
 

Summer 2016                                                                                                                                                                                              Hon. Patron – Michael Aspel OBE 

 

WEYBRIDGE ON FILM 

By Haley Jenkins  

 
We are always delighted to receive emails from members 
and non-members alike, as they often highlight jewels of 
information that we were not aware of. The BFI – British 
Film Institute – National Archive restored six Wonderful London films in 
2012, which were originally released in 1920s and produced by Graham-
Wilcox Productions. Each contains a travelogue contrasting ‘different 
aspects of city life’. All the films were reproduced in their original colours 
and John Sweeney’s piano accompaniments were added. 

One film of particular interest is ‘Along Father Thames to 
Shepperton, 1924’, which is eleven minutes long.  The description on the 
website states: ‘A pleasure boat takes us up the Thames from Canbury 
Gardens, below Kingston, Surrey, to Shepperton, showing the grand houses 
fronting on to the river and houseboats of the well-to-do. Includes well-
known beauty spots such as Molesey, David Garrick’s House and Fred Karno's 
rarely-filmed 'Karsino' of Tagg’s Island.’  

At eight minutes and twenty-nine seconds, the film brings us into 
River Wey and through the Weybridge Lock – which was replaced this year – 
and takes us up past the farmer’s fields where horses and cows are still 
grazing today! 

Thank you to Mary Brook who pointed us towards this film. Mary is 
involved in the nine-year-long Hampton Court Campaign Rescue, which is 
battling to protect the setting of Hampton Court Palace on the strip of land 
between the River Thames and Hampton Court Station. Under current threat is the ‘Jolly Boatman’ site, whose future is 
uncertain. In July 2015, it received a new owner – Alexpo – and a fully approved plan for development. If you are at all 
interested in these developments, please go to www.hamptoncourtrescuecampaign.com. The Weybridge Society has always 
been at the forefront of the fight to save local Weybridge heritage and landscape, we must help our neighbours to do the 
same.  

Thanks to this film, we are very interested in doing an up-to-date remake of the journey. This is still in the ‘idea 
bouncing’ stages, but if anyone has any ideas or resources that may assist us in this project, please let us know!  
 

THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

By Chairman Dave Arnold 

On April 6th the Weybridge Society held the Annual General 
Meeting in St. James Parish Centre, Weybridge. There was 
a terrific turn out, we were so pleased to see so many 
members – as well as newcomers – engaging with the 
committee and proposing topics to discuss during the 
course of the evening. For those of you who couldn’t make 
it, the highlights of the Chairman’s report follow. 

At last year's AGM members gave their approval to 
apply to the Charity Commission for charitable status.  This 

resulted in a considerable amount of effort preparing the 
paper work necessary to make the application.  We are 

www.weybridgesociety.org.uk 

‘....our concerns were not addressed by either 

Surrey or Elmbridge Councils...’ 

On May 11th we were informed by the 

Charity Commission that the Weybridge 

Society’s application to become a 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

(“CIO”) had been approved.  We will 

keep members informed of the 

timetable to transfer assets, liabilities 

and membership to the CIO via the 

website and eblast.  Full details will be in 

the Autumn edition of the newsletter 

 SUNDAY JULY 3RD 2016 1pm-4pm 
This year’s Summer Party will again be 

held in the gardens of Committee 

Member, Anne Lindsay and her 

husband Ray.   ‘Splash’ in Wey 

Meadows is an idyllic spot in the rural 

riverside along the River Wey, and 

wonderful for a summer garden party.  

An Application Form for tickets is 

enclosed with this newsletter.   Please 

apply as soon as possible. 

 

http://www.hamptoncourtrescuecampaign.com/
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pleased to say that we are now in the final stages of 
getting agreement on our draft constitution and hope it 
will be finalised in the near future. As well as the 
submissions to the Charity Commission it has been 
considered necessary to cleanse and validate the 
membership database and to review options for updating 
the current database management system. A small 
working party has been set up under the Chairmanship of 
Steve McCarthy to consider these issues.  

We continue to improve communication with our 
members through increasing our email contact list; this 
enables us to send brief news alerts to some 200 
addressees in a fast and cost-effective manner.  We do 
hope those that receive these ‘e-blast’ messages find them 
useful.  We think they are valuable and would welcome 
more email contacts that we can add to our list.  Some 35 
of our members now receive their Newsletter 
electronically; if any of you wish to do likewise please 
notify a member of the Committee.  I would like to say a 
big thanks to Steve McCarthy our webmaster who has 
continued to work tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure 
its smooth operation; Steve, many thanks for your efforts. 
The Society’s Twitter account continues to keep people 
informed of local events and news; many thanks to Sally 
Bean for managing the account for the Society. Anne 
Lindsay has ensured that the quarterly newsletter is 
delivered to members and we are indebted to Anne for all 
her efforts.  Associated with Anne’s activities we must not 
forget the newsletter distributors- many thanks to all of 
you for help in this task.   

One of the key activities of the Society is to examine 
and comment on planning applications and the Society is 
fortunate to have an enthusiastic and professional 
Planning Panel. The excellent work continues and I would 
like to thank all those involved which are: Raymond Spary, 
Eric Hammond, Peter White, Barry Judd, Richard Marshall, 
Tim Williams, Phil Watson, Hugh Edgar and Richard 
Manthorpe. During the last year it has continued to review 
and assess the numerous Planning Applications that affect 
Weybridge.  In particular we would like to highlight two.  
The first relates to the Honda garage site at the junction of 
Queens Road and Princes Road. In 2014 an application for 
a 5 storey block of 51 flats plus two retail outlets was 
refused by councillors mainly because of massing and its 
large residential density compared to the norms in 
Weybridge, a view supported by the Society and a high 
proportion of the local residents.  In the Autumn of 2015 a 
second application for 46 flats + 2 retail outlets was 
submitted followed shortly after by an appeal to the 
planning inspector of the refusal of the first proposal.  In 
February this second application was refused by 
Councillors despite the Officer's recommendation for 
acceptance.  The reasons for refusal were similar to those 

for the first; there was also significant local opposition to 
the application - because of the total unsuitability of the 
application to the local character of the Queens Road 
village environment. The developer has recently lodged an 
appeal on this decision. 

