and maintenance of an updated website for the benefit of public information
and knowledge, award of school prizes, the organisation of events such as talks and a
photographic competition at schools, and donations to local charities.
The chairman’s announcement was prompted by a Trustees’ review of the Society’s
performance against the current three objects. The Trustees had found that the
Society acts much further in the public interest than is reflected in the organisation’s
current objects.
‘We have been doing things which we consider important, some for a very long
time, which did not fit neatly under the current objects,’ said Arnold. ‘Introducing a new
community-orientated object began as a matter of housekeeping rather than anything
else, but having reflected on it, the Trustees and the Executive Committee felt that
continuing to put energy into creating a sense of community is an important aspect of
the Society’s role, so it is only right that it should be highlighted.’
Ahead of the next AGM in April 2020, the Society encourages members
who have views on this proposal and suggestions to email the chairman at
chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk or to get in touch with one of the other Trustees.
8

Weybridge Society Newsletter – Autumn 2019

PLANNING UPDATE
The following information is summarised
from the Weybridge Society’s Planning
Panel’s records and actions taken at our
regular meetings. Developments are listed
in order from the longest running concerns
to the most recent applications to Elmbridge
Borough Council (EBC). We endeavour to
make this update a true representation of
the panel’s opinion and our actions and
plans concerning local developments. This
list is up to date at the time of writing, but
for the latest and most accurate changes
to planning, please consult EBC or our
website at weybridgesociety.org.uk, where
you can also check the planning update in
previous newsletters for more background
and history on individual cases.

statements for its removal at this site seem
to be problematic.
2018/0083 and 2018/2206 - Wyevale
Garden Centre. The application to
redevelop the Wyevale Garden Centre
has progressed with a public exhibition of
plans for a small-scale home for dementia
patients, but no formal planning application
has been made. The Society remains
concerned about expansion into green
areas and the possible ‘slippery slope’ of
developments all along Seven Hills Road.
2018/0905 - 18 Springfield Lane, fivestorey building. This site, critical to town
centre density and parking issues, has had
two near identical applications. The one
with the largest number of objections
(2018/0907) was withdrawn and eventually
the officer’s report recommending refusal
was agreed and published. Please see
alternative, only slightly smaller application
2018/3635, next.

2016/1448 - Monument View, Monument
Hill. The Society will continue to press
Surrey County Council for a solution to
dangers posed to pedestrians crossing
this junction of the top of Baker Street and
Monument Hill.
2017/2086 and 2018/1557 - 17 High Pine
Close. Both applications for this site are for
a detached two-storey house, with rooms in
the roof space and detached garage in the
rear garden. These applications propose
using what is effectively a public footpath
for vehicle access. The latest application
had been on appeal for a considerable time
and now has been refused by the Inspector
– a very positive result for residents and
the Society.

2018/3635 - 18 Springfield Lane, fourstorey building. The planning officer
refused this application for 20 dwellings in
a four-storey block of modern design and
materials, with only 16 parking spaces
to be provided. The Society objected to
this application on the grounds of height,
mass, impact on existing dwellings in

2017/2710, 2017/2873 and 2019/0187
- Warehouse, 47 Thames Street. The
Weybridge Society continues to support
residents who are concerned about the
dangers from asbestos dust, as the method
9
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Springfield Lane and Monument Green,
inadequate parking and a negative impact
on the adjacent Conservation area. This
application is now subject to appeal, and
the Society awaits the decision of the
Planning Inspector.

2018/2649 - St Michaels, 31 Oatlands
Chase – Amended. The local council’s
planning committee has approved this
application, after the planning officer
recommended to permit, subject to an
agreement that the developer fund an
affordable housing contribution.
The Society opposed the amended
application, having reviewed the changes
and supported the 24 other objectors to
this proposal. The proposed terrace of
houses is on Oatlands Chase, next door to
the Oatlands Chaser pub and not far from
Cleves school, an area of highly congested
traffic and a dangerous junction where
vision is often obstructed and parking
is already dense at peak morning and
afternoon times. The Society objected for
reasons of height, mass, visual impact,
trees, affordable housing provision
and parking.

a long ordeal.
The Society, supporting 54 objectors,
provided a detailed objection to the threestorey block as being unacceptable in
scale, height and mass, all of which were
intrusive and out of character. The Society
also expressed concerns about parking.
The application had attempted to use
a little known two-stage procedure under
the Town & Country Planning Act 2016,
in which consideration of the matter is
split in two. First a decision is made ‘in
principle’ (i.e. whether the site is suitable
for residential development), and later a
subsequent application is made on the
remaining details of the development. This
application for “Permission in Principle”
(with no details as to how the build would
look or be managed) was granted despite
many objections, including the Society’s.
After a lengthy interval, the planning
officer
considering
the
‘technical
details of the development’ issued a
recommendation to permit, and the matter
was sent to Committee for a decision.
As local residents remained extremely
concerned, the Society sent them guidance
and issued a statement in the form of a late
letter for consideration by the Councillors.
The Society also spent some time advising
the resident who undertook the task of
speaking out at the Council meeting.
In the end, nine out of ten Councillors
voted against the application and just one
abstained. Although it is likely that the
applicant will appeal, the Society’s planning
panel will oppose it as it did in 2017.

2018/3023 and 2019/0657- Wessex
South Road. 2018/3023 and 2019/0657Wessex South Road. This application for
nine flats (after a previous similar outline
application was refused and dismissed
on appeal) has now been refused after

2019/0386 - St Catherine’s House
Beales Lane. The proposal is for a very
large three-storey block to replace a
modest size building. The new plan would
provide 20 maisonettes and eight units of
social housing.

2018/2252 Clive House, 12-18 Queens
Road. The proposed developments to
date have been a serious threat to Queens
Road Village and the town of Weybridge
as a whole. The latest application to
replace this office block with residential
accommodation has been refused and is
now out of time for an appeal.

