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WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY AND COUNCIL
MOVE AHEAD WITH TOWN CENTRE
REGENERATION PROJECT
Work has begun on identifying options
for a new town centre community hub
as part of the Weybridge Rebuild and
Advance Project (WRAP) initiated by the
Weybridge Society.
The Weybridge Society launched
WRAP in early 2018 to help guide the
rebuild of the health centre destroyed
by fire in 2017 and make sure that at
the same time authorities seized on the
opportunity to regenerate the town centre
as well as consolidate and upgrade
services.
With WRAP, the Society championed
a holistic approach to redeveloping
Weybridge, urging all local stakeholders
– Surrey County Council (which owns
and runs the library building), Elmbridge
Borough Council (which runs the
Churchfield car park and services at the
day centre) and the NHS (which decides
on the shape and fate of health services
provisioning) – to work together for a
better outcome for Weybridge residents
and the town, rather than pursue their
own piecemeal developments and
improvements. Early proposals by the
Society urged local authorities to think
along the lines of a ‘hub’ approach –
one site that provides several services,

rather than having services interspersed
throughout the town in different buildings.
Specifically, the idea was to house as
much as possible on the site of the old
hospital, GP practices and walk-in centre,
to create a vibrant and interactive place
for residents to seek various health and
social services.
In the latest news, the Weybridge
Day Centre (located behind Lloyds
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programme across North West Surrey in
an attempt to explain NHS-wide changes
and to generate detailed plans for the
new healthcare facility on the Weybridge
site. (See ‘Rethinking Out-of-Hospital
Services’, p. 17)
For its part, late last year Elmbridge
Borough Council (EBC) applied for a
£150,000 grant to generate proposals
for the consolidation of health facilities,
social care, library and other community
services along the lines summarised
above. The grant request was made to
One Public Estate, a national programme
launched in 2013 and jointly delivered by
the Government Property Unit within the
Cabinet Office and the Local Government
Association. One Public Estate supports
projects working together across central
and local government to use land and
property to boost economic growth,
unlock regeneration and create more
integrated public services. It encourages
public sector partners to share buildings,
transform services, reduce running costs
and release surplus and under-used
land for development – precisely what
the Society’s proposed WRAP can also
achieve, even as it focuses on the goal
of a successful rebuild of health services
and a better outcome for Weybridge.
News on whether the grant will be given
is anticipated in early 2019. Assuming
grant approval, work on proposals for
a hub could then start this spring, with
detailed proposals put out to public
consultation in mid-2019. The Society
welcomes and supports this initiative from
EBC and hopes the WRAP continues to
provide a platform for cooperation with
local authorities for this important, oncein-a-generation opportunity to redevelop
Weybridge and modernise the provision
of public services.

Bank) has now also been included in
the WRAP area and may be considered
for redevelopment in tandem with the
hospital site, library and Churchfields Car
Park. As Day Centre activities overlap
with and remain central to local health
and social care, they would benefit from
being co-located within the town’s main
health, library and social care facilities.
Initial indications show that a new hub
on the main health centre site could easily
accommodate library, health and social
care services which are now spread out
across three buildings. Assuming a space
equivalent of two full floors of the old
hospital as needed for medical facilities,
there would still be space within a new
building to house the library and day
centre, allowing those sites to become
available for alternative development and
capital generation.
At the end of August 2018, the Society
presented its outline plans to the North
West Surrey CCG and representatives
from NHS Properties, Elmbridge and
Surrey councils. The Society’s plans were
well received as it was widely agreed that
the concept of a single town hub with
several functions has many attractions.
However, a considerable amount of
work will be needed to scope solutions,
especially as three land owners (NHS,
Elmbridge and Surrey) are involved, each
with its own stringent fiscal constraints.
All three must also agree whether a single
community hub is viable both functionally
and financially.
A key driver in the considerations
for the site are the health care related
facilities which must be rehoused on
the old hospital site. Surrey Heartlands
Health and Care Partnership and NHS
Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs)
are currently in a wide engagement
2
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WEYBRIDGE CHARITY SEEKS TO SELL
CENTRAL ALLOTMENT LAND
OPPOSITION TO FIGHT THE SALE
EBC ratified trustees be current or past
councillors. It is understood that EBC
were not consulted and do not support
the Charity’s change in the constitution
regarding eligibility of the six EBC
appointed trustees.
In early 2019 EBC’s Appointments’
Board are to select three new trustees
(either current or past EBC councillors). It
will then be up to the new set of trustees to
determine whether to proceed with a
planning application, and whether the
recent constitutional change is reversed,
which would enable future trustees to be
selected from a broader range of
candidates.

The saga over the proposed sale of central
Weybridge allotment land continues, as
the Weybridge Charity has confirmed
it will seek to sell off a small portion of
land to fund its activities while many local
Weybridge residents and a majority of
allotment holders remain in opposition.
The issue is temporarily at a standoff, and no progress can be made on
any planning application before end
of January 2019, because three of the
Charity’s Elmbridge Borough Council
nominated trustee posts are currently
vacant. Prospective trustees will need to
go through a protracted selection process
before these posts can be filled.
The selection of trustees has been
central to the controversy, with a good deal
of confusion on the eligibility requirements
for trustees. In October 2018, when the
term of previous Chairman Graham Winton
expired, he was put forward by the Charity
Trustees for re-appointment by Elmbridge
Borough Council (EBC). Other residents
also applied for the position, only to be
informed by the Charity that only current
or past EBC councillors were eligible for
consideration. EBC took a different view
and asked the Charity to open up the
selection process to other candidates,
resulting in five non-councillors applying,
as well as three current or past councillors.
In early December, however, those five
non-councillor applicants were informed
by the Charity that their applications
were now ineligible, because the Charity
Commission had approved a change
in the constitution requiring that the six

Following the Weybridge Society’s
autumn newsletter, where the proposed
sale was first widely reported, the trustees
of the Charity publicly disclosed plans for
the sale and provided the Society with the
map shown here. The map shows the
proposed sale site and the houses to be
built outlined in red. This area, which
represents around 5% or about half an
3
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acre of the 9.3 acres of the total
Churchfields allotments, is already closely
bounded by residential development. The
Charity’s plan for the red outlined area,
known as the ‘Triangle’ by allotment
holders, is to build two pairs of semidetached houses for sale and a block of
six flats for the Charity to retain for letting.

‘Charity Trustees want to retain
Churchfields for allotments but see
this proposal as a one-off, essential
rebalancing between the needs of the
Charity to fulfil its object and a desire to
retain a very substantial and highly valued
allotment facility in the town,’ the Charity
Clerk, Howard Turner, wrote in a letter to
the Society. “Despite keeping rents very
low (just £48 is charged for a full 10 rod
plot), Churchfields is only cultivated to
80% of its potential and there is no real
waiting list for plots.”
Turner further argued that development
of the ‘Triangle’ will allow over £100k to be
invested in rejuvenating the remainder
of Churchfields to attract new tenants
and use the land far more effectively for
both the allotment tenants and wildlife
and ensure that it remains viable for the
foreseeable future.
‘Churchfields allotments are not public
land,’ Turner noted. ‘Only allotment tenants
have the right of access, and although they
may no longer provide the means by which
the local poor may provide food for their
families, they do provide a facility for a
healthy, leisure pursuit which the trustees
want to see perpetuated in the longer term.
It needs to be recognised though that rents
from the allotments only cover their costs.
They make no contribution toward funding
grant aid, which is the Charity’s objective.’
The Charity says that at present its aid
falls far short of what is needed to address
the needs of the community. Dearlove
told the Weybridge Society that there is a
business plan which supports the needs
for the additional funds, and this is based
upon information on the 800 families
currently receiving housing benefit and
requests received from organisations such
as the Citizens Advice Bureau and Adult
Social Care.