The other Application relates to development of a 
block of flats at the Grotto site.  In June 2015 an 
application for an outline development of 9 flats, with no 
garages or drop-off points, was granted.  The Society and 
local residents were concerned about the high density of 
the development and the absence of any off-street car 
parking spaces.  Additionally, concern was raised about the 
poor visibility for pedestrians at this dangerous junction 
and the lack of any attempt to solve this hazard.  
Unfortunately, our concerns were not addressed by either 
Surrey or Elmbridge councils.  In a subsequent application 
related to landscaping the danger to pedestrians was 
recognised by our Surrey County Councillor but it was too 
late to amend the proposed development.  This means 
that any rectification now falls on Surrey Highways and us 
as council tax payers rather than the developer. The 
Society has pointed out the need to ensure that such 
safety concerns are resolved in the early planning stages 
and has written to Elmbridge on this point but has not 
received a response. 

An important part of the Society's activities is its 
events programme and we must thank Annette Davies for 
all her efforts in organising them.  In the last year we have 
had three talks, the first in October by Nick Pollard about 
the Islands in the Thames between Weybridge and 
Shepperton. In December Valerie Bartlett presented a 
history of Ashford and St Peter’s Hospital and gave an 
insight into the future including the progress of the 
proposed merger with the Royal Surrey Hospital Guildford.  
Recently in February Allan Winn, Brooklands Museum 
Director gave us a fascinating talk on the museum and the 
plans for the refurbishment of the Grade II listed WW2 
Wellington Hanger.  I would like to say a special thanks to 
Annette Davis who is not standing for re-election to the 
Main Committee; Annette has been planning and 
organising our events for many years and we must extend 
our thanks to her for all her time and dedication. Please 
make sure you keep a look out for notice of future events 
in the newsletter or via e-blast emails.  Many of you will 
have attended the very successful Summer Party last July.  
We were blessed by the weather and all enjoyed the 
tranquil setting of Anne and Ray Lindsay’s home.  We again 
must thank Anne and Ray for allowing us to enjoy a 
summer afternoon in their garden and to Margaret Wicks 
for all her help.   It was a pleasure to have Michael and 
Irene Aspel join us for the afternoon and to enjoy 
Michael’s own unique way of presenting the raffle prizes.  
The party raised a total of £417 of which half was donated 
to Sam Beare Hospice and the other half to British Red 
Cross.  The donation to the Red Cross was made in 
memory of Carolyn Pennycook who died suddenly last year 

‘...the excellent work continues...... 



3                                                                        Weybridge Society Newsletter – Summer 2016 
 

 
 

while still Secretary of the Society.  I am pleased to say we 
will be holding the Party again this year on Sunday July 3rd 
so please make a note of the date in your diaries. 

Last year I mentioned the support that the Society 
was giving to the refurbishment of the Weybridge Point car 
park and our thanks go to Tony Davis who has led the 
Society’s involvement.  Last year the proposal for funds out 
of Elmbridge’s Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
submitted by Thames Landscape Strategy project was 
rejected by Weybridge Councillors due to concerns raised 
by some local residents and rowers about the reduction of 
car parking spaces.  A revised proposal was submitted early 
in 2016 and funding for a small design phase has been 
secured under CIL funding; this phase will be an outline 
design which will be developed in discussions with local 
residents to ensure their support. An additional part of the 
last submission for CIL funding was for new signage 
between the Thames path and Wey Navigation, which has 
now been approved. 

I am sorry to report a couple of months ago 
Margaret Wicks resigned from the committee due to 
significant other commitments.  Margaret has made a 
major contribution to the Society including being our 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary for which we are 
very grateful.  I am pleased to say that all the other current 
committee members other than Annette Davies have 
agreed to be put forward for re-election to the committee.  
On your behalf I would like to thank the current committee 
for all their time and effort during the year; without them 
the Society would not function. Three new committee 
members were officially elected during the AGM: our 
webmaster Steve McCarthy, our newsletter editor Haley 
Jenkins and Trevor Lewis. Trevor is leading the tasks to 
rationalise and validate the members' database and as 
such is an ideal membership secretary should he be 
elected to the committee

 

NOTE FROM THE EDITING TEAM:  

‘For this edition we decided to adopt a planning theme, and are pleased to include articles by Councillor Andrew Davis, 
Councillor Simon Foale and Brian Fairclough (who stood down as Councillor for St George’s Hill immediately prior to the 
election on 5th May). All gained considerable experience  serving on the West Area Planning Committee. In addition, we have 
included an article by Alan Wright, a society member whose baptism in local planning matters was his involvement in objecting 
to the former Trident Honda site at 30 Queens Road, where he spoke persuasively on behalf of local residents against both of 
the applications lodged by Cleanslate. Alan shares his impressions as a newcomer to the Planning process. We also invited 
Elmbridge Borough Council’s Planning Services to submit an article highlighting the difficult role they have to perform, but 
they declined. 

In future editions we intend to run a series of articles by Raymond Spary explaining how the society’s planning committees go 
about analysing planning applications, the criteria used and how they then try to influence the decision makers. 

Hopefully these articles will have whet your appetites to think more about the town in which we live. With this in mind, we 
would like to invite readers to submit their own articles of 500 words on their Vision for Weybridge for publication in 
subsequent editions. Please be aware, however, that we cannot accept material of a party political nature.’ 
 

THE BROADWATER 

By Barry Hylton Davies 
 
Weybridge has a hidden gem on its doorstep, a secluded sliver of water, a lake referred to variously as ‘The 

Broadwater’, ‘Broad Water’ and ‘Broadwater’. It is known to a fortunate few – mainly patrons of the Oatlands Park Hotel and 
those residents along much of the northern side of Oatlands Drive who overlook it. Some three-quarters of a mile long and, 
even at its broadest, just 100 yards - its name is in fact a misnomer. It is a beauty spot that is unfrequented since most of the 
land that lines its shores is in private hands; besides, the northern shore was until recently inaccessible due to impenetrable 
undergrowth. But now a pathway has been cleared: it is now negotiable, though the going is tough and there are a couple of 
water hazards where water channels leading from the lake towards the River Thames have to be dealt with. 

