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SOCIETY LAUNCHES MAJOR TOWN CENTRE
UPGRADE INITIATIVE
In a bid to revitalise Weybridge’s town
centre and advance residents’ interests,
as well as play a role in the rebuild of NHS
buildings and re-provisioning of services
lost to fire in 2017, the Weybridge
Society has launched a major initiative:
the Weybridge Rebuild and Advance
Project (WRAP).
Announced at the Society’s April
Annual General Meeting, WRAP envisions
a lively 21st century town centre that
attracts residents, shoppers and visitors,
with medical services and other public
services like the library, housed within a
set of new or refurbished buildings that
form a real ‘community hub.’
‘It is the intent of the Weybridge
Society via the WRAP to champion at
these early stages all the possibilities for
rebuilding, repurposing and refurbishing
the two main town centre sites, such that
they work together coherently to attract
and revive town life for businesses,
shoppers and residents, bringing benefits
to all stakeholders involved, including
local governments and the NHS,’ said
Dave Arnold, Society Chairman. ‘The
WRAP committee plans to work through
all the concepts available and create
a proposal or set of proposals which it
hopes to present to the public at an open
town meeting at the end of October.’
In May, the WRAP steering committee
began its work, drawing up a list of
local services required for residents

and shoppers and studied the town
centre space (public buildings and car
parks variously owned by the NHS,
Elmbridge Borough and Surrey County
councils) that might be better utilised
and/or made available for development.
The
committee,
which
includes
representatives of the Society, local
churches, businesses and the media, as
well as former councillors and experts
on planning, also looked at income
generation and how such a town centre
might be financed and made sustainable.
‘What we want to avoid is piecemeal
development or upgrades by various
authorities
that
don’t
function
coherently,” said Dave. ‘There is not only
the need to rebuild the GP practices
and hospital facilities but to refurbish
the library, for example. But we need to
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think about how the town centre works as
a whole, so that services are maximised,
efficient and work for Weybridge. This is a
once in a lifetime opportunity – to revive
and advance how Weybridge lives and
works, how residents access health care
and other services and how they spend
money and their leisure time.’
The fire that devasted Weybridge
town centre in July 2017 razed to the
ground all of the town’s NHS medical
facilities, leaving a huge space ripe for
rebuilding and development. While
residents made clear at a public meeting
at St. James church last October that
they want not only their GP practices and
hospital services but also a return of the
‘Walk-In Centre,’ the NHS through its
Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) is
already moving ahead with a new concept
for ‘Urgent Treatment’ and ‘Urgent Care’
centres, one of which is now situated
at St. Peter’s hospital in Chertsey. One
possibility for the Weybridge rebuild
could be to replace its previous Walk-In
Centre with an Urgent Treatment Centre.

services that can be provided, along
with the provision of diagnostic facilities
(like X-ray), a full range of community
health services (like physiotherapy) and
the two GP practices – all of which were
available before the fire. Working closely
with the North West Surrey CCG, which
will ultimately determine the fate of all
the town’s medical services, will be a key
focus for WRAP.

WRAP’s proposals for the town
centre rebuild will be based not only on
already known local requirements and
constraints, but also on new possibilities
for advancing town centre life based on
research from other localities which have
implemented similar ideas and schemes
and created town hubs and community
centres that work well (like Addlestone,
Chester). The proposals will be firmly
based on feed-in from key decisionmakers like the NHS CCG, Elmbridge
Borough and Surrey County councils,
as well as feedback from the wider
community and general public, as the
Weybridge Society intends to win the
broadest support possible for a realistic
scheme that delivers in terms of services,
finances, architecture and community
spirit.
As the North West Surrey CCG is
already working to its own timetable and
this June begins its own consultation
process, the Society invites its members
and the general public to get in touch
with their views as soon as possible.

Moreover, with an ageing population
and prime town centre space available, it
could be argued that one of the CCG’s
new Locality Hubs for integrated services
should also be provided right in the
heart of Weybridge, easily accessible
especially for elderly residents. These
are just some of the possibilities for a
range of solutions and the myriad of
2
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NHS ISSUES PUBLIC STATEMENT
ON WEYBRIDGE SITE
Weybridge Site Update
June 2018

What is happening with the walk-in
centre in Weybridge?
The walk-in centre was located in the
same building as a wide range of GP and
community services. Since the devastating
fire in July 2017, we have managed to
ensure the continuation of primary care
services by getting the existing two GP
practices back on the site along with a
range of community clinics provided by
CSH Surrey e.g. phlebotomy clinics.
It has not been possible to provide
the facilities required for a walk-in centre
to operate fully. The nearest alternative
urgent care centre is a few miles away from
Weybridge at St. Peter’s Hospital (next to
the A&E department). We appreciate this
is not preferable for people who used
and valued the previous walk-in centre in
Weybridge.
The local NHS has committed to redeveloping and maintaining local health
services on the Weybridge site and we
are currently considering options for their
future composition. We fully intend to
involve members of the local community
with development of these options and
details regarding ways to get involved will
be shared soon.

centre. Finally, there was a need to prioritise
those services used most regularly by the
local community, these being the GP
services and community clinics.
Is the local NHS going to sell the site?
No. We recognise the value of having
services provided locally to the people of
Weybridge and as such we are committed
to delivering comprehensive health and
care services at this location. Our longterm aim and commitment is to extend
these services on this site.
NHS policy is clear that we only sell
sites that are surplus to requirement.
There are therefore no plans at present to
sell the site of the old Weybridge hospital.
Will there be another walk-in centre in
Weybridge?
The NHS across England has received a
national directive to expand and improve
all previous forms of community based
urgent care (Walk-in-Centres, Minor Injury
Units etc.) to become Urgent Treatment
Centres. All of these centres across the
country will have a standard service
offering that will include:
• access to urgent care appointments
with highly trained practitioners,
under GP leadership
• diagnostics such as X-ray and basic
blood testing
• convenient access to appointments
bookable directly online or through
NHS111, which will reduce waiting
times for patients
As a result of this directive and prior to the

Is it possible to have a temporary walkin centre for Weybridge?
A walk-in centre requires certain
infrastructure that cannot be provided in
temporary buildings e.g. X-ray facilities.
There were also restrictions on space
that meant it would not be possible to
accommodate all elements of a walk-in
3
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fire, the CCG was already planning how
this type of care would be best provided
for patients across North West Surrey as
part of the overall provision of urgent and
emergency care.
We will be entering into a formal public
consultation to agree the design, location
and deployment of these key services
and we hope the public will help us by
taking part and sharing their views on the
different options.
We want to work with the local
community and we are committed to
making sure local people get the right
kind of local services.

These forums discuss local health
matters. North West Surrey CCG
has a PPG Chairpersons’ group that
meets regularly.
• We have a Patient and Public
Engagement Forum (PPEF) which
brings together patients and local
health interest groups in North West
Surrey on a regular basis to develop
our engagement plans.
• We are establishing a specific Patient
Reference Group to focus on this
programme of work
How will the rebuild be financed?
NHS Property Services are responsible for
funding any re-build. Money has not been
taken from local health service provision
for building works.

