Hon. Patron – Michael Aspel OBE

Winter 2012

MICHAEL ASPEL
We are pleased to announce that Michael Aspel will be
giving a talk to the Society entitled – ‘Living on Air’. The
subject is ‘an accurate description of earning his keep as
a broadcaster’. Please come along to the Weybridge Hall
Thursday 29th November 2012 in time for an 8pm start.
All are welcome (members and non-members). The
entrance fee, £3.00 per person, will be donated to Sam
Beare Hospice Michael Aspel’s charity of choice.

Would you like to join the
Weybridge Society?
Please contact any
Committee member- see
Page 8

MORRISONS SUPERMARKET APPLICATION REJECTED

It was a packed Chamber at Elmbridge Borough Council on Monday October 15th. To a newcomer at such a niche debate it
appeared civilised - yet clinical. The implications for both Morrisons and Weybridge town were sizeable and the proposed
superstore was ambitious to say the least – an energising conglomerate invading a conservative town or so it seemed.
Weybridge can’t have that priceless corner of town, the rundown old Focus site, disused for long. Yet the Morrisons’
monstrosity wasn’t the answer. Having heard all the arguments, Councillors were pretty agreed that the objections to the
Application (2012/1933) - to wit size, height, position, design, parking, traffic, conservation area, distance from other shops
and so on, so far outweighed the benefits that no votes were cast in favour, a damning outcome for Morrisons. Please see
Page7 for more background information.
Howard Nichols

TWITTER UPDATE

The Society has been experimenting with Twitter since the
spring. We regularly broadcast 140-character snippets of
information on local news, events, and other topics.
Together the Society’s website, Twitter and email updates
are all part of the Society’s e-communications, making it
easy for residents to keep informed in a way that suits
them. We are steadily accumulating Twitter 'followers' who
now number around 150 residents, businesses and other
local organisations, so it seems that people are finding it
valuable. Most recently we have been providing up-to-theminute news items and relevant web links for the
Morrisons’ planning application and were able to announce
the result to our followers the same evening that the
decision was taken.
Twitter is not just a way for celebrities to embarrass
themselves, it is in fact a very useful
way of keeping informed on just about
any topic you may be interested in.
However it’s hard to appreciate its
value without actually trying it out.
Twitter can be accessed through the
web, or more conveniently using an
‘app’ on a PC or a smartphone, which
allows you to organise the information

to suit your interests and combine it with other message
streams such as Facebook and text messages. To get
started, have a look at the Society’s Twitter page at
www.twitter.com/weybridgesoc . There are plenty of online
tutorials available, just type ‘Twitter Tutorial’ into a search
engine to find them. We welcome your feedback on this
service and any other thoughts you have about how we
develope our online communications. You can do this via
the ‘Contact Us’ page on the website.
Sally Bean

OATLANDS: PALACE AND PARK

The January meeting of Weybridge Society will be held on
Thursday 24 January, 2013 starting at 8pm in St James'
Church Parish Centre, Weybridge. The speaker will be Barry
Hylton Davies Guide/Lecturer at Hampton Court Palace and
volunteer guide at Painshill Park. His illustrated talk will be
entitled “OATLANDS: PALACE AND PARK”. Oatlands Palace
- Oatlands House and Park: the two are often mistaken for
one another. In fact, they were very different in nature,
emanated from different times, and were sited at separate albeit neighbouring locations. Both have contributed to the
rich history of Weybridge. All are welcome: Members of
Weybridge Society free of charge - £3 for guests

www.weybridgesociety.org.uk
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BACHMANNS PATISSIERS HAS COME TO WEYBRIDGE

If you have been wondering what is happening to the shop next door to the Weybridge Hall,
previously known as Establishment Menswear, here is the answer! The shop is now full of
craftsmen working hard to transform the shop into a glorious continental style Patisserie.
Bachmanns Patissiers was originally established in Thames Ditton in
1989 by Ernst Bachmann. Over the years, it has won 25 national
awards for patisserie, chocolate and bakery products - including UK's
Best Patisserie three times. Its most recent awards were for product
innovation for its Rocher filled chocolate Christmas pudding and
Artisan Bread.
Now run by Chris Bachmann and Pastry Chef Greg Cadoni, the new
shop is now under construction and may be ready in time for the
Weybridge Hall opening. Bachmanns will be serving its usual array of
first class gateaux, pastries, celebration cakes and chocolates, and
customers will be able to pick up artisan bread, croissants and award
winning Danish pastries, all of which will be made on the premises. There will be a modest amount
of seating, perfect for having a slice of cake and a cup of good coffee, but the shop will primarily
concentrate on retailing.

WEYBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL LATEST
This note is being written before the
Open Day at the Hall takes place on
October 20th, but you'll be reading it
after it's happened. So we hope you
went and had a good time. More
importantly, we hope you noticed what
a great asset for the Weybridge
community the Hall has already become
after its redecoration. Even if you
weren't able to attend, do notice the new street doors
funded by the generosity of Max Clifford as you walk by.
They achieve the objective of the Hall Partnership of
making the Hall look more inviting and open for business.
To recap, the Partnership is between Elmbridge Borough
Council, owners of the Hall; DC Leisure, their contracted
management agents; Friends of Weybridge Hall, who get
the credit for starting the present programme of reviving
the Hall; and Weybridge Society, whose aims are perfectly
met by the Partnership's programme.
It helps our contribution to the street scene on this part of
Church Street that part of the former 'Establishment' shop
next door has a new tenant - Bachmann's patisserie who
plan to open their shop the same day as the Open Day by
providing some of their delicious cakes and pastries. Again,
if you missed that chance to try them then, there's nothing
to stop you calling in next time you're in town. Bachmann's
in fact have taken only the larger part of the Establishment
shop, leaving a small unit, which is actually part of the Hall,
for the Council to let. If you know anybody who might like
it, please let us know as it helps the economics of the Hall.
The Hall offers a great space for every kind of activity from
toddler groups to adult PE; concerts from choral to rock;
exhibitions from art to hobbies; and shopping from factory
EMAIL ADDRESSES

outlets to bring and buy sales. Of special
interest to dancers, it has a proper
sprung floor. There's even a hope that we
will be able occasionally to re-live its
earlier glory days as a cinema. In the
1980s Weybridge Society put on several
film shows in the ‘cinema’ and it would
be good to repeat this decade.
Although the Partnership has been in
existence now for over a year, this is still a 'work in
progress' story. Members' suggestions for new uses, and
even better for new hirers, will be very welcome. The
Committee members responsible for representing the
Society in the Partnership are Barry Judd and Trevor
Tarring. Weybridge Society is holding its next public
meeting in Weybridge Hall on Thursday 29 November at 8
p.m. when our Patron, Michael Aspel OBE, will tell us
about his life ‘Living on Air’’. Entrance is £3.00, and
monies raised will be donated to Michael’s charity of
choice, Sam Beare Hospice.
Article by Trevor Tarring

WEYBRIDGE TOWN CHRISTMAS PARTY

Weybridge Town Business Group is holding its second
town event on Saturday 24th November 2012. Activities will
take place in three locations – in front of The Ship Hotel,
The Quadrant and Baker Street. There will be a Hog Roast,
Jacket Potatoes, Fun Rides, Lucky Dip and Raffle. There will
be music provided by Brooklands Radio. Proceeds will be
donated to charities - Sam Beare and the Local Scouts.
Weybridge Society hopes to have a stall in Baker Street.

