Hon. Patron – Michael Aspel OBE

Winter 2014

“Weybridge Rowing Past and Present”
9th October 2014

Would you like to join the
Weybridge Society?
Please contact any

Dave Arnold, Weybridge Society Chairman, introduced John Turnbull, a former
Committee member- see
President of Weybridge Rowing Club and their current bar manager (!) John and his wife
Page 8
Caroline are both qualified rowing umpires and active rowing coaches. John gave a
fascinating and very detailed account of rowing in Weybridge, from the foundation of
the club in April 1881 and the first regatta in October of that year. The ‘small tankard’ awarded to the winning cox of the
fours race was in the excellent display of trophies, photographs,
certificates and memorabilia which John had brought to the meeting.
The Amateur Rowing Association, founded in 1882, based its rules on
those of Henley Royal Regatta, which barred manual workers from
competing in their events. This was of great significance to Weybridge
Rowing Club which, although supported by the “gentry”, was a working
man’s club. The club was dormant through the 1890s, though the
regatta flourished and in 1897 became a water carnival. Weybridge
Rowing Club (WRC) was revived in 1907, by Jack Dunton (son of boat
builder George Dunton), with a committee of 12 members, 7
tradesmen and 5 watermen – and a subscription of 10s 6d (52p). In
1909, John Lyle, of the Tate & Lyle sugar company, was appointed
president, later negotiating with the River Wey Navigations to lease
part of the Thames Lock island for the Weybridge Rowing Club boathouse, and they are still there today, having endured
floods, lack of funds, deterioration and restoration over the years. (Members may remember that John Lyle gave the
Churchfields Recreation (pleasure) Grounds to Weybridge, and lived at Finnart House). Jack Dunton was elected Captain and
Dr Eric Gardner and Drury Wake were appointed coaches. (Dr Eric Gardner was the subject of an item in the Society’s Summer
2014 newsletter. He was founder of Weybridge – later Elmbridge – Museum in 1909
– and in addition to his medical work at the hospital, is credited with designing the
first crash helmet for racing car drivers at Brooklands track.) . (Continued on Page 2)

WILDFLOWERS IN WEYBRIDGE
Many of you will have noticed and enjoyed the patches of wild flowers that have
been planted in Weybridge and the rest of Elmbridge. A mixed seed called “Old
Comrades Mix” was used by the Green Spaces Department of Elmbridge Council.
Old Comrades was chosen from a range of annual mixed seeds designed to give you
all the beauty of a traditional meadow but with a much wider range of species. They
were planted at prominent sites that are suitable for
wildflower and poppy planting. Congratulations
Elmbridge and let’s hope something similar is repeated in
2015.

PRESERVING THE PAST FOR THE FUTURE: THE
WORK OF SURREY HISTORY CENTRE
Our talk for January will be given by JULIAN POOLEY,
Head of Public Services at the Surrey History Centre on Thursday January 15th 8 pm at St James’
Parish Centre Hall – see Page 5 for more details.