Yet an exciting project is in prospect. Just over £100,000 has been allocated by Elmbridge Borough Council for Surrey 
County Council to establish a proper path for use by the general public. Its starting point would be off Grenside Road (just 
behind St George’s Junior School) in Weybridge and it would proceed along the northern shore of the Broadwater to Cowey 
Sale (and to the Walton Bridge end of Oatlands Drive). And that’s not all. It would offer the opportunity of being part of a 
circular walk linking up with the Thames Path to return to Weybridge. 

Broadwater is of interest not solely as a beauty spot: it also has an interesting history. In the 18th Century it formed an 
integral part of a famous landscape park, Oatlands Park, overlooked by Oatlands House, the site of today’s Oatlands Park 
Hotel. The Park was the creation of Henry Pelham Clinton, 9th Earl of Lincoln and nephew of two prime ministers. Taking 
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advantage of the ridge overlooking the flat Thames valley at this point, the Earl created his park, including the Broadwater as 
one of the park’s many features; another was his famous grotto. The Broadwater was an artificial creation, its contours 
mirroring the 18th Century taste for the serpentine look. The key point was that, although contrived, it had to give the 
appearance of being natural.  

Until the Earl set to work this stretch of water was altogether different, in shape and in size. It was not even a lake but 
a formal basin or canal in a cruciform shape about half a mile long lying directly below the House. This had been created by 
Lincoln’s father in the 17th or early 18th Century when formal garden design was the fashion. 

What we don’t know is how it looked before the 17th Century, in Tudor times, when King Henry VIII’s magnificent 
Oatlands Palace stood little more than 100 yards from the western end of today’s Broadwater. The Rede family’s manor house 
which Henry acquired, then transformed into a palace, was surrounded by a moat fed by underground springs, which 
presumably also feed our Broadwater. To extend the manor house Henry had the moat filled in and the water directed into an 
underground culvert to convey it to the Thames, perhaps via our Broadwater. It is plausible to speculate that this expanse of 
water might have been used as a pond or ponds for breeding and keeping fish for the Tudor table. 

And now back to 2016 and the proposed path. As already mentioned, a lot of work has already been done to clear a 
pathway and £101,640 is available to fund the path’s further development. This work could begin almost immediately and be 
completed later this year. However, one of the landowners through whose land this proposed Right of Way would pass, St 
George’s School, has recently raised an objection and until the problem is resolved work cannot start. If there is no early 
resolution work will probably not start until next year at the earliest by which time the undergrowth will have fought its way 
back and the public will have been denied access to this beautiful and historic setting. It is to be hoped that the parties 
concerned will soon be able to settle their differences. 

 
[The writer would be pleased to hear from anyone with further information about Broadwater. His e-mail address is 
bhd.add@talktalk.net] 
 
 

THE PLANNING PROCESS – EXPERIENCES OF A WEYBRIDGE RESIDENT 

By Alan Wright 
 

Agreement on planning issues will probably never be easy to reach. One person’s dream can be a neighbour’s nightmare; one 
developer’s profit potential can be perceived as a blight by the wider community. What all participants should have a right to 
expect, however, is that what can be a stressful process operates fairly and allows all views to be properly heard. How does 
Elmbridge measure up against these criteria? Not as well perhaps as many of us would like. 

Clear and effective communication about new planning proposals is critical to securing confidence in the process. 
However, reliance is placed on local newspaper advertisements that few people these days read, on display notices not always 
as visible as they might be, and on letters sent only to immediate neighbours ignoring any potential impact on the wider 
community, as for example in the case of a current application to extend significantly a local business surrounded by a 
residential area. Public annoyance at having to rely on neighbours to alert them or finding out after deadlines have passed 
should not be underestimated. 

The timing of applications can create suspicion about the fairness of the process. Deadlines set overlapping holiday 
periods, based on dates of letters that might not be received until days later – or in a recent case not at all until pressure from 
residents produced a second letter - severely curtailing the time available to comment. Individual electors and Council Tax 
payers who seek extra time are made to feel like supplicants relying on the good favour of officials to secure a concession.   

The consultation process can appear rather one-sided, particularly when larger scale developments are involved. 
Officials are at pains, and to be fair are required by Government, to assist developers in working up acceptable proposals. This 
has two effects. Developers seem to think that persuading planning officials of the merits of their proposal is rather more 
important than engaging with residents and that Councillors should then simply nod a recommendation through. In turn, 
residents are left with little idea how far officers have actually influenced developers or vice versa. Their own detailed 
objections appear too often to be swept up in a general statement in a planning officer’s report that they have been 
addressed. If a proposal is rejected, the same process unwinds as developers re-submit their proposal with minor 
modifications, claiming that all objections have now been met. And so the merry-go-round goes on. 

Objectors are guided as to the matters they can comment on and are expected to operate within the parameters of 
arcane planning documentation and guidelines most of us do not immerse ourselves in on a daily basis. Design Statements and 
planning officers’ reports often appear to draw on precedents objectors will be unaware of and generally unable to counter 
with other precedents that might support a contrary case. It is therefore perhaps not surprising when residents scratch their 
heads in disbelief to see assumptions made that ‘Key Gateways’ seem to exist wherever you happen to live in Weybridge if the 
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term can be used to justify otherwise inappropriate development; or that the height of a 1992 proposal not actually built can 
be significant for an entirely different context in 2016; or a block of nine – now 11 – flats aimed at young professionals can be 
agreed without parking provision because they will not have cars, they will use bikes or walk or park in neighbouring streets 
despite current  parking stress. The game appears strange indeed and somewhat intimidating to most people who have more 
than enough to deal with in their day to day lives. 

Planning officials and Councillors of course have a difficult job to do to balance different interests and to ensure that 
proposals meet planning guidelines and statutory requirements. The caseloads can be large and timetables tight. 
Nevertheless, there is potentially much to be gained in terms of securing public confidence and engagement and of ensuring 
better informed, evidence-based and supported planning decisions if planners opened a dialogue with residents on how their 
work is perceived and how the process might be improved. After all, as a community we are ultimately all in this together and 
posterity has to live with the results. 