If you would like to receive information via the email about Society activities and other events in Weybridge, then please
make sure you send your current email address to our webmaster at webmaster@weybridgesociety.org.uk If you have
changed your email address, please inform our webmaster.
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HEATHSIDE SCHOOL PRESENTATION EVENING 2012
Each year Weybridge Society sponsors two awards for Heathside School
students, one is for History and the other for Sixth Form Contributions to the
Community. Ms. A Shakespeare, Vice Principal of Heathside, in thanking the
Society for its continued support, reported the following:
“This year the Award for History went to Morgan Voges who gained full marks
on three out of four modules on her
History course. She will be continuing
her studies at Esher College.
The Award for Sixth Form Contributions
to the Community went to Barnabus
Eccles. He has shown himself to be an
extremely hard worker and has spent
much time volunteering to teach
younger students at Sunday school and
mentoring in a local Primary school. He
is volunteering in youth work in a church
in South Africa before continuing his
studies at Winchester”.
On behalf of Weybridge Society, our
Treasurer,
Margaret Wicks,
and
Membership Secretary, Anne Lindsay, attended the event. They said it was very
enjoyable, and the achievements of Heathside students were very impressive.
Photos supplied by Nik Bartrum

WEYBRIDGE LAND CHARITY
It was inspiring to learn that Weybridge Society had decided to help the work of the Weybridge Land Charity by
donating a proportion of the proceeds of the society's summer party. The charity is one that effectively supports many needy
people in the area. The backing of such a prominent organisation is very welcome. It recognises the reputation that the
charity has for putting funds to effective use.
There are over 900 people in Weybridge who receive state benefits. Many of these people live on under £100 per week. This
has to pay for food, clothing, heating and lighting etc. This leaves little for larger items such as fridges, cookers and furniture.
This is where the charity's grant committee can act quickly to help out someone in difficult circumstances. These often arise,
unfortunately, when the local housing association (Paragon) rehouse people of very limited means into uncarpeted and
unfurnished accommodation. The charity tries to provide a minimal standard of living in these circumstances.
We are keen to do more to support the poor elderly who are very reluctant to seek help. Some of them are in very dire
circumstances. If any of your members are aware of elderly in need, encourage them to ask the CAB, their health visitor or
Housing Association to ask the Charity to supply food vouchers or essential items of furniture which they struggle to afford or
do without.
The Charity has two aid schemes, a general Christmas distribution (to 265 applicants last year) and the Emergency Aid scheme
mention above which is paid throughout the year. The charity paid out almost £43,000 under both these schemes last year.
The society's contribution has been applied to a particular emergency application.
The effectiveness of the charity depends on maintaining a healthy stream of income, an efficient means of identifying and
approving genuine requests but reacting and supporting quickly when the need arises.
The recognition of the charity by the Society is very helpful in achieving its goals.
Thank you very much.
Graham Winton Chairman Weybridge Land Charity.
MEMBERSHIP

The strength of any organisation is in its membership, and we urge all members to recruit at least one new member this
year. The membership application form can be downloaded from the website (www.weybridgesociety.org.uk) or hard
copies are available from the Secretary and other committee members.
Incidentally, if you know of a lapsed member, please encourage them to rejoin – and if your own membership needs
renewing, please send your subscription to the Treasurer.
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TREES IN WEYBRIDGE

Trees in Weybridge have been an enduring feature of our town
and wider area, and many have the protection of Tree
Preservation Orders. In the early 1960s Weybridge Society
(then called Weybridge Residents’ Association) undertook a
survey of the trees in the town, using as inspiration a quotation
from Henry Brooke ‘Hardly a street could not be improved, if
someone could give thought to planting the right trees in the
right places’.
In the survey, trees all over Weybridge were photographed and
suggestions made as to where new trees might enhance the
environment and street scene. Perhaps most interestingly was
a comment regarding the triangle of land at the end of
Monument Road at its junction with Monument Hill. This area
has caused much comment in the current 2012 plans for the
proposed
Morrisons’ Store
on the Focus
site.
In approximately 1960, the then Walton and Weybridge Urban District Council
cut down a large and apparently healthy Lime tree on the ‘triangle’ in order to
facilitate the erection of a street light. They replaced the tree, to quote the
Society’s survey, with ‘a trifling Cherry tree’. Amongst the Society’s proposals
to the Council to improve and add to the tree scene in Weybridge was the
suggestion that this ‘cherry’ be replaced by a London Plane, or similar. The
cost in 1960 was estimated to be £5 for the tree and labour, 15/- (about 75p)
for the iron stake, and £2 for fertiliser and soil. This suggestion was obviously
taken up, as the London Plane now on the ‘triangle’ definitely confirms, making
this tree more than 50 years old.
The photographs show the ‘triangle’ in 1960 with the ‘trifling cherry’, and a
picture of the London Plane today. This tree is under threat of felling, in order
to make way for a roundabout connected with the expected traffic flows
caused by the redevelopment of the Focus site.