10
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Members of the Society’s planning
panel attended a large meeting of local
residents who were very concerned about
the application. So far 137 residents have
objected to the application. The Society has
supported them by objecting on grounds
of height, the development being a large
monolithic block, changes to the urban
content, failure to comply with the 25 and
45 degree guidelines for overlooking, loss
of trees, excessive hard standing, drainage
concerns, parking and loading problems.
Although the officer recommended
permission, councillors at their committee
meeting decided to refuse it. The
application has been through a number
of complex procedures which have taken
some time to resolve, but the Society is
pleased to report that it has now been fully
refused. Whilst this is a clear victory for the
Society and residents, the applicant can
still take the application to appeal.

with attractive and mature planting. The
proposal would therefore have a negative
impact on the neighbourhood and produce
an alien street scene, contrary to both local
policies and the revised National Planning
Policy Framework.
Despite the obvious drawbacks
in appearance, the planning officer
recommended the development go ahead,
and the planning panel had to work
hard with local residents to ensure that
objections were passed on to councillors
on the planning committee. The Society
pointed out that the officer’s report had
failed to give sufficient weight to the core
principles of appearance and character in
arriving at the recommendation to permit.
To the great relief of all involved in objecting,
the application was subsequently refused.
2019/1576 - 41 Oatlands Chase and land
to the rear of 39 Oatlands Chase. In an
ongoing case at this site at the junction
of Oatlands Avenue and Oatlands Chase
opposite Cleves School, the developer has
submitted a new application to knock down
a single-family home with garage and
replace it with a terrace of three houses.
Whilst this new application presents a
fair reduction in development, as compared
with the developer’s previous plan for 11
units, it still remains out of character with
the neighbourhood, a principle which was
affirmed by the Inspector in dismissing the

2019/0625 – 10 Woodland Grove. This
proposal for development in the Oatlands
area envisions replacing one house with
three narrow four-bedroom houses.
The Society objected based on the
fact that the very narrow, effectively
three-storey houses are completely out
of character with the prevailing pattern of
development in Woodland Grove, which
for the most part consists of large detached
houses in sizeable, well-spaced plots
10 Woodland Grove planning proposal
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developer’s appeal for his previous plan
(also rejected).
This part of Oatlands Chase features
large homes with fully mature giant old
trees lining the road, and despite the
developer having chopped down two such
trees in the hopes of winning his first
application, consideration should still be
given to the character, atmosphere and
beauty of the neighbourhood, along with
the canopy of trees that remains.

closing of this establishment as a pub with
the intention to open it as a restaurant or
more upscale gastropub serving up to
120 people. The proposed alterations and
additions are all shown to be contained
within the existing footprint and the trunking/
venting not to increase the building height.
A raised external eating area is proposed,
which may be of concern, along with
the issue of parking, which is already a
problem in the area. The application is now
under consideration.
2019/1068 - Albany Cottage, Westdene
Way. This application is for the variation
to some of the conditions attached to the
previous grant of permission. However,
these changes are not minor and include
not only variation to the fenestration,
roof line, brick detailing, porch, and bin
store location, but a radical redesign, reorientation and repositioning of the plots,
garaging, vehicular parking and planting
regime, amongst other issues.
In view of the planning history of this
site, including Inspectorate decisions and
sustained concern by local residents, it
seems shabby in the extreme that these
major changes are to be dealt with by way
of a Section 73 application under the Town
and Country Planning Act 1990 rather than
a full, new application, which would prompt
the proper attention of local residents.
The Society has requested that the
Head of Planning and one of the Council’s
legal staff review the status and treatment
this application. In previous Planning
Officer reports and Inspectorate Decision
Notices, much has been made of the
character of the immediate neighbourhood,
and the permeability and vistas through the
existing dwellings in and from Westdene
Way is stressed repeatedly.

The
Inspector
made
such
considerations of neighbourhood character
clear in his earlier dismissal, as did the
councillors when they unanimously
rejected the first application (2018/2147)
in January. The Society and more than
50 others objected to the original plans as
a major threat to the Oatlands area. The
developer’s first proposal envisioned the
demolition of one house to build 11 new
units: one detached house, a pair of semidetached houses, a terrace of three two
storey houses and a two-storey block of
five flats.
The Society worked hard to defeat this
proposal, supporting the many objections
indicating the application was a case
of overdevelopment with significant
overlooking and pedestrian safety and
parking problems in an area of severe
parking stress. The Society also wrote to
the Inspector to support the many residents
who followed up with letters.
2019/2014 – British Volunteer Pub. This
application for redevelopment follows the
12
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HIDDEN WEYBRIDGE TREASURE:
CHAPEL OF ST CHARLES BORROMEO
hidden and often overlooked, but it is still well
worth discovering.
Taylor was a devout and prosperous
gentleman and an accomplished amateur
architect who had already helped design and
build Catholic colleges in Hertfordshire and
near Durham. He then moved his family from
Greenwich to Weybridge to retire to their
new home, Waterloo Cottage. Happily, both
his Chapel and Waterloo Cottage have
survived (Taylor himself is buried in
Weybridge Cemetery) and to this day, gothic
details in the chapel echo the arched
windows and rooftop crenellation found in his
design of the now somewhat-altered house.

