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Your Residents Association, Working to Keep Weybridge a Pleasant Place to Live

Winter 2008

Registered with the Civic Trust

Hon. Patron - Michael Aspel, OBE

TO JOIN
THE WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY

The next meeting of the Weybridge Society
will be held on

Please contact
any committee member
see back of this newsletter

MONDAY, 19TH JANUARY 2009
at 8.00 p.m.

in St James’ Church Centre, Weybridge
(please note this venue – ample parking in
Churchfields Car park)

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN
Our Chairman, Barry Judd writes “Congratulations to Alan
Smith (and his team) on the success of their members’
recruitment week held at Weybridge Library from
September 23rd to 27th, culminating in the Mayor of
Elmbridge’s visit at lunchtime on the Saturday. In his letter
of thanks, Councillor Nigel Cooper specifically remarked
on the opportunity it gave him to meet and talk to our
volunteers whilst hoping that the recruitment drive had
been a huge success. I was pleased to be able to reply that
it had! (See Alan Smith’s report later in this newsletter).

The Speaker will be

NICK POLLARD

who will take as his subject

“THE HISTORY OF WALTON BRIDGE”
(illustrated with slides)

Nick Pollard is an engineer, and lives in Shepperton. He is
Chair of the Sunbury and Shepperton Local History Society,
and Spelthorne Archaeological Field Group. With the
expected ‘new’ Walton Bridge to be built within the next
few years, this talk should be a very interesting
background to the future bridge. (Members may know the
mural in Elmbridge Museum of the 2nd Walton Bridge – if
not, it is worth a visit).

Despite the generally depressed economic conditions,
planning applications continue to flow into the Civic Centre
and, accordingly, the Society’s Planning Panel remains ever
vigilant on your behalf. A current application which has
required their detailed attention was for the former
Churchfield Adult Education Centre, where a nursery with up
to 85 places is proposed, requiring changes to both the
inside and outside of this Grade II listed building. Another
planning issue, which although is yet to be the subject of a
formal application, is the former Wallop School Playing fields
in Churchfields Avenue. Weybridge Society was invited to
send representatives to a meeting of local residents and
other interested parties, staged by the developers, Cala
Homes to view their proposals for this site. designated by
the Council as Strategic Open Urban Land (SOUL). More of
this anon, I am sure!

Admission to the meeting is free to members
Guests £1.00

If it is not too early, may I take this opportunity to wish all
readers a happy and joyful Christmas and a bountiful New
Year.”

In This Issue...


Planning



Royal National Lifeboat Institution





1



Beijing Olympics & Weybridge
Recruitment Week Success

Police Neighbourhood Panel
Sam Beare Hospice

Elmbridge Museum New Exhibition
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ROYAL NATIONAL LIFEBOAT INSTITUTION
Our member, Willie Lister has contributed the following item,
including the photograph which is of the RNLI/Barry Dock
lifeboat:
“A new branch of
the Royal National
Lifeboat Institution
(RNLI) has been set
up covering the
Weybridge and
Byfleet areas. Its
main tasks
are to
promote knowledge
of the RNLI and its
activities, to raise funds in support, and to seek volunteers to help
achieve these aims.
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houses and residentsneed to be vigilant not only for
themselves but for their neighbours. Remember there are a
lot of variations to the confidence trick. No one should be
allowed entry unless you are able to confirm his or her
identity. There is also the problem with bogus builders
carrying out poor work or making exorbitant charges. If you
see any such activity and do not feel that you can actually
check with the potential victim that all is well, please take a
note of the details of any vehicle being used and call the
police immediately on 999. It is better that the police get a
hundred calls rather than one resident gets pressurised into
handing over money to these confidence tricksters. Further
advice can be sought from Surrey Trading Standards on
08454 040506 who offer a list of reputable tradesmen under
their Buy with Confidence scheme.

The number of pedal cycles stolen from sheds and garages
continues to rise. Ensure they are locked even in the garage.
Take a photograph of the bike and record its frame
number and other identifying features. Surrey Police
recover a number of bikes but are unable to link them to
their owner without these details. Property mark your
possessions (your house number or first three letters of the
house name followed by your post code gives you an unique
reference number which can be traced back to you if
property is recovered). Add some additional security to your
sheds and garages and make sure you use it. Lock your
vehicles, and make sure satellite navigation systems are
removed, and do not leave valuables/cash in your cars.
Most of all, keep vigilant, and take sensible precautions.