Are there any plans to involve patients
in discussions about what will happen
to these services in the future?
Yes, the CCG is finalising its plans to involve
patients and the public in discussions. We
plan to hold a public consultation on where
urgent treatment centres would be best
located across North West Surrey to meet
the urgent and emergency health needs
of our patients. We are aiming to start this
consultation in September, to run for a 12week period through to December 2018.
There will be multiple opportunities
to get involved with the consultation, to
join the conversation about urgent and
emergency care provision and to let us
know your views on the different options.
Once we have reached a decision
regarding the provision of urgent
treatment centres in North West Surrey,
following the public consultation, we will
have a better idea of the full range of
services to be developed and built on the
Weybridge site.
As well as these plans for the public
consultation, you can already get involved
with future health service planning in a
number of ways:
• Many of our GP practices have
patient participation groups (PPGs),
including Weybridge GP practices.

What we had before worked really well.
We know there are funding pressures in
the NHS so are you looking to reduce
those services because of that?
No. As a CCG we are of course obliged to
meet our financial obligations but equally
important are quality of care, patient
experience and clinical safety.
That means having the best patient
outcomes, meeting the latest standards
for clinical safety, providing a good
experience for the patients who rely on
them and services that are easy to access
when needed.
We need to make sure we have the
right mix of local health services, that’s
why we will be consulting people locally
and across North West Surrey.
We have a petition signed by almost
3,000 local people to keep the same
health services here, what do you say
to those people?
Our
planned
engagement
and
consultation will allow everyone to join the
conversation about our suggestions across
North West Surrey and let us know their
4
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thoughts. Where we can we will contact
the people who signed the petition and
send everyone a consultation document.
We hope the local community will
participate in the varied events and
activities that we are planning to take
place during the public consultation and
let us know their views.

services on the site and out of hospital
care in general will be published regularly
on our website www.nwsurreyccg.nhs.uk/
weybridgehospital and shared directly
with stakeholders who have confirmed
that they wish to receive this information.
If you would like to receive updates on
these plans from the CCG, please contact
us using any of the following methods:

Are there any updates on the cause of
the fire?
Following the fire at Weybridge
Hospital, NHS Property Services (NHSPS)
commissioned an investigation into
the cause and extent of the fire. You
can request a copy of the report from
NHSPS at the following email address:
c u s t o m e r. s e r v i c e @ p ro p e r t y. n h s . u k
Updates on the CCG’s plans to engage
and consult patients and the public
regarding the rebuilding of health care

Email:

nwsccg.comms@nhs.net

Post:

North West Surrey CCG
58 Church Street
Weybridge
Surrey
KT13 8DP

Tel:

01372 232400

SMS:

07880 091328

ACCIDENT HAZARD ON BAKER STREET
AS OMBUDSMAN REJECTS SOCIETY COMPLAINT
Despite an increase in the risk of
a serious accident at the top of Baker
Street, where the boundary wall of a
new block of flats on the old Grotto Pub
site obscures the view of pedestrians to
oncoming cars and vice versa, the Local
Government Ombudsman (LGO) has
rejected the Society’s formal complaints
on this issue.
The Society has long argued for this
matter to be investigated and action
to be taken as this junction poses a
significant double hazard for drivers and
pedestrians. Cars often make the turn
from Monument Hill onto Baker Street
at high speed and have no clear view
of pedestrians who might be crossing
further down, while pedestrians likewise
cannot see cars coming around the
corner because the boundary wall of

the housing development obscures
sightlines.
Following complaints by Society
members and the general public of
the risk posed by the development
of 11 flats and surrounding boundary
wall, the Society first took action
during the planning application stage.
During the determination phases of the
four separate planning applications,
the Society made representations to
Elmbridge concerning the significant
reduction in pedestrian sightline.
Elmbridge dismissed these concerns
at the time because Surrey Highways,
the statutory authority, had not formally
identified it as a problem.
Having witnessed both borough and
county authorities allowing this hazard
to pass, the Society pressed further with
5
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a formal complaint to Elmbridge stating
that it had failed in its duty of care to
highway users. This challenge was
rejected again, with the borough stating
that due process had been followed.
The Society fought once more,
taking a formal complaint to the Local
Government
Ombudsman
(LGO).
But the LGO has now declined to
investigate, stating there was no
evidence that Elmbridge had not
considered pedestrian safety, and that
in any case the LGO could not challenge
the professional opinion of officers.

to Baker Street. In effect, this would
entail changing the junction from a fast,
easy bend to a harder corner, forcing
vehicles to slow down significantly
before turning. This cost now falls
onto local government as it must make
this junction safe within the normally
accepted guidelines.
These points have been made to
Weybridge Surrey Councillor Tim Oliver,
who has agreed to look into the matter
and hopefully task Surrey Highways with
determining the best course of action. A
scheme should be proposed to correct
the loss of pedestrian sightlines, and
if necessary, this proposal could utilise
CIL funding to put the situation right.

JOIN THE WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY

Founded more than fifty years
ago, the Weybridge Society has
recently become a registered UK
charity. As ever the Society
provides an opportunity for
residents to keep abreast of
events and issues affecting our
community, and with charity status
your donations go even further.
We welcome new members and
membership can be either
individual at £8 annually or joint
(for two people at the same
address) at £12. The QR code
alongside
provides a link
directly to the
joining page.
Full details can
also be found
on our website:
weybridgesociety.org.uk

The Society feels strongly that the
‘process’ in this case has failed, as
due process may have been followed
but simultaneously it has allowed
pedestrian safety at this busy junction
to be compromised. Moreover, it is
deeply worrying that in cases like this, in
which increased safety risks have been
identified, the LGO cannot challenge
the professionalism of local authorities.
The
Society
maintains
that
Elmbridge, as Planning Authority, relied
solely on the advice of Surrey Highways,
as its statutory authority, to determine
highway safety risks and did not assess
the specific risk as raised by the Society
and the public. A simple solution would
have been to grant planning permission
with a 1m maximum restriction on the
height of the boundary wall.
One solution that now remains
would be to “square off” the entrance
6
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PLANNING UPDATE
The following information is summarised
from the Weybridge Society’s Planning
Panel’s records and actions taken at our
regular meetings. Developments are
listed in order from the longest running
concerns to the most recent applications
to Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC). We
endeavour to make this update a true
representation of the panel’s opinion and
our actions and plans concerning local
developments. This list is up to date at
the time of writing, but for the latest
and most accurate changes to planning,
please consult EBC or our website at
weybridgesociety.org.uk

The new redesign that is in consideration
now makes some concessions – juliette
balconies instead of whole balconies,
a different angle of pitched roof and a
reduction of flats. However, at this stage,
the number of flats has gone down only
from 30 to 29, and it is questionable
whether enough alterations in design have
been made to address the Inspector’s
concerns about the mass and scale of this
development.
2017/1176 – Salisbury House, 20 Queens
Road, Weybridge.

2016/4126 – Clive House, Queens Road.

The application to extend this locally listed
office building (right next door to Clive
House) over most of the current parking
area was refused by Elmbridge Council
on the grounds that the loss of onsite
parking spaces would create unacceptable
parking stress in the local area and would
therefore be detrimental to local residents’
amenity. An appeal seems unlikely but
the developer has contacted the TRG to
discuss a redesign which would maintain
the current number of parking places. The
Society has been made aware that the
proposed redesign still maintains the same
footprint but makes changes to the look of
the building at the back and sides which
face onto York Road.

The applicant is now considering a
redesign of the development, having seen
his appeal dismissed on the following
grounds:
1. The proposed scale and height would
have a harmful impact on the street
scene, an argument put forward by
the Weybridge Society and the local
residents’ association the Triangle
Residents Group (TRG).
2. The proposal would “swallow up” the
views and “enjoyment” of Salisbury
House a locally listed building.
This important ruling by the Planning
Inspector was a step for maintaining the
environment of the Queens Road Village
and a clear distinction between this village
centre and the rest of Weybridge.