www.weybridgesociety.org.uk
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“Weybridge Rowing Past and Present” (continued from Page 1)
1914 started well but was marked by the deaths of John Lyle and George Dunton, followed by the outbreak of WWI. However,
1919 saw the start of the club’s “Golden Age”, with Andrew Barclay Walker being elected President, a big influx of new
members and a highly successful “Peace Regatta” which featured a women’s race for the first time
In 1921 WRC joined the National Amateur Rowing Association, which admitted manual workers. In 1922 J. Duval Bishop was
appointed Head Coach, resulting in many regatta wins, notably the Desborough Cup, the NARA championship for eights, in
1922 and 1924 (named after Lord Desborough, for 32 years President of the Board of the Thames Conservancy and
responsible for the Desborough Cut in 1935). This led to the selection of a four to compete in the Paris Olympics in 1924,
which recorded the third fastest time but missed out on a place in the final. This crew, comprising B. Croucher, J Townend, S.
Monk and V. Bovington, coxed by H. L. Barnsley, dominated the regatta scene until a tragic accident in 1926 when Jack
Townend was killed falling from a bus.
The women’s section, founded in 1920, was also very successful under the leadership of Amy Gentry. Amy formed the
Weybridge Ladies Amateur Rowing Club in 1926 and stroked the winning crew in the first women’s boat race on the
Putney/Mortlake boat race course in 1927. She worked for Barnes Wallis at Vickers Armstrong during the second world war.
In 1947 her father bought the boathouse for them – their current home. A truly remarkable woman, she received an OBE for
Services to Women’s Rowing in 1969 and died age 73 in 1976, having spent 56 years campaigning for women to be allowed to
row in the Olympics (see Newsletter Summer 2014 for item about WLARC). Weybridge Ladies had a representative, Pauline
Bird, in the first women’s rowing event to be included in the Olympics, in 1976 in Montreal, and a WLARC crew represented
GB in the Moscow Olympics in 1980. Alison Norrish coxed the winning Oxford University crew in the 1989 Boat Race, the first
where both crews were coxed by women.
WRC had a lean time in the 1930s but was looking forward to brighter prospects with the lifting of the ban on manual workers
at Henley Royal Regatta in 1938, to be frustrated by the outbreak of World War II in 1939. With a number of members in
reserved occupations at Vickers aircraft factory, the club managed to continue through the war, surviving the bombing of
Shepperton Lock in 1940, and also a VI falling nearby in 1944. By 1945, there was a strong club membership, and in 1947 with
more “amateur” members they joined the ARA as well as the NARA. There was a very successful Weybridge Regatta that year,
but after that it was never held again. 1948 saw a Weybridge eight stroked by George Kenyon in the Thames Cup at Henley,
and in 1949 Ian Barclay raced in the semi-final of Henley’s Diamond Sculls.
One of the stalwarts of the club from the 1930s onwards was the treasurer, Bob Spreadbury, who donated the magnificent
Spreadbury Cup to the club in 1948 (on display in the hall). It is awarded annually to the member who has done most for the
club’s well-being in the previous year. Weybridge Silver Sculls was another prestigious prize on display – made for the club by
‘Dickie’ Bird (1956) and won by many notable oarsmen. Steve Redgrave won the junior prize in 1980.
The 1980s saw the revival of women’s rowing at Weybridge Rowing Club. Ian Shore, former junior international with
Weybridge, took on coaching the women’s squad, with outstanding performances at Henley Women’s Regatta and the
National Championships. He went on to become coach of Oxford University Women’s Boat Club and is now chief coach for
Welsh rowing. A notable woman rower of this time was Kim Thomas, who represented GB in the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona.
Weybridge has been strong in junior rowing since the 1960s and this continues to the present day, with wins at National level
for both boys and girls. Last year the junior girls won at Henley Women’s Regatta and the junior England-France match, while
the boys took part Henley Royal Regatta. In 2013 George Stewart was selected for the National Junior Squad. In 2014 former
Weybridge junior Matt Tarrant won the world championship as part of the GB eight.
Weyfarers Rowing Club was formed in 2000 as a sister club to Weybridge to develop recreational and touring rowing. In 2003
they organised an international tour of The Thames, with 95 participants from 15 countries. Weyfarers runs learn to row
courses for adults of all ages and now has a strong membership, of which two thirds are women. John Turnbull is chair of the
national Recreational Rowing Committee, which promotes ‘Rowing for All’. Three Weyfarers crews took part in the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee Pageant on The Thames
Weybridge and Weyfarers are very active in the community and have won Elmbridge Sports Awards for the last three years.
In April 2014, Weybridge Rowing Club staged a Community Regatta in conjunction with NatWest Bank. This highly successful
event involved some 20 local companies and students at Brooklands College supported by the Princes Trust. It is hoped to
make this an annual event. Weybridge Rowing Club, Weybridge Ladies Amateur Rowing Club and Weyfarers provide
opportunities for everyone to take part in rowing at all levels from social to international. Future challenges facing the clubs
include improving the quality and capacity of their boat house facilities – and as John Turnbull said in conclusion “History
suggests together we can rise to them”. A short Q & A session followed, and Dave Arnold expressed thanks to John and
Caroline on behalf of all present.
Carolyn Pennycook/John Turnbull
MEMBERSHIP
The strength of any organisation is in its membership, and we urge all members to recruit at least one new member this
year. The membership application form can be downloaded from the website (www.weybridgesociety.org.uk) or hard
copies are available from the Secretary and other committee members.
Incidentally, if you know of a lapsed member, please encourage them to rejoin – and if your own membership needs
renewing, please send your subscription to the Treasurer.
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WOKING AND SAM BEARE HOSPICES held two public meetings
in October to review the 2013/2014 year and to talk about their
future plans for Hospice care in the area. The Weybridge meeting
was held in the parish hall of the Catholic Church on Tuesday 14th
October. On display were large boards showing architect’s plans for
the new Hospice in Goldsworth Park as well as the proposed enlarged Day Care Centre at Sam Beare in Weybridge.
Representatives from the architects presented the detailed plans for the Goldsworth Park site based on mocked up videos, as
if walking through the various floors. It was explained that the new facility would be a state-of-the-art hospice based on ideas
from visiting some of the newest hospices in the country. The existing office building on the site would be completely remodelled and extended to provide superb new facilities including:- a welcoming café, hospice day service, 20 in-patient beds,
education suite, hospice community outreach teams and space for administration team and fundraisers. It is expected that in
Spring 2016 all services at the existing Woking Hospice site and the in-patient beds at Sam Beare will be relocated to the new
Hospice.
Plans were also shown on what they would like to do with the existing Sam Beare facility within Weybridge Hospital. It would
be redesigned, offering an enhanced day care centre, therapy rooms and a base for community nurses who visit patients in
their homes, all of which is now the majority of the work of the joint Hospices. The main feature of the proposed Weybridge
plans would be to provide a new separate entrance to the Sam Beare part of the building so that it was quite distinct from the
existing hospital main entrance. They said these were only ideas at present which probably implied they have not yet been
shared with the other hospital users. The reason for this was that unfortunately even though their lease expires at the end of
March 2015 they still do not have a new lease agreed. They are being told they will be offered a 10 year lease by the NHS
property company responsible for the building. They have no details at present and most significantly they do not know if they
will have to pay rent on the premises, which is very important since currently they pay no rent at all. They are pressing very
hard to get a decision on this but without it they cannot firm up the plans.
The next set of presentations were given by various members of the Hospices’ staff highlighting the many activities and new
service developments they have undertaken during the past year. The meeting finished with a questions and answers session.
Members wishing to get more detailed information about the new Hospice plans and also see a copy of their latest Annual
Review should visit the Woking and Sam Beare Hospices website. The plans can be viewed at
http://www.wsbhospices.co.uk/news/public-consultation/ .The Annual Review at http://www.wsbhospices.co.uk/a7assets/uploads/2012/06/WSBH-Annual-Review-2013-14-SCREEN.pdf
Steve McCarthy