The Charity says that letting this area
would provide the £50,000 per year that
the Charity also claims it needs to fund
its activities sustainably. The Charity
further argues that this development
would provide an investment in property
that would appreciate with time, and that
the only land surrendered to a developer
would be that for the semi-detached
houses.
Glenn Dearlove, the interim Chairman,
told the Weybridge Society that the
proposals had been prepared using
professional advice from architects and
town planners, who helped generate
plans on how to use the land to meet the
charity’s financial objectives. He added
that there had been no discussions with
any developers.
In a reply to concerns raised that
this proposal for the ‘Triangle’ may be
the prelude to a plan for the wholesale
development of Churchfields, the Charity
said these worries are ‘totally unfounded.’
4
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Meanwhile, concerned Weybridge
residents who first gathered together in the
Curzon Residents Association and then
into the Friends of Churchfields (FoC)
action group, countered the Weybridge
Charity’s conclusion that the only way to
improve the situation is a sale of land.
Looking into Charity assets, the FoC
identified cost reductions and untapped
revenue generation opportunities.

To keep pace with this need and
increase its work with local voluntary
agencies, the Charity says it needs to
increase income by at least £50,000 per
annum. It further claims this sum is far
beyond the scope that any fundraising
efforts may consistently achieve, and that
in the last three years it has needed to
draw £44,000 from its capital investments
to fund a basic level of support. A review
of the Charity’s accounts shows some
20% increase in asset value from 2015 to
2017 but income over a four-year period
of around £100,000, which indicates the
Charity has focussed on capital growth
and not income.
Previous Chairman Graham Winton
noted that the charity holds investments
of circa £2 million and holds and manages
the freehold of the area of Churchfields,
which is let as allotment plots.
‘The original purpose of holding the
land for allotments was to enable the poor
to be able to sustain themselves,’ Winton
said. ‘This reason has vanished, and the
charity’s scheme now accepts that it can
be held and used for recreational use
as allotments. The charity pays for the
maintenance of the site, provision of the
toilet and water supply. The allotment
rents help to finance these costs but
contribute nothing towards the Charity
object of helping those in financial need in
the community.’
The management of the site is
challenging, Winton argued further, and
the use of the 220 or so plots vary in
effectiveness. Citing declining standards
and ‘a significant number’ of plot vacancies,
Winton said the Trustees needed to spend
significant amounts of money - ‘the sum
involved is in excess of £100,000’ – to
rectify these perceived shortcomings and
make improvements.

Significantly, the FoC also claims
that by comparison with other allotment
societies the Charity runs operations with
very high overhead costs. FoC members
have also voiced concerns that the
Charity’s targets for ‘needs’ in funding
have been set arbitrarily, helping to make
the case for land sale, and that without
detailed scrutiny, stated funding needs
could continue to rise in the future.
According to the FoC, the Charity has
not significantly engaged in fundraising or
promotion of the Charity in the community
and has missed opportunities to receive
bequests and promote allotment use. The
FoC has identified more than 15 strategies
for improving Churchfields amenities,
community access and social engagement
amongst plot holders and the wider
community. The Charity subsequently
confirmed to the Society that it has
received ‘helpful suggestions and these
are being considered.’
5
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Importantly, in autumn 2018, the
Weybridge Allotment
Holders
and
Gardeners Association (WAHGA), which
manages and represents the 200+
allotments holders and whose Chairman is
a co-opted Charity Trustee, held a vote on
whether members support the proposed
land sale. A large majority voted against
the sale and said the possibility of further
land sales was a big issue concerning
WAHGA members.

The Weybridge Society has yet to
determine its views on this proposed
sale and has scheduled to meet with
the Weybridge Charity pending the
appointment of the three new trustees.
The Weybridge Society would then like to
see a business plan generated by the new
body of trustees.
In general, the Society does believe
that Churchfields allotments provide an
important opportunity for those that have
little or no suitable space for growing
crops to cultivate fruit and vegetables
for personal use. The outdoor activity
provides great mental and physical health
benefits and is a key component of building
a community. Furthermore, the allotments
are part of the urban open space in the
centre of Weybridge that benefits every
single resident, whether allotment holder
or not. This key green space asset will
undoubtedly become even more important
as the population grows and ages and
as housing density increases. It is,
therefore, essential that the advantages,
disadvantages and alternatives are fully
evaluated before any decision on the
proposed sale is made.
At its most recent meeting on 3rd
December, the Weybridge Society’s
Planning Panel felt very strongly that
regardless of size of plot and various
extenuating circumstances – though such
details should be looked at closely and
on a case-by-case basis – green space
itself was valuable and should not be
disposed of lightly, especially due to the
potential for a ‘slippery slope’ in the future
and potential land grabbing for a variety
of given reasons. The members of the
panel agreed that ‘In principle we are very
concerned about the conversion of any
green space in central Weybridge.’

Furthermore, WAHGA members who
spoke to the Society did not support
Turner’s claim that ‘there is no real
waiting list for plots.’ The Society was
told that vacancies have been filled when
they become available, and during 2018
WAHGA implemented changes in publicity,
communications and organisation aimed
at making it easier for potential plot holders
to register an interest in participating and
allow for better monitoring of the condition
of the site and planning site improvements.
There is now a new website and new signs
have been put up to advertise WAHGA
contact details. Allotment holders are
also working to improve the accessibility
and appearance of the allotments
and to enhance biodiversity, reduce
environmental impact and increase further
their contribution to the community.

6
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LOCKE KING HOUSE DEVELOPMENT DEFEATED
These proposals represented a significant
increase in height and mass compared to
the existing building and attracted 12 public
objections, as well as (significantly) the
objections of the Elmbridge Borough
Council’s (EBC) Conservation Officer and
Listed Building Advisor. Their objections
too were primarily based on the size and
mass of the proposed building being too
large for the site and consequently having
a significant and adverse effect on the
street scene and conservation area.

Having acted repeatedly to save this critical
town centre site, the Weybridge Society
is pleased to report that its efforts and
those of the public have paid off – a highly
inappropriate redevelopment of the historic
Locke King House located on Balfour Road
has been defeated!
Planning Application 2017/1681 Locke
King House 2 Balfour Road envisioned
the demolition of the existing building and
replacement with a block of 10 luxury flats,
despite the fact that the site is located
within the conservation area and within
sight of listed buildings such as the Grade
II listed St James Church.
Originally opened in 1889 as a Cottage
Hospital funded by public subscription,
Locke King House remains a beautiful brick
Arts and Crafts style building even after
refurbishment and conversion to office
use. (see 100 Years of Health and photo
p. 23) Sitting well within its surroundings,
the building faces the old firehouse
(Nikki’s Café) and is flanked by offices like
Curchods which date to the Victorian and
Edwardian eras, with many beautiful period
homes further along on Devonshire Road.
Locke King House was itself also
identified as a Significant Unlisted Building
in the character appraisal carried out for
Weybridge’s conservation area, endorsed
in December 2006. Furthermore, in a
precedent setting case, an application in
2015 to replace the building with a block of
18 retirement flats had already been refused
based on size and inappropriateness for
the site.
In May 2017, however, Planning
Application 2017/1681 was submitted to
demolish the existing building and build a
block of flats in the same place, based on a
three-storey
Georgian-style
building.