2017/0953
Lane Gates
Area used
new bridge.
7
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as an ongoing saga in several previous
newsletters, cover the retention of a sliding
entrance gate, brickwork flanking walls and
rising bollards as well as the area (originally
agricultural land) used by Costains during
the construction of the new Walton Bridge.
These applications were refused by
Elmbridge Council and taken to appeal in
October. The outcome of the appeal was
that only the flanking walls and the fences
need to be removed.

The original application was for a
detached house at the rear of 17 High Pine
Close, with access for cars, pedestrians
and service vehicles from York Road using
an existing footpath. Sixty objections
were lodged based on numerous factors:
poor access (it is not clear who owns the
access path from York Road which is used
by local residents); effect on neighbours’
amenity in terms of separation of buildings
and reduction in natural light; and the site
being too small for the proposed building.
The proposed development was also seen
as contrary to the established character
of the road and footpath (currently large
houses spaced with substantial gaps.)
The Society supported residents’
views and that application was refused in
early September, with an appeal lodged
in late November using the Written
representations procedure. A large
number of residents wrote letters to the
Inspector, who then determined that the
main reason to reject the appeal was that
waste vehicles could not access the bins
or complete a reverse manoeuvre on the
site. The developer’s response has been to
move the bins forward to the front of the
property, and hence the new application.
The Society will now consider its response
to the new application.

2017/1681 – Locke King House, 2 Balfour
Road. The applicant has revised the
application, and the Weybridge Society
makes this initial comment: This revised
application includes the demolition of
Locke King House, located at a busy
central junction in Weybridge, and a
plan to replace it with a building of four
floors comprising ten flats, basement
parking and landscaping. More than a
dozen objections, including that of the
Society, were received with respect to this
proposed development. The objections
highlight that the proposed design – due
to its scale, bulk and mass – is inconsistent
with the local street scene, detrimental
to the Conservation Area and would not
enhance the character of the area. The
tenor of these objections is in-line with the
view of the Elmbridge Borough Council
(EBC) Planning Conservation officer, who
advises that no substantial public benefits
have been identified which outweigh the
harm to the Conservation area. The Society
supports these views, and details of further
Society action on this revised application
will be reported in the next newsletter
(autumn issue).

2017/2710 – 2017/2873 Warehouse, 47
Thames Street. In this ongoing case, the
important matter now is to ensure that
asbestos is removed safely. The Weybridge
Society continues to support residents who
are concerned about the dangers from
asbestos dust, as the method statements
for its removal seem to be problematic.
However, Elmbridge Borough Council
has taken a hands-off view, most recently
writing to residents to say that despite the
fact that a statement of methodology was
not submitted by the developer before
works began, subsequent inspections by
independent contractors found nothing

2017/2086 and 2018/1557 – 17 High
Pine Close. A new application was put in
to supercede the previous application of
2017 for a detached two-storey house with
rooms in the roof space and detached
garage in the rear garden.
8
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wrong. The matter now lies with the Health
and Safety Executive (HSE), the EBC said,
because the HSE is the enforcing authority
for construction works. Any further
complaints by residents should be referred
to the Ombsudsman, the EBC added. The
Society is considering what further action it
can take to improve the situation.

While the Society supported this
change of use to the property, concerns
remain that the impact of the car parking
requirement generated by cinema patrons
has been significantly underestimated. The
proposals calculate that five additional
car parking spaces would be required, i.e.
that around 10% of cinema goers would
travel by car, with the rest arriving and
leaving by other means. This does not
pass “a test of reasonableness,” and the
Society has made its views known to EBC.
If commercially successful cinema patrons
were to generate a significant additional
demand on space in Churchfield Car Park
(also owned and run by EBC), this could
create significant parking stress in central
Weybridge.

2017/3870 – Weybridge Hall, Church
Street.

2018/0038 –
Development.

34

Queens

Road

This application comprises 59 new
retirement apartments with associated
parking and landscaping and new accesses
from St Georges Avenue and Queens Road
following the demolition of the existing
buildings on the site. The Society has
submitted an objection to this McCarthy &
Stone application, which would require the
demolition of five existing buildings. The
frontage of the site on St George’s Avenue
would be 130 meters, by comparison with
the Austin Place in Oatlands Drive, which
is around 120 meters. To date there are 12
objections based on over development,
height and mass, lack of car parking spaces
and unacceptable increase in the levels of

Permission has been granted for this
application, covering the refurbishment
of the town’s hall to provide a two-screen
cinema (105 seats total) and five flats in
the storeys above. The refurbishment
will maintain the existing external design
though items such as windows will be
replaced, with no overall change to the
street scene. Despite efforts to get more
details and a time-scale for this project, the
Society has obtained no new information
from the site owner and developer,
Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC). The
Council has started work, but we only
believe with regards to asbestos removal.
9
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traffic in an already congested area. The
Society objected to a long facade being
out of character with the houses opposite,
inadequate parking provision on the heavily
used B372 road, and to the overlooking of
the listed cottage at number 32.

Weybridge Services & Social Club,
occupying a predominantly single storey
building with a small area of first floor
accommodation and about 12 parking
spaces to the front.
A previous application (2016/2803)
was approved in April 2017 for seven
dwellings (a terrace of four two-storey
houses, a terrace of three two-storey
houses and a detached building for two
flats). The general consensus was that
this outline application had regard to the
predominantly two-storey dwellings in
Springfield Lane (Victorian villas and mews
cottages) and the two-storey buildings
on Monument Green. The proposals also
appeared to deal sensitively with the
adjacent Monument Green Conservation
Area and the various “Listed” buildings
and monuments.
The current outline applications are
for 22 dwellings in a five-storey block of
modern design and materials. Only 16
parking spaces are to be provided. The
proposed density of 161 dwellings per
hectare is several times greater than
anything else in the town centre.
The Society will be supporting the very
many residents and businesses that have
already objected to these applications. The
principal grounds for objection will include
height, mass, impact on existing dwellings
in Springfield Lane and Monument Green,
inadequate parking causing parking stress
elsewhere in and around the town centre,
a design wholly out of character with the
immediate area, and a negative impact on
the adjacent Conservation Area.

2018/0083 – Wyevale Garden Centre.
This project has enormous implications
for Seven Hills Road as well as being a
precedent for development in Green
Belt. Five objections, including that of the
Society, have been received with respect to
this outline application, which includes the
demolition of the garden centre and the
redevelopment of the site to six detached
five-bedroom houses.
The Society submitted its objection to
the application due to its harm to the Green
Belt, loss of both general and specialist
retail outlets, loss of employment, lack
of sustainability, inappropriate scale and
massing and loss of amenity. Plans were
slightly amended on the 28th February
2018. The significance of this application
remains for the future of a number of other
sites in Seven Hills Road.
Morrisons Monument Hill (replacement
tree) Some time ago the Elmbridge
compliance officer confirmed that a
replacement tree was available and would
be planted when the conditions were
suitable. The Society wrote a reminder
letter and recently received the reply that
the matter is in hand and will be followed
up soon. It should be noted that an entire
planting season (November to March) has
been missed in replanting this tree, and
adding to the delay, the tree has missed
an entire growing season. EBC has assured
the Society that if the tree is planted out of
season it will be given a special watering
regime at extra cost.

