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TO JOIN
THE WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY

The Next Meeting of the

WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY

Please contact
any committee member
see back of this newsletter

will be held on

MONDAY 18 JANUARY 2010
at 8 p.m. in the large hall

St James’ Church Centre, Weybridge

“You are at risk of flooding. Have your say. We (the
EA) have developed a draft flood risk management
strategy to manage the risk of flooding and its impacts for
you and your community. We need your views on the
strategy.
Let us know what you think by visiting
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/lts. Paper copies (and
feedback forms) are available for you to read in your local
library. (details are available in Weybridge Library – editor).
Have your say about our plans to reduce flood risk.
Currently 15,000 residential properties within the Lower
Thames floodplain from Datchet to Teddington are at a 1%
risk of flooding in any one year. Our recommendations
include building flood diversion channels, improving river weir
structures, providing some localised protection for groups of
houses and a range of other ways of managing the
floodplain.”

(ample parking in Churchfields Car Park)

The Speaker will be

Paul Bentley

Director of Strategy at Ashford & St Peter’s
Hospitals NHS Trust
who will take as his subject

“An Update on all changes
and improvements
to your NHS Hospitals”
Members free – Guests £1

Come along and hear what is happening at Ashford
and St Peter’s Hospitals from the Director of Strategy,
Paul Bentley, and put your questions and concerns to
him.

The Environment Agency held exhibitions during October
when officers were present to explain the strategy, and
answer questions. Closing date for comments is 4 December
2009, and Weybridge Society Planning Panel will be
submitting their views in due course. The postal address for
responses is ‘Lower Thames Strategy feedback, Environment
Agency, Swift House, Frimley Business Park, Frimley, Surrey,
GU16 7SQ. continued over page

LOWER THAMES FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT
STRATEGY

The River Wey and Wey Navigation flow into the Thames not
far from the area where the Environment Agency anticipates
the outflow from the new flood alleviation channel they hope
to create on the Shepperton side will enter the Thames, just
near D’Oyly Carte Island. They also propose to cut away
between 3m and 4m of land from the Walton Lane side of the
Desborough Cut, to widen the channel, so Weybridge is
implicated in these proposals. The following is quoted from a
notice published by the Environment Agency about the Lower
Thames
Flood
Risk
Management
Strategy.:
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Sam Beare Hospice Emergency Appeal
Did You Know

Distraction Burglary - Bogus Callers
Civic Trust Initiative

Archive of Newsletters

Churchfield House Nursery
Dog Control Orders

A report of visit by the Secretary and a member of the
Planning Panel to the Environment Agency’s presentation at
Staines Community Centre on 1 October 2009, to view the
flood alleviation plans is reproduced in full on Weybridge
Society’s website – www.weybridgesociety.org.uk - and the
following is a précis of the main points raised:-

Although affecting parts of the borough, the crime of distraction
burglary was not currently prevalent in Weybridge. Desborough
Island continued to be a problem area and now had a Section 13
order placed on it, which prohibited drinking in public, and the
offence carries a £80 fixed penalty fine. The loss of a dedicated
River Thames police officer was also regretted.
PC Bowen announced that he would be retiring from the police
in September 2010, and it was agreed that he would be greatly
missed. His work as the Weybridge neighbourhood officer, along
with the PCSOs Mark and Helen, had made and continues to
make, significant improvements to crime prevention and
reduction in the area.
The next meeting of the Neighbourhood Panel would be on 19
November 2009, at 7.00 in St James’ Church Centre. Residents
are encouraged to attend, and bring their concerns regarding
policing matters in Weybridge to the attention of the
Neighbourhood Policing team at these meetings.

“The strategy, anticipated cost £300 million, to reduce risk
and impact of flooding, if adopted, will take several years to
implement. Weirs would be improved first, but flood
diversion channels, requiring planning permissions, would
take longer. Water from channels would enter Thames north
of D’Oyly Carte Island - how would this impinge on
Weybridge, and water entering from Wey Navigation close
by? The “new” Walton Bridge and flood areas by the
Victorian viaduct and the water flow had apparently not been

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY FOR WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY

After a gap of several years, when our Treasurer, Andrew Davis
has continued to handle all membership matters, in addition to
his ‘financial’ responsibilities, we are pleased to announce that
Maggie Alderman, who was elected to the Committee at the
Annual General Meeting in April this year (2009) has kindly
agreed to take on the responsibilities of Membership Secretary.
These will include welcoming new members, following up lapsed
ones, and of course encouraging new ones. She will be fully
supported by the Committee, and Andrew who will of course
continue to receive the subscriptions and standing orders as
usual, will inform Maggie of changes.

considered in the strategy. The Desborough Cut would be
widened by three to four metres on the right hand, Thames
Path side (Walton Lane) - but why not on the Island side?.