The new branch is led by Ruth Bravo as Interim Chair, Jill Hawker
as Secretary and Michael Mulcahy as Treasurer. Ruth is also
Surrey’s full-time RNLI Area Fundraising Manager and would
welcome someone to take over the role of chairman –
volunteers, please!

The RNLI is a registered charity that saves lives at sea, on our
beaches, rivers and waterways and more recently, assisted with
flood rescue inland in areas such as Morpeth. It has 335
operational lifeboats and 4800 volunteer crew members in over
233 lifeboat stations scattered around the UK coastline. This
includes four stations strategically placed along the River Thames
at Gravesend, Tower Pier, Chiswick and more locally – at
Teddington.

The charity receives no government funding and so any assistance you can give will be very welcome – such as
helping
with flag days, assisting on stalls at local fairs,
having collection boxes in your homes, or participating in the RNLI’s annual national fundraising day – SOS - on Friday 30 January
2009
( see www.rnli.org.uk/sos for details).
The RNLI has a wide range of merchandise available
for purchase from headquarters or locally via branches at
community events. For example RNLI Christmas cards will be on
sale at the Christmas Card Fayre at the Byfleet Village Hall
on Saturday 29 November 2008. The Weybridge and Byfleet
branch welcomes your support! Please help us keep the work of
this great charity alive in our community.
Jill Hawker, Tel: 01932 348 138 email: jhawker20@hotmail.com
or Willie Lister Tel: 01932 849220 email: willie.lister@tesco.net
will be pleased to give you more information or see the RNLI
website www.rnli.org.uk.”

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS, SEPTEMBER 2008
As announced in the
last newsletter, the
United
Reformed
Church in Queens
Road, Weybridge, a
Grade
II
listed
building, opened its
doors to the public for
Heritage Weekend.
Organisers reported a
pleasing attendance
during the weekend, but if only there had been other venues in Weybridge opening their doors to the public, it was
felt that the attendance could have been even greater.

(Members may have noticed that Waitrose in Weybridge chose
the RNLI recently to benefit from part of a monthly donation, the
proportion going to the charity being decided by the number of
green counters deposited by customers to the charity of their
choice.)

TIMELY REMINDER – WINTER HOME SECURITY
Peter Kipps, of the Elmbridge Community Safety Partnership
has provided an update on notifiable crime in the
Borough, which he was pleased to report had fallen by
10.3% compared with the same period last year. However
non-residential burglary (from sheds, business premises,
etc), and robbery from the person (mainly between young
people) had increased. Paraphrased here are items from his
report which are certainly worth noting:
Whilst the figures are going down there is no room for
complacency. Burglary and theft offences against the
elderly traditionally start to peak in November so extra
vigilance is required. Offenders pretending to be police
officers or from a utility company seek to gain entry to
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Has any member suggestions of buildings/gardens in
Weybridge which usually do not have public access, but
which might be a candidate for future Heritage Open
Days? Perhaps there is someone out there who might be
prepared to co-ordinate such openings, supported of
course by the Civic Trust, the nationwide organisers of the
weekend. Please contact Weybridge Society Secretary
(contact details on back of this newsletter). Planning for
September 2009 starts early in the New Year!
Whilst mentioning the Civic Trust, members will be
interested to hear that Griff Rhys Jones has joined the
Trust as its President – to quote from a letter from the
Trust “Griff is the perfect figurehead for our organisation
as he shares our (and your) passion for improving the
places where we all live, work and relax”. He will shortly
be launching a fundraising campaign, and the Trust will be
seeking support from its members – as Weybridge Society
is. More information about this campaign, and the Trust’s
quarterly magazine “Grass Roots” may be accessed via
www.civicsocieties.org.uk. “The magazine provides all the
latest news, views and discussion about issues that affect
us all”.
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HEATHSIDE SCHOOL PRESENTATION EVENING

Lorraine Weedon, of Woking
and Sam Beare Hospices has
asked us to advertise this Light
Up A Life ceremony on 14th
December
at
Weybridge
Hospital, which we are very
pleased to do. She also reports
that the Midnight Walk in June raised £100,000 for the
Hospice, with 550 women taking part, many walking in
memory of a loved one. Next year’s walk is scheduled for
19th June 2009 – a date for your diary!