 

MAJOR PLANNING ISSUES FOR 

WEYBRIDGE 

By Andrew Davis  
 
For most of our history landowners could build whatever 
they liked.  There was the odd restriction – but by and 
large it was a free for all.  Safety and public health was 
regulated centuries ago but it was only in 1947 that the 
landowner’s right to build was removed.  I think it would 
be safe to say that had there not been any planning law in 
England then Weybridge would be part of a London 
conurbation stretching to the east and south coasts.  On 
the other hand, depending on other policies pursued, we 
would not have a housing crisis as we know it today. 

In my view, the two major planning issues for 
Weybridge are its inability to provide a transport 
infrastructure that can cater readily for the current 
population and its inability to provide homes for its people.  
These problems are overwhelmed by the demand by 
outsider’s understandable demand to live in Weybridge 
and to drive through it. 

Planning law is inextricably linked to a myriad of 
other policies so that in and of itself it cannot deliver 
sufficient housing for our young people nor can it provide 
sufficient transport infrastructure.  Currently planning law 
does manage, to an extent, to dampen the supply of 
executive homes, and broadly protects the Green Belt and 
conservation areas.  However, that simply has the effect of 
increasing the value of the land and the wealth of those 
who own it.  This in turn makes Weybridge a more 
desirable place in which to live for home owners and a 
place where its young have to leave to begin their own 
family. Imagine if all English people had to leave the 
country to start a family. 

Under the present planning policy structure 
Weybridge will continue to increase its population without 
increasing in size.  It will be a denser town with serious 
traffic congestion for significant hours of the day and with 
greater parking stress.  Slowly but surely lower density 
plots will be redeveloped – as has been happening for 
years – but with London’s population growing so quickly 
the pressure to develop will increase.  There are proposals 

from the national government to relax Green Belt 
protection.  Without mitigating these proposals by 
investing in transport infrastructure we could end in the 
worst of both worlds: for example, Weybridge coalescing 
with Cobham and taking ages to travel from one town to 
the other given all the new side-streets off Seven Hills 
road.  

Another future would be with a new national 
settlement – keeping government decisions as close to the 
people as possible.  Weybridge could follow most places in 
Surrey in having its own town council.  This council could 
have a wider planning remit than town councils have at 
present - even taking over the role of Elmbridge and Surrey 
regarding planning issues of only local concern.  Such a 
settlement is a little way off – and could be affected by the 
referendum result in June. 

Until such day arrives the local planning authority, 
Elmbridge, and the local transport planning authority, 
Surrey, will need to ensure that their policies are clear, 
robust and meet our needs.  This takes time, experience 

and money.  Each authority has a set of policy documents 
that underpin their policies: for example the Core Strategy 
and the Development Management Plan.  Each of these 

‘Until such day arrives the local planning 

authority, Elmbridge, and the local 

transport planning authority, Surrey, will 

need to ensure that their policies are clear, 

robust and meet our needs.’  

The future of Weybridge? Mock ups for the Town Centre, 

provided by Alan Davis. 
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documents is updated from time to time and come to us 
for consultation.  Weybridge Society planning panels have 
a fine record of engagement in this process – especially in 
regard to Elmbridge planning policy.  It could be to 
Weybridge’s advantage if the society were to engage in 
Surrey’s transport planning policy development process 
too.  The society has produced its own carefully thought-
through transport plans in the recent past.  As most of the 

recent planning upsets in the town have centred on 
parking and traffic issues, which are Surrey’s responsibility, 
as Surrey’s decisions relating to each planning application 
are based on their own transport planning policies, 
Weybridge Society’s engaging with Surrey to make sure its 
transport planning policies are robust would help to 
forestall further problems in future. 

 

 
 

WEYBRIDGE HAS LOST ITS CHARM! 

By Brian Fairclough 
 
Weybridge is now an urban sprawl with no noticeable 
boundaries from adjoining towns, no heart, nowhere to 
park and a poor selection of shops. Rather as Tolworth, 
Surbiton and Ewell are. Weybridge has lost its charm and 
difficult decisions need to be taken to restore any sense of 
community. 

The reason has been planning applications pushed 
through by Elmbridge BC (of which I served as a Councillor 
until recently). Nobody likes over-development but that is 
happening with areas like lower St George's Hill close to 
becoming permanent building sites as developers cash in 
on the government's decree of extra housing being built. 
Yes in some (but not all) cases developers make a 
contribution to provide affordable housing but where can 
you find that in Weybridge? 

We need to distinguish between owner-occupied 
developments where residents are looking to make a once 
in a lifetime profit and corporate developments where 
there is little concern for our infrastructure. 

Planning decisions are made on an individual basis 
so 10 houses in a road could be knocked down and 
developed but the applications would be treated 
separately and as long as all boxes, from a statutory 
perspective are ticked, they would be permitted. 

The default position for Elmbridge tends to be to 
permit an application, however the applicant might have 

had a series of meetings with Elmbridge before the 
application goes before a committee of 10 councillors to 
decide to permit or refuse. If refused, applicant can then 
appeal and if successful ask for costs to be paid by 
Elmbridge which might be 10's of thousands of pounds of 
our money. Therefore Elmbridge will advise to permit an 
application. In many ways their hands are tied by national 
government and the Elmbridge Local Plan which your 
council votes to adopt or otherwise. 

So I fear for Weybridge in the next 10 year span. 
The Honda site is a massive test case whereby the 
applicants argue that it is in the town and we all know that 
is not the case. 

 
So what can be done? 
  
We clearly need a fresh approach. People have to take 
ownership of this problem and we need help and advice 
from some of our younger constituents in the professions. 
In the short term we should set up a group to lobby Surrey 
Highways about the parking problems we have and how 
over-development is impacting the area. We should lobby 
national government to make us a special case.  Weybridge 
is Full. Com. All of this should be under the umbrella of a 
new group called Weybridge Residents, perhaps the 
Weybridge Society should change its name! 

 

PLANNING: A WEYBRIDGE COUNCILLORS VIEW 

By Simon Foale  
 

Weybridge is an attractive place to live, conveniently located for London, with the countryside and the riverside very 
close-by. These benefits have meant a strong local economy and a growing population. This growth creates constant demands 
on our Planning Department 

There are a number of significant planning issues facing Weybridge and its wider community. Chief amongst these are 
delivering much-needed housing without blighting the community with inappropriate development, heavy traffic and 
inadequate car parking.  
 