DISTRACTION BURGLARY – BOGUS CALLERS

On Monday, 28 September at the Weybridge Centre agencies
including the Police, Fire & Rescue services, Elmbridge
Borough Council, Trading Standards, and the Elmbridge
Community Safety Partnership held an information forum to
launch ‘Awareness Week’, supported by a musical drama
production by the Solomon Theatre about Bogus Callers. The
Mayor of Elmbridge, Cllr James Vickers and county and local
councillors attended, along with members of the Weybridge
Centre, and the general public.

Maggie has been a resident of Weybridge for about 25 years,
and worked as a teacher in Surrey for 22, and is now a
Neighbourhood Watch Street Co-ordinator. She is a valued
member of our Committee, and her willingness to take on the
Membership Secretary role is much appreciated.
You may also notice that Anne Lindsay, our Distribution Officer for
the newsletter now has a dedicated email address, to which any
comments about delivery of newsletters may be directed, in
addition to telephoning her.

Nicholas Owen, the well-known newsreader opened the
proceedings urging the audience to be particularly alert to
bogus callers – or distraction burglary as it is sometimes
known. Anyone can be duped by such criminals, but it is
often the elderly and vulnerable who are the main targets.
Police Officer Mark Howells, the Crime Reduction Officer for
the area endorsed these comments, and drew attention to
the various leaflets and safety aids displayed in the hall. A
copy of one of these leaflets is enclosed with this newsletter
– if you have any doubts about your doorstep caller, ring
Surrey Police 999 or 0845 125 2222, or the agency which the
caller claims to represent. Before you answer the door, Stop
and consider if you are expecting anyone, and make sure the
back door is locked; put the Chain on your door before
opening it, and then Check the visitor’s ID, preferably by
telephone. Only when you are completely satisfied should
you let anyone into your home.

DEATH OF ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF THE SOCIETY

It was with regret that we learned from his son of the death
of John Guillaume, who, with Hilary Eve of Gerald Eve & Co,
and Peter Preston founded Weybridge Society. He was well
known in the town, having been the lead partner in the
solicitors’ practice, and a great campaigner for Weybridge.
An interesting note about John was, that at the age of three,
he presented the bouquet of flowers to HRH Princess
Beatrice at the opening of the Weybridge Cottage Hospital
(on the site of the current Hospital/Sam Beare Hospice).
There are pictures of this event in Elmbridge Museum, which
took place on 27 June 1928.

DID YOU KNOW

POLICE NEIGHBOURHOOD PANEL

At the last meeting of the Police Neighbourhood group, PC
Richard Bowen reported on the slight increase in crime in the
area, which included car thefts and builders and gardeners
vans were also being targeted. After the last meeting, the
police had concentrated on the traffic and pedestrian
dangers around the network of roads at Weybridge Station –
resulting in many fines for traffic turning right from Brooklands Road into St George’s Avenue.
Residents present chose the area of Oatlands Village/
allotments/bowling green for special attention from the police
for the next priority.
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In 1816, just after the end of the Napoleonic Wars, a scheme was
muted to ‘shorten’ the River Thames at Weybridge, but the scheme
was ill conceived, and was abandoned. A hundred years later in
1914, the scheme was proposed again, but work was stopped
because of the outbreak of the First World War. However, in the
1930s a new channel was cut by the Thames Conservancy Board to
bypass the most northerly loop of the Thames at Weybridge – thus
‘shortening’ it. Lord Desborough, the then Chairman of the Thames
Conservancy officially opened it in 1935, and the cut was named
after him. The cut created Desborough Island. (Information from
Weybridge Past, by Neil White, published Phillimore, and archives at
Elmbridge Museum to whom our thanks are expressed).
Because of the Environment Agency’s current proposal to widen the
Desborough Cut on the Weybridge side, please see the Lower
Thames Flood Risk Management proposals elsewhere in this
newsletter.