On 10th September Heathside School celebrated its
exceptional year by presenting prizes to approximately 200
main school and sixth form students. The chair of
Governors, County Cllr Ian Lake, welcomed all to the
evening, before introducing the principal, Mrs A Cullum. In
her opening address Mrs Cullum paid tribute to the hard
work and commitment of the students, and that of the
dedicated and professional staff. Academic successes were
at record level, and excellence in sport, music and extra
curricular activities (too numerous to mention here) all
contributed to a truly outstanding year for the school. The
Head Girl spoke of her experience and dedication to
Heathside and of her enthusiasm for her continuing study in
the 6th form. Prizes were presented by Mrs. Angela Fraser
DL, Chairman of Surrey County Council, who also addressed
the meeting. The Head Boy thanked Mrs Fraser on behalf of
the school, and presented a bouquet.

“Remember a loved one, support Woking & Sam Beare
Hospices – at Sam Beare Hospice, Weybridge Hospital car
park, Sunday 14th December 2008, at 5 p.m.

Our Light Up a Life service at Sam Beare Hospice is a time to
remember and celebrate the life of a loved one at Christmas
time.

Weybridge Society in addition to its usual annual prize for
history in the main school, decided to donate a further prize,
this time for Contribution to the Community, and for a sixth
form student.

Our invitation is to the whole community to come along and
take part in this special service while supporting your local
Hospice. There will be readings, carols from the Treble Clef
Choir, mulled wine and mince pies.

The Society’s History Prize was awarded to year 11 student
Khalil Davies. The citation stated “Khalil Davies achieved
outstanding examination results across the three units of
study last year. He writes with maturity and clarity and has
the ability to come to original and thoughtful conclusions to
difficult questions that have been set. We are pleased that
Khalil is continuing to study History here at Heathside.”

If you would like to dedicate a light on the Christmas tree,
please download a form at www.wsbhospices.co.uk or
call 01483 881752 for further details.

We look forward to welcoming you, your family and
friends to this special service.”
CHURCHFIELDS RECREATION GROUND

The Community Prize was awarded to Ruby Limbrick, year
12, and her citation stated “Ruby Limbrick is Head Girl and
one of the busiest students in the school being involved in
Music, School Council, Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme,
Public speaking, mentoring and Imagine Healthy Heathside,
the school action research project.
Ruby is a great
ambassador for our school and well respected by staff and
students alike.” Members may remember Ruby spoke at
Weybridge Society’s AGM last April, along with two other
students.

Churchfields
Recreation Ground
celebrated
its
Centenary
with
Music in the Park
on 27th September
(organised
by
Elmbridge Borough
Council as part of
the Cultural Olympiad for London 2012). The Mayor of
Elmbridge, Cllr Nigel Cooper attended the event (following
his visit to the* Weybridge Society’s Recruitment Week event
in Weybridge Library). Elmbridge Museum had a display in
the Weybridge Centre tracking the history of the park.

Barry Judd, our Chairman, and Carolyn Pennycook,
Secretary, represented the society at the presentation
evening this year.
BEIJING OLYMPICS, SPORT & WEYBRIDGE

Churchfields ‘Pleasure’ Park had every reason to celebrate,
because not only was it 100, but it had won a gold award in
the best park category in this year’s South & South East In
Bloom competition. It was also crowned Best Regional Park
– a testament to the care and hard work which were
described as reflecting superb maintenance and offering
good facilities to visitors. One only has to visit the grounds
on a sunny day to find it positively heaving with people of all
ages enjoying its many facilities – we are indeed fortunate to
have such an
excellent park
in Weybridge.

Weybridge should be proud of its connections with Gold
Medal winners at the Beijing Olympics in the summer.
Sarah Webb, who won gold in the Yngling Yngling sailing
hails from Weybridge, her parents still live here; Sarah
Ayton, also winning gold in the Yngling Yngling was a former
student at Heathside School; Tim Brabants, who won gold
in the K1 1000m Kayak canoe race, and bronze in the K1
500m, Mother’s family home was in Weybridge, though
moving to Walton, and our secretary is Tim’s aunt. Tim
started his canoeing career at the age of 10 at the Elmbridge
Canoe Club in
Walton
Lane.
Members
may
remember that
the Club was
subject of an
article in a former
newsletter.