THE ST GEORGES 7.45am TRAFFIC JAM

You might have wondered why there is a traffic jam which starts
promptly at 7.45 every morning. The jam is caused by tradesmen
working in St George’s Hill. They are prevented from entering the
estate by security guards until 7.45am. The waiting tradesmen park
wherever they can near the two main entrances at Old Avenue and
Brooklands Road. They cause a range of problems to other road
users, particularly cyclists who are forced to the centre of the road
to overtake on a particularly dangerous part of the road. Pathways
are blocked by vans on the pavement preventing mothers with
prams and invalid vehicles from passing. Residents are put in danger
exiting their drives by vehicles preventing a clear view to the road. In
the photograph a lorry has been refused access and is attempting a
U-turn in Brooklands Road. At the threshold time (7.45am) the
tradesmen descend on the entrances in mass, blocking the roads
and causing congestion knock on effect in the whole of Weybridge for
Lorry attempting a u-turn in Broadlands
a considerable period. Ward Councillors Brian Fairclough and Peter
Harman arranged a meeting with representatives from major developers, residents from areas near the entrances, St Georges
Residents Association; the Weybridge Society was represented by Tony Palmer. Views and frustrations from all sides were
aired. We are hoping a sensible resolution will be reached.
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CHRISTINE BEST - A tribute
A unique life of musical service to Weybridge choirs and students ended on
October 2nd with the passing of St James’ Church’s Director of Music, Christine
Best, after a year-long illness. Chris’s funeral was held at St. James’ on October
14th and was attended by about 550 of her church family, friends, choristers and
former students: she would have been delighted at the thought (as Guy Beringer
observed in his Eulogy) that such numbers required a beer tent for the overflow.
Later everyone shared stories - and there were many - of a true character.
Five months ago 450 fans attended a splendid Five Choirs Concert at St James’
Church to celebrate Chris’s inspirational leadership in the musical life of
Weybridge. The five Weybridge choirs, which she had directed for many years,
were the St James’ Church Choir, Weybridge Male Voice Choir, Treble Clef Ladies’
Choir, St James C of E Primary School Choir and The Weyward Singers. Each choir
sang four works then the 220 choristers combined to blast the roof off with four
closing numbers in a ‘tsunami of sound’. Chris said afterwards “This has been the
most wonderful night of my life.”
Christine Mary Best was born in Walton on 1st January 1945. She went to Woking
Grammar School and then to Whitelands College of Education to study English and Drama, becoming part of the musical life of
the College, studying with Gordon Reynolds, Master of Music at Hampton Court Palace (it was her mother who had given
Christine and her brother John the gift of music - and who had paid for her organ lessons) Soon she began to play the organ at
St Michael’s Church.
Accompanist to the Weybridge Male Voice Choir she became their MD in 1985 and four years later helped to found the Treble
Clef Ladies’ Choir and became their MD. Her successful teaching career found her as Deputy Head of St James C of E School,
then a Governor, and later Head Teacher of St Mary’s Junior School in Long Ditton. Throughout, Chris gave free piano, organ
and singing lessons to generations of Weybridge children, encouraging everyone to fulfil their promise. She also coached many
adult singers for RSCM or Guild of Church Music medals.
Christine Best BA Cert Ed. ACertCM. was an outstanding accompanist, organist and conductor and singer. She became
Director of Music at St James’ Church in 1983 and this became her musical and spiritual home. She adored concerts and
performances and bringing music to the people. She was the Surrey Herald Woman of the Year in 1990 because of her
charitable work in Weybridge and she also won the Maynard Prize in 2008 in the Archbishops’ Award of the Guild of Church
Musicians. She was proud to be an Honorary Member of the Guild.
Howard Nichols