“MAKING HAY” IN WEYBRIDGE
Churchfields Meadow in Churchfield Avenue has
been enjoyed by so many since it was opened in
July 2013. In addition to the wide variety of wild
flowers, there have been numerous kinds of
butterflies and other insects. People have
enjoyed walking through on the prepared paths,
taking a seat – and as the Meadow is games and
‘dog free’ this too has appealed to many. (Dogs
enjoy the nearby well used Churchfields
Recreation ground – so they are not deprived!).
At the beginning of October, the meadow was cut
– see photograph alongside. On enquiring from
Elmbridge Council, we understand that the ‘hay’
collected (a huge tractor and trailer visited the
Avenue for the purpose) – was to be used for
animal feed if suitable – otherwise it would be
composted and used for soil improvement. The
mowing of the meadow is a recognised
husbandry practice – preparing the area for the
next season’s flowers, and distributing the seeds. This is history repeating itself – for the area around St James’ church was in
fact meadows – with grazing cattle, and no doubt hay making up until the late 19c/early 20c. Weybridge is lucky in that it has
so many open spaces – commons, greens, woods, the heaths and the wonderful area that is Brooklands Community Park – all
looked after by EBC and their contractors, Burley.
(Members may remember that Weybridge Society campaigned for the area that is now Churchfields Meadows to remain an
open space – it being classified as SOUL (Strategic Open Urban Land) – and over the many years of the Society, it has promoted
similar campaigns for many of our open spaces).
Carolyn Pennycook
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HEATHSIDE SCHOOL PRESENTATION EVENING 10th September 2014
This year, as Secretary, I was very lucky to represent Weybridge Society at the Heathside Presentation Evening on Wednesday,
10 September. As members will know, the Society presents two prizes annually (each of £50) one for History – this year
presented to Maria Dowling, a year 11 student; and the other for Sixth Form Contributions to the Community of Weybridge –
this year to Jessica Armstrong, a year 13 student.
Maria Dowling
Maria has shown outstanding ability during the GCSE course cumulating in her
excellent A*. She has a real talent for the subject writing clear and concise
arguments. Well done Maria.
Jessica Armstrong
Jess knew from an early age she wanted to work with people and since studying
Psychology she has begun to analyse people. So beware! As well as studying
Psychology, Biology and Spanish, Jessica has a love for Drama and theatre that has
allowed her to run local theatre workshops for 6-14 year olds. Jessica was also
heavily involved in the Drama house
competition. However it was the voluntary
work that Jessica undertook which made her
an obvious recipient of this award. On a
weekly basis Jessica visited people suffering
from dementia and Alzheimer’s playing
memory games trying to keep their minds
active. Jessica made a real difference to
these local people, making them smile and
her tutor received a letter from the manager praising Jessica’s compassion and
commitment. We wish her every success in studying Psychology at university.
It was an inspiring evening and to hear from the Principal, Mrs A L Cullum of the
many successes of the students during 2013/14 was amazing. Heathside students
achieved excellent results at both GCSE and A levels, and many of those A level
students are going on to Universities, further education or apprenticeships in the
autumn. A total of 47 universities will have a Heathside student this year – with
Exeter Uni being amongst the favourite choices. Heathside is a highly rated school in
Surrey, and as a non-selective comprehensive secondary school – this is a great
achievement. Weybridge is exceptionally fortunate to have such a prestigious school,
led by a dedicated team of staff and governors.
Prior to the presentations, and during a short mid-way break, student Jo Hin Leung played the piano, and demonstrated his
undoubted musical talent.
After the presentations, the Guest of Honour, James Ketchell, gave an enthralling and gripping talk and audio/visual show
about his amazing single-handed achievements – rowing the Atlantic, climbing Everest and cycling around the world –
students must have been motivated to challenge themselves to achieve what might seem impossible. I urge members to look
at his website – www.jamesketchell.net
Carolyn Pennycook