2018/1027 – St. Michaels, 31 Oatlands
Chase. The application for eight two-storey
houses following the demolition of garages
was recently withdrawn. The Society
investigated this matter and found that this
was due to a great deal of concern locally,
which resulted in numerous complaints by
neighbours and a site meeting by a case

2018/0905 and 2018/0907 – 18
Springfield Lane. This is currently the
10
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2018/0200 – 167 Queens Road and
land west of 9 &11 Hall Place Drive. Few
objections have been lodged so far for this
development of seven residential units
plus garages, even as the commenting
time for this application nears its close at
the end of June as this newsletter goes
to press. Previously the developer had
proposed 22 units (planning application
2016/1644), which was met with 40
objections, refused by the Council and
also dismissed by the Planning Inspector
on appeal in May 2017. The Society
notes that the development of homes
down a skinny lane, with no access to
waste vehicles or capacity for turning or
reversing, could be a problem, as citied
in the High Pine Close case. The Society
will be objecting, as many of the reasons
for the original objection remain, such as
bulk, height and massing.

officer. However, it is thought that a revised
application is likely to be submitted.
2018/0936 – Netherby Lodge. The
Weybridge Society lodged an objection
to this development of two three-storey
semidetached houses following the
demolition of Netherby Lodge because
of the loss of an attractive building. A
decision is pending.
2018/0865 - Grosvenor Lodge, 155
Oatlands Drive. Not normally taking on
modest domestic extension cases like
this, the Weybridge Society nonetheless
decided to help a distressed elderly
resident whose prize garden would be
changed (major defenestration) and
overlooked by a neighbour’s single storey
side extension. This case should have been
decided by now but is still pending.

BROOKLANDSRADIO
ONLINE

The Sound of Surrey

Family run shop on
Weybridge High Street

We’re your LOCAL internet station
Supporting LOCAL businesses and LOCAL events

GIVE YOUR BUSINESS A BOOST

Serving the local community
for over 40 years

ADVERTISE WITH US

For just £150
we create your ad and broadcast it
8 times a day for 3 months

Newly refurbished in 2016

We give LOCAL communities a voice
Plus great music, chat and interviews!

Come see our wide range of
sports wear and gear

Listen live now on www.brooklandsradio.co.uk

Twitter @brooklandsradio
Facebook BrooklandsRadio

Huge selection of
footwear and accessories

Download our free app from
Google Play or the App Store

Essential equipment for
school sports

Contact Alex at sales@brooklandsradio.co.uk
Tel: 01932 855 633
2nd Floor, Weybridge Library, Church Street, Weybridge KT13 8DE
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LONDON SURREY CYCLE RACE
Come out and Support
Weybridge’s Big Annual Event!

and providing music and compere for
the whole day, while local businesses and
artisans man stalls at Monument Green
It’s that time of year again! Each late July for what turns into a town market and fete.
thousands of cyclists descend on a 100This year’s local riders include Tom
mile route from London through Surrey Eastwood, one of the owners of Weybridge
and back in the Prudential RideLondon- Sports, the equipment and clothing shop
Surrey 100, bringing cycling mania on Weybridge High Street; Jill Bennett,
and festivities right to the centre of a Brooklands Radio presenter; and Alan
Weybridge.
Palmer,
Councillor
A
legacy
of
for Walton Central at
the 2012 Olympic
Elmbridge
Borough
Games, RideLondon
Council and head of
Surrey is part of the
Wa l t o n - o n - T h a m e s
larger
Prudential
Trading
Alliance
RideLondon event, a
(WOTTA), a business
world class festival of
action group (similar
cycling now in its sixth
to the Weybridge
year, taking place on
Town Business Group)
the weekend of 28-29
working to revive the
July. Prudential Ride
Heart and Walton
London-Surrey
100
Town Centre.
takes place on 29 July.
“You can’t imagine
Residents
might
how important that
cheer or groan at the
effect is, being spurred
prospect of closed
on by local people
roads and thousands
who know you,” says
of bikes racing through
Alan, who is riding for
early on a Sunday
Guide Dogs for blind
Print by Eliza Southwood
morning, but without
and partially sighted
at Artwork Framers & Gallery, Weybridge
a doubt Weybridge
people (see Cyclist
has put itself on the map in recent years Profile: Alan Palmer). “I hope everyone
with its show of support. The town is comes out and supports this great local
also intricately linked with the event (see event.”
Cyclist Profile: Jill Bennett) and all of the
“It’s great having an atmosphere in
intrepid amateur cyclists taking part ride town as you ride through,” agrees Tom,
to raise money for good causes. Among who first rode the 100-mile route in 2015.
them are many local residents doing it “Back then there wasn’t much happening,
for designated local charities – reason but in the last few years a lot of people
enough to get out of bed and join in the have got involved in Weybridge with the
fun!
market and coming to cheer us on, and it
As ever Weybridge’s own Brooklands really helps.”
Radio (BR), a Surrey-focused internet
Riders hit Weybridge around the 33station housed in the town library building, mile mark, or a third of the way through,
will be taking the lead, setting up early at which point they still have the really
12
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gruelling section at the two-third mark
to look forward to: Box Hill and Leith Hill.
While professionals come through town
in early afternoon as part of their race,
amateur cyclists raising money for various
charities are up early in London to start
their race at 5:45 am. The quicker amateur
cyclists can come through Weybridge as
early as 8 am, though the bulk of riders
will hit the town around 10-11 am. For
spectators it’s an event perfect for early
birds and fans of freshly baked goods and
steaming coffee!
“It’s a good chance for spectators to
come out and get breakfast at the outdoor
market and watch the amateurs come
through,” Tom says. “You’ll see cyclists
of all sizes and shapes and abilities, and
loads of people in fancy dress taking
part, doing it for their charities, like in the
London Marathon.”
It’s competitive not only during the
cycle race, but merely getting a place
– the 80,000 ballots go quickly. Tom
rode in 2015 for the Queen Elizabeth
Foundation in Leatherhead but didn’t
secure another ballot again until this year,
when he entered via Woking and Sam
Beare Hospice, the charity he’ll be riding
for in 2018, and whose fundraising team
Tom met when he and Weybridge Sports
helped organise the Weybridge 10K run,
scheduled for July 8.
In addition to the Weybridge 10K
run and general fitness, like many of
the amateur cyclists Tom cites rigorous
training for the Ride London-Surrey, with
Tom completing a ‘half Iron Man’ that
includes a 52-mile cycle, plus cycling long
distances two to three times a week.
On the day, though, it’s more
than solid fitness that counts. Mental
stamina is critical – and that’s where
public support and the town’s festive
atmosphere really give riders a boost!
Brooklands Radio is critical to this effort,
as it’s been broadcasting on Monument