THE NEW WALTON BRIDGE

Although outside the Weybridge immediate area, Walton Bridge is an
important part of our local traffic and road network. Members of your
committee have attended the public meetings in Walton (at the Cecil
Hepworth Playhouse) staged by Costains and Surrey County Council to
explain the progress of work in connection with the new Walton
bridge.
This major civil engineering
project is a truly aweinspiring undertaking and
the
work
undertaken
below ground and in the
river, preparing the site for
the bridge, has seemed as
huge as the bridge itself.
Although some residents and businesses close to the work have experienced often
considerable inconvenience, it is remarkable that the work has been undertaken
with such minimum effect on traffic flows at this amazingly busy point.
At the time of writing the arches for the bridge are being delivered, and our
photograph shows the huge specialist crane that is in place to help move the 1200
tons of steelwork that was made in Chepstow and is being transported to Walton
in 50 m lengths. It has been anticipated that the bridge will be open in mid 2013,
and the final work on the complete area will be finished in 2014.
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Members will remember that several years ago Weybridge Society purchased a
sculpture from Zimbabwe, designed and made by Godfrey William, and that it was
displayed at an Annual General Meeting. The idea was that is should be placed in the
Riverside Picnic Area adjacent to the car park in Walton Lane. Weybridge Society had
campaigned for this area to be improved under its Thames Gate-Wey Project.
Planning Permission was sought and received from Elmbridge Borough Council to put
the sculpture there, and quotations sought to make a suitable plinth and erect it. The
cost to do this has proved prohibitive and despite donations and a very generous offer
from a member, your committee decided at its meeting on 1 October that it was
impossible to go ahead. The Sculpture was placed in the garden of Anne Lindsay, our
membership secretary. Those attending our last few Summer Parties at ‘Splash’, Wey
Meadows, will have seen it. Your committee has sought alternative sites that would
not need a costly plinth – but fears of vandalism or other damage to the sculpture led
them to the decision that the sculpture should stay in Anne’s garden for the time
being.
However, at the request of John Simpson through whom the sculpture was purchased,
it was displayed at St Mary’s Church, Oatlands’ Flower Festival in early October. The photograph shows it in the Church.

MORE LOCALISM:--WHAT IS WEYBRIDGE? HOW WILL
ELMBRIDGE MANAGE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT?
Since the 1970s Elmbridge Borough has consisted of
several small towns, but it is only an administrative area
rather than an actual place. My atlas only shows an
Elmbridge in Worcestershire! As an example of the scope
for confusion, visitors driving in from M25 now see a sign
on the Wey Bridge saying “Welcome to Elmbridge”. The
old sign for Weybridge there has disappeared. Visitors
hoping to find a Weybridge sign somewhere may perhaps
keep on driving till they reach Byfleet! The sign on the
bridge to announce this boundary of Weybridge should
surely be brought back, and there could perhaps be one
also on Oatlands Drive where Weybridge parts from
Walton. There is an excellent welcoming sign for
Weybridge at the roundabout where Seven Hills Road joins
Queens Road, but that is not the route the signs from the
A3 send people (they are sent up Brooklands Road).
Perhaps we are trying to resist invasion!
To be clear about the Weybridge boundaries, for the
purposes of local plans Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC)
defines Weybridge as the four wards within the ‘West
Area’, which are Weybridge North, Weybridge South,
Oatlands and St Georges Hill. The Weybridge population is
about 16% of the whole of Elmbridge. As a further puzzle,
‘Weybridge’ does not include Weybridge Trading Estate.
This, though a place of local employment, is not in
Weybridge at all but in ‘Runnymede’, the neighbouring
Borough north of the river Wey. Runnymede, with signs
on the same bridge, is nevertheless quite a way off from
the actual Runnymede near Windsor. Confused?
Under new legislation, Elmbridge (EBC) has to prepare an
‘Investment Development Plan’ (ID) for Weybridge, and a
Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) to show that
the public has been consulted. As a start to this process,
on the 6th September EBC held a ‘workshop’ for
Weybridge at Weybridge Centre, attended by the Chief of