NEWSLETTER - ELECTRONIC OR PAPER? UPDATE
32 members downloaded their copy of the Autumn edition of the newsletter. We had 5
responses to the survey requesting members’ views and whether they wished to continue
receiving the newsletter electronically. All responses were positive. The ability of being
able to clink on a link and quickly access the referenced information was highlighted as
being a major advantage of having the newsletter in electronic format. A few other
members have since requested the newsletter in electronic format.
To reiterate the Main Committee fully understands that a significant number of members
will wish to continue receiving their newsletter in paper format and there is no intention
to stop producing a hard copy. In fact we have had some comments which say that hard
copies are easier to share and pass over to neighbours.
Those who would like to receive their next copy electronically please send an email to
webeditor@weybridgesociety.org.uk from your own email address (that is the email address that you wish the web link to be
sent to) stating that your wish to do so and that you do not require a paper copy. Please add your home address so that we
can check that you are a member. If after receiving an issue in electronic format you wish to revert to a paper copy this can be
easily done by sending an email to the above email address from your own email address requesting the change; again please
add your home address.
Dave Arnold
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PRESERVING THE PAST FOR THE FUTURE: THE WORK OF SURREY HISTORY CENTRE TALK ON JANUARY 15TH 2015
Julian Pooley will be giving a talk on “Preserving the Past for the Future: The work of Surrey History Centre” starting at 8pm on
January 15th at St James Church Hall. Surrey History Centre holds over a million manuscripts,
maps, engravings and drawings recording Surrey’s history from the middle ages to the digital
age. John’s talk will describe the work undertaken in locating, preserving and making the
wonderful range of information accessible to anyone interested in the history of our county.
John Pooley is Public Services and Engagement Manager for Surrey Heritage and has been a
professional archivist for over twenty-five years, first at County Hall in Kingston and, since
1998, at Surrey History Centre in Woking. He has a particular interest in the history of the
book trade and the work of early local historians and has published widely in the field of
eighteenth century antiquarian and biographical research. He has catalogued a wide range of
archives, from the records of Surrey’s mental hospitals which he rescued when they closed in
the 1990s, to garden plans by Gertrude Jekyll, eighteenth century family letters and a
wonderful collection of watercolours of Surrey buildings by John and Edward Hassell. He is a
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries and Honorary Visiting Fellow at the Centre for English
Local History at the University of Leicester.