Current view from south side of Church Street

The same view with proposed development

In early 2018 the applicant held
discussions with EBC Planning Officers
leading to an update in the proposed
design in June. The Listed Building Advisor
then considered that these changes
were sufficient for him to reverse his
prior objection, although this opinion was
not supported by the EBC Conservation
Officer who maintained her view that the
building was totally unsuitable for the
proposed site. Again, objections flew in
7
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contrary to the opinions of the Planning
Officer and the South Area Planning
Committee.
The reason for refusal was cited as
follows: “The proposal by virtue of its bulk
and mass, emphasised by the fact it would
be raised from ground level on a podium,
would be out of character and would harm
the street scene. The proposal would
therefore have an adverse impact on the
conservation area and not preserve its
character.”
In its report to the Planning Committee,
the Society included a graphic which
indicated the effect on the street scene that
the proposed development would have –
namely on number 56 Church Street when
viewed from St James (see photos).
The Society applauds the final
decision, as well as the determination of
the Planning Panel and local residents,
who fought for so long to preserve the
characteristics of the conservation area
and save one of Weybridge’s most historic
buildings. We detail this case to show how
much effort goes into shielding buildings
from destruction, and also how worthwhile
it is to act to influence Council decisions in
favour of Weybridge. Well done to all, and
the Society welcomes any current or new
members who wish to get more involved in
helping with such work!

from the public, with nearly 40 objections
registered, including that of the Weybridge
Society, which lodged a detailed six-page
report (see the Society website for the
letter’s full content).
Nonetheless and despite the outcry, in
early November 2018, the EBC Planning
Officer recommended granting the
application, basing his decision on the view
that the Listed Building Advisor carried
more weight than the EBC Conservation
Officer, the Weybridge Conservation Area
Advisory Committee and all the public
objectors put together. This view was
accepted by the South Area Planning
Committee on 5th November by a majority
vote, with only two Weybridge Councillors
voting against.
Thankfully, Cllrs Burley and Freeman
requested that the application be referred
to the (Full) Planning Committee for
determination, and on 27th November,
the Planning Committee discussed the
application in greater detail and considered
further objections – notably from a local
architect, a local town and environmental
professional planner and the Rector of
St James, all reinforcing the objections
previously made by the public and the
Society.
Luckily, the ensuing discussions at that
point resolved that permission be refused,

JOIN THE WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY
Founded more than 65 years ago, the Weybridge Society has always worked on behalf
of Weybridge. Today, as ever, the Society provides an opportunity for residents to keep
abreast of events and issues affecting our community. We welcome
new members, and membership can be individual at £8 annually or
joint (for two people at the same address) at £12. With our charity
status, your membership is a donation that goes even further to
promote the common good. The QR code alongside provides a link
directly to our website joining page. Full details can also be found at
www.weybridgesociety.org.uk
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PLANNING UPDATE
The following information is summarised
from the Weybridge Society’s Planning
Panel’s records and actions taken at
our regular meetings. Developments are
listed in order from the longest running
concerns to the most recent applications
to Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC).
We endeavour to make this update a
true representation of the panel’s opinion
and our actions and plans concerning
local developments. This list is up to date
at the time of writing, but for the latest
and most accurate changes to planning,
please consult EBC or our website at
weybridgesociety.org.uk,
where
you
can also check the planning update in
previous newsletters for more background
and history on individual cases.

2017/0196, 2017/0953 – Arbrook Farm,
Walton Lane. In this longstanding
development dispute, some fencing
around the area of the barn which
has been left standing needs to be
investigated. See also 2018/3154 Arbrook
Farm Gates and Wall below.
2017/1681 – Locke King House, 2
Balfour Road. See the detailed article
on page 7 for the full story on this town
centre planning application, which has
been defeated thanks to much effort on
the part of the Society!
2017/2086 and 2018/1557 – 17 High
Pine Close. The developer submitted
a new application following a refusal
by Elmbridge Council and the Planning
Inspector. Both applications are for a
detached two-storey house with rooms in
the roof space and detached garage in the
rear garden. The refusal of the Inspector
was based only on the access of cars,
pedestrians and service vehicles from
York Road using an existing footpath. The
developer’s response has been to move
the bins and slightly modify the access.
The Elmbridge Planning Officer refused
this application following 40 objections
to a development that still has no proper
access and currently proposes using
what is effectively a public footpath.

2016/1448. Monument View, Monument
Hill. The Society will continue to press
Surrey County Council for a solution to
dangers posed to pedestrians crossing
this junction of the top of Baker Street and
Monument Hill. The Society has objected
throughout the planning process to the
reduced lines of sight caused by the
boundary wall at this housing development
which replaced the old Grotto pub.

2017/2710 – 2017/2873 Warehouse, 47
Thames Street. In this ongoing case,
the important issue now is ensuring
that asbestos is removed safely. The
Weybridge Society continues to support
residents who are concerned about
the dangers from asbestos dust, as the
9
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for all residents, these virtually identical
two applications have now received 33
and 55 objections and we are awaiting
the officer’s report. This site, wedged
between Baker Street and the High
Street, houses the Weybridge Services
& Social Club, which currently occupies a
predominantly single storey building with
a small area of first floor accommodation
and about 12 parking spaces at the front.
In a shocking move that would
massively increase density (see next item
2016/2803 for the application previously
approved for this site), these two current
outline applications envision 22 dwellings
in a five-storey block of modern design
and materials, with only 16 parking
spaces to be provided. The proposed
density of 161 dwellings per hectare is
several times greater than anything else
in the town centre.
The Society is supporting the very
many residents and businesses that have
already objected to these applications.
The principal grounds for objection will
include height, mass, impact on existing
dwellings in Springfield Lane and
Monument Green, inadequate parking
causing parking stress elsewhere in and
around the town centre, a design wholly
out of character with the immediate area,
and a negative impact on the adjacent
conservation area.

method statements for its removal seem
to be problematic. Elmbridge Borough
Council has warned the developer that
he has run out of time on his present
permission. The Society expects a new
application.
2018/0083 and 2018/2206 – Wyevale
Garden Centre, and Whitely Village’s
60 alms houses & a 40-unit care
facility (2016/3471). These potential
developments are thought to have
implications for Seven Hills Road, as well
as being a precedent for development in
green belt. The first application is for six
detached five-bedroom houses, and the
second is for 12 semi-detached houses.
Both were refused by Officers, essentially
due to negative impact on green belt.
Equally and critically, the Planning
Inspector dismissed Whitely Village’s
application for 60 alms houses & a 40unit care facility (2016/3471) again citing
negative impact on green belt. These
Seven Hills cases were a very good
outcome, as the Society hopes it stems
the ‘slippery slope’ of developing all along
the Seven Hills Road.
Morrisons Monument Hill (replacement
tree). The tree was planted during the
very dry period and lost most of its leaves
but appears to be recovering. If it does
not survive, the Society will press for a
replacement, with consideration given to
request tree preservation orders (TPO)
on the group of trees planted outside
Morrisons.

2016/2803 Springfield Lane. A previous
application for this site was approved for
seven dwellings (a terrace of four twostorey houses, a terrace of three twostorey houses and a detached building
for two flats). The general consensus was
that this outline application had proper
regard for the predominantly two-storey
dwellings in Springfield Lane (Victorian
villas and mews cottages) and the two-

2018/0905 and 2018/0907 – 18
Springfield Lane. No progress has been
made by Elmbridge to bring this matter
to conclusion. In a hugely important
case for Weybridge’s town centre and
10
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was approved by Councillors, on the
recommendation of the Planning Officer,
despite significant objections from local
residents and the Society.

storey buildings on Monument Green.
The proposals also appeared to deal
sensitively with the adjacent Monument
Green conservation area and the various
“Listed” buildings and monuments. The
Society did not object to this original
application and stands by it as a better
development for the site than the one
submitted later.