CIVIC TRUST SOUTH EAST AND THE NEW
CIVIC SOCIETY INITIATIVE

SEASONAL FLU – PROTECT YOURSELF AND OTHERS
The Central Office of Information, on behalf of the
Department of Health has requested that the following be included in the newsletter, and we are happy to add it here :
“Free vaccinations against seasonal flu are available for people aged 65 and over and for adults and children aged 6
months to 65 years in certain risk categories from October
2009.
Amid all the publicity surrounding swine flu, it is important
not to under estimate the impact of seasonal flu. Every year
it accounts for approximately 8,000 deaths. It can bring on
serious complications for people in “at risk” groups and lead
to other serious illnesses such as pneumonia. In the average
winter, up to 15% of the population will be affected.
All people aged 65 and over qualify for the free annual
seasonal flu jab, and in addition adults and children aged six
months to 65 years with the following conditions should also
contact their GP for a free seasonal flu jab:
a heart problem; a chest complaint or breathing difficulties
including, bronchitis, emphysema a kidney disease lowered
immunity due to disease or treatment (such as steroid
medication or cancer treatment) a liver disease had a stroke
or a transient ischaemic attack (TIA) diabetes a neurological
condition e.g. multiple sclerosis (MS) or cerebral palsy a
problem with, or removal of, their spleen e.g. sickle cell
disease.
The jab can never offer 100% protection from seasonal flu,
but does have a success rate of between 70 and 80% while
others are more likely to get milder symptoms. Don’t forget,
the seasonal flu jab does not protect against swine flu.
Patients with seasonal flu typically have a fever or a high
temperature (over 38°C / 100.4°F) and two or more of the
following symptoms: unusual tiredness - headache - runny
nose - sore throat - shortness of breath or cough - loss of
appetite - aching muscles - diarrhoea and/or vomiting.
In those circumstances you should stay at home, keep warm
and rest, let a member of your family or friend know that you
are ill, drink plenty of liquids and eat what you can. If you are
in an at risk group or your symptoms get worse and you have
chest pains or experience shortness of breath, you should
contact your GP. Seasonal flu peaks each winter between December and March, which is why the Department of Health
is urging those in the at risk groups and those aged 65 and
over to make sure they get their free jab now before flu starts
to circulate.”
(Members will have heard that vaccines for Swine Flu are
being sent to GPs throughout the country, and those known
to be at risk of serious complications from the illness will be
contacted by their GP to have the vaccination.)

“I attended the Civic Trust South East conference on 26
September which was hosted by the Guildford Society. 46
societies were represented out of the 125 on the CTSE
database.
Following the demise of the national umbrella body, the Civic
Trust, we have affiliated to the new Civic Society Initiative.
Tony Burton, the Director of the Initiative, after describing
the national progress towards reforming an umbrella body,
sought in workshop sessions for views on how neighbouring
societies should best network together and what sort of
national body was still needed to take on Parliament. He said
there are over 1000 civic societies representing over 250,000
people in the UK, whose voice can influence Government.
There were talks from English Heritage, Anne Milton the
Guildford MP, and Laura Sandys (daughter of the founder of
the Civic Trust), all indicating the need for vigilance and
interaction with Government bodies, not least in matters of
regional strategic planning.
The South East group is autonomous and keen to enable
neighbouring societies to cooperate on matters of common
local interest. The new national umbrella body is still
developing a structure.
Its website is www.civicsocietyinitiative.org.uk”
Richard Marshall (Richard is a member of the main
committee, and recent past Chairman of the society.)
OFFICIAL OPENING OF BROOKLANDS FM
On Wednesday, 7th October Brooklands FM was officially ‘opened’ in
its new premises on the second
floor of the Weybridge Library
building, above the first floor
Elmbridge Museum. The Mayor of
Elmbridge, Cllr James Vickers cut
the tape to the studio where
broadcasting was taking place
(www.brooklandsfm.co.uk). The
gathering of local residents,
representatives of business and
local societies, and of local
government, including in addition to the Mayor of Elmbridge, the
Mayors of Runnymede, Spelthorne and Woking enjoyed
generous hospitality.

ARCHIVE OF NEWSLETTERS

Over the past few years, your Secretary has been
establishing an archive of the Weybridge Society newsletters
at the Surrey History Centre, in Woking. Each new issue is
sent to the SHC for filing. However, to make the archive more
complete and worthwhile, issues prior to 2000 should be
added to the collection. Have you any old newsletters – of
any date prior to 2000 which you could send to Carolyn
(Secretary), so that she can send them on to the Surrey
History Centre. Please do not send them to the SHC direct,
as there is a special archive number to which they should be
attributed, and we do not wish to have duplicates sent of
numbers already lodged with them. Our society goes back
about 60 years, so we have quite a challenge to find back
issues, but any you can find would be most appreciated.
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In his introductory address, the chairman of Brooklands FM, Alan
Timbrell explained its background, being a community radio
station for North Surrey. The station relies on donations from
business and individuals, and from advertising revenue.
To properly serve the community, Alan explained that the station
should broadcast on FM – and they were applying to Ofcom,
radio’s regulating body, for a full-time FM Community Radio
licence. (Weybridge Society has given its support to this
application.) A Community Radio licence requires a station to be
run for the public good, mainly by volunteers. Any surplus funds
must be used to improve the service or for the good of the
community. In the meantime, Brooklands FM continues to
broadcast on the internet, covering not only Weybridge, but
Addlestone, Byfleet, West Byfleet, Chertsey, Molesey, Walton,
Shepperton, and parts of Cobham, Sunbury and Woking.
Brooklands FM provides a voice for local charities, local schools
and colleges and it has great plans for expansion once the
full-time licence has been granted. It encourages community
involvement and would welcome any offers of support, such as
paying for a piece of equipment, help with studio rent, buying
airtime, programme sponsorship or providing a useful feature.
Contact Alan Timbrell at alan.timbrell@brooklandsfm.co.uk, or
call 07799 646 004.

PLANNING

Weybridge Society considers that this access is totally
unacceptable. This access is also the subject of an appeal by
the applicant following refusal of the application by Elmbridge
Council. The Planning Panel has made detailed representations
to the Inspector and plans to be present at the site visit.