PLANNING AND HOUSING NEED IN ELMBRIDGE
On 20 October, your chairman and other committee members attended a meeting convened by Elmbridge Borough Council
(EBC) to hear about the significant changes that were required by Government into the way local authorities will have to plan
for new housing. The comprehensive and well explained presentation, introduced by Cllr Andrew Kelly, Cabinet Member for
Regulatory Affairs, with Ray Lee, Strategic Director and Mark Behrendt, Planning Policy Officer giving details and explaining
what Elmbridge BC faced. These new changes would also be faced by all other local authorities, with emphasis being placed
on co-operation between neighbouring authorities.
By the time this newsletter is printed, the information, together with the lively Questions and Answers session that followed
should all be available on the EBC Planning Website (see http://www.elmbridge.gov.uk/planning/policy/plgro.htm ). Residents
and other interested parties are invited to send their comments and questions to the Planning Policy department during the
consultation process.
Carolyn Pennycook

WEYBRIDGE OLD FOLKS CLUB
The Weybridge Old Folks Club invited Weybridge Society to talk to
their members at their weekly Thursday afternoon gathering on 18
September, and Society Chairman, Dave Arnold and Secretary,
Carolyn Pennycook were pleased to talk to them, and present a quiz
– How Well Do You Know Weybridge? Well, the answer was they
definitely do know about Weybridge, and the table of members –
Brenda’s table – won the quiz, with 19/20!
A photograph of the winners is alongside.
Several WOFC members showed interest in joining Weybridge
Society – and some were already members, which was encouraging.
The Club had been set up some 67 years ago, by Erica Thorman, a
local resident, who asked someone to have tea with her – this grew
into a larger gathering of friends and neighbours – which eventually
’snowballed’ into the Weybridge Old Folks Club of today. Under the ‘umbrella’ of Churches Together in Weybridge, the club
has activities, services, entertainments, talks and outings – and the popular Fish and Chip luncheons, and annual Christmas
lunch at The Ship Hotel. Highlight of the afternoons are the ‘Raffle’ – all prizes being contributed by the members, and tickets
sold at £1 a strip. All the takings from this raffle are donated to Sam Beare Hospice, and in the last year, this has resulted in
excess of £700 – an amazing amount – and the delicious tea served.
Membership is open to all over 60, and further details can be had from the Management Committee – Mary Cotter 820750,
Eileen Bone 855117, Edith Sykes 889566, Shirley Williams 07715 500516, or from the Administrator, Roger Scott, 856399 –
wofc@btinternet.com. Trustees are Mary Cotter, Graham Winton and Richard Loake.
Carolyn Pennycook