2018/2147 – 41 Oatlands Chase and
land to the rear of 39 Oatlands Chase.
Permission for this proposal was rejected
by unanimous vote in early January, with
the Society and more than 50 others
objecting that it posed a major threat to the
Oatlands area. The proposal envisioned
the demolition of one house to build 11
new units: one detached house, a pair of
semi-detached houses, a terrace of three
two storey houses and a two-storey block
of five flats.
As the proposed build is located at the
junction of Oatlands Avenue and Oatlands
Chase, opposite Cleves School with its
student body of more than 700 children,
the Society worked hard to defeat this
proposal, supporting the many objections
indicating the application was a case of
overdevelopment
with
significant
overlooking and pedestrian safety and
parking problems in an area of severe
parking stress.

2018/0936 – Netherby Lodge. The
Weybridge Society lodged an objection
to this development of two three-storey
semi-detached houses following the
demolition of Netherby Lodge because
of the loss of an attractive building. A
decision was made by the planning officer
to grant the application.
2018/0200 – 167 Queens Road and land
west of 9 to 11 Hall Place Drive. Sixteen
objections have been lodged for this
development of seven residential units
plus garages. Previously the developer
had proposed 22 units (planning
application 2016/1644), which was met
with 40 objections, refused by the Council
and also dismissed by the Planning
Inspector on appeal in May 2017. The
Society notes that the development
of homes down a skinny lane, with no
access to waste vehicles or capacity for
turning or reversing, could be a problem,
as cited in the High Pine Close case (see
above). The Society has objected to this
access, and for the many reasons in the
earlier objection such as bulk, height and
massing. We are pleased to note that
the application has been refused by the
Planning Officer.

Consideration should now be given
to group tree preservation orders on the
lower bit of the Chase in the interests of
preserving local character, as a beautiful
canopy of old trees currently flanks the

2018/1347 – Albany Lodge, Westdene
Way. This application for two pairs of
semi-detached three storey houses
11
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sides of the road at this end. Unfortunately,
the developer at 41 Oatlands had already
chopped down two such trees in the
hopes of winning the application.

into town and should attempt to be
harmonious or at least attractive. Twelve
objections have been raised for this
development in the conservation area
and the Society and Conservation Area
Advisory Committee (CAAC) have also
objected.

2018/2252 Clive House, 12-18 Queens
Road. This development poses another
serious threat to Queens Road Village
and the town of Weybridge as a whole.
The Appeal was dismissed for the
previous application 2016/4126 on the
basis that the proposed scale and height
would have a harmful impact of the street
scene. This latest application – to replace
this office block with residential
accommodation – will have similar
implications.
This
Queen’s
Road
development has received 131 objections.
The Council Officer still has to complete
his report – and if it is to grant permission,
to bring the matter to the Councillors in
the area Committee for a decision.

2018/2649 – St Michaels, 31 Oatlands
Chase – Amended. The Society will need
to review changes to this application,
as should the 16 other objectors to
this proposal. The proposed terrace of
houses would be on Oatlands Chase,
next door to the Oatlands Chaser pub
and not far from Cleves school, an area of
highly congested traffic and a dangerous
junction where vision is often obstructed,
and parking is already dense at peak
morning and afternoon times.
2018/2893 – 11a Portmore Park Road.
This application is similar to previous
applications to convert a small property
into a large two-storey house that have
been refused and taken to appeal.
The Inspector has previously identified
significant harm with respect to the
character and appearance of the area
and dismissed the appeal. The Society
again objected to this application as an
overdevelopment and for similar reasons
to that of the Inspector. The building
stands on a bend of the road and if
developed could completely overshadow
a neighbour whose windows mostly face
the proposed build. The application was
initially recommended for permission by
the planning officer, but the Society is
pleased to report that it was refused by
the Councillors at the area Committee.

2018/2459 -- 47 High St. This application
is to redevelop the Thai restaurant
and its current building to a nearly
windowless block of terrible design in
order to accommodate five flats and the
restaurant/shop front. The Society notes
that this mass would be visible from the
conservation area and ought to have an
appearance that will enhance the street
scene. Moreover, as this site is located
opposite Waitrose as well as the bus
stop at the very end of the High Street,
this building forms part of the ‘gateway’

2018/2989 – Bridge House 41 - 45
High Street. This application needs to
12
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rebuilt, and now this application has been
made to apply to permit it. Our Planning
Panel will consider if these walls are
compatible with the Thames Policy Area.

be viewed on its merits, but the Society
also notes here the application for a
rebuild of the adjacent Thai restaurant
(see 2018/2459 -- 47 High St). While the
existing Bridge House is (in our opinion)
an ugly dominating block that could use
reconstruction, any future development
should take note of the fact that this site
is visible from the conservation area and
should have an appearance that will
enhance the street scene. Moreover,
as this site is located opposite Waitrose
at the very end of the High Street, this
building forms part of the ‘gateway’
into town and should attempt to be
harmonious or at least attractive. Eight
objections have already been lodged and
we will be adding our Society’s opinion.

2018/3193 – 70 Baker St + 5 Flats.
Five objections have been made and
a long-term decision is required for this
development. The problem with the
current situation is that this application
was only refused by the Inspector
because the applicant had not agreed
to pay towards affordable housing. If the
developer corrects this, the result is likely
that Weybridge will lose more parking to
accommodation in the town centre.
2018/3286 - GSK facility in St. George’s
Avenue. A commercial application for
additional car parking provision has
been submitted. This is a high value
employment site, and the Society is
considering in principle to agree to
anything that lessens on-street parking
stress in the area, so long as it has very
limited implications on the surrounding
area.

2018/3023 – Wessex South Road.
This application is for nine flats – after a
previous similar outline application had
been refused and dismissed on appeal.
This current application, however, used a
little known two stage procedure (under
the Town & Country Planning Act 2016),
in which consideration of the matter is
split in two. First a decision is made ‘in
principle’ (i.e. whether the site is suitable
for residential development), and later, a
subsequent application is made on the
remaining details of the development. This
application for “Permission in Principle”
(with no details as to how the build would
look or be managed) was granted despite
37 objections, including the Society’s.
We will obviously be following the next
submission very closely.

2018/3350 168-170 Oatlands Drive –
Revised Signage. The Planning Panel
is concerned about this application and
is considering that an objection is valid in
the public interest.

GOT THIS ISSUE FOR FREE?
ENJOY WHAT YOU SEE?
Then don’t make this issue your last join Weybridge Society now and keep
receiving this informative quarterly
delivered right to your door!

2018/3154 Arbrook Farm Gates and
Wall. Following permission given on
appeal for the gates, it had been noted
that the surrounding walls had been
13
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JOIN LOCAL CLEAN-UPS OF
PUBLIC SPACES IN 2019!
If you’re a nature enthusiast or care about the environment and our
area and you’d like to do something locally, make it a new year’s
resolution to join a dedicated team organised by the Walton-onThames Trading Alliance (WoTTa) for several of their public clean-Ups!
The following dates have been set for deep cleaning streets and green
spaces of litter and clearing the area around Cowey Sale of the highly
invasive Himalayan Balsam plant. No need to RSVP – just turn up on
the day, subject to favourable weather. Everyone is welcome!
•

Cowey Sale/The Broad Water clean-ups on
Sunday the 9th June, meeting at the far end of the
Walton Bridge car park at 9.45am finishing at 11am.

•

Ashley Park clean-up on Sunday
the 10th March, meeting in the car park next
to Walton Cricket Club at 9.45am finishing at
11am with free refreshments kindly provided by
McDonalds Restaurant.

•

Central Walton litter picks meeting in the High
Street outside the entrance to the Heart shopping
centre at 9.45am and finishing at 11am, with
free refreshments kindly provided by McDonalds
Restaurant on Sunday 7th July and 29th
September.

The Weybridge Society is also looking for someone to champion
environmental activism in our town, organising public clean-ups and
the like and working with WoTTa, so if you’re interested please contact
newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk and we’ll help you get started!