Weybridge is lucky to be a repository of so
many architectural treasures, among them
a highly unusual early 19th century Roman
Catholic chapel that was once a destination
and final resting site for an exiled king
of France.
Having been reminded of this historic
connection, the Weybridge Society got in
touch with an enthusiastic expert about the
site, Tom Wingate, who offered to delve into
the details.
A former Weybridge resident (and brother
to Mary Lee, the pastoral assistant at Prince
of Peace Catholic Church on Portmore Park
Road), Tom remains passionate about the
chapel. Despite now living in Mexico City,
he sent in this fascinating report, which the
Society reproduces in full as a visitor’s guide
to encourage area residents to view the site.
A Local Architectural Treasure
Now owned by the Korean Presbyterian
community, the formerly Catholic Chapel
of St Charles Borromeo, a white-domed
structure with neo-gothic details, still stands
near an expansive lawn fringed by stately
cedars opposite the common at the top of
Heath Road.
The building was constructed by James
Taylor in the mid-1830s, on thirty acres of
land within what was once an extensive
Weybridge Park, and before that, the
hunting grounds of Henry VIII’s Oatlands
Palace. On completion, the chapel was
dedicated by Bishop James Yorke Bramston
on 4th November 1835, the Feast of
St Charles Borromeo.
Set back from the road, and subsequently
hidden behind a large Victorian ragstone
church (a later bulky addition funded by
Taylor’s daughter-in-law), the Chapel remains

When Taylor built his stucco-faced
brick chapel (and a mausoleum beneath)
in his garden, it was not only for his family
but also the very small Catholic community
in and around Weybridge. Taylor was
taking advantage of Catholic Emancipation
signed into law in 1829 by King George IV,
a reluctant realist, goaded into action by the
Duke of Wellington. From 1534 until 1829, it
had been illegal to construct a public place
for Catholic worship in Britain, and Catholic
Bridget Southcote’s nearby estate at
Woburn Park had been sold and its private
chapel destroyed.
So, Taylor’s contribution was a timely
one. On the cusp of a broader, massive neogothic revival in Victorian church architecture,
13
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A Visitor’s Guide
In the chapel’s intimate interior (a
congregation of only forty would have filled it)
are many notable details to admire. Plaster
cherubim are scattered about the upper
areas, close to fake wooden pilasters that
define arches. The inner ring of the dome’s
base is lined with a repeated pattern of
plaster fleurs de lys in homage to St Joseph,
while the ironwork fronting the tiny balcony
that faces the altar displays a design of
grapes. Grapes on the vine also are to be
found in a similar pattern atop the long brick
wall fronting Waterloo Cottage, unabashedly
displaying Catholic symbolism to passersby.

Taylor’s Italianate chapel, dating from the
short reign of William IV, was and remains
particularly striking in its design. Nestling
between two square towers, its dome was
probably influenced by Taylor’s Grand Tour
in Italy as a young man, but it was also a
compromise, as despite Emancipation, any
kind of spire was deemed by authorities
to be too provocative and obvious on the
Surrey skyline. Hence Taylor had to opt for a
more ‘discreet’ Catholic dome.
In fusing the overall neo-classical and
Catholic design with British gothic details (the
latter also used gracefully when designing
Waterloo Cottage), Taylor championed
the two most important allegiances in his
patriotic family’s decidedly middle-class
heritage. The chapel’s exterior features
two 19th century grimacing gargoyles, the
kind that could have been found at the
nearby medieval Chertsey Abbey, while
pointed arches in the delicate sash window
tracery, finials on the roof and crenellation
all add to the sense of a curious revival of
British gothic.

The most noticeable feature of the
Chapel’s interior is the extremely rare painted
(as opposed to stained) set of glass windows.
In this painted technique, thin sheets of glass
are used as a transparent canvas, with some
pigments absorbed by the glass when fired,
while others (including black iron oxides)
form delicate translucent layers of colour on
the surface. Two versions of Raphael’s
‘Transfiguration,’ one of lesser quality
14

Weybridge Society Newsletter – Autumn 2019

probably painted by an assistant artist, had
adorned the tops of two main gothic windows
flanking the congregation. They survived in
to the 1980s, but today, just one remains.

under another gothic arch and spanning
all the narrowed width of the chapel at
that point.
Sited some way inside the chapel and
therefore not close to direct light from any
window, the ‘Agony’ composition is even
more unusual, because painted or stained
glass needs exterior light to ‘come alive.’ No
other similar example of a major composition
on painted glass has yet been traced
anywhere in the British Isles.
Above the altar one can still find a
magnificent composition on glass of the
‘Crucifixion,’ whose artistic ancestry can
be traced to the extensively admired and
copied work of the renowned 17th century
Dutch painter, Anton van Dyck. Photographic
evidence from around 1900 indicates that at
least four large painted glass panels in this
very large composition, including Christ’s
legs, had been broken and then restored
or replaced.
Research has also revealed that all
these windows painted in 1834 are now the
only surviving pieces painted by E. Holder,
a London-based artisan. Eventually, and by
pure luck, his signature and the date were
located on a murky panel to the right of the
poorly lit ‘Agony’ composition. (Another rare
work by Holder, a scene depicting ‘Christ
Carrying His Cross,’ copied from an oil
painting still in Magdalen College Chapel,
Oxford, was in a Hackney church, but was
destroyed in the Blitz.)

Until the 1980s, one could also view two
(out of an original four) fascinating portraits
of 18th and early 19th century clerics known to
and admired by Taylor. One portrait was of Fr.
Arthur O’Leary, a well-known Irish Capuchin
used by George III’s government to keep
the peace with his disaffected compatriots
in the turbulent anti-Catholic London of the
1780s. His marble monument still exists in
St Patrick’s, Soho Square. The other portrait
(broken in the 1980s and restored from
fragments) shows Père Nicolas Paris, of
Rouen, a late-18th century French exile who
apparently had been a tutor for Taylor’s sons.
During his chequered life this portly priest had
reportedly received the Légion d’Honneur
from the hands of Napoleon himself.
Suspended under the ceiling, above the
upstairs diminutive balcony, is a splendid
round glass painting, glowing with rich silver
nitrate yellows, depicting Gregory XVI’s
Papal Arms. Facing it, high above the altar, is
a remarkable ‘Agony in the Garden,’ showing
a kneeling Christ and two angels, wedged

Key Historic Connections
Happily for art historians and architectural
enthusiasts, over the years various images
(most of them engravings) of the chapel
were made, mostly owing to an important
connection the chapel had with a most
famous French exile, Louis Philippe
D’Orléans, the so-called Citizen King.
Deposed in the 1848 Revolution, Louis
15
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Philippe and his wife Amélie of the Two
Sicilies, herself a niece of Marie Antoinette,
fled to England and became guests of a
sympathetic Queen Victoria. While residing
at Claremont House, Esher, the ex-King and
Queen, known as the Count and Countess
of Neuilly, often came to Mass in Weybridge,
and engravings were made of the
event and published in the Illustrated
London News (ILN).