CHARITABLE STATUS UPDATE
No comments were received from members on the draft Objects as given in the autumn edition of the newsletter. Charitable
Status will now be sought based upon these Objects and a successful application recently made by a society in another area
which has similar interests and purposes to ours. We are looking at what opportunities and projects the Society could become
involved with in the future and would welcome inputs from members and non-members alike. Please contact us – see Page 8
for contact details.
Dave Arnold/Richard Marshall
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DID YOU KNOW? – THE WEYBRIDGE APPLE
Whilst doing some work at Elmbridge Museum, quite by chance I came across a reference to ‘Fruits in Elmbridge’. One of
those fruits was the High View Pippin, an apple dating from 1911, and I wondered if there was anything still known about this
apple. Once home, I wrote to the Royal Horticultural Gardens at Wisley, and asked them – and this is their fascinating reply:
“‘High View Pippin’ was raised by Mr Frederick Fitzwater of Ernest Hill,
Weybridge in 1911 from ‘Sturmer Pippin’ x ‘Cox’s Orange Pippin’. The apple
received an Award of Merit in 1928 from the RHS. The fruit is small to
medium size, conical in shape, clear golden-yellow with faint orange flush.
Sweet, quite intensely flavoured, aromatic dessert apple. Firm, dry flesh,
can have a strange, almost tarry taste. Pick – mid October, Season very
late – November to March. We have four specimens in the orchard at
Wisley WF5N (Grid H11) and WF7S.”
John and I visited Wisley and went to the orchard – (if members decide to try
to see this apple, we do suggest that you speak to a member of RHS staff, to
help you locate it). Sigrid of the Wisley Team showed up Weybridge’s High
View Pippin – and the four comparatively small trees. Because of the early
ripening season this year, some fruit had fallen – but our photograph shows
you what the apple looks like. We were allowed to sample the fruit, and it was
delicious, with a definite Cox’s flavour, and Sigrid said, because of the Sturmer cross, would be likely to have good keeping
qualities – so a great apple all round.
Carolyn Pennycook

20 MPH FOR NETHERBY PARK
The residents of Netherby Park are strongly in favour of introducing a 20 mph speed limit in their road. In a survey undertaken
earlier this year there were 67 replies of which 52 were in favour, 10 neutral and 5 against. Safety is cited as being a major
concern especially for children who play in the road; it is worth remembering that Netherby Park is a cul-de-sac with
communal areas which in themselves are highly suited for children play games. The next step is for discussions to take place
with both Elmbridge and Surrey Councillors to determine what options there are and what actions should be taken to
introduce 20 mph limits to Netherby Park. Louis Solway is coordinating the interest of the residents.
Louis Solway