How planning committees work 
Councillors on our Area and Full Planning Committees constantly wrestle with the competing demands of trying to 

preserve the pleasant character of our area whilst increasing the number of homes to meet growing demand and relieve 
pressure on affordability. 
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Planning committees are pseudo-judicial in nature and although their composition is determined on party lines, there 
is no whip and members must be directed by planning law. As such, members of the same party regularly have opposing 
views.  It certainly helps to avoid ‘NIMBYism’ that Councillors from outside of the ward can take an independent view. Whilst 
Councillors absolutely do take residents’ views into account, they must ensure that decisions are within the law and policy 
guidelines. 

For example, in making decisions Councillors must take account of the National Planning Policy Framework. This 
makes a presumption in favour of building. It is therefore increasingly difficult for Councillors to turn down applications at the 
committee stage.   

The Elmbridge Development Management Plan supported by our Core Strategy also guide us. These are the basis for 
our planning decisions, so we need to ensure that they reflect the needs of the local community in an evidence-based way.  

We must act within these parameters. If our decision is later overturned by the Bristol-based Inspector because we 
have not observed them we can incur significant costs; it is your money and we do not want to waste it. 
 

Challenges for Councillors  
In managing traffic and road issues we are often reliant on the County Council, and it is a source of some frustration 

that we do not always get the level of support from them we would like. Roads are one of the issues that residents raise most 
often with us and this is inherently linked with future development.    

Another frustration is that developers often successfully dispute the contribution we ask towards for towards 
affordable housing on the grounds that they would not be able to make a profit. Despite these claims being verified 
independently the rules used appear to be stacked against us. 
 

The future 
In the next 10-15 years I hope to see Weybridge maintaining its character while at the same time developing with a 

thriving town centre and a slow increase in the number of homes. It would be lovely to see an improved traffic flow in town 
centre and greater footfall in our shops.   

The Council Core Strategy has a target of providing 1150 affordable homes (gross) between 2010 and 2026, equivalent 
to 77 per year.  So far we are on target but it is increasingly difficult to identify where these additional homes will come from 
in the medium term.  

There are of course challenges to any vision and it goes without saying that working with Surrey County Council 
together with the financial constraints set by national funding cuts are significant amongst those challenges. 
 
 

THE LATEST FROM THE CHURCHFIELDS 

ALLOTMENTS! 

By Carlye Case 
 
A nine acre oasis in the heart of Weybridge, Churchfields allotments (managed by the 
Weybridge Allotment Holders’ and Gardeners’ Association) is undergoing a major clean-up 
effort this spring and has received an important assist from a group of Brooklands College 
students, working under the auspices of the Prince’s Trust. The Trust assists young people 
who have been in care, are unemployed, have been in trouble with the law, or are 
struggling at school. In February, the Brooklands College team had completed fundraising 
efforts and were seeking a community project that could be accomplished within a two-
week period; a perfect match was found at Churchfields. 
 
A decade ago, two plots were set aside for use by students at Walton Leigh – a secondary 
school for pupils with severe and profound learning difficulties. On one plot, half a dozen 
table-top beds were constructed to provide access for those children who were 
wheelchair-bound and on the second, an orchard was planted by the RHS. Several of the 
beds had fallen into disrepair; these were rebuilt by the the Prince’s Trust team, who also 
acquired the necessary materials. In addition, the shed and all the beds were freshly 
painted, the compost pile was cleared of weeds and the whole area received a general 
clear-out. A couple of weeks after completion of the project, the Brooklands students 
came back to the site to meet the Walton Leigh pupils and assist them with their first planting of the season. 

The Clubhouse Project, Churchfield 

Allotments 

Photographs taken by staff 

members Glenn Matthews and 

Lisa Keep 
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Walton Leigh harvests rhubarb, onions, potatoes, and fruit which are then used in their life skills classes. The beans 
that they plant start life at the school as these are easily grown from seed. Herbs are appreciated by students with severely 
impaired vision and cut flowers are used for teaching counting and measurement. The plot, which is unique in not being on a 
school site, allows the pupils to be out in the community. In fact, one of the goals of an off-site garden was to increase visibility 
of the children within the community. Plot holders will stop to talk with them, lend a helping hand, or donate plants. When the 
Brooklands College students came down, it provided an opportunity for them to interact with their peers. Jinny Liebner, a 
school governor, calls the plot “an invaluable resource for the school”. The rent is paid each year by two, very kind, donors. 

The success of the Walton Leigh venture led to a second pair of plots at Churchfields being let by The Clubhouse 
Project, a facility for young adults with learning and/or physical disabilities. Some of the Walton Leigh students graduate to 
The Clubhouse Project. This group of 15 young people can frequently be seen tending their well-maintained and whimsical 
plots. Lately, they have been busy planting fruit trees on one and sowing seeds and planting vegetables on the other. They will 
soon be painting their shed and sprucing up their sensory garden, including turning the corner posts into “totem poles” 
decorated with mosaic tiles. The sensory garden has a seating area which the young people use for drawing and painting. 

The Weybridge Allotment Holders’ and Gardeners’ Association AGM, held in March, included an informative and 
hugely entertaining talk by Jim Buttress, a judge on the BBC’s Big Allotment Challenge and the recipient of the highest 
accolade in horticulture: the Victoria Medal of Honour. Jim judges shows all over the country and we are fortunate in that 
each July, we personally benefit from his extensive expertise, as he kindly judges our contest for best plot and best newcomer 
plot.  

As a convenience to plot holders, there is a trading hut on site. Local gardeners who are not plot holders are welcome 
to take advantage of the convenience and low prices for a very small membership fee of £2 per annum. We have a plentiful 
supply of seed potatoes available for only £1.20 per kilo, as well as onion sets, shallots and garlic. We also carry a full range of 
fertilisers, netting, composts, manure and seeds. 

There is currently only a short waiting list for plots. Gardeners of all abilities are welcome and we are considering a 
new raised bed scheme for those who cannot physically dig, but would still like to have a bit of space, less than a quarter plot, 
for growing. Anyone interested in letting a plot, or just a raised bed, should call in to the trading hut between 10 am and noon 
on a weekend morning. You can also email us at cbxray@optonline.net. Quarter plots (50 square meters) are £14 per annum. 
You will find us at the end of Curzon Road. 
 