This information is summarised from the Weybridge Society
Planning Panel’s records, it is up to date at the time of
writing, and we hope that it is a true representation of the
committee’s opinions. Members may not know that letters
sent commenting on planning applications are usually
available to see on the Elmbridge Borough Council’s web-site,
planning section, and this includes the letters sent from the
Planning Panel and Transport Panel.
Oatlands Ward – Geoff Banks, Joint Chair, Planning Panel

1. Land at Beechcroft Manor (2009/0611)
The Society objected to this proposal to build a terrace of
three 3-storey houses, partly submerged into the lower slope
close to the Broadwater Lake, right in the middle of the best
remaining area of amenity land on the estate. The
application was refused by the Council in July.

5.133 Queens Rd (2005/2819, 2006/1747 &
2007/1426 & 2008/1986, 2009/1713)
The Appeal Inspector reversed the decision of Elmbridge
Council and permitted the fourth application which is for 27
units of sheltered accommodation. T h e f i f t h application
is for 2.4 metre high
hoarding and 4 nonilluminated free standing
signs for a period of 5
years, showing how the
finished development
would look.

2. 75 and land to the rear of 75, St. Mary’s Road
(2009/1453)
This proposal involves building 5 two-storey houses
(2 semi-detached and a terrace of three) on part of the car
park behind the Oatlands Working Men’s Club in St. Mary’s
Road. The Society objected to this proposal because it does
not respect the amenities of neighbouring residents. The
application was be debated at the West Area Planning
Committee meeting on 9th November.
St. George’s Hill Ward – Peter White, Joint Chair, Planning
Panel

6.Churchfields Avenue (2004/2380 & 2006/2810 &
2007/2666,2674 & 2008/2686 & 2009/0301,1546)
This site was the playing fields of Wallop School and has been
defined as Strategic Open Urban Land (SOUL). The first 6
applications for houses on this site have been either
withdrawn or refused by Elmbridge Council. The latest
application, now with 5 houses, rather than the previous 6,
still specifies that only about half of this private land could be
available for use by the public. The Planning Panel continues
to object to development on this important open land in the
centre of Weybridge, and also objects to a number of aspects
of the proposed development. We note there are some 18
letters of representation to this application showing the
considerable public concern.

3.Woodcote Court, Brooklands Road 2009/1572
A new application has been submitted to develop this site
with 14 terraced houses in four blocks, with a single cottage
on Brooklands Road. Although the new applicant has taken
into account the reasons for the Inspector’s dismissal of
the previous application and changed the layout and
configuration of the houses in the scheme, we have
expressed our continuing concern about the entrance onto
Brooklands Road. The proposed location of the access onto
Brooklands Road is opposite the junction with Caenshill Road
on a bend in Brooklands Road which would create a
potential
hazard for
vehicles
leaving the
site.
The
Tr a n s p o r t
Panel
has
written its
own letter of
opposition
to the plan
on the grounds of the access, road safety, etc.

7.Unit 4 St. Martins Court, York Road. (2008/2751 &
2009/1664,1665)
In
the
last
newsletter
we
reported that this
application, to
extend
the
commercial area
with
a
four
storey building
including 10 flats,
was refused by
Elmbridge Council. The Weybridge Society took an active roll
in speaking at the appeal in support of the local residents.
We can report that the appeal was lost and the developer has
now put in 2 further planning applications. These applications
are for a slightly less tall building with 8 flats and some retail
use. In the opinion of the Planning Panel the reasons given
for refusal by the Inspector still apply to these proposals. At
this time approx 25 letters of representation have been
written.

Weybridge North & South Wards, Raymond Spary, Joint Chair,
Planning Panel

4. 20&20a Church street (2005/0184,1437,2576
&2006/0156,0950,1813,2288,2007/0367,0980,179
7,2501 & 2850, 2008/0229,0858,2417 & 2771,
2009/0362,0732,1832)
The narrow site of the old bakery, adjacent to the entrance
to Weybridge Hospital has a complicated history of 19
planning applications and 3 appeals. The latest application
is for change of use for the rear building to 4 houses with
access through the narrow space between the buildings and
the Hospital fence.
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through Joe Hall on the Committee (e.g. ways to make the
road design and control safer for pedestrians and cyclists,
banning of HGVs through the town).

8.Bulldogs Island, Little Mill (2007/0715 & 2440,
2008/1048, 2009/1114
The latest application has moved the proposed carport and
garage further away from the towpath and the building is
designed to be floodable. The Planning Panel objected again
to this latest proposal for such a large building on Green Belt
land in the flood plain. We have to report that the West Area
Planning Committee has permitted this development.