14

Weybridge Society Newsletter – Winter 2019

NHS MAKES CHANGES TO KEY SERVICES
The extended access service offers
more than just GP appointments. GP
video consultations, basic wound care
clinics, blood tests and First Contact
physiotherapy assessments are also part
of this initiative, as part of a broader shift
to modernise primary care. People can
simply book into all these new services by
contacting their practice in the usual way.
The extended access programme has
been rolled out across England to help
ensure everyone is able to access a GP
when they need to – particularly when an
urgent same-day appointment is needed
– without having to resort to urgent and
emergency care services. It also means
more people will be seen and treated
closer to home in their own community.

If you haven’t had to see a doctor lately,
you might not be aware of the massive
reforms the NHS is undertaking to improve
its services. Below is a quick list of a few of
the changes that impact our area:

Extra GP Appointments Across
North West Surrey

Thanks to a new ‘extended access’
initiative, it is now easier for people –
especially those working at full-time
jobs – to make an appointment with a
GP and access a greater number of
health services. More than 400 extra
appointments have been made available
each week at five locations across North
West Surrey:
• The Red Practice, Walton Health Centre
• The Bedser Hub, Woking Community
Hospital
• Chertsey Health Centre
• Sunbury Health Centre
• Studholme Medical Centre, Ashford

GP Video Consultations Go
Live with LIVI

As part of its modernisation drive, the
NHS is also adopting the latest digital
technologies, with patients in North West
Surrey now able to ‘see’ a GP using their
smartphone or tablet, without having to
make a trip to the doctor’s surgery.
Following the launch of the new
app, LIVI, those registered with a local
GP practice only need to download
the app in order to be able to book a
video appointment for a time that suits
them. The patient needs to give some
information on the condition or symptoms
they wish to discuss as the GPs review
the information prior to the appointment.
They then conduct a meeting by video
via the device’s camera. The GP can also
securely view key information from your
medical notes to help give you the right
advice and treatment.

With appointments from 6 pm to 9 pm
weekdays and 9 am until midday at
weekends, the NHS hopes to create many
more convenient appointment times for
many more people.
These clinics are run by the local GP
federation, North West Surrey Integrated
Care Services, which includes all 40 GP
practices in the area. If an appointment is
offered somewhere that is not the patient’s
usual practice, with the patient’s consent,
the attending GP will be able to access
the patient’s medical records, thereby
providing the GP with the most up-to-date
information so he or she can provide the
best possible care.
15
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health, mental health, social care and
community services – all in one place.
Three local hubs run by CSH Surrey
(a not-for-profit enterprise that administers
NHS community services in Surrey) are
already providing free care for older
people with frailty and multiple long-term
conditions who are registered with a local
GP. Based at Walton Hospital, Woking
Community Hospital and Ashford Hospital,
each serves a population of 120,000 local
people. Since it opened in December
2015, the Bedser Hub in Woking has
helped care for more than 4,000 local
people and received excellent feedback
from patients and carers.
The hubs provide a range of services
for older and frail patients, including
access to GPs, community matrons,
pharmacists, mental health services
and social services. The service aims to
ensure that patients are assisted in staying
well and independent at home rather than
having to be admitted to hospital.
The Weybridge Society is working to
bring such a hub to Weybridge as well,
as part of a bid to replace and advance
services after the reconstruction of the
town health centre and as the local aging
population is growing rapidly. For the
moment, however, the closest hub for
area residents is located in Walton.
If you are an older person with several
health problems or other issues which
impact your general health and wellbeing,
you may be referred to the locality hub in
your area. For example, if you suffer from
breathlessness, heart problems, memory
problems, unsteadiness or a tendency to
fall, you might benefit from the multiplicity
of treatments offered at a hub. Upon
being referred to your area hub, instead
having to go to several different places for
appointments with the range of health and

Since LIVI’s launch in October, the
app has received positive feedback from
patients and about 1,000 appointments
have been booked.
“It’s important to try innovative ways
to meet patient needs and support general
practice to work differently,” said Dr
Charlotte Canniff, GP and Chair of NHS
North West Surrey Clinical Commissioning
Group, the authority in charge of
implementing NHS reforms at the local
level. ‘Not all health problems are suitable
for diagnosis and treatment in a virtual
setting so we have also made it easier to
access face-to-face GP appointments as
well as embracing new technology. But
many people will like the convenience of
this app as it gives fast, safe access to
a GP without the need to travel. Remote
consultations can also contribute to
encouraging self-care, reduce the stress
of a face-to-face visit – which many people
find daunting, and reduce the spread of
infections.”
People do not have to pay for this
service or de-register from the local GP
practice in order to use it, as it is run in
partnership with the NHS.
Parents with young children can also
download the HANDi App (from Google
Play or Appstore), which was developed
to provide advice and support if their child
has symptoms of common childhood
illnesses. It is designed to give parents
confidence in dealing with minor conditions
themselves at home and advice on the
most appropriate place to seek support.

Locality Hubs Provide Support
for Elderly in the Community

With the launch of new ‘locality hubs’,
older people in North West Surrey are
benefiting from a new innovation designed
to give them access to a range of physical
16
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with the hub for life and able to access
the full range of services while still able
to access your GP in the usual way if
necessary. Please ask your GP, or other
healthcare professional who provides your
care, for more information about how to
access this service.

social care professionals that you may
need (like hospital specialists, podiatrists,
and social services), you will be able to see
them all in one place. You will be given a
single point of contact who will help arrange
your appointments at the hub and let you
know about local support services that can
help you remain independent. That might
be a meals service, a community alarm to
help keep you safe at home, or advice on
activities you can enjoy at local centres in
the community.
Free transport can be provided to and
from the hub if you need it, and while at
the hub you can relax and enjoy a coffee
with other patients in the community area.
There may also be social activities you
might choose to enjoy.
Once accepted you remain registered

“We would like to thank all
patients at the Weybridge Primary
Care Centre for your continued
support and send our best wishes
for a Happy New Year!
Rowan Tree Practice, Church Street Practice
and Central Surrey Health Treatment Room
Centre, 22 Church Street Weybridge

RETHINKING OUT-OF-HOSPITAL SERVICES IN
NORTH WEST SURREY
process of making big internal changes
nationwide due to changing needs in
health care. For some time, local health
and care services have been under
increasing pressure and not working as
well as they could or should, due to rising
demand from an ever-larger and aging
population, tighter budgets and difficulties
in recruiting staff. This has particularly
affected services outside of big hospitals,
like the Weybridge health centre that
burned down.

You may have seen an NHS program
called the Big Picture being advertised
locally, with several meetings held at the
Ship Hotel in Weybridge over the course
of 2018 and continuing this year. The
Big Picture is the NHS’s push to involve
the local population as the NHS tries to
reformulate out-of-hospital services, and
it’s important residents understand and
get involved at these early stages as
Weybridge looks ahead to a new health
services situation.

Why the Change?

What’s Being Done?