Over the years, a total of about a dozen
royal members of the extended Orléans
household, who mostly had resided in
Twickenham and its environs, were to
make use of the mausoleum, including the
Duchesse d’Orléans (1858), Queen Amélie
(1866), the Comte de Paris (1894) and his
widow, the Comtesse de Paris, in 1919.
Various members of the British royal
family would attend many of these solemn
occasions, including, prior to 1860, Prince
Albert himself. St Charles’s Chapel once
again received a lot of publicity in 1894 –
now including photographs in the press – for
the funeral of Henri, Comte de Paris, Louis
Philippe’s exiled grandson, who was also
an American Civil War veteran, author, and
onetime Pretender to the French throne.
Both the Comte and his wife were to lie in
the vacated tombs of his grandparents
for a few years until they were repatriated
to Dreux.
In time (until the early part of the 20th
century) all the Orléans coffins were to
be disinterred and removed to Dreux,
but one remained longer than most. The
very last Orléans to be repatriated was a
youthful Lutheran princess called Victoire,
the Duchesse de Nemours, one of Louis
Philippe’s daughters-in-law, and a favourite
first cousin of both Victoria and Albert.
Initially placed in a tomb in the crypt in
1857, her coffin was later taken upstairs to
be placed in a new table-top tomb within a
specially made side-chapel upstairs in the
Victorian nave. Until the early 1980s, she
lay undisturbed beneath a superb white
marble effigy by the French master sculptor,
Henri Chapu, the image showing her as she
was found in death, aged only thirty-five, in
her bedroom at Claremont, brushing her
flowing hair.
For Victoire’s funeral and its aftermath,
the small chapel had a special doorway

In 1848, James Taylor died, and two
years later, in 1850, the exile King Louis
Philippe succumbed to a diseased liver. The
recently self-made emperor, Napoleon III,
pettily refused Louis Philippe the right to be
buried in the family’s grand mausoleum at
Dreux in Normandy, so Taylor’s family gave
the family permission for Louis Philippe to be
interred in the crypt beneath their relatively
new chapel. As an ILN artist was again on
hand to witness the scene, an engraved
image exists showing a procession with the
coffin temporarily resting at the top of the
steps leading down to the vault.
16
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made so that Queen Victoria could ride
over from Windsor and, as the Head of the
Church of England, not be seen entering
a Roman Catholic church by the main
door. This ‘secret’ entrance still exists,
although in an English Heritage restoration

in the early 2000s the heavy door itself
was replaced.
Since then, efforts have been made by
local residents and English Heritage to keep
up the Grade II listed site, but it now appears
to have fallen on hard times. Whilst the chapel
and Waterloo Cottage currently belong to
the Korean Presbyterian community, which
acts as their custodian, the congregation has
largely moved on to worship in New Malden,
and the chapel seems to be no longer
in regular use. Worse, this year damage
was sustained to the windows by vandals
breaking in, and graffiti is now evident on
several walls inside.
Nonetheless, the incredible painted
glass windows remain largely intact, and the
site, a grand link to world history, is well worth
a visit. The chapel can be viewed by getting
in touch with Pastor Kim of the World Mission
Church, by dropping a request in person
through the letterbox or by post at Waterloo
Cottage at 77 Heath Road.

HELP US SUPPORT YOU –
JOIN THE WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY!
For more than 65 years, the Weybridge Society has worked for Weybridge as the
town’s residents’ association. Today, more than ever, our all-volunteer Society
needs your help to keep Weybridge a great place to live and work.
Support us as we keep you informed of events and issues that affect your
community. Your contribution helps us work for the common
good, and as a member you’ll receive dedicated emails with
local news you can use.
The QR code alongside goes to our website joining page or
see more at weybridgesociety.org.uk. At just £8 a year for
individuals or £12 for two at the same address, it’s a small but
valuable donation to our charity, so join today!
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SAVING ST JAMES – JEWEL OF WEYBRIDGE
With an iconic steeple that’s practically the
symbol of the town of Weybridge, St James’
Church continues to be an architectural
draw and delight for residents and
visitors alike.

deemed the existing St James church
too small and dilapidated, and Reverend
Giffard encouraged well-off families in the
area to donate to a new building project.
Despite strong opposition from long-term
locals who loved their little church and its
associated memories, the new church was
built – proving that complaints against new
developments are not just modern issues!
The new (existing) St James was
consecrated on 17th June 1848, with works
continuing in subsequent years according to
the plans of the original designer, John
Loughborough Pearson, who later built
St Peter’s in Hersham and Truro
Cathedral. St James’ various extensions
and improvements included the tower and
spire in 1855, and Pearson’s last contribution
in 1893 was the design of alabaster,
marble and mosaic decorations for the
chancel walls.