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The following has been received, via email, from Mrs Ward concerning the Autumn edition of the newsletter.
Dear Sir,
I'm getting more than a little tired of the Weybridge Society newsletter’s demonising of Morrisons.
I know the Society was against the whole idea of a Morrisons store in the town for a variety of reasons, some of them rather
flimsy,and now that the store is approaching its opening date, it seems the Society is loth to give up its aggrieved mindset.
"Morrisons Snub Plans for Weybridge War Memorial" is a headline worthy of the "Daily Mail" - why should Morrisons cough
up cash for the floodlighting of the war memorial just because it had permission to build a store further down the road, or
because building the store has caused inconvenience to motorists?
Next item on page 3 is yet another whinge about that very traffic congestion and its impact on alternative routes and local
traders. Traffic through Weybridge was always pretty bad - it's worse now because of the construction of this store - it's being
managed as well as it could be - and it will go back to normal levels once the building work is completed, whether that's next
week or next month. (I note that grudging comment in the copy: "Morrisons, excellent store that it will no doubt be.." Damned
with faint praise indeed!)
On page 4, we have amplified comment on Walton Lane having become a rat-run - again partly blamed on Morrisons' building
works.
The permanent rush-hour congestion around Brooklands retail park is far, far worse than the temporary congestion now
ongoing through Weybridge, which I manage to negotiate on an almost daily basis without finding it anything special. And,
once a year, the really annoying Prudential Ride London Road Race succeeds in causing more aggravation, annoyance and
inconvenience to local residents and traders in the space of one dismal day than Morrisons' roadworks has caused in months.
(Since Victoria Fowles is the only person whose newsletter piece is credited, I am assuming that the other copy originates from
you, as the editor, hence my addressing this response accordingly - and you do ask for feedback! Or perhaps you are not a
single entity, since you take the cloak of anonymity, but a committee?)
Yours sincerely,Jane Ward (Mrs)
Address supplied
Editorial comment: We are pleased to note that works have progressed and the store should be open well before Christmas.
We have not been against a Morrisons store, only considered this one too big in this position.
If you have any comments on the above or any other points please send them to the editor - editor@weybridgesociety.org.uk
.
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PROPOSAL TO ENLARGE HEATHSIDE SCHOOL –An opportunity to improve traffic flow?
Is the Surrey County Council (SCC) proposal to expand Heathside School the catalyst required to improve traffic flows and
reduce congestion in the Brooklands Lane area as well as the rest of Weybridge?
SCC is proposing to raise the student level from 1352 to 1475, around a 9%
increase. Additional intake would start in September 2015 reaching the
full complement in 2020. An application has been made to Elmbridge
Borough Council to vary condition 9 of the current approval to take
account of this increase (see Planning Application 2014/3765 on Page 8).
SSC has issued a consultation document which summarises the background
to the proposal and this can be found on www.surreysays.co.uk/csfschools-commissioning-team/heathsideschool/supporting_documents/110914Heathside%20consultation%20.pdf .
Initial studies have been undertaken to determine the necessary work
required to accommodate the additional intake; this includes the remodelling and possibly demolition/replacement of existing buildings. SSC
states that a decision whether to go ahead with the expansion (in principle) will be taken soon before a detailed application
will be made to Surrey Planning (note Surrey not Elmbridge will make the final decision on Planning Grant, Elmbridge will be a
consultee). The application will contain detailed building and travel plans.
At a public consultation meeting on September 23rd local residents raised concerns regarding the safety of students due to the
heavy congestion in the Brooklands Lane neighbourhood at school start and finish times. Another worrying issue was the
ability of emergency services to access residences in the area. Residents suggested that congestion could be significantly
reduced by opening up a new route through Brooklands College- a suggestion made by the Planning Inspector in 2006. SCC
stated that this option would be considered but there were difficulties as SCC did not own Brooklands College. Those present
felt that these “difficulties” should be discounted and that this option should be vigorously pursued; Philip Hammond, the
Local MP, should be contacted and asked to use his influence in ensuring that the appropriate government departments are
actioned to find a workable (and safe) solution (does the phrase “joined up government” ring any bells?). It is understood that
Philip Hammond is now actively involved.
Currently there is a route through Brooklands College which is used on a few occasions as well as being an access for
emergency services, however it is not considered suitable as a permanent route. In reality access through Brooklands College
perhaps coupled with a coach drop-off and walk through to Heathside is probably the only practical solution that would make
any significant difference and solve the current safety and congestion concerns of local residents.
A condition of the Planning Inspector in 2006 that a travel plan should be produced and regularly updated every six months
has not been fulfilled although it is understood that it is a condition that all Surrey schools should produce and review a travel
plan annually. Weybridge County Councillor Mahne committed at the September 23rd meeting that a travel plan would be
produced for the current student levels as well as for the proposed increase before any planning application is submitted.
Providing a satisfactory solution can be found for the congestion in the Brooklands Lane area the Society welcomes the
expansion of Heathside and the future strategy of focussing its recruitment of students to Weybridge and its immediate
environs.
The expansion of Heathside and the consequential need to fundamentally review traffic congestion provides a catalyst to
consider not only solutions for improving direct access to Heathside but to improve footpaths and cycle paths within
Weybridge. Such improvements would encourage students to walk or cycle to school which, with the addition of school bus
services, would reduce congestion in the surrounding area as well as the rest of Weybridge. The expansion of Heathside
School should be seen as an opportunity for lateral thinking to provide solutions that will benefit all Weybridge residents.
If you have any comments on the proposed expansion of Heathside then please send them to editor@weybridgesociety.org .

