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Your Residents Association, Working to Keep Weybridge a Pleasant Place to Live

Summer 2008

Registered with the Civic Trust

WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY
SUMMER PARTY

TO JOIN
THE WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY

Please contact
any committee member
see back of this newsletter

15th JUNE 2008 1p.m. – 4 p.m.

Enclosed with this newsletter is an application form for
tickets for this popular event. It will be held again in the
gardens of Splash, Wey Meadows,Weybridge, home
of our Committee Member, Anne Lindsay and her husband
Ray. There will be a buffet lunch provided, but please
bring your own choice of drinks. Ticket prices are £6.00
for members, £7.50 for guests, and for children under 10,
£2.50. There will be a raffle, and all proceeds from the
event will go to the Sam Beare Hospice in Weybridge
Hospital, as agreed at the AGM.

SAM BEARE HOSPICE

Lorraine Weedon from Sam
Beare Hospice has kindly
contributed the following
item:
Fancy a girls night out?
27th June 2008
Ladies Only
Midnight Walk

MICHAEL ASPEL, OBE

Our Patron, Michael Aspel has
been awarded the Freedom of
Elmbridge in recognition of his
support for many campaigns and
charities in the Borough. We send
him our congratulations, and
thanks for his continued support
of Weybridge Society. He has
been our Honorary Patron since 2001, and we have
appreciated his attendance at our events, especially the
Summer Party when his ‘raffle drawing’ has been immensely
entertaining! We are extremely lucky that, with his very
busy schedules, he has been able to be with us so often.

Join women of all ages and fitness levels on Woking & Sam
Beare Hospices first Midnight Walk. Starting and finishing at
West Byfleet Station, this Ladies only, sponsored 10 mile
walk will raise money for Woking and Sam Beare Hospices
to support our services. It will be all girls together, rising to
this fantastic challenge and raising money for our Hospices
at the same time. So, get your friends and colleagues
together for a night out with a difference!

Men needed too!
Any men that can help us marshal the course through the
night would be most welcome and can register by calling
Volunteer Services on 01483 881750.

NEW CHAIRMAN FOR THE SOCIETY

Entry is £10 and every walker will receive a special Midnight
Walk T-shirt, water bottle and refreshments. Please register
by downloading a form at www.wsb-midnightwalk.co.uk or
call 01483 881752 The event is being sponsored by: News &
Mail, Woking Borough Council, Waitrose, 96.4Eagle,
Marvellous Media and Serco.

Our Chairman of three years, Richard Marshall, retired at the
AGM and at the committee meeting on 28th April, Barry Judd
was elected to take his place. Barry has been associated with
the society for many years, giving valuable service on both
the main committee and Planning Panel. He brings to the
post his invaluable experience in many fields. Since returning
to England from the Far East in 1978, Barry has lived in
Oatlands for 28 years, and has always been active in the
community. He was an EBC Councillor in the 1980s, and is
currently Chairman of Voluntary Action Elmbridge; Walton on
Thames Conservation Areas Advisory Committee, and the
Walton and Weybridge Advocacy Group. He is Vice Chairman
of Elmbridge Mental Health Association; immediate Past
President and Speakers’ Secretary of the Fellowship Club,
and a Steward for LIONHEART (The Royal Institution of
Chartered Surveyors Benevolent Fund).

Currently he advises a company in Feltham on Landlord and
Tenant issues, and supervises small building projects. A
Chartered Surveyor, Barry spent most of his working career
in property development. His wife Elizabeth is herself
involved in local voluntary works, and they have two grown
up children, and two grandchildren.

Hon. Patron - Michael Aspel, OBE
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In the Forum which followed the work of the Transport Panel
was introduced by Panel Chair, Joe Hall, supported by Tony
Palmer, and subjects raised included HGVs using Weybridge,
safe routes for cyclists and pedestrians, and school buses
(see Transport item elsewhere in this newsletter) and the
state of roads and pavements, and the possibility of a
Transport Questionnaire to canvass members’ opinions being
circulated with the newsletter. (See questionnaire enclosed,
as agreed at the first meeting of the new committee,
28.4.08).

Chairman, Richard Marshall, opened the meeting by
welcoming all present, and introduced Mr David Scully,
Assistant Principal at Heathside School, and three students,
Ruby,17, in the 6th form, Lana, 16, year 10 and Beth, 13,
year 8. Mr Scully gave a brief outline of the initiatives
undertaken by the school in its Building Community
Bridges programme. Each student then further explained
how engaging with other schools,(particularly St George’s
College, Addlestone and Bishop David Brown’s School,
Sheerwater), and people of all ages, barriers and
misconceptions were diminished, people’s opinion of young
persons could be changed and misunderstandings
overcome. The students worked with the police and in the
community. Areas and situations perceived to be dangerous
or intimidating were considered and concerns often defused.
Groups of young people (perhaps more usually described as
‘gangs’, in itself a word with sinister connotation) often
caused worries with people of all ages. Links within the
community could help to allay their fears.