Having celebrated its 170th year in
2018, St James’ Church can easily claim
a history that goes far further into the past,
as the church is intimately connected with
the origins of Weybridge itself. Historic
documents reference a medieval chapel on
the site called St Nicholas’ Church, which
held important annual money raising sale on
St James’ Day throughout the 16th century,
and that original St Nicholas/St James may
well have been the one (albeit with alterations
over time) mentioned in a document from
1175. That original Weybridge chapel in turn
might have been in existence even earlier,
not long after the founding of Chertsey
Abbey in 666 AD!
But it is 1848 which is the key date
to remember for the current St James
Church, as the 19th century ushered in
dramatic changes for parish and residents,
transforming Weybridge from a quiet village
into a bustling town. The opening of the
railway line in 1838 brought in ambitious
newcomers, including in 1846 a young,
intellectual and energetic clergyman,
Reverend William Giffard. Other new
arrivals and wealthy parishioners also soon

In Victorian times no expense was
spared in the building and embellishment of
what came to be known as ‘the cathedral of
the Thames Valley.’ Even today the church’s
stained-glass windows are breathtaking,
individually designed by a variety of
artists, the most famous by the renowned
Sir Edward Burne-Jones. This window
was manufactured by William Morris’s
company and erected by William Boyce
James in memory of his wife Frances,
who died in June 1885, just months before
William himself.
18
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As the new church had been built behind
the previous one, when the old St Nicholas/
St James church was finally demolished in
1849, its tombs and crypts were left standing,
exposed, in the ‘new’ churchyard. One such
vault, surrounded by iron railings, was that of
the Duchess of York, a beloved benefactor
who lived in Oatlands House and Park and
who died in 1820. She had been held in such
high esteem and affection by local people
that in 1822 they paid for a column to be
erected in her memory, still seen on
Monument Green outside the Ship Hotel.
This column was originally sited at Seven
Dials in St Giles, London, topped by a sevensided sun dial stone. However, when it was
brought to Weybridge the stone was
considered too heavy to be safe and was
replaced by a ducal coronet. The Dial Stone
now rests alongside Weybridge Library.

Victorian Gothic architecture and to raise the
funds needed to sustain this beautiful Grade
II listed building for generations to come.
In the near future St James has exciting
plans for reordering the church building to
make the space more flexible and to improve
facilities, expanding its capabilities to serve
the community’s ever more diverse needs.
The next major refurbishment is expected to
take a few years, and the church will depend
on fundraising to realise its dreams.

At a time when church attendance is
broadly falling and many churches are even
closing, St James has long sought to be a
key institution in the community. Far beyond
being a justifiably beautiful building to visit in
the centre of town, St James already plays
a role as a central community venue, with
events in the arts, theatre and music, which
it hopes to expand further. Beyond regular
Sunday services, the church offers ‘Tots
Praise’ on Tuesdays and every Thursday
afternoon, runs a foodbank that provides
a haven of peace and refreshment and

These are just some of the fascinating
architectural treasures to view in and around
the church, and the Friends of St James offer
tailored guided tours to help raise awareness
and appreciation of the church’s precious
19
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vital supplies for those in need. Bi-monthly
the church also holds ‘All Our Yesterdays’
services designed for those living with
dementia, with an Arts Society-designed
memory-friendly ‘Trail of Discovery’ launched
this summer.
Supporting all that the church does,
St James’ Parish Centre (next door to the
church building) is itself a building no less
needing attention and funds. Home to
39 local organisations, the Parish Centre
over its 53-year lifespan has also taken its
share of wear. Badly in need of remodelling,
the centre recently saw an extensive
refurbishment, including upgrades such as
new uPVC windows, roof insulation and new
low voltage controllable lighting. The centre
also installed new acoustic doors across the
front of the stage to allow for use of the stage

during busy hire periods.
All these improvements at the church
and centre will offer better facilities to current
hirers and in-house events such as the
monthly ‘Friday Night Music’ (free entrance
and open mic, cash bar), fund-raising
quiz nights and jazz suppers, tribute band
evenings and classical concerts.
Please contact The Friends of St James
with your queries or to book a tour at 01932
845 174 and help them to keep local history
alive! This autumn, guided tours have been
set for the following dates, with a five-person
attendance and £10 minimum donation
needed to cover refreshment and other
costs: 3 pm Saturday 26th October and 2:30
pm Tuesday 29th October. Other future dates
will also be put in the diary, so do get in touch
if you are interested in a tour!

AGM CARS

Incorporating Weybridge Taxis @ Weybridge Station
ALL MAJOR AIRPORTS

London • Heathrow • Gatwick • Stansted • Luton
All jobs taken on
Competitive prices
Accounts welcome
Friendly, reliable and professional
Licensed saloon and six seater cars

01932 858585

booking@agmcars.co.uk
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GRADE II LISTED ENTRANCE GATES TO
OATLANDS PARK

RECENT RESTORATION WORK AND NEW HISTORICAL FINDINGS
Made of Portland Stone with wrought iron
painted gates and railings, the stunning
structure that once formed the official
entrance to the Oatlands Park estate
(where Lakeside Grange and Oatlands
Park Hotel are now situated) was long
believed to date from the mid-19th century.
But in an exciting find, recent restoration
work has put the gates at around a
century earlier, and renovations have
revived them into a magnificent piece of
local architecture.

with specialist experience in stone
restoration work.
The remit of the renovation was to
minimise intervention, leaving as much
as possible of the ancient stonework
untouched. Still, the job involved 150
separate repairs, including:
• Steam cleaning to remove dirt
and algae
• Fabrication and insertion of
Portland Stone indents of all
shapes and sizes
• Replacing corroded cramps with
stainless steel ones
• Raking out and re-pointing with a
Portland Stone mortar mix
• Renewal of a spherical stone
plinth and finial
• Re-seating stones above one of
the arches

Part of the Lakeside Grange Estate,
the gates are currently maintained by
Lakeside Grange Management Co.
Limited (LGMCL), a company funded by
the owners of the 35 Estate properties,
including the two lodges either side of
the gates. A regular survey carried out
in late summer 2017, in accordance
with LGMCL’s on-going maintenance
responsibilities,
revealed
serious
structural weaknesses in the stonework
due to aging and, in particular, rusted
and corroded cramps. With the approval
of owners, the board of LGMCL decided
to repair the gates (a job that would
require dipping quite heavily into financial
reserves) and after due process, found
a contractor and project supervisor

LGMCL also funded an analysis of the
wrought iron paintwork, which led to
the surprising re-evaluation of the
gates’ history.