Green for the Ride London-Surrey event
ever since 2013, when it was first invited
by the Weybridge Town Business Group
to provide music and entertainment for
the group’s market and fair and build the
atmosphere for what has become one of
the town’s biggest annual events.
“We are proud to lift the spirits of
the local spectators and the thousands
of riders that cycle through Weybridge,”
says presenter James Pearce, who this
year will be joined by Barry Richards and
others. “We’ll have several presenters
interviewing, handing out goodies and
cheering on the riders, one of whom is
also one of own presenters!”
As well as providing live commentary
and music, BR uses the event as a
chance to get to know local businesses,
organisations and listeners, which fosters
Weybridge community spirit. In the lead
up to the event, BR features ‘Stories
From The Saddle’, asking those that are
participating in the ride to share their
motivation and inspiration to take on
the challenge. They also preview local
charities looking for extra riders and
supporters.
Brooklands Radio is intimately
involved with and linked to the Prudential
RideLondon-Surrey 100 not only for
providing entertainment and because one
of the station’s presenters, Jill Bennett, is
a repeat rider. Bennett’s husband is also a
chief organiser of the event! (see Cyclist
Profile: Jill Bennett)
The BR team record a number of
interviews and reports which are played
out on the station during the day itself,
on a highlights programme later in
the week and turned into a podcast to
download. BR also features live links at
wwwbrooklandsradio.co.uk and on social
media to bring the action to more people.
For more information on this and
related events on the weekend, see
www.prudentialridelondon.co.uk
13
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A Memorable Weybridge Moment
on the London Surrey Ride
A day of cycling is never without its dramas, especially when nature turns nasty, as it
did two years ago on the day the RideLondon-Surrey 100 came through Weybridge.
Brooklands Radio presenter Barry Richards recollects. . . .
“After a successful morning of whipping up enthusiasm among the cheering, flagwaving citizens of Weybridge, BR staff were enjoying the anticipation building
moments before professional racers would descend Monument Hill. James was
announcing to the crowd as leading cyclists in the pack were coming down the hill,
while Barry directed attention to the torrential storm engulfing Weybridge High
Street from the opposite direction.
As electric lightning struck, the two opposing forces literally collided at the exact
point of the Brooklands Radio tent! The cyclist bracing this force of nature and the
BBC commentator riding motor bike pillion almost swerved off the road. The crowd
ran for the only cover available – which happened to be our Outside Broadcast
canopy!

tell us where it

HURTS
Neck and Shoulder pain
Lower Back pain
Sports Injuries & Rehab
Therapeutic Massage

Call us today on 01932 847 900

www.weybridgephysio.co.uk

Gale force winds ensued, and local residents gripped the tent sides in defiance of
near hurricane conditions. Broadcast amps short circuited, and radio mics ended
up like saturated sponges! It really was a day to remember!”

Weybridge & Walton Physiotherapy offer systematic & comprehensive assessment
and treatment for the underlying cause, not just treatment of the symptoms.
For expert advice on these and other problems...
Recognised by BUPA and all leading providers of Medical Insurance State Registered and Chartered Physiotherapists
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LOCAL CYCLIST PROFILES
Jill Bennett
As Jill Bennett, a presenter with
Weybridge-based Brooklands Radio, sat
in the hospitality area of the first ever Ride
London event in 2013, she was enjoying
a few glasses of prosecco when she saw
Boris Johnson make it over the finish line
on a “Boris” bike. Proudly (and somewhat
foolishly) she announced then and there
that if Boris could do it, she would too, the
very next year.

Jill and her friends Cheryl Sullivan, Emma
Breakspear, Caroline Watson and Alison
McGrath have raised money for a few
different charities, including Shooting Star
Chase, Dorothy House and CRESS UK.
So it just goes to show that something
great always comes of a public promise to
do some good for yourself and others –
getting fit enough to RideLondon-Surrey
and help those in need!
Alan Palmer
If you ever wonder about the determined
amateur cyclists racing through town on
the annual Ride London Surrey each late
July, you’ll be happy to know that there are
a good many local residents – including
local politicians – doing a great job of
raising money for good causes.

Jill and her friends cycling, Jill at the back in
neon yellow

Waking up the following morning, Jill
instantly realised her folly: at age 54 she’d
never ridden more than a few miles in her
life and she was no regular cyclist! But
that evening as she watched her husband,
Michael Bennett, Race Director of both
the Prudential RideLondon Classique and
the Prudential RideLondon-Surrey Classic,
being interviewed on Cycle TV, she realised
the depth of her commitment. Michael was
saying that the best thing about the event
had been the way it inspired others – even
his wife had decided she’d be riding it the
following year!
Facing either public retraction or
humiliation – or the remote possibility
of success – Jill felt she had to step up
to the mark. She managed to persuade
a few friends to join her and now Jill has
ridden the event three times. Each time,

This year Walton Central Councillor
Alan Palmer is among the cyclists, and he’s
devoted his ride to raising funds for Guide
Dogs, as one of his daughters works in
Surrey as a rehabilitation officer with blind
and partially sighted people. Here he tells
his story:
16
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“As a local Elmbridge Borough
Councillor living and working in Walton I
feel the urge to take part in this fantastic
mass event that comes through most of
the Elmbridge towns.
My training schedule is geared for a
gradual build-up to achieve the 100-mile
cycle ride in a reasonable time. In the
spring I increase my hill climbing stamina
around the Surrey Hills. As I don’t consider
myself to be overly fit and have built up my
strength in recent years through trail and
road cycling, I also supplement my training
with road running. I run the Weybridge 10k
in July and the local Thames Half Marathon
in October.
It’s a great feeling riding on closed
roads especially in your own area. Two
years ago, I got such a buzz cycling on
the route between Oxshott and Esher just
after the professional riders went through!
Being cheered on by bystanders who know
I’m not one of the ‘real’ riders, but having
fun with the underdogs, is so motivational.”

WEYBRIDGE LADIES AMATEUR ROWING CLUB
Olympic Pioneers
Open to All Women for
Recreation and Racing

were made available to female rowers
and their style of rowing. Gentry played a
central role in establishing women’s rowing
in Britain and internationally, sadly passing
away just two weeks before a Weybridge
Ladies-coxed Four competed at the 1976
Montreal Olympics – the first Olympics
in which female rowers were allowed to
compete!
Today, Gentry’s pioneering passion is
still evident as WLARC aims to promote
women’s rowing as a competitive and
fun sport and to inspire individuals in the
local community, from absolute beginners
to successful racers. The club provides
excellent coaching and facilities in a safe,
supportive environment, helping each
woman achieve her own goals. The club

What began as a competitive and
recreational rowing club in 1926 continues
full speed today on the water where the
Thames, River Wey and Wey Navigation
Canal meet, as Weybridge Ladies Amateur
Rowing Club (WLARC) is still making
history.
Offering local women the chance to
take part in rowing and compete at the
highest levels, WLARC boasts an ethos
as strong as the women who row with it.
The club takes its cue from founder Amy
Gentry, who began the women-only club
to ensure equipment and coaching time
17
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also aspires to offer a wide range of
opportunities to meet the competitive,
recreational and social needs of all
members, and to encourage an ethic of
cooperation and physical fitness within a
team culture.

The recreational side also offers
the chance to enter races, with WLARC
members taking part in annual longdistance events such as the Great River
Race on the Tidal Thames (for which they
borrow fixed seat boats), the Head of
the Dart race in Devon, the Vogalonga
in Venice and the ‘Coupe des Dames’ in
France. The fitness and stamina required
for such events is built during regular
weekly sessions, so recreational rowers still
challenge themselves and see some great
places!

Racing and Recreational Rowing
Racing is open to all members of WLARC
with a good level of fitness, appropriate
technical
capability
and
steering
competency. Each year WLARC racing
crews enter a number of races ranging
from smaller local regattas in the summer
to the more reputed, prestigious national
long-distance headraces in the winter.
WLARC also hosts its own regatta every
May. Racing at WLARC can be both a fun
part of training or an end goal for crews –
though the ultimate aim, of course, is to
bring home that nice shiny trophy!

Meeting Like-Minded Women
For many WLARC members it’s not just
about being part of a club that offers great
rowing in a lovely location but also about
meeting like-minded people. At the club
many members find new friends who are
supportive in other aspects of life, and
members often meet socially outside the
club. Having a strong social element is
key to effective teamwork in the boat and
for a tightly knit club as well, so WLARC
organises a number of fun social events
throughout the year. These events are
both on and off the water and range from
Christmas fancy dress rows to summer
garden parties. It’s all about the right
balance of competitive spirit, coaching
and camaraderie – and more than the
occasional glass of cava!