Suggestions for meetings and outings were considered, as
was the form of our meetings (i.e. whether to offer
refreshments, and if so, before or after the main topic); it
was agreed that any profit from the Summer Party, including
the raffle, should be donated to the Sam Beare Hospice.
Litter was another pressing issue; the future use of
Churchfields Centre, possibly for youth activities and/or
computer training; the re-introduction of meetings with local
councillors; holding a Town Forum, to which representatives
from as many local organisations, businesses, etc., as
possible should be invited; a campaign to bring back ‘pride
in Weybridge’ and a suggestion to change the society’s name
were all matters discussed.

The students went on to describe the other initiative the
school was undertaking – Healthy Heathside – the school
being one of only 12 secondary schools in the country to be
selected by the School Food Trust to trial the government’s
nutritional standards. Heathside had been so successful
that the Food Trust had visited the school and made a DVD,
which would be circulated to all schools in the UK. The
scheme involved everyone – students, teachers, parents and
governors.

The Web-site was being improved through the help of Steve
McCarthy, who had agreed to manage it for the society, and
inclusion of the newsletter, either in full or in part was
discussed, as was the distribution and availability of the hard
copy.
The Chairman promised that these, and other suggestions
raised through the Feedback Forms, would be considered by
the Committee and Panels during the forthcoming year.

Heathside pupils also chaired the Elmbridge Youth
Forum, which they felt was very worthwhile.

In thanking the group, Anne Littleton, Weybridge Society
Vice Chair, complimented the students on their excellent
presentations, and expressed her conviction of their
potential as prominent people of the future. She reminded
the audience of the school’s invitation for members to
become more involved with it, particularly through the
Building Community Bridges initiative. Anyone interested
should contact Mr Scully at the school.

The business part of the AGM followed, with Richard
Marshall in the chair. Minutes of the last AGM were
approved; Richard referred members to the last newsletter
in which the Chairman’s report had been published, and he
highlighted some of the more significant events of the past
year. Andrew Davis, Treasurer, presented the accounts,
reporting a successful year financially – he explained some
items more fully following questions from the floor, including
donations and subscriptions, and lack of bank interest, and
it was noted that the society held a reasonable lump sum
part of which some members felt could be used to promote
the society. Membership though highest since he took over
as Treasurer, Andrew Davis said, should still be increased,
and in the Forum which followed, ideas were put forward for
ways of recruiting. The auditor was re-elected, and the
committee, with the addition of the nominee, Derek
Lindfield, were elected en bloc. The election of Chairman
(Richard Marshall was standing down at this meeting);
Treasurer and Secretary would be made at the first
Committee Meeting after the AGM, in accordance with the
society’s constitution.
Sheila Bartlett stood down after
many years’ service and a vote of thanks was proposed to
her. Raymond Spary proposed a vote of thanks to Richard
Marshall for his careful and sensitive stewardship of the
society over his three years as Chairman.

10:40

RECYCLING IN ELMBRIDGE
Following the article in the last issue of the newsletter,
submitted by Lucy Conway of Elmbridge Borough Council, on
the initiative of the Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Environment
and Economy, Weybridge Councillor Glen Dearlove, we have
to report that the promised recycling litter bins are now in
place in Weybridge town centre. We hope they will help to
make our town tidier, and encourage people to get into the
habit of recycling their litter. We understand that if this
initiative is successful, that this type of ‘recycling litter bin’
will be placed throughout the borough.
DID YOU KNOW

2

Churchfields Recreation ground is 100 years old.
The
park, now in the care of Elmbridge Borough Council, was
given to Weybridge on 28th April 1908 by John Lyle, who
lived at Finnart House, Weybridge, and was from the sugar
refining company, Tate & Lyle. The plaque by the gates
calls them ‘Pleasure Grounds’, which indeed they are – on
any sunny day, the park is full of people of all ages
enjoying the facilities – from the children’s play area, the
tennis courts, picnic area and open space, to just sitting,
enjoying the scene.
Tate & Lyle are
celebrating too –
their Golden Syrup is
125 years old this
year, and is still using
the same packaging,
making it one, if not,
the oldest unchanged
packaging in the
world!
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COME AND HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Thames Gate-Wey Project, Saturday 31 May at 10 a.m.
Our member, Tony Davis
who has been the main
campaigner on behalf of the
society in progressing the
great improvements to the
Thames-side Car Park and
Picnic Area in Walton Lane,
has secured permission
the
Environment
from
Agency for a Weybridge
Society working party to
clear the scrub and growth
from the bottom of trees
along ‘our’ stretch of the River. A barge will be provided by
the Environment Agency to collect the cuttings, etc.