Planning, Richard Morris, and Mark Behrendt, the Planning
Policy Officer, plus other officers, and members of the
public, the majority from Weybridge Society.
The purpose of the consultation workshop was to identify
concerns and views on land allocation, either to green
spaces, employment areas, or residential and mixed
developments, while also considering the requirements for
infrastructure, transport, schools, health, drains, parking
etc. What sort of new jobs and housing should there be in
Weybridge? The Council will try to summarise in due
course what ideas it gleaned from the four groups into
which we were divided at the workshop. We noted a
decline of employment in engineering but growth in
education, e.g. Brooklands College. Clearly Weybridge is
now mostly residential, with many people working outside
the area (in London and internationally), and a core of
retired people and others working from home. The
population is also quite international, due to Heathrow.
Most people are ‘incomers’ of up to 40 years, with just a
few indigenous residents who have watched the place
change since before the 1939-45 War. What new
employers might people welcome, apart from continuous
house-building activity? We agreed that schools and
health services are vital parts of the infrastructure. Roads
remain a major constraint due to narrow through routes
and widespread local dependency on cars to reach beyond
normal walking distance. The Council’s exercise last year
to describe local ‘character areas’ demonstrated how
varied Weybridge’s housing is, with a delightful lack of
uniformity, as many small piecemeal developments have
replaced older houses. Some parts could even be called
higgledy-piggledy, but usually enhanced by a variety of
trees. Character apart, what is Weybridge special for, and
what do members think that should that be in the future?
Richard Marshall
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THE PLANNING PANEL-OCTOBER 2012

The following information is summarised from the Weybridge Society’s Planning Panel’s records; it is up to date at the time of
writing and we hope that it is a true representation of the panel’s opinion.
MORRIONS (PLANNING APPLICATION 2012/1933)
The Planning and Transport Panels have been active in considering all aspects of Morrisons’ Planning Application to build a
Superstore on the Focus site and 2 offices on Monument Hill. The project has attracted widespread interest and more than
700 letters of objection have been registered.
Whilst the presence of a Morrisons’ store in Weybridge would be widely welcomed, there are a number of aspects to the
Application which are of major concern. These include the impact of the additional traffic with a new roundabout on
Monument Hill, the very large length and height of the proposed store close to the road, both in relation to the needs of the
local residents and the Conservation Area. Also the availability of adequate parking to accommodate both employees and
shoppers, the impact on the existing retailers/ service providers in the area, the impact on residents in the vicinity, the loss of
rights of way for pedestrians, the loss of amenity and green space in the Conservation Area. The construction of a very large
and dominant structure which seems out of character in the Conservation Area and the minimal size of any contribution
Morrisons is proposing to make for affordable housing and other infrastructural requirements in the area.
A detailed Letter of Objection was sent to The Head of Planning at Elmbridge identifying these concerns and requesting they
be satisfactorily addressed or the application is refused.
The Weybridge Society has now seen the reports of both Surrey County Council and Elmbridge Council both recommending
refusal. A late letter has been written to ask the Councilors to extend and improve the reasons for refusal. On the weekend
just before the Council meeting Morrisons published a leaflet about a proposed improvement. Your Society sent another late
letter to say that it would appear that the Morrisons' leaflet, widely distributed over this weekend, is a last minute effort to
delay the decision on an application to which there has been overwhelming opposition from residents starting 5 months ago.
The Weybridge Society will continue to monitor all aspects of the progress of the application pending its final resolution.
Phil Watson
(Please note the Morrisons’ application was rejected by Elmbridge Council after this article was submitted- Ed)
PLANNING APPLICATIONS IN WEYBRIDGE SOUTH – OCTOBER 2012
ST MARTINS COURT, YORK ROAD (2012/0156 and 2012/0986)
The two applications for a single -storey detached building in the car park behind St Martin’s Court to house two offices were
rejected by an inspector at the end of September after representations from the Society and residents. In her decision the
inspector said that the introduction of a building on this site would result in a “prominent and intrusive feature out of keeping
with the site’s context” and “would materially harm the character and appearance of the area”. She also stated that “good
design is a key aspect of sustainable development, is indivisible from good planning and should contribute positively to making
places better for people”. The proposals “would not function well or add to the quality of the area.... They would not reflect
or respect the characteristics of the area, and would not integrate into the built environment, let alone raise the standard of
design more generally in the area. Neither scheme would achieve the high standards that the [National Planning Policy]
Framework and local policies seek.”
BEECHFIELD, 22 HANGER HILL (2012/3322)
Following a failed appeal for application 2012/1933, the developers recently submitted a new scheme for 4 instead of 6 family
homes on the site of the former nursing home opposite the Cricket Green. The Society’s main objections to the original plans,
along with the inspector’s comments, appear to have been addressed in this new application. The deadline for comments is
24 October.
Robin Clarke, Joint Chair, Planning Panel
PLANNING APPLICATIONS IN WEYBRIDGE NORTH