There’s absolutely no pressure for
members to join a race crew. The club
includes many members who row just
to stay fit and flexible and who like
experiencing the mental and physical
benefits of being outdoors and on
the water and enjoying the company
of friendly, like-minded women. On
Saturdays and Sundays, the club runs
weekend sessions for recreational rowers.
These fitness and technique sessions
combine serious effort and fun, with
members enjoying their sport but also
keen to break into a sweat and get their
heart rates up!

A Volunteering Spirit
Run entirely by volunteers, WLARC is
proud that so many of its members take
an active interest in running this amateur
club. WLARC members come from all
walks of life – lawyers, journalists, chefs,
photographers, architects and teachers,
to name a few backgrounds – and this
diversity brings a variety of skills. From
WLARC committee and chair, who run the
day to day operations, to the captain and
coaches who manage all things rowing,
from the facilities and equipment teams
18
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who look after everything WLARC owns to
the organisers and volunteer ‘army’ who
run our annual regatta – everyone plays a
part in WLARC’s success.

speak to the coaches about how to get
more involved and join the club.
Plans for the Future
A thriving and active club, WLARC
is always open to new members and
to expanding the club to give existing
members even greater opportunities to
participate in the many regattas, head
races and recreational rows.
This year the club embarks on a major
refurbishment of its historic clubhouse, a
landmark on the banks of the Thames in
Weybridge, situated right at the bustling
part of the Thames where it crosses the
river Wey and the Wey navigation canal.
The exterior of the clubhouse will not
change, but work is underway to bring
shower and toilet facilities inside into the
main clubhouse, from the optimistically
named ‘spa’ outbuilding where they
currently reside. This is a massive project
for the club and fundraising efforts are in
full swing.
Thanks to an amazing donation given
to the club in memory of Eve Gould,
a true icon of Weybridge Ladies who
dedicated over 60 years of her life to
the club, this project has been given a
great boost, adding to previous efforts.
Still rowing at 87, Eve was a marvellous
ambassador for women’s rowing. Current
fundraising efforts have brought in a
significant amount of funding, but more
is needed to complete the project and
keep the club viable. This is a major
focus for members, bringing everyone
together in pursuit of improving facilities
for current and future members.
WLARC’s mission is to build on the
proud history and heritage of the club
and to offer all members the opportunity
to take part in rowing, as well as compete
at the highest level appropriate to their
ability and stage of development. So if
you’re a ‘lady living in Weybridge’ and
fancy a new challenge, come down, meet
the WLARC ladies and give rowing a go!

WLARC Regatta
Every summer around June WLARC hosts
this key event in the local rowing calendar,
with the WLARC regatta attracting
competitive entries from Weybridge,
Walton, Guildford, Richmond, Kingston,
Henley and other towns. In 2017, 24
clubs competed in around 160 races. This
regatta is a great spectacle for supporters
of the entrants as well as the general
public strolling along the river bank. With
a BBQ, home-made cakes, and races
throughout the day (with a variety of
categories from singles to eights, men,
women, juniors, novices and experienced
rowers), it’s a great day out – especially
with a bit of sunshine!

Try Days – Have a Go!
WLARC
welcomes
experienced
rowers and complete novices. Our Spring
‘Try Days’ courses of on-land and waterbased practical sessions are designed for
anyone who has never been in a rowing
boat before. A Try Day lasts five hours
on a weekend, including instruction by
WLARC qualified coaches and support
from other members. These sessions
provide a basic insight into women’s
rowing as a sport and fitness activity,
with participants covering basic rowing
(sculling) techniques on the rowing
machine and on water and water safety.
Participants who enjoy the sport can
19
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OATLANDS PARK BOWLING CLUB
It’s said that Sir Francis Drake continued to
play bowls on the Hoe at Plymouth rather
than attend to the approaching Spanish
Armada, so there must be something to
this addictive game. . . Certainly it has
captivated a fair number of Weybridge
residents, as the Oatlands Park Bowling
Club with its small clubhouse and green at
the Oatlands Park Recreation Ground, has
been going strong since 1924.

renew their membership annually until
they move, die, or don’t feel up to playing
anymore.”
With an average age over 60, the
club admits to attracting mostly retirees
at the moment but lives in the hope of
welcoming a younger generation to join
and keep this lovely sporting game going
in the area. At the moment the club counts
43 members, with about 35 members
actively playing in friendly matches and
external competitions.
There’s also a strong social aspect to
the sport, with a friendly supper after the
game against the “No Bills” (organised
by Keith Pollington, the newsagent in
the village) in May – in which you’re not
eligible to play if your name is Bill.) The
season includes the Pairs Tournament in
June, the Captain v President match in
July, the Triples Tournament in July and
the Fun Day at the end of the season.
There is also a BBQ at Whiteley Village
after the Finals day in August, and during
winter, some enthusiastic members carry
on playing indoors at either Egham or
Wey Valley (Guildford) or “short mat” at
Whiteley Village.
Unfortunately,
the
club
faces
financial threats even as it provides great
opportunities for older people to socialise
and keep active. The green and club house
belong to the council, and it supported
grounds maintenance until 2007. But like
many other local services this support
was cut and the club now pays not only
to maintain the clubhouse and green –
with about £11,000 per annum paid to an
outside contractor for groundskeeping
alone – but also paying rent to the Council.
“The rent was originally a peppercorn,
but the Council recently served notice
seeking a rent at a level which the
membership simply cannot afford – we

During the outdoor season that runs
from late April to end September, the Club
schedules to play over 50 friendly matches
against other local clubs within a 12-mile
radius, including Walton, Hersham, Esher,
Weybridge, Cobham and Byfleet.
As well as taking part in internal
competitions, members individually enter
competitions run by other clubs and the
North West Surrey Bowling Association
(NWSBA), where they were Men’s Singles
finalists in 2014 and 2015, Men’s Pairs
winners and Mixed Triples finalists in 2014,
and Unbadged Men’s Singles winner in
2017. The Club also enters teams in the
Surrey Advertiser League – Zone winners
in 2015 – and the NWSBA Ladies and
Men’s Leagues – Division 1 winners in 2014
and 2016, Division 3 winners in 2016 and
Division 2 winners in 2017.
“Not a bad record for a bunch of
‘old dodgers’!” says Barry Judd, club
president. “For a relatively small club,
we do quite well. I have been playing
since 2002, and about a dozen have been
members for longer than me. Most people
20
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basically live “hand to mouth,” says Barry.
“If the Council persist in its demands,
there is a very real danger that we’ll have
to close down.”
The club does its best to raise funds,
though unlike other clubs in the area,
its clubhouse is too small and remote
to either house a bar and/or hold social
events that might bring in much needed
monies. Currently it relies on three fund
raising events – a Race Night at Whiteley
Village in February, a Quiz night in April
and a Bingo night in October, the latter two
of which are held at Oatlands Village Hall.
The club also raises income from various
sources – its annual membership fee
(currently £110), match fees, raffles, a stall
at the Whiteley Village fair, and donations.

Last year, the club received money from
Waitrose and Midgeley Snelling, a firm of
accountants in Baker Street, for which they
were really grateful.
While in recent years the club has
scraped by financially, sudden problems
or major improvements can cause trouble.
The failure of the watering system last
year and replacement parts cost the club
around £3,500, even with the free labour
given by members for installation.
But members remain chipper and
always hope for the future, as expanding
membership and outside donations can
help go a long way.
“We’re here to stay,” says Barry. “We
absolutely adore the game and hope
more people join us!”