*For a report
of Recruitment
Week
see
elsewhere in
this newsletter.
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PLANNING

This is a second proposal to replace these two detached
houses by a block of 5 three storey town houses. The
Planning Panel objected to the proposal on grounds of domination and overshadowing of the adjacent bungalow
(No.48) and unclear parking arrangements. The application
was referred to the next Full Planning Committee with a recommendation to permit. The application was refused by the
Full Planning Committee on 7th October.
Weybridge North & South Wards – submitted by
Raymond Spary, Joint Chair, Planning Panel

Oatlands Ward – submitted by Geoffrey Banks, Joint Chair,
Planning Panel

8. 20&20a Church Street (2005/0184,1437,2576 &
2006/0156,0950,1813,2288,2007/0367,0980,1797,
2501 & 2850, 2008/0229 & 0845

1. 13 and land to the rear of 9 and 11 Hall Place
Drive (2007/2114 and 2008/0291)

This is the narrow site of the old bakery, adjacent to the
entrance of Weybridge Hospital and has a complicated
history of 14 planning applications and 3 appeals. Despite
our Planning Panel’s continued objections on the grounds of
access and intrusion onto the hospital land the application
for the rear building has been permitted and is now being
built, although it is still not clear how the access will be
achieved. Elmbridge Council has, eventually, permitted the
application for a
shop to be built at
the front of this site.
Weybridge Society is
in the progress of
writing to Elmbridge
Council to express
concern that they
feel these Planning
Applications have
not been dealt with fully in the public interest.

The original proposal (2114), for 4 houses, was refused by
the Council in October last year and the subsequent appeal
was dismissed. The later application (0291) is for one
detached house and a block of 6 flats to the rear of 9, 11,
and 13 Hall Place Drive. The Planning Panel objected to this
proposal on grounds of character, dominance and overlooking. It was refused by the Council but the subsequent
appeal was allowed in August.
2. 44-46, Oatlands Chase (2008/1152)

This is a proposal to replace two two-storey detached
houses by a block of 5 town houses, each with living
accommodation on four floors. The Planning Panel has
objected to the application on grounds of bulk, dominance,
character and inadequate plans. This application has now
been withdrawn.
3. 77-79, Oatlands Drive (2008/1207)

This proposal is for the replacement of two detached
houses by a terrace of 6 town houses. The application was
refused by the Council in July and the outcome of the
subsequent appeal is still awaited

9. 27a & b Fortescue Rd (2007/2173 & 2008/0966 &
2321)

A third proposal for
this site is again for a
three storey building
in Fortescue Road.
The Planning Panel is
objecting on the
grounds that this
latest proposal would
be just as out of
character in the road, which consists mainly of bungalows,
as the previous applications were.

4. Land rear of 2, Vale Close (2008/1396)

This was an application for a detached house in part of the
rear garden of 2, Vale Close. The plot is very small and the
amenity space very limited making the development
cramped. The Planning Panel lodged an objection to it on
these grounds. The application has now been withdrawn.
5. 4, Woodland Grove (2008/1604)

This was an application for the replacement of a
single detached house by two pairs of semi-detached
4-bedroomed houses. The Planning Panel objected
on grounds of density, over-development, character,
overlooking and obtrusiveness. The Council refused the
application in August.
Court,

Oatlands

10. Brooklands College Buildings (2008/1003)

Chase

This application proposes the replacement of 10 flats (in two
blocks) by 12 three storey town houses. The Planning Panel
has objected to the scheme on the grounds that it is out of
character with its surroundings, and that it does not conform to the building line in Oatlands Chase. It should also be
mentioned that Surrey County Council regards the proposal
as unacceptable in its present form for access and transportation reasons and has recommended a number of
changes. This application was refused on 16th October.
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7. 44-46, Oatlands Chase (2008/1817)

This information is summarised from the Weybridge Society
Planning Panel’s records; it is up to date at the time of
writing and we hope that it is a true representation of the
committee’s opinions. Members may not know that letters
sent commenting on planning applications are usually
available to see on the Elmbridge Borough Council’s
web-site, Planning section, and this includes the letters sent
from the Planning Panel.

6. 1-10, Sycamore
(2008/1763)

23:21
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This is a very large
proposal to demolish
and replace many of the
buildings on this site as
well as to refurbish the
original building which
is listed. Weybridge
Society fully supported
the modernising of the
College,
but
were
disappointed that Brooklands College has not taken this
opportunity to include improved access to both the College
and to Heathside School. Weybridge Society expressed
concern about a possible increase in traffic on the
dangerous bend at the Heath Road entrance to the College.
This application has been approved.
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14. Grove Lodge etc, Old Avenue 2008/0484
This application, for just four houses, was refused by the
council on the grounds of the loss of dwellings on the site.
The applicant submitted an appeal against this decision.
The Inspector has allowed this appeal as he thought the
reason for the original refusal by the Council could not be
fully justified.