Under extreme magnification, early
colours used to paint the gates gave an
initial indication that the gates might be
21
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considerably older than first thought.
Further research carried out by a Surrey
Heritage Conservation Team showed the
gates are almost certainly based on a
design by William Kent, though made by
one of his apprentices, Stephen Wright.
The gates are indeed approximately 100
years older than previously estimated,
and research also established that the
gates were originally positioned at the
Weybridge end of Oatlands Drive, having
been moved to their current position in

1858, when the Oatlands Park Hotel
was opened.
The restoration project was carried
out during 2018 and took 17 weeks to
complete at a cost in excess of £40,000.
Contributions came from Surrey Historic
Buildings Trust and Elmbridge Borough
Council, and LGMCL also submitted the
Gates restoration project to the Surrey
Heritage Awards Scheme 2019, set up to
award the best restoration/preservation
projects
in
Surrey.
The
project
won joint runner-up at the Scheme’s
March 2019 awards.
Full details of the research and its
findings may be found at the following
websites posted by Surrey Historic
Environment Record:
www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/themystery-of-oatlands-park-gates-part-1/
and part-2/
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A WEYBRIDGE CHILDHOOD
had started a corn-chandler’s business in
Weybridge in 1849 on the corner of Baker
Street and High Street, advertised by the
sign: NEWMAN, CORN, COAL & COKE
MERCHANT. They sold the business in 1897
to the then London & County Banking
Company, now NatWest, who built the
building still on the site.

It’s not often the Weybridge Society hears
from esteemed former residents eager to
regale us with great memories of town. So it
was particularly pleasing to learn that historian
Derek Hill, who now lives in Harrow Weald,
but who was brought up in Weybridge and
whose family has lived here for generations,
has such enthusiasm for Weybridge and so
many vivid details to share.
Derek lived in Weybridge in the fifties
as a young child, and later read French and
Russian at Oxford. After a career in the Civil
Service, Derek retired and completed a PhD
and has now written a history book on the
Inquisition: Inquisition in the Fourteenth
Century: The Manuals of Bernard Gui and
Nicholas Eymerich, published in May 2019
by Boydell and Brewer.
Having maintained close connections
with Weybridge throughout the years,
Derek offered us his early recollections of
Weybridge, which helped shape his passion
for history. His story reminds us all that even
the smallest homes can be architectural
treasures, as they house living memories and
tell the history of our town:

Granny, Tim the dog, Eileen, Victor, Grandad and
Winifred, at 11 Dorchester Road

As substantial houses for prosperous
middle classes had replaced the farms of the
late 19th century, my grandfather concentrated
on selling coal. The business failed in 1926
during the miners’ strike following the General
Strike, and my grandfather, Arthur, passed it
to his brother, Frank, who ran it until the fifties.
After his business failed, my grandfather
was unemployed; he sold rat poison door-todoor and my grandmother charred to make
ends meet, a shame which the family never
forgot. Grandad finally got a job for 25 years
with the Joint Electricity Authority, wiring up
Weybridge and areas around, until he retired
in 1952. He died in 1968, still bankrupt from
the miners’ strike, and his small estate was
forfeit to the state.
My grandparents, who lived in Dorchester
Road and died in Weybridge in the 1960s,
were consummate Edwardians. I remember
grandad immaculately turned out in a dark
three-piece suit, when he went to the Ship,

For me, as a small child in the fifties, the
world revolved round Weybridge, where my
mother, Eileen, was born. My parents moved
to Addlestone in 1954, but my mother went
back nearly every day to see her mother
and sister, Winifred, and later in the 60s they
moved back to Weybridge. The frequent bus
journey from Addlestone to Weybridge is still
vivid in my memory. I remember in particular
the march of the new lines of giant pylons
across the meadows leading down to the
Thames, as my mother had once informed
me that one of the cables had come adrift and
hit a bus, with unspecified consequences.
My mother’s family were Newmans, who
23
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while Granny wore fashions which had their
heyday in the 1900s. There was a coal fire
in their house and a tin bath, which I never
saw in use. It was dark but inviting, and I
have nothing but fond memories of the warm
interior, though the outside lavatory was a
dank mysterious place which I hesitated
to use.
My father, Arthur Hill, and Uncle Basil
Malley were among the bright young
newcomers to town. They came to Weybridge
during the War, met the two Misses Newmans
(Eileen and Winifred) at the Nomads Club,
which mixed Weybridge people and new
arrivals, married them and went about helping
to create the modern world.

which held remarkably little. They lived in
Oatlands Park and then moved to Thames
Street. My aunt had a Dachshund, and, in
later years, once she felt unable to keep a
dog, she collected models of Dachshunds.
That memory and her stories about me as
a young child (she seemed to be the family
repository) have come to frame that period
in my mind. For example, having been taken
into Smudge’s Barbers to have my hair
cut, I unwisely repeated my aunt’s view of
Smudge’s barbering by saying to Smudge:
‘What will Auntie Winifred say when she sees
one of Smudge’s rough old haircuts?’ This
repeated tale was meant to demonstrate my
boldness, and like other stories reminds me
of my aunt’s important role in my upbringing.
Winifred spent her last eight years in a
care home in Oatlands Drive. She never
left Weybridge.
Eileen and Winifred’s younger brother,
Victor, who lives now in Pulborough, Sussex,
started work before the War at the oil mills
on Whittet’s Ait at the end of Jessamy
Road. Linseed came by barge from India
and Argentina via the London Docks,
was processed and then sold on to make
linoleum, paint and cattle-cake. He spent the
war in Ceylon transcribing Japanese Morse
code signals for Bletchley Park, came back,
went into farming and married Auntie Jackie,
with me in attendance as a page-boy. I must
have done well: they have been married for
more than 65 years!
My parents, although ‘exiled’ in
Addlestone, were happy. I remember the grey
Austin A30 appearing as a company car, the
ultimate sign that in life my father had finally
arrived! A boy brought up before the War
could not have imagined the luxury of owning
a car, and my father cleaned his relentlessly.
It must have been slow and uncomfortable
– though those sentiments have faded – but
I do remember that from then on, we could