Louis Solway is engaged with speeding issues, including
recruiting the public to do ‘Speedwatch’ checks. If members
wish to volunteer, this would be welcome. The Police restrict
the checks to safe places and times of day, but this is much
better than nothing.
George James has pressed for and achieved better bike-racks
at Weybridge Hospital Health Centre and organised some
enterprising group cycling excursions. Members interested in
this cycling activity are invited to contact Joe Hall for more
details.
The coherence and frequency of buses will continue to
depend on people using them instead of cars within the town
(a ‘Catch 22’ situation). We think there is scope for smaller
more frequent shuttles, as suggested at the Forum; at
present some of the buses are full, but often with free-pass
passengers and schoolchildren, hence the Councils finds them
hard to justify.

9.Nicholson House, 41 Thames Street (2008/2651 &
2009/0658)
The latest application is for a more modest mixture of
replacement office buildings and housing with access now
only from Thames Street. The Planning Panel has commented
adversely over the tightness of the layout and recommended
that this site should be considered in conjunction with the
adjacent site to provide a better solution as well as providing
affordable housing. The revised application has been refused
by West Area
Planning Committee on the grounds of it
being harmful to the amenities of nearby residents.
10.171-175 Oatlands Drive (2009/1073)
The Planning Panel supported the 45 local residents who have
objected to this application which is to replace 3 houses by
two blocks of 3 terraced houses and two pairs of semidetached houses. The proposed urban style houses are
considered to be out of character with the location, cramped
with overlooking of adjacent houses and gardens with
serious detriment to their amenities. We consider that
parking provision of only 20 allocated spaces is not sufficient
to avoid on-street parking in
Oatlands Drive. This
application has been withdrawn.

We are also alert to any Planning Applications where design
of the road access is deficient, (notably the current application
for Woodcote Court in Brooklands Road), and where the
inevitable extra cars will exacerbate problems. In this context
we are also talking with local employers about transport plans
for their new commuters.
The panel’s Petition to Surrey County Council continues to
collect names, and if you wish to sign and/or collect
signatures, please contact Joe Hall. The panel has been in
existence for 3 years and has met 18 times. In common with
the Planning Panel and Education Panel, it is an opening for
younger members to be interested in the Society, because we
all suffer from our roads at times!
This item submitted by Richard Marshall and Joe Hall.

11.Red Bar 105 Queens Rd (2009/1177)

The Weybridge Society supported the vast number of very
concerned local residents who objected to the application for
new opening hours from 8.00-2.00 from Monday to Saturday.
This application was refused by Elmbridge Council.
12.Churchfield House (Previously Adult Edcation
Centre) (2009/1319)

This application was for 6 signs, two of which the Society
objected to. These 2 proposed signs were both illuminated,
the one across the wall near the Day Centre was permitted,
the other projecting forward and over- hanging the pavement
was refused. The Weybridge Society, although supporting the
new use of the building as a day nursery and pre school does
not consider large illuminated signs as suitable on a Grade II
listed building. At the moment the signs have only
advertisement consent and need listed building consent
before they can be installed.
Lower Thames Flood Risk Management Strategy
The Planning Panel is considering this strategy, and will
comment to the Environment Agency before the December 4
deadline for representations. Please also see item elsewhere
in this newsletter.

TRANSPORT PANEL
The Weybridge Society Transport Panel tries to cover all
aspects of transport in Weybridge, while recognising that our
members may have differing views on particular priorities.
Road traffic issues (safety, speeding, congestion, surface
repairs, parking etc) can be compared with the alternatives of
walking, cycling and public transport.

Arising from the Society’s Town Forum on the Local Core
Strategy, Tony Palmer is assembling proposals (in the absence
of any from Surrey County or Elmbridge Borough Councils)
on solutions to mitigate problems in the roads around the
Station. Members might wish to express their priorities to him
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DOG CONTROL ORDERS
“I would like to introduce myself, I am Tarka the dog. You can
see me in the picture. I have asked my master to send in this
article to explain
the attitude of my
many friends and
their owners. We
all
understand
that we should not
be allowed to go
into children’s play
areas and that
dog faeces should
be removed in
parks with collection bins. But most importantly we should be
allowed to run free, off a lead, and play in open spaces. We
ask what is wrong with existing dog control orders and we
are sure that this must be costly bureaucracy going
too far?
Please respond to the Elmbridge Borough Council
consultation,
closing
date
30
November. All
representations/queries should be addressed to Dog
Consultation, Elmbridge Borough Council, Leisure and Cultural
Services, Civic Centre, High Street, Esher, Surrey KT10 9SD.
The Dog Control Orders would apply to land open to the
public in Elmbridge. For further information on the areas
affected by this proposal please visit the Dog Control Order
areas page of the EBC website. Please fill in the online
questionnaire . Alternatively, call 01372 474579 to ask for
a postal questionnaire to be sent to you. The order may be
viewed at local libraries and the Civic Centre.”
(contributed by Raymond Spary)

REPORT ON ‘THE GARDENS OF HAMPTON
COURT’ MEETING 5.10.09

The Wilderness Garden – in Henry VIII’s time an orchard –
was in the 17th Century not a wilderness at all, but an area
for entertaining, with mazes, of which one still remains as a
popular visitor attraction today. This area is now most noted
for its spring bulbs.