11. 133 Queens Rd (2005/2819, 2006/1747 &
2007/1426 & 2008/1986)

15. Grove Lodge etc. Old Avenue 2008/1977
A further application was submitted for 2 det and four
semi-det houses on the site.
This application was approved by the Council. We now wait
to see which of the two applications the developer proceeds
with.

The first application for 14 flats and the second for 12 flats
were refused by Elmbridge Council but the second application was permitted on appeal. The third application, for 28
apartments was refused by Elmbridge Council and was also
refused on appeal. Our Planning Panel has objected to the
fourth application which is for 27 units of sheltered accommodation, which we believe would be an over development
of the site and would dominate the approach to Weybridge
from the South.

2008/1163
16. 38, Queens Road
Another application to develop a building containing one flat
with a car-port.
This latest application was, again, refused by the council.
The application has now been submitted to the Planning
Inspector for final decision.
17. Heatherley, St George’s Road 2008/1540
An application to demolish the existing house and replace it
with a block of eight flats. We objected to this scheme as we
think it inappropriate for the site and out of character with
the location. This proposal was refused by the Council on the
19th September.

12. Churchfield Adult Education Centre

Elmbridge Borough Council has given consent for the education centre to become a nursery for 85 children. There will
be minor external alterations
to
the
building
and
more extensive alterations
internally. The building,
which is owned by Surrey
County Council, is being sold
to Casterbridge Care and
Education Ltd.
Churchfield had been an
adult education centre
since the beginning of the
twentieth century. Its role
ceased a few years ago
as a result of Government
changes to the way adult
education was funded.
A decade ago, when the centre was threatened with
development, the Society secured Grade II Listing which
gave it important protection. At the same time the nearby
recreational ground gates were also Grade II listed.
The Society supported the application having been
concerned that an important building in the town centre
might deteriorate if left empty for a long period. The Society
is satisfied that the alterations will be monitored to ensure
that they are in character with the listed building. The
Society is pleased that Churchfield is to continue its
educational role albeit at the start of the educational journey
rather than towards the end.
(This item submitted by Peter Vey, Planning Panel).

TRANSPORT PANEL
Joe Hall, Chair of the Transport Panel, has submitted this
item, following a Traffic Survey the Panel undertook on
behalf of the Society, and which was included in the Summer
2008 newsletter:

St. George’s Hill Ward submitted by Peter White, Joint
Chair, Planning Panel

13. Woodcote Court, Brooklands Road 2007/2945
This proposal for a development of 16 houses and 6 flats was
refused by the council in February. An appeal against the
decision was submitted by the applicant to the
Planning Inspectorate.

The Inspector has dismissed the appeal on the grounds that
he did not think that the proposals were appropriate to the
character and appearance of the area.
The proximity of the green belt land and the size of the
buildings were important factors in his decision.
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“We know from the recent traffic survey completed by our
members that most of us believe traffic is a serious issue in
our borough and do not think the local councils are acting in
our best interest in this respect. In the past, we have
contacted the councils about several of the issues we
consider important, but have not received any satisfactory
conclusions. We have decided to take matters into the wider
community. Of course, we in the Weybridge Society care
about what goes on in the community; but what about other
residents - not in our society. On a beautiful Saturday
October morning, a few of us made house to house calls for
signatures to a petition that we intend to deliver to the
council. The wording is added at the end of this article. Every
person who answered the door signed. While calling we were
shocked by the amount of residents who had taken the
trouble to contact the councils individually about traffic
issues. These issues (no surprises here) were speeding
vehicles, HGVs shaking the foundations of their houses,
safety for pedestrians and cyclists – the list went on. Many
felt they were being ‘fobbed off’ and not taken seriously.
It’s time for a united front. The petition is mainly concerned
with traffic issues and we hope addresses most of our
concerns on the subject. The success of the petition depends
on the amount of signatures, the more we can get the more
likely our council will listen to us. We would like your help.
Would you be prepared to visit a few of your neighbours to
ask for their signature – please contact me, Joe Hall, if you
are prepared to help – contact details are at the end of the
newsletter. The petition reads:
‘We the undersigned petition Surrey County Council,
Elmbridge Borough Council and Surrey Police to
better safeguard and protect Pedestrians, Cyclists,
and Residential Property in our community by the
provision of traffic calming, speed cameras, traffic
speed enforcement, safe crossings, cycle tracks,
wider footpaths and restrictions on HGV traffic to/
from M25/ A3.’”
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CHILDREN’S CENTRES
An exciting national development is coming to you
local area!
All children under five and their families should have access
to high quality early years’ services. Your local Sure Start
Children’s Centre is being set up to support families by
providing a ‘one-stop shop’ for:

On Monday 29th September, a packed house was treated to
a truly fascinating talk by John D Smith about how
Weybridge got its railway.
Introduced by our Chairman,
Barry Judd, John started his illustrated talk at the very
beginning – when the idea of a railway serving Southampton
to London was first mooted in 1830. He explained that his
research had included archives in Elmbridge Museum,
Surrey History Centre, National Railway Museum, and visits
to the railway itself.

health services and advice,
education advice and care,
 access to training and employment for parents,
 family support and outreach services
My name is Daphne Sohl and I am the Co-ordinator for the
Weybridge and St George’s Hill Children Centres. I have
been meeting lots of local schools, nurseries, playgroups,
churches and parents recently to introduce myself. I am
keen to hear from you if there is anything I can help with
whilst centre premises are being found. I also would like to
find out what you think should be offered by the centre.
Please call or text me on 07525 725670 or email daphsohl@googlemail.com. To find out more about Children’s
Centres in general visit: http://www.surestart.gov.uk. I look
forward to hearing from you!



In 1831, Francis Giles, a Civil Engineer, was employed to
survey the route. An Act of Parliament was needed to
enable the railway company to buy the land needed – 60
miles long, and 60 feet wide. An Act was obtained in 1834
and construction began but by 1836 only 10 miles of railway
had been made – but not all in the same place, being
broken sections totalling the 10 miles! Because of the slow
progress Francis Giles was replaced by Joseph Locke with
Thomas Brassey as contractor and thereafter work moved
forward. The route had to be excavated by thousands of
men labouring with picks, shovels and spades moving tons
of earth from the cuttings to form embankments and
carrying thousands of bricks to build bridges, viaducts and
walls. The first section from Nine Elms in London to Woking
Heath was ready for opening in May 1838.

WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY’S WEB SITE

Our web-master, Steve McCarthy has contributed the
following item:
“The Society sees its website as a valuable resource
for attracting new members and also for providing
information to local people about activities and facilities in
the town.

A site at Walton had been selected for a station which was
expected to serve a large area round about, including
Weybridge. But Weybridge residents wanted their own
station. An opportunity to strike a bargain with the railway
company arose when the route was amended so that it
crossed what are now known as Heath Road and Hanger
Hill. In exchange for permission to divert the roads so that
only one bridge was required the company agreed to
provide a station on a trial basis. The station proved
successful and soon the Royal Mail train stopped at
Weybridge (confirming its importance), along with Kingston
(Surbiton) and Woking Common stations. The journey from
Weybridge to Nine Elms took 59 minutes, and cost 2s 6d (2nd
class). The station master’s house, which still exists, dates
from 1842.

The website has recently been updated to give it an easier
way of navigating and also to provide a lot more local information. We encourage all members to send in feedback (via
the website, of course) and in particular provide information
which may be useful to others. Pages have been added to
list things like: useful local telephone numbers, local clubs
and societies, organisations for young people and residents
associations.
Why not check out if your local interests are represented if not just let us know about them and they can be included
- go to www.weybridgesociety.org.uk . Comments can be
sent to webmaster@weybridgesociety.org.uk .”

The bridge at Weybridge Station dates from 1838, and was
not built at right-angles to the track, which would have been
cheaper, but at a slanting angle. The original station was
replaced in 1857 and parts of this later building
survive.(Unfortunately a major fire in 1987 destroyed much
of it including the parcel office and bicycle park.)
An even
more extensive reconstruction followed the introduction of
four tracks in place of two in 1904. Access to the platforms
changed over the years from a slope, steep steps down,
then a more elongated set of steps, the addition of a lift (for
luggage), and a footbridge over the railway (previously,
passengers had to cross the actual railway lines on foot, to
go from one platform to another). A link was established
with a new line to Chertsey and Addlestone in 1848. The line
was electrified in 1937, although steam trains continued
until 1967.

John Smith illustrated his talk with a fascinating selection of
slides, and in his vote of thanks, our chairman, Barry Judd,
drew attention to John’s book, “ Weybridge, a station the
Railway Company did not want to build”, which was available
to purchase at the meeting. We commend this book to
members – it gives a detailed account of our station, to
which the foregoing report has not done justice! (Copies
available from Elmbridge Museum, or from the Walton &
Weybridge Local History Society).
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IMPACT – A NEW WEBSITE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Impact has been set up by young people for young people,
and it covers a very comprehensive range of topics from
serious to social, educational to recreational, health to safety, and with links to other websites of special relevance to
the young it is a very worthwhile resource.