If you know of anyone aged 16-25, who could benefit from the Prince’s Trust Team program at Brooklands College, please 
contact Zoe on 01932 797 687. 

 

YOUR EDITOR 

By Haley Jenkins 

 
Now that I have officially spent a year as the Editor of the Weybridge Society Newsletter, I have been 
encouraged by several members to write about myself and my experiences, providing more of a 
personality behind the name if you will.  

I was sixteen when I started working at the Weybridge Library and during the years since I 
have completed my A-Levels at Brooklands College, received a First Class Bachelor’s Degree in 
Creative Writing from the University of Roehampton and I have just graduated from The University of 
Surrey with a Master’s Degree in Creative Writing (with Distinction). I am also a writer – outside the 
newsletter, this mostly centres on poetry and fiction – and I have had several items published and 
presented at several conferences. I have read at The University of Exeter, Mansfield College Oxford, 
The 5th Surrey Poetry Festival and opened the 1st Roehampton Student Conference last year. My 
work has been published in anthologies and journals, most notably Tears in the Fence, Painted 
spoken, datableedzine, The Trouble with Parallel Universes (Fincham Press) and Screams & Silences (Fincham 
Press). I recently edited an eBook called Bigger Than Bones, published by Interdisciplinary.net. I also volunteer 
with Veer Books, a poetry press operating between Birkbeck College and the University of Surrey, which has 
been encouraging new work in poetry and poetics since 2003. I have also volunteered with PEN at such events 
as LonCon 3 and The London Book Fair. Forthcoming work includes a poetry book review due in the next issue 
of The Journal of British and Irish Innovative Poetry. 
           When I started at the library, I had little interest community matters, outside trying to convince library customers that 
we needed a little more detail than just ‘the book was red’. Having practically grown up in the library and just hopped to the 
business-side of the counter, I slowly became more aware of Weybridge’s vibrant community and historical roots. When I first 
enquired about the vacancy for an Editor’s position, after the sad loss of Carolyn Pennycook, I had some vague knowledge of 

Haley 

Jenkins, 

Masters 

Graduation 

April2016. 
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the Weybridge Society. Obviously as I have a passion for stories, the opportunity to get involved with real life stories and the 
Story of Weybridge so-to-speak proved just too tempting. I have become part of the Weybridge community in a way I never 
thought I would be and my life has been enriched by the many people I’ve met through the Society. It is sometimes stressful 
when deadlines are looming and you only have four pages of content, but I find that everything turns out alright in the end. 
The AGM, the Summer Party and the Volunteer’s Party were extremely enjoyable and I was wonderfully surprised by peoples’ 
generosity and willingness to include me, despite usually being the youngest in the room and a bit of a newcomer.  I look 
forward to another year with the Weybridge Society! 
 
 

SUPPORT WEYBRIDGE MEDIC AMY! 

By Amy Dyer 

 

My name is Amy, and I am a qualified First Person On Scene Medic (FPOS-I) which is 
equivalent to an Emergency Care Assistant (ECA). Over the past year it has been 
particularly difficult to find work as a medic and while I've not been working I've 
been thinking.  The standard of healthcare in the UK is good, we take it for granted. 
And then it made me think of the standard of healthcare OUTSIDE the UK, where 
they don't have access to aid. I thought I could help change that. 

My mother is a nurse and has been all my life, a few years ago she joined a 
group called Project Helping Hands, an American based organisation whom she met 
at a nursing conference. They told her all about the work they do in Africa, The 
Caribbean, Peru, The Philippines, and how these countries are always needing medical assistance and rely on organisations like 
PHH to get that attention. She said the trips she went on to Africa have been life changing and have seriously opened her eyes 
to the help these countries need. 

And now I’m asking for some help, to raise the money in order to get me and a team of medical professionals over to 
Peru and help the natives, young children to the elderly, get the medical attention they need to live. The money raised will be 
used to pay for my trip over from the UK to Peru. There will be a stopover in the USA to meet up with the rest of the team 
before we fly out to Lima, Peru where we will stay one night at a hostel. The following morning the team will have an 
orientation meeting at the hostel prior to returning to the airport for our flight on to Cuzco. 

The team will be met at the airport in Cuzco and be transported to Urubamba which is approximately two hours away 
in the heart of the Sacred Valley. Once we arrive in Urubamba we will settle into the "Llama Pack" backpacker’s hostel which 
will serve as our home base for the next ten days. 

For most of the trip we will be travelling to and from our base and local villages to treat and educate the locals. There 
will be some nights where we will be sleeping in sleeping bags inside school buildings or community areas away from home 
base in order to get the most we can to these people. This trip is considered "Extreme" by Project Helping Hands, as the 
mountainous areas and altitudes of 12,000ft>15,000ft make travel for locals and ourselves difficult. Being able to help these 
people will make such a difference to their lives, and that’s what makes the "extreme" feel like nothing to me.  

The money raised will pay for my flights, travel visas, food and accommodation, relevant immunisations, airport taxes, 
travel insurance and all the in-between bits to get me to our destination with all the equipment needed. 

If it is at all possible to raise this AT LEAST HALF (£1750) before Wednesday 15th June 2016, then I can get myself out 
there this November, and that will be phenomenal.  

I really hope we can raise this to help better the lives of those who do not have access to regular healthcare. It will 
mean so much to me to give these people the opportunity to be healthy and live long lives.  

Please donate as much as you can, and help improve the world just that little bit more. 
Donate to Amy’s cause by going to this website: https://www.gofundme.com/AmyPeru.  

 

DONATIONS SO FAR (18/5/16) - £285 of the £3,500 target. 