The catastrophic fire in July 2017 that
destroyed the local GP offices, walk-in
centre and other health services obviously
led to a temporary replacement solution
while new plans could be made. But at the
same time, the NHS was already in the

For the NHS, developing a plan for the
future involves detailed discussions with
the community and providers of health
and wellbeing services – a process that
is underway, thanks precisely to these
Big Picture meetings. The results of these
17
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works in tandem with other town centre
refurbishments that fall under the auspices
of Elmbridge Borough Council and Surrey
County Council.
‘This is a once in a lifetime opportunity
to get things right. We need to see the
town centre as one location with many
offerings from health to social to local
government services,’ said Dave Arnold,
Weybridge Society chairman. ‘It’s very
important we all work together in an open
and transparent way so that local views
are taken into account alongside the very
necessary internal shifts within the NHS in
how it tackles health care in the future.’
Major changes are already underfoot
within the NHS as it rethinks its approaches
nationally to a wide variety of schemes.
The out-of-hospital care sector alone
includes a broad range of services such as
GPs and other primary care services, NHS
111, walk-in services, community services
and many mental health services.

meetings will help determine which and
how many services will eventually go into
a new healthcare facility at the Weybridge
site.
‘We know many people are wondering
what new healthcare facilities will be
provided in Weybridge following the
devastating fire,’ said Dr Charlotte Canniff,
GP and Chair of NHS North West Surrey
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), the
authority in charge of planning and buying
healthcare services. ‘It makes sense for us
to look at the broader landscape of urgent
care services across North West Surrey to
see where we can make improvements.
Once we have clearer plans for this,
we will be better placed to get the right
services in Weybridge – making sure they
meet the needs of local people now and in
the future.’
Further down the line, consultations will
involve setting up a dedicated group with
local residents to consider services and
the design of the new building. Members of
the Weybridge Society with longstanding
ties to the health care community are
already on board with more professional
committee work, and the Society intends
to continue to play a big part in working
with the NHS on local plans.
Since September 2018 the local NHS
has been hosting events and discussions
across North West Surrey to hear what
residents think of out of hospital services
and how they should work in the future.
This feedback will be used to develop
more concrete proposals for urgent care
that will be shared in spring 2019.
Meanwhile, the Weybridge Society
has also been working up its own plan of
action through its Weybridge Rebuild and
Advance Project (WRAP), which aims to
work with the CCG and other authorities
to make sure the new healthcare facility

NHS 111

From April 2019, a sleeker, redesigned
NHS 111 service for Surrey will mean
it will be easier and faster for people to
get help from the most appropriate local
service. The redesign of the local 111
service used feedback from patients and
a wide range of healthcare professionals
to reduce the number of questions people
need to answer when they dial 111. It will
also be easier to get clinical advice and
appointments booked directly with other
healthcare services.

Urgent Treatment Centres

In November 2018 the current Urgent
Care Centre at St Peter’s Hospital became
a GP-led Urgent Treatment Centre (UTC).
These UTCs are being rolled out nationally,
in line with best practice, and St Peter’s
18
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tell us where it

HURTS
Neck and Shoulder pain
Lower Back pain
Sports Injuries & Rehab
Therapeutic Massage

Call us today on 01932 847 900

www.weybridgephysio.co.uk

way to bridge these gaps.
The first point of contact for anyone
requiring out-of-hours urgent care should
remain NHS 111 – which is able to book
appointments at the Urgent Treatment
Centre if required. The Centre is staffed
by GPs and experienced Emergency
Nurse Practitioners, who are equipped to
diagnose and deal with many of the most
common ailments that people usually take
to A&E. The UTC is expected to ease
pressure in A&E by ‘ring fencing’ staff in
the main A&E department to see and treat
the most serious cases.
‘This is a complex process to get right
and I’m grateful to Weybridge residents for
their ongoing patience and interest,’ said
Dr Canniff. ‘I hope they can continue to
work with us and help us to think through
the type of services that matter most and
which need to be easiest to access.”
To find out more visit:
www.nwsurreyccg.nhs.uk

Hospital was in the first wave of Trusts to
transition to this new model.
The UTC treats all minor illnesses
and injuries which are not life threatening
but require immediate care. There are
many benefits for patients including
longer opening hours (8am – 2am daily),
pre-booked, same day and walk-in
appointments, treatment for children of
all ages as well as adults, and access to
diagnostic and other specialist services
including mental health.
The UTC model aims to standardise a
confusing range of options for patients –
e.g. walk-in centres, urgent care centres,
minor injury units – and simplify the
system so patients know where to go and
understand which services are on offer and
where. There are significant differences
between the other existing local walkin facilities and the new specification
for UTCs, and local NHS authorities are
working with residents to consider the best

Weybridge & Walton Physiotherapy offer systematic & comprehensive assessment
and treatment for the underlying cause, not just treatment of the symptoms.
For expert advice on these and other problems...
Recognised by BUPA and all leading providers of Medical Insurance State Registered and Chartered Physiotherapists
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THE BIGGER PICTURE:
MAKING SENSE OF NEW NHS STRUCTURES
At the next level down from the
umbrella Surrey Heartlands group is each
of the CCG local areas, where so called
‘Integrated Care Partnerships’ (ICPs) are
being set up. In North West Surrey, the
partnership involves the CCG with all the
local health and care providers including
GPs, plus the four local Borough Councils
and probably some third sector and
voluntary bodies.
For many area residents, it will only
be in ‘primary care’ where changes are
first visible. This is part of a national
initiative to transform GP services, with
GPs in each CCG area encouraged to
‘federate.’ In our area we now have a new
organisation called NICS (North West
Surrey Integrated Care Services) which
comprises all the 40 local GP practices.
NICS’s first initiative is being the provider
of the Extended Access service where
more GP appointments are available in
the evenings and weekends. NICS is also
behind the new smart phone consultation
facility using the LIVI app, which was
launched in late October.
Progressively GP practices will be
working together in ‘networks or clusters’
covering 30,000 to 50,000 patients to
deliver improved primary care services,
all in conjunction with the other ICP
players. Therefore, in the future patients
might expect to be seen in more specialist
‘hub’ facilities typically for chronic
conditions but also possibly for urgent
care situations as well. These all feature
in the ‘Big Picture’ leaflets, as the NHS
tries to explain and engage with the public
about the broader system it is trying to put
into place.

You’ve now heard a lot about the ‘Big
Picture’ – a public campaign by the
NHS to reach out to local residents for
feedback on how it implements national
institutional reforms in our area. But did
you know that Northwest Surrey is also in
the vanguard of major change in the way
health and care services will be delivered
in the future, and part of a much bigger
picture of reform?
After Greater Manchester, the Surrey
Heartlands Health and Care Partnership
is the second devolved health and social
care system to be created and put in
place in England in which budgets and
responsibilities are now shared across all
parties. For Surrey residents this means
a coming-together of three NHS Clinical
Commissioning Groups (CCGs) and
Surrey County Council’s public health
and social care services, together with
the main hospitals and the mental health
and community service providers.
The main shift in this ‘Heartlands
approach’ is in thinking about health as a
‘system’ rather than a series of individual
organisations, and about affecting
collaboration rather than competition in
order to commission and provide services
more strategically. The goal of the overall
reform is to introduce new models of care
with more patient involvement, which
will ultimately deliver faster and better
outcomes. In NHS jargon this is called
having an ‘Integrated Care System,’ and
implementation of this process is still in its
early stages. It will take years to put into
practice all the ideas and levels of care
so that the system works as a whole as
envisioned.
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ADVERTISE WITH US!
Our quarterly newsletters reach out to thousands of Weybridge residents, with Society members
receiving issues delivered to their door. Extra copies are also left in the community to spread the
message, while our winter issue is distributed to 10,000 area homes. We offer competitive rates for
quarter, half and full page ads for local businesses and events, and take on select charity news for
free. Please get in touch with Andy Richardson:
treasurer@weybridgesociety.org.uk

PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATOR FOR WEYBRIDGE
St James Church Weybridge has
installed a public access defibrillator on
the outside wall of its church hall facing
Weybridge’s main car park, allowing
everyone in the community to give
immediate and lifesaving treatment to
cardiac arrest victims while waiting for
paramedics.