OCTOBER 2012

FORMER PORTMORE DENTAL PRACTICE AT 4 BALFOUR RD
(2006/2047,2007/1838,1840 & 1859, 2011/0460,6301,2012/2759)
In the last newsletter we were pleased to report that the application to
build on the rear car park of this property had been refused on appeal. Red
Balloon Nurseries Limited has received planning permission to use the
existing house as a nursery, with the car park being used for a small outside
play area as well as parking. This seems to be a very good outcome after
the long saga of unsuitable applications to build on virtually the entire site.

4 Balfour Road
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LAND OFF DARNLEY PARK (2012/1097 & 3122)
Both of these applications are for a single 2 storey house, with rooms in the roof, on the land of Nicholson House, which goes
through from Darnley Park to Thames Street. The first application has been refused because it would not be an “efficient use
of land” as it blocks an already approved development of Nicholson House, which would provide 3 terraced houses. Virtually
all the residents of Darnley Park object to the proposals to build this house on the grounds that such development does not fit
into the street scene. The Planning Officer for Elmbridge Council indicated that there was no problem with the design or
position of the proposed house. The applicant has asked the Council to reconsider the matter of “efficient use of land”.
Raymond Spary, Joint Chair, Planning Panel
PLANNING APPLICATIONS IN OATLANDS PARK OCTOBER 2012
LAND AT 18-22, BARHAM CLOSE (2010/0584 AND 2012/1708)
The application (0584) to build three terraces of four three-storey houses, was allowed on appeal 15th February 2012.
However the developer failed to acquire the whole site required for the development and has applied (1708) for permission to
build the development in two phases. This new application was refused by the council in September.

1. ST. MARY’S FLATS, VICTORIA WAY (2012/2679)
This application is for a block of 5 two-bed flats after demolition of a total of 14 existing garages. Only five new parking spaces
are to be provided. The Weybridge Society objected to this proposal because the net loss of 9 parking spaces coupled with the
increase of 5 flats would exacerbate the serious pre-existing parking congestion problems in the surrounding residential roads.
The application is due to be considered by the West Area Planning Committee on November 5 th.
Geoff Banks, Joint Chair, Planning Panel

WAR MEMORIAL UPDATE
Since writing the article for the last newsletter, despite Councillor Peter Harman’s (St George’s Hill Ward) sterling efforts, we
have received confirmation from Surrey County Council of their, quite frankly, astonishing refusal to fund, i.e. adopt and
maintain, the proposed lighting system once installed and I am sorry to have to report, therefore, that the project has ground
to a halt. On the one hand, the County Council gives but, with the other, it taketh away!
The Society remains committed to implementing the scheme as designed but the future does not look good if we cannot find a
party to fund the running costs(insurance/electricity/maintenance). I urge all members, therefore, to lobby their County
Councillor to see if we can achieve a change of heart or, alternatively, if anyone has any bright ideas about how we could,
possibly, get around the current impasse, please let me know.
Barry Judd
News Letter Comments
Did anything catch your eye in this newsletter, or would you like to make a comment to the writer? Your feedback would be
appreciated. Please let us know through the contacts below.