If you know of a young person in the Weybridge area
who
might
be
interested
to
hear
of
this
website (www.elmbridgeimpact.co.uk) please pass on the
details.
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THAMES GATE-WEY UP-DATE
Tony Davis reports that unfortunately, the re-scheduled clear-up
of the Thames River Bank adjacent to the car park which had
been arranged for 29th November has had to be cancelled
because we have been let down by the Environment Agency.
They have been unable to do the work required to enable the
Weybridge Society working party to undertake the scrub and
lower tree pruning we had agreed to do. However, the work will
require to be done eventually, and we hope that in the next (or
future!) newsletter, we will be able to announce a date in the
spring when we will be calling upon volunteers to come forward
for a day of landscaping endeavour, followed by well earned
refreshment in the Old Crown!
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POLICE NEIGHBOURHOOD PANEL

In the late 1700s “Travellers on the road between Chertsey
and Weybridge had been routinely robbed by a highwayman,
who held up coaches at gunpoint and demanded money and
other valuables from the passengers. Eventually the road
fell out of favour because of the number of robberies taking
place. …. However, the notorious highwayman was
captured, and proved to be one of the Earl of Portmore’s
grooms, who worked at the stables at Hamm Court. The
Earl of Portmore kept racehorses in the farm stables, some
of which were reputed to belong to King George III.
Apparently, every time this groom wished to rob a passing
coach, he borrowed one of the Earl’s hunters from the
stables, but this was his undoing. Though he was not
recognised by his victims, someone did recognise the horse
he was riding, and he was caught and probably hanged.”
Extract from “ Weybridge Past” by Neil White, published by
Phillimore.

Despite very wide publicity – (front page of the Weybridge
News & Mail, notices in shop windows, our Autumn
newsletter, etc., etc) – the attendance at the Police
Neighbourhood Panel on 9th October was unusually small –
perhaps due to the fact that many of the most pressing issues
in the area had been successfully resolved, or if not resolved,
genuine progress had been made to achieve this aim.

Neighbourhood Officer PC Richard Bowen opened the
meeting by introducing the two Police Community Support
Officers (PCSOs) for Weybridge, Mark (already known to
those attending) and Helen (recently joined from duty in
Molesey).

Last meeting’s priority target for policing of cars being driven
erratically by young boys in the Churchfields Car Park had
been satisfactorily resolved, with Section 59 Anti Social Orders
being placed on the drivers (this meant that any future
apprehension for this activity would result in the cars being
seized and crushed). One young man was prosecuted for
having no insurance, no driving licence and no tax – fines
(and the £300 cost of his car, which was crushed) totalled
over £1000. PC Bowen felt that as word got round amongst
the young man’s peers, it would act as a deterrent to others,
especially to those coming in to Weybridge from Addlestone
and Chertsey. PC Bowen further reported that strong action
– which had been reported in the press – to clamp down on
illegal activities at the Social Club in Springfield Lane had been
successful, and a watching brief continued.

RECRUITMENT WEEK SUCCESS

Alan Smith, Recruitment Week Organiser, reports:
“The Weybridge Society Recruitment Week which ran in the
Weybridge Library in mid-September has been widely judged
to have been a great success, with 47 new members
recruited, with hopefully a few more to come. Undoubtedly
the Library was a good choice of location with excellent
facilities, while the Library manager, Judith White, and her
staff proved to be most helpful. Many thanks indeed to
them all.

PC Bowen encouraged everyone to inform the police of any
suspicious or unusual activity in their area – sometimes even
the smallest piece of information could act as a catalyst to
solving crimes. There had been a slight increase in crime in
the area – particularly theft of pedal cycles, and thefts from
homes especially in the Portmore Park area. Building sites
seemed to be a magnet for vans, which although having no
connection with the sites, could be parked more inconspicuously
amongst contractors’ vehicles, and made taking away items
stolen from neighbouring homes easier. PC Bowen said most
thefts from sheds were at night, whilst home burglary was
more often in the day, and he emphasised the importance of
making sure all property was securely locked. Cycling on the
pavement was again raised, and PC Bowen said that his
officers continued to address this issue – some success had
been experienced as a result in identifying stolen cycles.