Medical research shows that the first
minutes after a patient has collapsed with
a cardiac arrest are crucial – every second
counts for the best chance of survival. A
defibrillator delivers an electric shock via
pads placed on the patient’s chest in order
to restart the heart. These devices are
becoming increasingly common in towns
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a flood light by the entrance door of the hall
making it easy to see. The box is locked
for security and to maintain the device
at the correct temperature. However, in
an emergency, dialling 999 enables the
ambulance service to advise of the code
required to open the box.
The defibrillator is simple to use and
a video on the machine talks the first
aider through every step of the process,
so anyone can feel confident that they
are using it correctly. As the device is
registered with the ambulance service, the
call handler can give advice over the phone
whilst the paramedics are on their way.
Check on the location of this defibrillator
next time you are in Weybridge car park to
be confident of its location in case you ever
need it!
St James Parochial Church Council
would like to thank Waitrose and The
Friends of Weybridge Hospital for their
support in this project.

and villages and often located in phone
boxes, sports clubs and supermarkets.
The new defibrillator can be accessed
24 hours a day and is light and portable
so it can be easily carried to the victim.
The large yellow box is positioned under

WEYBRIDGE DEMENTIA ACTION ALLIANCE
Are you looking for local help with a family
member or friend with dementia? Does your
business need training or support in dealing
with situations of dementia when they present
themselves?
Join the Weybridge Dementia Action
Alliance, which recently joined up with
Elmbridge Borough Council to encourage all
local businesses to support this initiative.
We know from experience that it’s key
that everyone in the community play their
part, and the Weybridge alliance is already
well supported by its founder members St.
James Church, Brooklands Museum and
Handelsbanken. But having a town that’s truly
‘Dementia Friendly’ means making everyone

aware of what to do in cases of dementia.
That’s why the borough and alliance offer
Dementia Friendly Awareness sessions –
our aim is to recruit as many businesses as
possible in Weybridge to the DAA. Interested
businesses need to be able to commit to
sending their staff on a one-hour training
session, which will then enable the business
to display the DAA logo in their window and
assure their customers and the public that this
is a location where disorientated or confused
persons and their carers will be able to get
help.
For more information or to join the
alliance, please contact Annabelle Yeomans
on: stjamesweybridgedaa@btinternet.com
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF LOCAL HEALTH
A Short History of Massive Improvements

year the Committee produced a report full of
information and statistics – something that
makes for fascinating reading, as it shows
that the main emphasis just a century ago
was on controlling contagious disease –
very different to what we worry about today!

Going back a century, there was no NHS,
and health services were provided by local
doctors and hospitals, either run by charities
and funded by donations, or by councils
under the old Poor Laws.
Weybridge had its Cottage Hospital
in Balfour Road – now Locke King House
(see photo) recently saved from demolition
with the Society’s help. At that old hospital
local residents could seek treatment,
while severely ill patients were sometimes
transferred farther away to Ottershaw to the
Chertsey Union Infirmary.
In those days, the District and County
Councils took responsibility for overseeing
health matters, and in Weybridge, it fell to
the Weybridge Urban District Council and
its Sanitary Committee to take charge. Each
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were examined.
The report states that one woman
developed a uterine infection after childbirth
and eventually died, leading the attending
midwife to be noted ‘incompetent and
illiterate’ and ultimately suspended from
practice.
Lesser diseases were rife, and in
December 1911 there was ‘an epidemic of
Mumps.’ When St James School re-opened
after Christmas holidays in January 1912, it
had a ‘closure notice’ served for one week.
Later St Charles’ School
was also closed because of
German Measles.
As progressive as some
measures
and
statistics
showed the times to be, the
1912 report also highlighted
many reforms that had not yet
come into being. In the report
on the ‘Housing of the Working
Classes,’ 150 properties were
inspected for overcrowding
and unsanitary conditions.
Many notices were served
for remedial work to be done
on properties where weekly
rents varied between 4 shillings for a onebedroom house to 8 shillings and 8 pence
for the largest group of three-bedroom
houses.
The Council also ran a ‘Public Bathing
Place’ on the Thames in Weybridge from
June to September. Bathing times for men
and women were segregated, and the report
provides details as follows: ‘The Bathing
Place was open on 118 days to men, and
the average number of Bathers per day was
28.66. It was open on 64 days to women,
and the average number of Bathers was
22.48.’ Perhaps a good statistic to take to
the local council about longer paddling pool
opening hours?

The 1912 report gives a snapshot of
life not that very long ago. The estimated
population of Weybridge at the time was
6,417, with 56 deaths in that year, of which
half were people over 65. There were 90
births registered, with four recorded as
illegitimate, and concern was expressed
that the birth rate was at a record low and on
a downward trend. In fact, the local Medical
Officer of Health in a separate report noted
gravely that “at the present rate of decrease
it [the birth rate] will in a few years vanish into
nothingness.” Interestingly
there was no explanation
as to why the people of
Weybridge might not be
procreating fast enough,
and luckily it didn’t turn out
to be true!
There
was
good
news on infant mortality
though, even then, as it
was decreasing with only
six deaths before the age
of one. ‘Zymotic disease’
death rates were also noted
as falling. These were
the main acute infectious
diseases from which there were no deaths
in that year and covering the major killers of
years before such as measles, scarlet fever,
diphtheria, whooping cough, typhoid and
diarrhoea.
The worst contagious diseases were
‘notifiable’ to the medical authorities, and
in 1912 three cases of scarlet fever were
recorded, along with five cases of pulmonary
tuberculosis, the latter being still very much
on the rise. As tuberculosis (or TB, for which
children are now vaccinated) can be caught
by humans from cows, all ‘cowkeepers’ in
the area had to be registered and their herds
inspected quarterly for the disease. Roughly
70 dairy cows spread over three local farms
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SURREY LIBRARIES SUPPORT
HEALTH AND WELLBEING
libraries across the county and include
reading recommendations to help people
manage and understand their health
issues along with contact details of
organisations which offer support and
information. Most of the books in the
leaflets can be borrowed from Surrey
Libraries and delivered to your local library
if necessary. Currently there are four
leaflets in the series: Reading Well for
Mental Health, Shelf Help, Dementia and
Reading Well for Long Term Conditions.

You may not think of libraries as a stop
on the road to better health (though try
coming in for a quiet read and see if it
doesn’t improve your mood and sense of
well-being!) but Surrey libraries really do
function as key players in providing many
health-related services to the public.
Especially when you might not know
where to turn or begin with a new health
related problem, your local library is an
excellent first port of call thanks to the
following well-supported programs:
• Books on Prescription is a national
scheme with leaflets containing various
reading lists of recommended books to
help people manage and understand
their health issues.
• Reminiscence Collection is a tailored
package of helpful materials for
anyone who is supporting a person
with dementia, memory impairment or
memory loss.
• Library Direct delivers books directly to
people who can’t get to a library due to
ill health, disability, mobility problems or
their own caring responsibilities.
• Open Ticket Adult is a library
membership category, for anyone over
18 with a short or long term medical
condition that affects their ability to
use the library, offering extended loan
periods and reduced charges.

Reading Well for Mental Health lists
books with good information and support
for managing common mental health
conditions or dealing with difficult feelings
and experiences. Some of the books
include personal stories from people living
with, or caring for someone with, mental
health needs.

Surrey Libraries is an active supporter of
the national Books on Prescription
scheme, co-ordinated by The Reading
Agency in partnership with health
professionals and librarians. The leaflets
in this scheme are available at local

Shelf Help contains a list of books for
young people dealing with mental health
issues or looking to better understand
them. The books cover issues such as
ADHD, anxiety, bullying, confidence and
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self-esteem, depression, body image and
eating, mood swings and anger, OCD,
stress and self-harm.

Dementia is aimed at those who have
recently been diagnosed with dementia
or who are caring for someone with
dementia and want to find out more about
the condition. The books listed here also
address the issue of living well after
diagnosis, offering practical advice and
personal stories as support.