Barry Hylton Davies’ eagerly awaited
address did not disappoint. His
excellently illustrated talk started
with a brief background to Hampton
Court Palace itself – a place of ‘split
personality’ – contrasting Wolsey’s
and Henry VIII’s Tudor palace, with
the English Baroque style of Sir
Christopher Wren, commissioned
by William and Mary. The Gardens
themselves are divided into very
specific areas – with the large Home
Park and Bushy Park, for centuries
used as hunting grounds, and still
retaining deer herds; the Knot Garden, the Pond Gardens,
the Tilt Yard, Wilderness, William and Mary’s Privy Garden,
Fountain Court, Exotics Gardens, the Glass Houses (the
power house for all the gardens) and the 20th Century
garden.

William and Mary’s arrival at Hampton Court heralded a time
of great change, with the demolition of part of the Tudor
palace (funding difficulties and their early deaths prevented
them from destroying it all!), and the building of the baroque
part of Hampton Court. In 1991-5 the Privy Garden (private
to the Monarch) was recreated, with low planting, statues,
topiary, sundials and ‘ass’s back’ style beds, in which
individual plants can be appreciated for their own sake.
Special features include Queen Mary’s bower, a long ‘tunnel’
of hornbeam, and the original decorative iron screen, with
William and Mary’s monogram. The ‘Diana’ fountain was
moved to Bushy Park (currently under restoration, and not
in situ).

Home Park – where 300 fallow deer graze, has a golf course
established in 1895, where at the 14th tee is an extremely old
oak tree, estimated to be at least 750 years – Methuselah’s
Oak. The ‘Goose Foot’ style radiating avenues still remain,
branching out from the palace, one of them directly towards
Kingston Church. The fountains in William and Mary’s Great
Fountain garden were not a huge success, with not enough
water pressure sufficiently to prime the 13 fountains (12 of
which were filled in by Queen Anne). The very extensive
herbaceous border is an enduring feature. The Real Tennis
Court, a favourite of Henry VIII, was rebuilt several times,
the current one being the 4th, built for Charles I.

Owned by Cardinal Wolsey, who in 1515 was promoted to
Lord Chancellor by King Henry VIII. The Cardinal expanded
the original Manor House into a palace, and developed the
gardens and hunting ground. Following Wolsey’s fall from
grace in 1528, King Henry seized Hampton Court, and
continued to increase its size and splendour, making it one of
his favourite palaces, (he had 60!).

Barry described the various gardens – both as they were in
the past, and as they appear today. The Knot Garden – this
is typically Tudor, with box hedges, lavender and herbs. In
Chapel Court a small Tudor Garden has been created to
celebrate the 500th anniversary of Henry VIII’s accession to
the throne in 1509. The custom of having wooden posts
decorated with the green and white Tudor colours and topped
with heraldic beasts has been reproduced in this new
garden.

The Pond Garden – three ponds provided fish for the Tudor
palace, but they were eventually filled in by Queen Mary, and
converted into sunken gardens. The Orangery dates from
1701, in which Mary’s collection of exotic was kept in the
winter, and which was displayed outside in the summer (this
area has been restored to how it looked at the beginning of
the 18th Century).

The Tudor Privy Garden, designed to be viewed from the
upper windows of the palace, originally contained a Water
Gallery giving onto the Thames, and a 12m high Mount,
topped by a banqueting house, where ‘snacks’ were taken,
whilst viewing the hunting grounds. The long Water Gallery
and the Mount did not fit in with William and Mary’s garden
ideas, and so were demolished.

‘Capability’ Brown lived in Wilderness House, which still
exists. The Great Vine was planted by him in 1768 – and still
produces approximately 250 kg of grapes a year, which are
sold in the palace shops. The Great Wisteria just outside the
Vine House was planted in 1800, and mistletoe is also a
feature on trees in the palace grounds.

Fountain Court, where the Tudor and Baroque can be seen to
meet has a cloistered atmosphere. The Glass Houses provide
over 140,000 plants each year for the gardens, and also for
Kensington Palace. The 20th Century Garden was an area
where apprentices were encouraged to experiment as part
of their training, and it continues to offer a delightful,
tranquil retreat. Barry concluded his talk by commending the
delights of the gardens of Hampton Court Palace to all
present. Weybridge Society Chairman, Barry Judd thanked
Barry for his excellent and comprehensive address, a
sentiment which was endorsed by the enthusiastic applause
of the audience.

The Tilt Yard was originally all open, and used for jousting –
but today is comprises six walled compartments, including –
for example - the Tea Room, Car Park, Herbaceous Garden
and the Rose Garden. Although Henry VIII never jousted
there (first used in 1569 following Elizabeth I’s accession to
the throne in 1568), there were five spectator towers – of
which only one remains today.