Amy Dyer 

Photograph source: Amy’s Go-Fund-Me 

page. 

https://www.gofundme.com/AmyPeru
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CELEBRATED ARTIST ‘IN 

RESIDENCE’ IN WEYBRIDGE  
Press release by St James’ Church/St James 
Campaign  
Provided by Keith Elford 
 
There is a treat in store for lovers of the visual arts as well 
as those who find the whole thing a bit of a mystery. An 
exciting new scheme invites an artist to create new work 
reflecting the issues and concerns of ordinary people in 
Weybridge. Claire Reed will be working in St James’ 
Church and across the wider community from 4 May to 24 
July.  
               Claire works in a variety of media, specialising in 
edgy and powerful ‘site specific’ work. She has exhibited 
in several London venues including the Vyner Street 
Gallery and the Bargehouse, Oxo Tower, as well as 
galleries across the South East including the Robert 
Phillips Gallery, Walton-on-Thames and St Georges’ Arts, 
Esher. Further afield, Claire’s contemporary art and dance 
collaboration 'Letters: Cartas’ was presented at The World 
Congress in Dance Research in Athens.  
               Claire also specialises in engaging audiences with 
making art themselves and developing their unique 
creative potential. She has recently led innovative 
workshops at 'Innovate Guildford’ Science & Arts Festival 
and Guildford Borough Council's 'Big Draw' at G Live.  
               “I don’t have a signature style as I prefer the 
freedom and challenge of making work that responds to 
the people and place where I’m working,” Claire explains. 
“For this residency, I will be exploring the theme of 
belonging and change, interweaving the digital and 
handmade to create a series of works in 2D, 3D and 
sound. Research plays a key part in my experimental and 
questioning approach, so expect to see me around and 
about sketching, taking photos, videos and asking 
questions as I embark on this creative journey of 
discovery.”  
               Project organiser Keith Elford adds, “This is a first 
for Weybridge and we are lucky to have an artist of 
Claire’s stature to lead the first of what I hope will be 
many such projects.” In partnership with Weybridge Town 
Business Group ‘Big Draw’ 2013 & ‘Innovate Guildford’ 
2016 Claire Reed Claire Reed Claire will be in the Church 
and around town, normally on Mondays and Wednesdays, 
producing work that will offer insights into and 
commentary on, community and Church life in Weybridge. 
Visitors are invited to see what she is doing, speak to 
Claire while she works and get some insights into the 
process!  
                   There will, of course, be opportunities to 
participate too. Claire will be directing a community art 
piece entitled ‘Inside Out’ which will be open to 

individuals and groups 
whether or not they have 
any skill or previous 
experience.  
                  There will also be 
workshops entitled, ‘So You 
Think You Can’t Draw’ for 
teenagers and adults, and 
‘Discovering Your Creative 
Self’, open to all, where you 
can also learn about the 
science and psychology 
behind the creative process. These will 
be held in the Church and around the 
town. Groups and businesses will be 
invited to host a workshop.  
                  The residency will culminate in a grand 
exhibition of the work produced, which will be held in the 
Church – and also in shops and public places around 
Weybridge, from 16 July.  The scheme is the result of a 
new collaboration between St James’ Church, local arts 
funders the RC Sherriff Trust, Elmbridge Borough Council 
and the recently formed Weybridge Town Centre Business 
Group. The partnership was formed out of a shared desire 
to create opportunities for the arts in Weybridge, enrich 
the lives of those living and working in the town and to 
offer something exciting to visitors. In addition, the 
project is sponsored by funeral directors, Lodge Brothers.  
 
More information can be found about the artist at 
www.clairereed.co.uk. If you would like to know more, get 
involved, host or attend a workshop, please get in touch with 
Keith Elford at stjamescampaign@btinternet.com. The project’s 
Facebook and Twitter pages offer the opportunity to comment, 
ask questions and find out about the programme in more detail. 
Twitter: @weybridgeartist - Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/weybridgeartist  
 
Proposed Timeline – St James’ Campaign Artist in Residence 2016 
‘Inside Out’ - Community Art Project 
4 -18 May: Meetings with prospective participants of Inside Out. 
By 13 May: Order required materials.  
20 May – 6 Jun: 3 x 2hr workshops including Norfolk House, RC 
Sherriff group, in relation to creating work for the project. Invite 
other interested groups/people to come into the church for 
inspiration and collect the acetate templates to design on.  
By 25 June: Photograph all the work created in venues other 
than the Church. 
By 1 July: Print photos for showing in exhibition, bringing the 
community work in. 
4-8 July: Helpers required to hang the decorated ‘shards’ in 
church garden. 
 

‘Vocal’ - Community Audio piece 16-20 May Questions on the 

theme ‘Belonging’ circulated to interested groups/individuals  
25 May – 13 June recordings to take place. 
14 June – 20 June Audio piece created for exhibition  

Claire Reed 

 

http://www.clairereed.co.uk/
mailto:stjamescampaign@btinternet.com
http://www.facebook.com/weybridgeartist
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Claire’s artwork - ‘Architecture of Belonging’ - a personal response 
4 May – 20 May: Research and initial concepts 
23 May- 6 June: Ideas and material experimentation 
By 11 July works for exhibition to be completed 
Exhibition 
12-15 July inclusive: put up exhibition 
Friday 15 July Evening Private View 
Saturday 16 July – 12 August Exhibition open to the public – 
hours to be advised 
Workshops 

18 & 20 July: ‘Art Untangled; develop your creative self’ & ‘So 
you think you can’t draw’. Details to be confirmed. 
Contact Claire via Facebook: www.facebook.com/weybridgeartist 
or call in at St James’s Church, where Claire will be available at 
the following times; 
Mondays and Wednesdays from Wednesday 4 May – 20 July 
between 11.30am – 2pm, with the exception of 23 May, 27 June, 
11 July, 13 July. 
 
 

 

PLANNING NEWS 
Information provided by Raymond Spary  
 

Disclaimer: The following information is summarised from the Weybridge Society’s Planning Panel’s records; it is up to date at the time of 
writing and we hope that it is a true representation of the panel’s opinion.  

 
Planning for Weybridge North 

 
47 Thames St. (2014/0884) and (2015/3644,) and (2016/0282 and 0871) 
In previous newsletters we have reported the permitted application for the conversion of this redundant warehouse.  For this warehouse 

to be used a condition has to be approved to provide ventilation.  A permitted proposal is for this to be done by using extractor fans on 

the roof.  Our Planning Panel are currently very concerned about this building and the precise status of the no less than 12 planning 

applications just for this one site. 