Uncle Basil just before VE Day, Dorchester Road

Uncle Basil tested stresses on airliners
(Viking, Vanguard, VC10 and Concorde)
built by Vickers based at Brooklands. My
father designed and built electric furnaces
for a company called EFCO in a small
workshop by Sir Richard’s Bridge in Walton.
His great adventure was the Pilkington’s float
glass project, for which EFCO were subcontractors. They made the heating elements
which kept the tin at the right temperature to
allow molten glass to float over it, making plate
glass at a fraction of the previous price. The
resulting process was sold throughout the
world, essentially paving the way for buildings
covered in glass that reflect the light.
Uncle Basil and Auntie Winifred, my
mother’s sister, were the first in the family
to have a fridge, a small gas-fired appliance
24
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go by car to Exeter, where my father’s sister
lived, and get to the seaside.
My mother had won a scholarship to
Woking Girls’ Grammar School when her
family was very poor, and she never forgot
the shame of a hand-me-down pink raincoat
when other classmates had proper navy
ones. I discovered this fact recently and now
finally understand why she cried when I
damaged my new navy school coat in my
schooldays.

As a historian and writer, I’ve focused on
the medieval inquisition because the period
fascinates me – though not because of its
bloody legend, but because it unveiled one
of the first modern legal systems. I hope my
book is of interest, and that my account of
Weybridge will inspire others to share theirs.
Do you have a fascinating memory
or story about Weybridge from days
past? Do you know something about
Weybridge that few people know today?
The Weybridge Society newsletter would
love to hear from you!
Personal stories are a gold mine of
information for future generations, and we
hope to begin collecting our own treasure
trove of ‘oral’ histories in short written
form. So do get in touch if you have an
interesting tale and photos to share!

Dorchester Road VE Day party

Diagnosed with terminal cancer, my
mother would not leave her Weybridge
house to stay with us in Harrow. She died
in Weybridge Hospital, where as a child
she had waved a flag for Princess Beatrice
when she opened it in 1928. My father had
passed away too in the same place two years
before her.
I joined the Civil Service and married an
anaesthetist from Dumfries in 1986 whom I’d
met through Weybridge friends. When she
was applying for consultant posts, St Peter’s
had a vacancy, but sadly she didn’t get it. Fate
decreed she would go to the Royal National
Orthopaedic Hospital in Stanmore, and so I
went with her to Harrow Weald, at the other
end of Greater London from Weybridge.
But I have returned often to see family and
friends, and if people ask where I am from,
I still say Weybridge!
Along the way, my knowledge of
Weybridge local history must have helped
spark my interest in history more generally.

Family run shop on
Weybridge High Street
Serving the local community
for over 40 years
Newly refurbished in 2016
Come see our wide range of
sports wear and gear
Huge selection of
footwear and accessories
Essential equipment for
school sports
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LAST CHANCE TO CATCH LOCAL CHERTSEY
ABBEY EXHIBITION
Chertsey Museum’s exhibition on
Chertsey Abbey runs until 2nd November,
so if you haven’t had a chance to catch
this amazing revelation of local history,
now is the time!
This special exhibit includes a
computer-generated, three-dimensional
model of Chertsey Abbey in its heyday
and is especially timely as St Anne’s
Parish celebrates the 90th anniversary of
the laying of its foundation stone.
The history of Chertsey Abbey forms
an integral part of Weybridge’s own,

as the dissolution of the monasteries
by King Henry VIII led to the Abbey’s
destruction and reuse of its stones for
the construction of the famed Oatlands
Park Palace. The Abbey is also important
in English history as the first burial site of
King Henry VI.
The timeline below was compiled
with help from the Chertsey Museum
and historical writings of the late David
Wheeler, a former parishioner of St
Anne’s who wrote St Ann’s Hill, Chertsey,
Surrey, A History.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR CHERTSEY ABBEY, ST ANN'S HILL
& ST ANNE'S CATHOLIC CHURCH
666

Chertsey Abbey was founded and dedicated to St Peter. The abbey was built on
the highest piece of land in Chertsey.

871

The Abbey was destroyed by Vikings. Abbot Beocca along with 90 of his monks
were slaughtered, and raids continued in the years that followed.

964

The Abbey was recolonised by Benedictine monks from Abingdon (Berkshire).
Simple huts were eventually replaced with stone buildings, and the Abbey
became one of the five largest abbeys in England.

1334

Abbot John de Rutherwyk built a chapel on the hill known as Elderbury (or
Mount Elderbury), which earlier had been the site of an iron age fort. This chapel
was dedicated to St Ann and the hill became known as St Ann’s Hill, soon the
focus of medieval pilgrimages. (In Christian tradition, St Anne is the mother of
Mary, and therefore Jesus’ grandmother. The spellings Ann, Anne and Anna are
all used in different writings.)

1471

King Henry VI died while imprisoned in the Tower of London and was buried
in the Lady Chapel of Chertsey Abbey, his tomb also becoming a place of
pilgrimage. In 1484, Richard III reburied Henry VI in St George’s Chapel at
Windsor Castle.