In Charles I’s time, the designs for the gardens needed water,
and water from the River Colne,(north-west of present day
Heathrow Airport) was diverted to the palace along the
so-called Longford River; in Henry VIII’s time, water from
Combe Hill near Kingston was brought under the Thames to
Hampton Court.

Oliver Cromwell - although demolishing many buildings and
palaces, liked Hampton Court, and took it over, maintained
and developed it, and lived there. Charles II had more of an
impact on the gardens, creating the Long Water – ¾ mile
long, and with double rows of lime trees down each side.
The originals were replaced on 2004, and are doing well. In
2002, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Queen Elizabeth
II’s accession to the throne, a fountain was installed at the far
end of the Long Water.
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THAMES GATE-WEY PROJECT

HEATHSIDE SCHOOL PRIZES

Tony Davis the lead member of the Society’s Thames GateWey project has submitted the following item:
”Stage 2 of the scheme does now seem to be in sight, with
the Environment Agency poised to do the improved boat
moorings, ferry access point, and towpath next Spring. This
is an early notification that there will be towpath closures
when heavy equipment is on site.

In preparation for this you may have noticed recent tree
pruning/thinning/felling work this autumn, possibly complete
by the time you read this. In our submission we asked them
to consider three principles——remove dead and dangerous
trees and limbs, this being a well used footpath/cyclepath;
raise the canopy of riverside trees to about 10 feet, to open
up river views; and keep the tree screen on the rear side of
the towpath. They added their intention to remove any
trees/saplings that they thought destabilised the river bank.
We think they have been somewhat over-zealous on this, but
“health and safety” seems to be the watchword nowadays
for all public works! However they do promise more
appropriate tree replanting on completion of the works next
year.
Stage 3 will be to continue to press for the renovation of the
dreadful car park which is the gateway to the riverside, but
currently neither the Environment Agency, nor Elmbridge
Borough Council
want to take
responsibility for
this work. Please
lobby your local
councillors
to
get a resolution
on this, and
help us get this
dreadful car park
improved.”

NEWS FROM ELMBRIDGE MUSEUM
Members may not know that there is an enthusiastic group
‘Friends of Elmbridge Museum’ which was founded more
than 10 years ago, which not only supports the Museum
financially, when specific items are required – especially those
that do not come within the official Museum budget (e.g. a
watercolour of Ashley Park, photograph albums, mourning ring)
but also has a programme of events and outings, with
fundraising and enjoyment being the priorities. The next event
will be their Christmas Soiree on Friday, 4 December in the
Weybridge Library Hall and tickets and full details are available
from Margaret Wicks on 01932 848253. Membership
application forms are available in Elmbridge Museum.

The current exhibition, Oatlands Underfoot traces the
history of Oatlands Palace in
Weybridge and is proving very
popular. It is part of our history
which every Weybridge resident
should find interesting and we
encourage you to visit. The
exhibition is open until January
6, 2010, and the museum
opening times are Mon, Tues,
Weds and Fri, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Saturday 10 – 1 , and 2 – 5. On
the second Saturday in the
month there are Family Fun
Days, each one taking a special
theme. They are free drop-in events, and children age 10
and under must be accompanied by an adult.
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Society
Weybridge
gives two prizes each
year
to
Heathside
School – one for History
and one for Services to
the Community. This
year, our Chairman,
Barry
Judd,
and
committee
member,
Anne Lindsay attended the Presentation evening on 9
September on behalf of the Society. Mrs V Smailes, of Heathside
School, kindly supplied the following information about the two
students who received our prizes:
Ellen Crane (who won our History prize) – “Ellen has been a
really outstanding student. She has worked diligently over the
two years of study to gain one of the top grades in history at
Heathside. She has outperformed her predicted grade by two
points, and she is continuing to study history in the Sixth Form,
along with English, Drama, Media Studies and Critical Thinking.
Christopher Bradbury (who won our Community service
prize). Throughout his time at Heathside Sixth Form Christopher
has always been a cheerful and helpful student, even though Mrs
Russell had to occasionally remind him of his priorities…..
studying rather than relaxing!!!!
Always looking on the bright side of life and having a lovely sense
of humour, Christopher aspires to becoming part of a business
organisation, making a real difference……his own words!
Christopher raised £1500 enabling him to undertake voluntary
work in Botswana building a playground, a gym, a well and a
vegetable patch! Admirable achievements in anyone’s book.
Christopher is a keen sportsman and since Year 7 has
represented the school in many sports teams, becoming an asset
to the PE department. He has played tennis at county level, and
now plays National junior basketball. He thoroughly deserves the
excellent grades he achieved at A level and I look forward to
hearing of his success at Sheffield where he is going to be
studying Management, after taking a gap year. As Christopher
said in his personal statement, university will offer him education,
sport and a social life. Following the contribution you have made
to Heathside and the community, you deserve success
Christopher…. Just get the balance right!!!!!”
MEMBER AWARDED LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Peter Vey, a long time member of Weybridge Society, and
Chairman for many years has finally decided to retire from active
involvement with the society. As an appreciation of his many
years campaigning for Weybridge and the society, it was agreed
at a recent Committee Meeting to award him Life Membership.
The following is an extract from the letter Chairman Barry Judd
sent to him conferring the award:
“At our Committee meeting on Wednesday evening, Carolyn
reported that you had decided to give up your active roles in the
Weybridge Society. The Committee was very sorry to hear this,
and wanted to record their appreciation of your years of hard
work for the Society by awarding you ‘Life Membership’.
Your wonderful support for the Society and for Weybridge has
really made a difference. Your many years of Chairmanship,
Committee membership, Planning Panel advice and culminating
in the work you undertook as Press Officer for our recent Town
Forum have illustrated your passion for our Town, and we all have
reason to thank you. The daffodils are for another day!
Following your initiative the Committee decided to pursue the
planting of new and replacement bulbs at the end of spring next
year, when it will be apparent where existing bulbs are, and how
they are performing – so your influence will endure.
With kind regards from the whole committee and our grateful
thanks again for your truly exemplary service to Weybridge and
Weybridge Society.”