The Little Mill Bull Dog Island Jessamy Rd Single storey rear extension (2015/2143) - The Weybridge Society has objected to this 

application in support of the 7 local residents on the grounds that this is creeping development in the Flood plain, Conservation Area and 

Green Belt.  The site can be viewed from the popular river Wey walk between the Town and Thames Lock. We are pleased to report that 

this application has been refused. 

Riverside Church Walk side extension, new garage and rear extension (2015/3135). This was an unsympathetic conversion of the 

original Weybridge Electricity Station.  We still await further news, as this application was withdrawn. 

Abrook Farm Walton Lane (2014/2815)(2015/2699) - You may have noticed a large barn close to Walton Lane this was permitted as a 

farm building.  The second application is for storage containers.  The Planning Panel has objected to this application in support of 16 

members of the public that consider this inappropriate in the Green Belt.  There are very important matters of principal to consider as this 

site and the solid base was originally part of the works area to construct the new Walton Bridge.  We are awaiting this application to be 

progressed.  

Planning for Weybridge South 

 

1-3 High Street Weybridge Surrey KT13 8UA 2015/3478 - Subdivision of existing flat into 3 flats with side dormer – Application 

approved. 

 

The Grotto Monument Hill, Weybridge Surrey KT13 8RX 2015/2042 2015/3099 – Previously: new application for 3-storey with 11 

(instead of 9 flats), including 3 affordable.  Weybridge Society objected to high density (275 per hectare), lack of highways amenity for 

deliveries, and queried height relating to a neighbour. Decision date was on the 05/04/16, another floor has been approved.  

2014/3423 Honda Garage Development - Now response to Inspector. 

 

Planning for Oatlands Park   

 

As it’s in the heart of Oatlands, steeped in history and a “listed” building a short piece on the major refurbishment programme that is 

nearing completion. Not intended to be a plug but of interest to those who love its grounds and majestic building. A summary of the 

project can be found on the Hotel’s news section of their web site. 

 

Planning for St George’s Hill 
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2015/3339 - Site of 287 and 289 Brooklands Road Weybridge Surrey KT13 0QZ - 1 detached 

house, 1 pair of semi-detached houses, , and 1 detached two storey block, comprising 16 

apartments.  There were 49 objections including that from the Weybridge Society.  In our 

opinion it is clearly an overdevelopment of the site resulting in out of character and 

unsympathetic design and overlooking. 

This application has now been refused. 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 
9th June 2016 – ‘Mini Aces Club’ @ Brooklands Museum - Mini Aces club brings the Museum to life 
through stories, craft, song and dance. With a focus on different objects, stories and exhibits each 
month, children will discover the treasures we have in our collection and build self-confidence in a new 
and exciting environment. Second Thursday of every month, activities run from 10:30—11:30am in the 
Racing Lock-Ups –  ‘Raleigh Cycle Exhibition’ - Each session costs £2.00 per child - Adults are free for 
activity (pay on the day) Please book in advance, sessions are limited to 10 children max, activity is for 
under 5s. To book email oliviaclandillon@brooklandsmuseum.com or phone 01932 857381 ext 248 
 
11th June 2016 - Historics at Brooklands Classic Car Auction @ Brooklands Museum. Entry to the auction 
is by catalogue, which costs £30  (admits two). Purchase of a catalogue will also allow two people entry 
to the Museum displays and exhibits (apart from the Concorde Experience). Parking is available in The Heights off Wellington Way - please 
follow temporary signage. Doors open at 9am, auction starts at 10am. Information on lots will appear on the Historics website nearer the 
time http://www.historics.co.uk - Contact: Edward Bridger-Stille, John Tomlin  auctions@historics.co.uk  0800 988 3838.  
 
3rd July 2016 – Summer Party 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Dave Arnold Chairman & Chair Transport Panel 
chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk 
20 Pine Grove KT13 9AW                                                                    702843 

Richard Marshall Vice Chair Main Committee & Footpaths 
footpaths@weybridgesociety.org.uk  
12 Churchfields Avenue KT13 9YA                                           
849513 

Positions vacant  (see note below) 
Secretary: secretary@weybridgesociety.org.uk 
Events: events@weybridgesociety.org.uk 

Trevor Lewis Membership Secretary:  
membership@weybridgesociety.org.uk 
2 Vale Court KT13 9NN                                                               
841135 

John Hanafin Treasurer: treasurer@weybridgesociety.org.uk 
36 Fortescue Road KT13 8XF                                                              
702175 

Steve McCarthy: Communications & Web Editor 
webeditor@weybridgesociety.org.uk  
3 Belvedere Close KT13 8XQ                                                     
843574 

Haley Jenkins Newsletter Editor: 
newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk                                 07522 
553498 

Trevor Tarring Minutes: minutes@weybridgesociety.org.uk 
11 High Pine Close KT13 9EA                                                     
843428 

Anne Lindsay Distribution: distribution@weybridgesociety.org.uk  
Splash Wey Meadows KT13 8XY                                                        
854204 

Joe Hall Marketing: marketing@weybridgesociety.org.uk  
242 Brooklands Road KT13 0RD                                               
859595 

Sue Ells Clarendon 20 Churchfields Ave KT13 9YA             07802 
774397 

 
 

Barry Judd Liaison Local Groups: 
liaison@weybridgesociety.org.uk  
13 Barham Close KT13 9PR                                                        
853895 

OTHER CONTACTS 
Planning Riverside: planning.riverside@weybridgesociety.org.uk  

Raymond Spary Shambles Round Oak KT13 8HT                            
888214 

Planning Oatlands: 
planning.oatlands@weybridgesociety.org.uk 
 

Planning St. Georges: planning.stgeorges@weybridgesociety.org.uk 
Peter White 11 Summerleigh KT13 0HE                                           
840447 

Education: education@weybridgesociety.org.uk  
Steven Beaumont 36 Radnor Road KT13 8JU                        
853597 

 
If you are interested in joining the committee and in these vacant positions, please contact a committee member. 
 

http://www.historics.co.uk/
mailto:chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:footpaths@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:secretary@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:events@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:membership@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:webeditor@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:minutes@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:distribution@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:marketing@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:liaison@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:planning.riverside@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:planning.oatlands@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:planning.stgeorges@weybridgesociety.org.uk
mailto:education@weybrdgesociety.org.uk