ON THE GREEN AT OATLANDS PARKRULES EXPLAINED!
Do you know how lawn bowls is played?
Read on to discover what’s really going on
behind the hedges at Oatlands Park. . .
The game of lawn bowls is played on
a smooth, flat grass surface, known as a
green, surrounded by a ditch, prepared
and maintained to similar standards as a
putting green in golf.
The aim of the game is to roll your
wood (bowl) towards the jack and get as
close to it as possible. However, woods
come in various sizes and weights and
with different degrees of bias – meaning
that they do not move in a straight line and
make the task more challenging!
A green is divided into lanes, known
as rinks. Games can be played as singles
or in teams – pairs, triples and rinks (four)
– Lead, Two, Three and Skip. At the start
of a game, you toss a coin and the winner
decides “to take the mat” or offer it to the
opponent. It is then usual practice to have
two trial ends – two up, two down – to give

visiting teams some idea of how the green
is behaving. Weather conditions, length
of grass, etc., often cause variations in
performance.
Depending on the chosen format,
games usually take place over 18 or 21
ends and “shots” are scored for and
against, depending on which team has
any number of woods closest to the jack.
If a wood hits the jack, it is “chalked” and
known as a “toucher” and remains “live”
for scoring purposes if it ends up in the
ditch. Other woods that end up in the
ditch are “dead” and removed from play.
The jack must be a minimum distance
from the mat – side markers on the green
make this task easier to judge by eye,
although in competitions the umpire may
well be asked to get his tape measure out
and ensure that the jack is at the minimum
distance. Otherwise, the placing of the jack
is offered to the opposing Lead who may
prefer a longer jack to your disadvantage.
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To add a further competitive edge, the
mat position is allowed to vary.
Fancy having a go? Anybody interested
in bowls is welcome to come along during
the outdoor playing season on a Tuesday
night at 5.45 pm – equipment and tuition
provided. But please wear flat bottomed

shoes so as not to damage the green!
New members are always welcome, and
the club is renowned in the area for being
a very friendly club. For more details see
oatlandsparkbowlingclub.co.uk
or
contact
the
secretary
at
linda.headon@gmail.com

WEYBRIDGE LAWN TENNIS CLUB
SECRETS REVEALED!
If you haven’t heard of Weybridge Lawn
Tennis Club, it may be because you
haven’t seen it, though you may have
driven or run by it, tucked away as it is
in a beautiful, almost secluded spot on
the bend of the river Wey.
Located at Dorney Gardens and
accessible from Walton Lane, the tennis
club is a long-standing Weybridge
institution, offering all levels of tennis
play and instruction since the 1960’s.
Most readily visible from the
towpath alongside the water, the club
is particularly notable on sunny day,
when you’ll see the members taking
advantage of this lovely location,
enjoying a mix-in game or having a chat
with friends, new and old. All five courts
are also equipped with floodlighting
for dusk and evening play.
The club prides itself on catering
to all levels and all ages, with an active
junior section, team events and a
strong social tennis set up. There are
four men’s team, two women’s teams
and two mixed teams, all playing to a
good standard in local competitions.
For those who don’t wish to play team
tennis, there are plenty of opportunities
to join in at one of the mix-ins, held
Tuesday and Thursday evenings,
Saturday afternoons and Sunday
mornings.
The junior section is thriving too,
supported by the club head coach

Adrian Joly. Adrian runs a term time
minis programme for 4 – 10 year-olds,
offers private coaching, school holiday
camps and regular Friday night sessions
for juniors. Over the years the club has
seen many promising juniors turn in to
strong and celebrated players.

Head coach Adrian Joly with club juniors

Helping adults with their game is
also a key part of the club’s purpose and
ethos. The Rusty Returners programme
is popular for those making a comeback
to the game after a few or many years
out. Monday nights are dedicated to
beginners stepping onto the court,
joining in a fun and energetic group
coaching session that will give them the
confidence to become more actively
involved with the club. And for those
with a competitive streak, there is the
singles league, American Tournaments,
winter and summer inter-club leagues
along with the premier event of the
year, the annual club championship.
Whatever your standard of tennis
and whenever you want to play, WLTC
welcomes players to the club every
day! For further details and contacts
please visit the club’s Website:
www.weybridgeltc.com
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WEYBRIDGE CRICKET CLUB
A GATHERING PLACE FOR ALL
If you live in Weybridge, come to
visit, or find yourself passing through
one day, you won’t fail to notice the
picturesque grounds of the Weybridge
Cricket Club.
Located near the top of Monument
Hill at Cricket Green, a designated
Village Green that straddles Princes
Road, Queens Road and Hanger Hill,
the Weybridge Cricket Club has been
running continuously since 1924, its
grounds an unmissable, beautiful
feature of the town and open to all.

understandably proud that two of its
recent players, brothers Tom and Sam
Curran, are currently in the England set
up, while the club’s opening bat Will
Jacks has made it onto the Surrey team
following a successful stint as England
u-19 captain. In addition, the club’s
current overseas professional Tom
Bruce is a New Zealand international
player.
The 1st X1 (first team) is three-time
winner of the Surrey Championship
Premier League, while the 2nd XI & 3rd
XI also play in Premier divisions. The
club has recently launched an Academy
to help develop future talent as well,
with the 4th XI serving young players on
the way up, old lags on the way down
and those in between.

The club itself is a thriving community
and part of the soul of Weybridge, as
membership to the clubhouse is also
open to anyone who wants to join, with
a host of activities for social members
and casual spectators. So even if you’re
not a cricketer or sports enthusiast,
the club welcomes those who fancy
watching a match (live or on tv) and
joining in the social atmosphere at
the clubhouse. Especially in summer,
the club is popular with members
and guests enjoying the green and a
drink at the bar, with registered social
members additionally receiving a bar
discount and invitations to a range of
events.
For those dedicated to cricket,
the club runs four league teams every
Saturday and features in two Sunday
knockout challenges. Aiming to play
at a very high standard, the club is

A thriving Juniors section has grown
rapidly in the last few years and now
boasts 500 members, showing the
club has clearly invested in top class
coaching. But the club also caters to
interested beginners, including ages 4 –
18 years, as well as being committed to
its active and growing girl’s section. At
the moment the club has the top girls’
team in Surrey, with hopes to build this
into a ladies’ team. A number of junior
players also play representative cricket
for Surrey, and this summer the club
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hosts Middlesex, featuring a marquee
on the grounds on the day (15th July).
The club’s social members include
many former players, as well as current
supporters of cricket and other sports.
The clubhouse bar’s projector and
large screen attract many who enjoy
gathering for live matches of various
sports, including rugby during the
winter. Facilities also include games,
such as pool and darts, and the club bar
is a popular venue available for parties.
With its current 50-year lease
on the clubhouse from Elmbridge
Borough Council (EBC) and rights
to use the cricket green and car park
alongside other recreational users,
the club is responsible for maintaining
both clubhouse and green, activities
which require considerable financial
resources. As a voluntary, not-forprofit organisation, the club relies on
commercial sponsorship and grant
monies to undertake major renovation
and improvement works. Recently
EBC agreed to fund the re-roofing of
the clubhouse and the installation of
new girl’s changing facilities from its
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
monies, a major refurbishment that the

club plans to undertake in the coming
winter.