This collection encompasses a wide variety
of materials, including books, games,
jigsaws, flashcards, music and sensory
items, designed to stimulate memories
and encourage conversation. Some
materials have been gathered together
into Themed Reminiscence Boxes, which
contain a selection of different items
on a specific theme such as Wartime,
Family Life and the Seaside. Find out
more about the Reminiscence Collection,
including how to borrow materials, at
www.surreycc.gov.uk/libraries
under
‘Libraries for Health & Wellbeing’
or contact the Library Information
service
at
libraries@surreycc.gov.uk
or on 01483 543599.
Finally – and perhaps among the most
important outreach programs for the sick
and homebound – Surrey Libraries and its
dedicated volunteers work exceptionally
hard to make sure library services can
reach and support every member of the
community. Surrey residents who are
unable to access their local library due to
ill health, disability, mobility problems or
caring responsibilities, can really depend
on the Library Direct service to remove
this barrier.

Reading Well for Long Term Conditions
includes general information about living
with a long-term health condition and
specific information on diabetes, stroke,
chronic pain and fatigue. The leaflet
also recommends books which would be
helpful for carers, friends and families
of people living with such long-term
conditions.
In addition, the Reminiscence
Collection is tailored to those supporting a
person with dementia, memory impairment
or memory loss, whether they are a friend,
family member or healthcare professional.

Individuals select their own library
books while dedicated volunteers deliver
them to their homes. As volunteers often
stop for a coffee and chat, and in many
cases form friendships with the people
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Settings service, delivering crates of books
to care homes and rehabilitation centres,
further helping cement community care.
For more information on Library
Direct please visit ‘Services for people
with disabilities’ at www.surreycc.gov.uk/
libraries or contact us at librarydirect@
surreycc.gov.uk or on 01483 543599.

they visit, this service has also become
a critical way of helping combat social
isolation, thereby assisting in local social
care outside the NHS.
Library Direct is free-of-charge and
offers participants extended loan periods
with no fines or overdue charges. Library
Direct volunteers also run the Community
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FREE ONLINE FAMILY GUIDE FOR SURREY PARENTS
Parents, carers and grandparents across Surrey can learn more about a child’s
behaviour with this set of new, free online guides launched by Children and Family
Health Surrey and Surrey County Council.
The guides normally cost £39, but Surrey families can register on our website at
https://childrenshealthsurrey.nhs.uk/services/free-online-guides-families for free
access through their computer, tablet or smartphone.
Written by qualified childcare, education and health experts, these guides offer
insight into baby and child behaviour, with added information for children with
special educational needs and disabilities. Choose from three guides:
• Understanding Pregnancy, Birth and Your Baby
• Understanding Your Baby
• Understanding Your Child 0-19 years.
Each guide contains between 9 and 11 modules, each taking about 20 minutes
to complete, as well as interactive activities, quizzes, video clips and practical
hand-outs.
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THE AMAZING DR ERIC GARDNER
Weybridge’s greatest polymath? Not your typical GP!
Founder and Honorary Curator of Weybridge Museum
GENERAL PRACTITIONER & SURGEON

INVENTOR OF THE CRASH HELMET

BROOKLANDS MEDICAL OFFICER

LOCAL COUNCILLOR & MAYOR

MAP COLLECTOR & EXPERT

FORENSIC PATHOLOGIST

ARCHAEOLOGIST

HOSPITAL GOVERNOR

FAMILY MAN

LOCAL HISTORIAN

SOLDIER

ROWER

Dr Eric Gardner 1877 - 1951

Hear Society member Steve McCarthy speak on the legacy of
one of Weybridge’s most illustrious residents!
Settling in Weybridge in 1906, Dr. Eric Gardner had a profound influence locally and
nationally in many areas of life, not least in his professional discipline of health and
medicine. You’ll be amazed by the range and depth of Gardner’s activities, so do come
along to this very informative talk, which will also provide many insights into life in
Weybridge in the early 20th century!

Thursday 7th February
St James’ Church Parish Centre
Doors open 7:30 pm for 8:00 pm start
Non-members charged small fee of £3
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THE WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY IS LOOKING FOR

ACTIVE VOLUNTEERS!

We do a lot, but we’d like to do more – can you help the Society
expand its work in 2019?
Beyond tracking planning developments, working on the all-important
rebuild of town centre public and health services (WRAP), plus the
many other projects and events we already do, the Society would
especially like to reach out in three areas:
• Youth projects – engaging young people to be
interested in Weybridge and public service (we’ve run a
local schools photo competition, any other ideas?)
• Environmental projects – making Weybridge beautiful
and clean (can you help organise public clean-ups?)
• Social media outreach – someone who can take on a
new social media role (help expand Facebook posts and
potentially get into Twitter and/or Instagram)

Our active volunteers – from planning panel to editor, treasurer and
other committee members – work as many or few hours as they
choose. Even the smallest efforts can produce big results, and we’ve
got experienced members on hand to help you get started!
Do you have the interest, experience and a bit of free time to lend a
hand? Are you keen to help in any of the areas mentioned or have
suggestions for other community projects? If so, please get in touch
with Lesia Scholey at newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk
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AGM APRIL 4th 2019
ALL WELCOME!
The Weybridge Society announces and welcomes all its members,
as well as interested members of the public, to its Annual General
Meeting, to be held on Thursday 4th April 2019 in the Large Hall
of St James’ Parish Church (parking in Churchfield Road car
park). Doors open at 7.30 pm for refreshments and mingling with
fellow members, with an 8.00 pm start to the meeting.
If last year’s AGM is anything to go by, this will be a lively and vocal
public gathering, with a fair representation of local councillors in
attendance as well. Be sure to arrive in time to get a seat and enjoy
wine and nibbles and an opportunity to chat with people who
are not only keenly interested in the welfare of Weybridge but are
also among the best informed and most active in the community!
The evening will include the Chairman’s report on the Society’s
activities and programs and the transaction of necessary
administrative business as mandated by our constitution. There
will be time for a broader discussion of developments that
crucially affect Weybridge, as the Chairman will provide detailed
information on the projects in which the Society is playing a key
role. Importantly, he will give an update on WRAP, the Weybridge
Rebuild and Advance Project, the Society’s plan to address
comprehensively the re-provision of NHS services within a newly
rebuilt health centre and the refurbishment of other buildings in the
town centre to form a cohesive hub.
Last year’s AGM minutes, this year’s agenda and the 2018 annual
accounts will be posted on the Society’s website before the
meeting, so everyone can become familiar with our activities and
finance in advance. See you there!

31

Weybridge Society Newsletter – Winter 2019

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & CHARITY TRUSTEES
Dave Arnold

Chairman & Transport

chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Fiona O’Driscoll

Secretary

secretary@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Andy Richardson

Treasurer

treasurer@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Trevor Lewis

Membership

membership@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Lesia Scholey

Newsletter editor

newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Anne Lindsay

Newsletter distribution

distribution@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Barry Judd

Liaison with local groups

liaison@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Richard Marshall

Footpaths

footpaths@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Raymond Spary

Chair Planning Panel

planning@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Steve McCarthy

Web Editor

webeditor@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Mervyn Greig

OTHER CONTACTS
Cay-Joachim Crasemann Planning Riverside

planning.riverside@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Tim Williams

Planning Oatlands

planning.oatlands@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Tim Williams

Planning St Georges

planning.stgeorges@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Credits:
Newsletter layout by Steve Varman
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Dave Arnold, Steve McCarthy, Lucy Ing, Richard Elliott,
Margot Walshe, Annabelle Yeomans
Registered charity #1167053

News Letter Comments - Did anything catch your eye in this newsletter, or would you like to
make a comment to the editor? Your feedback would be appreciated. Please let us know through
newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk
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