Thanks are also due to all the volunteers who took turns at
our stall, particularly James Bell, who also provided the
clever large-scale printing of the banner which went across
the top of the display board, and the name labels. The other
helpers were Maggie Alderman, Barry Judd, Anne Lindsay,
Anne Littleton, Richard Marshall, Helen Mills, Carolyn
Pennycook, John Pennycook, Doreen Purefoy, Susan Smith,
Louis Solway, Raymond Spary, Trevor Tarring, Peter Vey, and
last but not least Margaret Wicks who not only did ‘time’ at
the Library, but also successfully followed up many
membership enquiries afterwards. We would also like to
thank very much the owner of the Post Office and
newsagent opposite the Library for allowing us to use one of
his A-frame display boards to advertise our event in the
Library. Thanks to the Surrey Herald for their support.

After further discussion and upon a vote, it was decided that
thefts from homes should be the priority for policing, whilst
cycling on pavements should also continue to be addressed.

On the Saturday morning the Mayor of Elmbridge, Councillor
Nigel Cooper, came to see us. He was most appreciative of
the Society’s activities and very much joined in the spirit of
the event; he didn’t actually manage to recruit anyone, but
we assured him this was only because his time at the Library
proved to be very quiet!

Helen Mills, well-known local
artist and Society member,
was kind enough to give us
a painting of the Wey Old
Bridge as a raffle prize, for
all new members joining
during the Recruitment
Week and up to the end of
2008. Thank you, Helen.
The raffle will be drawn by
her, at the start of the first
Society evening meeting,
being held on January 19th,
2009 – see details on the
front page.”

23:21

Members may remember that your secretary had written to
the Home Office, and then to Surrey Police about providing
stab vest for PCSOs. (Surrey Police was one of the few
services that did not provide them initially). PC Bowen was
pleased to announce that it had now been agreed to provide
these to the Police Community Support Officers with
immediate effect – an announcement that was met with a
round of applause!

7

PC Bowen may be contacted by telephone 07967 988406; to
report a crime use 0845 125 222, or for urgent matters, or
when a crime is being commited, or emergency services
are required, dial 999. PC Bowen’s email address is
bowen1375@surrey.pnn.police.uk. The next meeting of the
Police Neighbourhood Panel would be held on 29th January,
2009, at 7 p.m., in St James’ Parish Centre. Come along, and
take the opportunity of raising matters that concern
you about Weybridge, and which you would like the
neighbourhood police to target.
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ELMBRIDGE MUSEUM’S NEW EXHIBITION

This time’s business profile is for the veritable ‘Aladdin’s
cave’ in High Street, Weybridge, TREASURES, which has
recently been refurbished. The shop has been trading since
1999, offering unusual products from the East. With
authentic Asian gifts in innovative designs and contemporary
styles, jewellery (both gold and costume), exclusive Indian
garments, incense sticks, toys and useful household items
TREASURES is full of surprises, and is unique in Weybridge.

Do you like people watching? Then Heads & Tales: The
Many Faces of Elmbridge is for you! Full of portraits and
life-stories, Heads & Tales is the new exhibition at
Elmbridge Museum, open from 8th November 2008 to 22nd
January 2009.

Heads & Tales celebrates our Borough’s diverse residents,
both past and present. Meet shopkeepers, musicians,
celebrities,
politicians,
artists,
actors,
teachers,
entrepreneurs, pub-landlords and many others besides.
Human nature compels us to be intrigued by the people
around us. We love to find out what stories lie behind a face,
and Heads & Tales reveals many colourful characters.
Heads & Tales tries to get to the bottom of who creates that
‘sense of community’. The volunteer who runs your sports
team? The historian who keeps the past alive? Or the person
who hands you a parking ticket? Above all, is Elmbridge more
than the sum of its parts?

Visit Elmbridge Museum to see some familiar faces, and
perhaps make some new acquaintances… For further
information, log onto www.elmbridgemuseum.org.uk
or tel: Elmbridge Museum on 01932 843573
or email ebcmuseum@elmbridge.gov.uk
Museum opening hours Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri, 11 a.m. – 5
p.m., Sat - 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. (closed
Thursday, Sunday and Bank Holidays).

Services include tailoring alterations, local delivery and giftwrapping. This family owned business is run by Mala, who
always extends a warm welcome to those who visit her shop,
and with Christmas coming and the gift season upon us, she
feels that a visit to TREASURES could solve some of your
present buying issues! Next to the Sam Beare Hospice bookshop, TREASURES windows catch the eye with the wide
range of merchandise on offer. TREASURES, 7a High
Street, Weybridge, KT13 8AX, Tel: 01932 830601 is
open during normal trading hours Mondays to Saturdays.
Why not drop in?
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