BUSINESS PROFILE - CHURCHFIELD HOUSE
NURSERY

Churchfield House Nursery is in Churchfield Road, and the
telephone number is 01932 854465.
www.churchfieldhousedaynursery.com
(I was privileged to have a guided tour of the nursery just
before it opened , and the way the building has been
renovated and brought back to life is truly impressive –
Secretary)

Members will remember that Weybridge Society campaigned
for the retention of the original Churchfield Institute and
secured Grade II listing for the building. The Society’s
particular interest was that it should be used for educational
purposes, for which it was originally built, and we are glad
that now its ‘learning’ future seems secured with the new
Churchfield House Nursery and Pre-School.

SAM BEARE HOSPICE EMERGENCY APPEAL

There is a Hospice in Weybridge today because the
local community fought hard to ensure the service was
available.

Sarah Harrison, nursery manager, says: “Weybridge
Welcomes New Nursery Churchfield House Nursery and Pre-School in Weybridge was
officially opened by the Mayor of Elmbridge, Cllr James Vicker
on Wednesday 26 August. To celebrate, the new nursery
invited families to a fun day where the children could enjoy all
the nursery’s facilities, plus visiting entertainment from a zoo,
balloon modeling and face painting, whilst their parents or
carers looked around, and met the nursery team.

Now, every year around 2,500 people and their families get all
the support they need at a painfully difficult time. But as the
demand for the expert specialist care we offer has increased,
our income has been hit by economic pressures way beyond
our control. We have already been forced to part suspend day
care at the Hospice and can now only carry out procedures
such as blood transfusions to day care patients.
Sam Beare Hospice has launched an emergency appeal to
raise £300,000 by the end of December 2009 as the first phase
of our campaign to safeguard our services.
We know it can be done, because we know you care
about the care we give. Every pound helps. Please
donate whatever you can today by sending a cheque to
Emergency Appeal, Sam Beare Hospice, 22 Church Street,
Weybridge,
KT13
8DY
or
donate
online
at
www.wsbhospices.co.uk or call 01483 881750

The nursery is in the Grade II listed building in central
Weybridge, that was formerly the adult education centre. The
character of the building, with high ceilings and huge
windows, as well as a sweeping staircase, has been retained
to offer a wonderful environment for children. The nursery
will care for 86 children aged from 3 months to 5 years in 5
rooms catering for different age groups. With a shortage of
nursery places in the area the team at Churchfield House have
been overwhelmed by interest in places and during the open
day met with over 180 families.
Sarah Harrison, Nursery Manager continues: ‘We have really
been welcomed into the local community in Weybridge
and there has been
so much enthusiasm
about our opening. We
were delighted that so
many people were able
to attend and enjoy
the day. I was just
disappointed that I
did not have the
opportunity to meet
everyone.’”

COMMITTEE LIST
Position
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Treasurer
Sec/Newsletter
Education
Distribution
Planning
Planning
Footpaths
Events
Minutes
Transport
Membership

Name
Barry Judd
Anne Littleton
Andrew Davis
Carolyn Pennycook
Derek Lindfield
Anne Lindsay
Raymond Spary
Peter White
Richard Marshall
Annette Davies
Trevor Tarring
Joe Hall
Maggie Alderman

Players of our £1 weekly Hospice Lottery really help us
to make a difference. £1000 1st Prize plus 24 further cash
prizes. An application form is enclosed with your Newsletter.
Further Application forms are available from 01483 881750.
A way to care, a chance to win.
LAST WORD!
Our Hon. Patron, Michael Aspel, OBE is to star in the New
Victoria Theatre, Woking’s production of Cinderella (4.12.09 –
10.01.10). Michael will be ‘Baron Hardup’. Details from Box
Office 0844 8717645.
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