LOOKING BACK – LOOKING FORWARD
BACK
2015 is 35 years since the Weybridge Residents Association became WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY (see last newsletter p.4). Requests
have been sent to all past chairmen, asking them to give a short resume of their time in office and achievements for
Weybridge and the Society, to form part of the Spring 2015 newsletter. However, this invitation isn’t exclusively for past
chairmen – and we would like to extend it to you all! If you have an interesting, abiding memory of a Weybridge Society
event or achievement (and there have been many) please let Willie Lister (guest editor for the Spring 2015 newsletter) know –
willie.lister@tescoe.net; 20 Bridge Road, Weybridge KT13 8XT; 01932 849220. He is waiting to hear from you.
FUTURE
The future is perhaps more important than the past. Your suggestions of projects, meetings, topics, community involvement,
etc., would be much appreciated. If you would be interested in joining the Committee, we would be especially pleased to
welcome you. Please contact Dave Arnold Chairman –see Page 8 for details
Thank you – your Committee.
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THE PLANNING PANEL-NOVEMBER 2014
The following information is summarised from the Weybridge Society’s Planning Panel’s records; it is up to date at the time of
writing and we hope that it is a true representation of the panel’s opinion.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS IN WEYBRIDGE NORTH NOVEMBER 2014
47 Thames St. (2014/0884) In the last newsletter we reported this application which is for the conversion of a redundant
warehouse into residential use. The Weybridge Society would normally support such an application, but in this case the
proposal provided poor quality housing and was far too close to a number of other houses. The application was refused by
Elmbridge Council and the applicant appealed against this decision. We are pleased to report that the Inspector dismissed the
appeal on very similar grounds.
Raymond Spary, Joint Chair, Planning Panel
PLANNING APPLICATIONS IN WEYBRIDGE SOUTH NOVEMBER 2014
Heathside Expansion (2014/3765) Surrey has submitted an application to increase the numbers of students from 1352 to
1475. The application has generated over 30 objections due mainly to the un-specified effect on congestion, the Society
supports this view. It is due to be considered at the WAPS meeting on November 24 th (see Page 7 for more details).
Cay-Joachim Creasemann, Joint Chair, Planning Panel
PLANNING APPLICATIONS IN ST. GEORGE’S HILL NOVEMBER 2014
2014/4771 3 blocks of flats. The appeal on this development was refused by the inspector
Godolphin Lodge (2014/2813) An application has been submitted to replace the current house with a much larger home. We
objected to this application in view of the lack of amenity space provided on the site. Peter White, Joint Chair, Planning Panel
PLANNING APPLICATIONS IN OATLANDS PARK NOVEMBER 2014
Alexander House, Beverley Close (2014/2635) This application to install front, side and rear rooflights to a recently
completed house was permitted in September.
159A and159B Queen’s Road (2014/3986) This is a proposal to replace two bungalows with two pairs of semi-detached 4bedroomed two-storey houses with rooms in the roof space. Each house will be provided with 2 parking spaces.
.
Geoffrey Banks, Joint Chair, Planning Panel
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN 2015
January 15th
April 9th

Julian Pooley Surrey History Centre 8 pm St James Hall
AGM 8 pm St James Hall

News Letter Comments - Did anything catch your eye in this newsletter, or would you like to make
a comment to the writer? Your feedback would be appreciated. Please let us know through the
contacts below.
Chairman & Chair Transport Panel
chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Dave Arnold 20 Pine Grove KT13 9AW

COMMITTEE LIST
Vice Chair Main Committee & Footpaths
footpaths@weybridgesociety.org.uk
702843 Richard Marshall 12 Churchfields Avenue KT13 9YA
849513

Membership & Distribution:
membership@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Anne Lindsay Splash Wey Meadows KT13 8XY
Secretary: secretary@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Carolyn Pennycook Redstairs Brooklands Rd KT13 0QZ

854204

Liaison with Local Groups:
liaison@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Barry Judd 13 Barham Close KT13 9PR
Events: events@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Annette Davies 11 Churchill Drive KT13 9HE

853895
844664

848244
Treasurer: treasurer@weybridgesociety.org.uk
John Hanafin 36 Fortescue Road KT13 8XF
Marketing/Communication:
marketing@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Joe Hall 242 Brooklands Road KT13 0RD

702175

Minutes: minutes@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Trevor Tarring 11High Pine Close KT13 9EA
843428
Margaret Wicks 1 The Island Wey Meadows KT13 8GJ
848253

859595
OTHER CONTACTS
Planning South: planning.weysouth@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Planning St. Georges:
Cay-Joachim Crasemann 7 Woodridings, Elgin Rd KT13 8SR
planning.stgeorges@weybridgesociety.org.uk
07704 201126 Peter White 11 Summerleigh KT13 0HE
Planning North: planning.weynorth@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Planning Oatlands:
Raymond Spary Shambles Round Oak KT13 8HT
888214 planning.oatlands@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Geoff Banks 15 Templemere KT13 9PA
Newsletter Editor:newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Education: education@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Web Page Enquiries: webeditor@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Steven Beaumont 36 Radnor Road KT13 8JU

840447

843065
853597