1537

Henry VIII dissolved Chertsey Abbey and, shortly afterwards, took much of
the abbey masonry to Weybridge to build Oatlands Palace for Anne of Cleves.
Subsequently St Ann’s Chapel fell into disrepair.
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1867

Retired priest Fr Charles Comberbatch became chaplain to Lady Holland, whose
husband inherited the Charles Fox estate on St Ann’s Hill. Lady Holland had a
chapel built, dedicated to St Ann, with an adjacent cottage for Fr Comberbatch
at the foot of the hill. For many years this was the only place in Chertsey where
Catholics could attend Mass.

1889

Lady Holland died and was buried in her chapel. Her sarcophagus survives in
situ to this day.

1898

The Salesian Sisters, followed by Salesian Fathers, arrived in Chertsey.

1929

The Salesians laid the foundation stone for their new church in Eastworth Road.
A year later, on 19 July 1930, the church, dedicated to St Anne, was completed
and opened.

2019

St Anne’s Parish celebrates the 90th anniversary of the laying of its
foundation stone.
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DAY OUT AT WHITELEY VILLAGE FAYRE
On Saturday 20th July, several members
of the Weybridge Society came out to
the Annual Whiteley Village Fayre to
help spread the word about the work
of our organisation. Despite torrential
downpours in the morning, volunteers
got the gazebo up in time
for shelter and spent the
afternoon recruiting new
members. Those who
joined the society on the
day were entered into
a draw, with the winner
receiving a very fine bottle
of Chivas Regal generously
donated by the Weybridge
branch
of
Waitrose.

We warmly welcome all new members!
Photo below, seen manning our
pitch from left to right: Nick Thripp
(Trustee), Jeannie and Andy Richardson
(Treasurer), with Lorraine and Dave
Arnold (Chairman).
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CORRECTION
At the Weybridge Society quarterly newsletter, we always endeavour to get our
facts straight, but sometimes in our dash for flair, we fall a bit short.
In our previous summer issue, on page 16, we ran a feature on The Kitchen
Shop with the title ‘Oldest Shop in Weybridge Still Going Strong’ and the opening
line: ‘Most residents of Weybridge can’t remember what was there before, so as far
as we know, it’s quite possibly the oldest shop in Weybridge.’
Our caveat notwithstanding, we were rightly corrected by Ed Fox of Oatlands
Drive, owner of Pollingtons newsagents:
‘After reading your article about ‘the oldest shop in Weybridge', I was surprised
they've only been trading since 1973. I own Pollingtons in Oatlands Village, and we
have been trading as Pollingtons since 1963! My ex-business partner retired last
October, and I have continued trading.’
Many thanks for bringing that to our attention, Mr Fox, as Pollingtons is a much
beloved local institution and we should have researched further!
As ever we love feedback and hearing about Weybridge history, so if you have
something to say about our news and features, don’t hesitate to get in touch at
newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND MEMORIAL STONEMASONS

T H E F A M I L Y Y O U C A N T U R N T O...
Seven generations of our family have been helping and advising local
families in their time of need. For over 230 years we have been providing
funerals, both modest and traditional, with care and compassion.

WEYBRIDGE:

36-36 High Street

01932 854758
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BRITAIN’S

V
V BOMBERS

The Ultimate Peacekeepers

The Weybridge Society is always keen to promote local history and pride in our
town and its residents, so stay tuned for an upcoming talk by Weybridge Society
Treasurer Andy Richardson. Andy will be giving a first-hand account on how
Britain’s V-bombers, deadly but beautiful aircraft, kept our country safe during
the Cold War era.
Andy served in the RAF from 1960 to 1980, on flying duties for 14 of those years,
including six years crewing the iconic AVRO VULCAN. Andy will explain why the
UK needed this awesome capability, how the aircraft was developed (including
influence from BROOKLANDS) and its crews selected and trained, and what it
would have been like if the planes ever had to launch for conflict.
This is a night of true live storytelling that you and your family will not want to miss,
with stunning video clips, photos and sound effects. So mark your calendars -Thursday 13th February 2020, Main Hall at Heathside school. Doors to open 7 pm
for a 7.30 pm start!

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Our quarterly newsletters reach out to thousands of Weybridge residents,
with Society members receiving issues delivered to their door. Extra copies
are also left in the community to spread the message, and starting in 2020, our
autumn issue will be distributed to 10,000 area homes.
We offer competitive rates for quarter, half and full page ads for local businesses
and events, and take on select charity news for free. Please get in touch with
Andy Richardson: treasurer@weybridgesociety.org.uk
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & CHARITY TRUSTEES
Dave Arnold

Chairman & Transport

chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Secretary

secretary@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Andy Richardson

Treasurer

treasurer@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Trevor Lewis

Membership

membership@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Lesia Scholey

Newsletter editor
Liaison with schools

newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Anne Lindsay

Newsletter distribution

distribution@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Barry Judd

Liaison with local groups

liaison@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Richard Marshall

Footpaths

footpaths@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Raymond Spary

Chair Planning Panel

planning@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Steve McCarthy

Web Editor

webeditor@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Mervyn Greig
Nick Thripp

OTHER CONTACTS
Cay-Joachim Crasemann Planning Riverside

planning.riverside@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Tim Williams

Planning Oatlands

planning.oatlands@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Tim Williams

Planning St Georges

planning.stgeorges@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Credits:
Newsletter layout by Steve Varman
Thanks to contributors: Dave Arnold, Raymond Spary, Nick Thripp,
Andy Richardson, Lesia Scholey, Tom Wingate, Mary Lee,
Mike Rothera, Carole Merritt, Freddie Finn, Derek Hill
Registered charity #1167053

Newsletter Comments - Did anything catch your eye in this newsletter, or would you like to make
a comment to the editor? Your feedback would be appreciated. Please let us know through
newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk
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