Thanks to the appointment of
Jon Molloy as club manager in 2015,
the club is well organised, with the
full-time bar also having its own
manager. Members are kept up to
date with communications via a weekly
newsletter, Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram as well as the club’s website
at weybridgecc.co.uk
The club is always keen to increase its
numbers of social members, so please
apply via the website. What better way
(or place) to get to know Weybridge join in the fun or watch cricket in the
sun, with a glass of wine or beer, among
new and old local friends!

COUNCIL RESPONDS TO SOCIETY REQUEST FOR
MORE TRANSPARENCY
At the annual public meeting of
Elmbridge Council (‘Priorities and
Prospects’) on January 17th, the
Weybridge Society asked for a clearer
structure chart for the Council on its
website.
Councillor Chris Sadler responded
to the request and charged staff
member Natalie Anderson with finding
a solution. These results are now
available on the Council’s website,
where a new organisational chart can

be viewed at http://elmbridge.gov.uk/
council/senior-officers-of-elmbridgeborough-council/
In the two images, the background
colour shows areas of responsibility,
with green circles part of the Chief
Executive’s Directorate, which report
to Rob Moran, while grey circles form
part of the Resources Directorate,
which report to Sarah Selvanathan. The
blue circles are part of the Services
Directorate and report to Ray Lee.
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ELMBRIDGE BOROUGH COUNCIL
SENIOR STAFF STRUCTURE CHART
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‘NO ROMANCE OF THE ROAD’
Gypsies in Victorian and Edwardian Surrey

Following on from his recently published
and ground-breaking book, Their Day Has
Passed, Dr. Alan Wright will be giving a
public talk on Thursday,
27th September in the
small
meeting
room
of St James’s Church
Weybridge,
shedding
insights on the fascinating
topic of local gypsy life
in the late 19th and early
20th century.
Contrasting romantic
views of life on the road
(as expressed by some in
the settled community)
and the more majority
view that gypsies should
be harried to move on
as rapidly as possible,
Dr. Wright will explore the causes and
consequences of such attitudes in a
historical context.
‘Gypsies and travellers undoubtedly
stir strong emotions,’ says Dr. Wright. ‘In
my book, I show how perspectives and

reactions developed in Surrey – which
some described as ‘a favourite county’
of the gypsy during the Victorian and
Edwardian period.’
Drawing on a wide
range of sources in his
book, Dr. Wright will
review how gypsies were
perceived, examine some
potential
myths
and
misconceptions, and show
how local communities
and institutions in Surrey
struggled to respond to
their presence during a
period of rapid change
prior to the First World
War.
Join Society members
for this exciting free talk,
doors open 7:30 for 8:00 pm start.
Non-members are charged a small fee
of £3 to attend, or feel free to join the
Society on the night and attend many
more such illuminating events on local
history and more!

NEWS FROM OUR AGM
If you missed the Weybridge Society’s
most recent Annual General Meeting
(AGM) on 12th April, you surely missed
one of the liveliest and best attended
meetings in recent memory!
Elmbridge and Surrey Councillors
joined members of the pubic and more
than 80 Society members – a turnout that
necessitated a quick last-minute move
from small hall to big auditorium at St.
James – to hear Society presentations
on local issues and its own activities,
including the launch of a number of key

new initiatives.
The first part of the meeting saw the
transaction of formal business, with the
adoption of last year’s AGM minutes, the
Trustees’ report and accounts and the
election of the committee and trustees.
The Chairman welcomed Andy Richardson
and Mervyn Greig and Raymond Spary as
new members of the Executive Committee,
and Nick Thripp and Raymond Spary as
new Charity Trustees. The Chairman also
reported that John Hanafin and Trevor
Tarring had stepped down and thanked
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John and Trevor for all their effort over the
years in supporting the Society’s work.
In his review of the year’s activities,
the Chairman highlighted continuing
work on the improving the membership
database, the launch of a new website
and a new style and A5 format for the
newsletter. The Chairman stressed that
these were notable achievements with
real impact, instrumental in increasing
Society membership by about 100 people
to around 700 in total. He mentioned the
on-going excellent work of the Planning
Panel, a key activity of the Society which
always generates much interest among
members and the public.
On the Parking Review, begun two years
ago in association with the Weybridge
Town Business Group, the Chairman
reported that the completed survey had
generated proposals to local government
for how parking problems in Weybridge
might be addressed. Elmbridge and
Surrey Councillors reviewed these
proposals and broadly accepted the views
of the Weybridge Society as a basis for
going forward – another huge success
for the Society in terms of its influence on
local decision-making.
Announcing new activities, the
Chairman told members that the Society
was reaching out to younger people with
the launch of the Weybridge Student
Photo Competition, a two-month spring
time event asking local school children to
submit photos of the town and area. It is
hoped that this project and others like it
will not only promote a new generation
of civic-minded and community-oriented
residents, but also strengthen the Society’s
links and work with schools.
Most importantly, the Chairman
announced the Weybridge Rebuild and
Advance Project (WRAP), a vital new
initiative to deal with Weybridge’s most
pressing issues: the rebuild of medical
facilities (NHS hospital, GP practices and
the like, following the devastating fire of

2017 that levelled that town centre site),
while simultaneously addressing the
need to refurbish the library building, as
well as upgrading the town centre so it
attracts more businesses, residents and
shoppers. The aim of WRAP is to provide
a comprehensive solution to all these
issues and to generate a proposal that
will encourage various agencies involved
– Elmbridge, Surrey and the NHS – to
work together for Weybridge, rather than
having the town merely be a recipient of
piecemeal developments and upgrades.
Concluding the meeting there was
a lively and open discussion about
parking and problematic pot holes
in Weybridge. Councillor Tim Oliver
delivered the excellent news that several
roads were slated for repair and that
Society efforts and public sentiment via
petition had convinced Surrey County
Council not to move the Register office.
A plan had been floated at Surrey County
Council to relocate registry services
from their beautiful offices at Rylston on
Oatlands Drive and house them in the
library building, a move that potentially
would have seen the sale, alteration or
destruction of Rylston. The decision to
save a much-loved public building with
stunning Edwardian architecture was
welcomed with cheers – another victory
for the Society, working together with local
authorities in the interests of Weybridge!
For full details of the Trustees’ and
Chairman Reports and draft minutes,
please see weybridgesociety.org.uk

NEW TREASURER AND
SECRETARY

The Society is pleased to announce
that Andy Richardson and Fiona
O’Driscoll (who was co-opted on
the Executive Committee after the
AGM) have taken on the roles of
Treasurer and Secretary respectively.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & CHARITY TRUSTEES
Chairman

Dave Arnold

chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Trustee

Richard Marshall

footpaths@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Trustee

Raymond Spary

planning.riverside@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Liaison Local Groups

Barry Judd

liaison@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Trustee

Nick Thripp

EXECUTIVE COMMITEE
Vice Chairman

VACANT

Treasurer

Andy Richardson

treasurer@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Comms & Web Editor

Steve McCarthy

webeditor@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Secretary

Fiona O’Driscoll

secretary@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Membership Secretary

Trevor Lewis

membership@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Newsletter Editor

Lesia Scholey

newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Distribution

Anne Lindsay

distribution@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Transport

VACANT
Mervyn Greig

OTHER CONTACTS
Planning Riverside

Raymond Spary

planning.riverside@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Planning Oatlands

Tim Williams

planning.oatlands@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Planning St Georges

VACANT

planning.stgeorges@weybridgesociety.org.uk

Education

Steven Beaumont education@weybridgesociety.org.uk

News Letter Comments - Did anything catch your eye in this newsletter, or would you like to
make a comment to the editor? Your feedback would be appreciated. Please let us know through
newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Registered charity #1167053
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