Following a presentation
by the Environment
Agency at Brooklands
Retail Park, the secretary
asked if they would like
to submit an item for our
newsletter – and the
following is the result.
We hope you find it
useful, and we would
like to thank John
Cooper of the EA Flood
Incident Management Team, Thames Region, South East
Area who supplied this information.

st

Around five million people are at risk of flooding in
England and Wales.

But – we need volunteers to make up the working
party! The date proposed is Saturday 31st May, meeting at
10 a.m., at the Thames-side car park in Walton Lane,
adjacent to the canoe club.
Volunteers should come
prepared with suitable protective clothing, gloves, etc., and
cutting tools – saw, secateurs – and if anyone has a
lightweight power saw, and is prepared to use it (suitably
protected) that would be much appreciated. Whilst every
care will be taken, Weybridge Society stresses that anyone
taking part is responsible for his or her own safety. It is
difficult to anticipate how long the work might take, as it will
depend upon how many volunteers there are – but we
would recommend that you bring refreshments. At the end
of the session, we hope volunteers will join us for a
well-earned drink. By the way, the nearest public toilet is
next to the Old Crown Public House in Thames Street).
Please contact Carolyn Pennycook 01932 848244 or Tony
Davies on 01932 844261 if you can join the group, or just
turn up on the day.

The Environment Agency has an important role to play in
warning people about the risk of flooding, and in reducing the
likelihood of flooding from rivers and the sea. In the past
Weybridge has been affected by flooding from both the River
Wey and the River Thames. To find out if you are at risk of
flooding visit the Environment Agency’s website at
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/flood or call Floodline
on 0845 988 1188* and find out if you can sign up to our free
Floodline Warnings Direct service.
In August 2007, Flood Warning Areas on the River Wey were
re-defined from long sections of the river into communities
at risk of flooding to provide an improved and targeted flood
warning service (see diagram below). In August of this year,
Flood Warning Areas on the River Thames in the Weybridge
area will also be re-defined into community based Flood
Warning Areas. By creating community-based Flood Warning
Areas we aim to improve the flood warning service we
provide to people at risk from flooding. If you are already
signed up to the Environment Agency’s/or ‘our’ Floodline
Warnings Direct service, you will be notified of these changes
when they occur.

Tony Davis further reports that progress is still being made
on other nearby areas.
It is hoped that the car park at the junction of Thames
Street and Walton Lane, overlooking the weir, is to be
improved. Elmbridge Borough Council has been asked if
funds might be available for improvements to be scheduled
during the year 2009/10, and we will keep you informed of
developments.

The Environment Agency has promised to survey the current
mooring facilities (which leave much to be desired), and
have suggested that the bank-side could be landscaped to
include a ramp, to enable easier access to and from boats
and the ferry.
With regard to the Public Art/Heritage Marker for the car
park/picnic area, ideas are being formulated, and advice
sought to possibly run a competition for the design of a
suitable marker which ‘personifies’ Weybridge, and
indicates, especially for those approaching from the River
Thames, either by boat, on foot or bicycle, that they have
actually arrived at Weybridge! It is hoped a small working
group will soon be established to progress the project. If
you would like to be part of this group, please contact the
secretary.

You can also start preparing before a flood by creating your
own flood plan. You should use the following checklist to form
the basis of your flood plan:

Check your insurance cover
Know how to turn off your gas, electricity and water
mains supplies
Prepare a flood kit of essential items
Know who to contact and how
Think about what you can move now
Think about what you want to move to safety during a
flood
For more information on how to create your own flood plan
visit the Environment Agency’s website at
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/flood

*BT calls cost up to 4p/min plus 6p set-up fee from your
home every time you call

10:40
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Another issue that the Committee is pursuing is the
provision of dog waste bin(s) particularly in the picnic/car
parking area. We hope the council will agree to place at
least one there, as we feel it is a matter of hygiene and
public health that an area which will potentially be used by
so many people for picnics and leisure should be as clean as
possible.
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7. Southernhay, Cavendish Road
2008/0256
Another application has been submitted to develop this site
with six houses. We objected to this application because of
its dominance of the adjacent properties. The application
was refused by the Council.

This information is summarised from the Weybridge Society
Planning Panel’s records; it is up to date at the time of
writing and we hope that it is a true representation of the
committee’s opinions. Members may not know that letters
sent commenting on planning applications are usually
available to see on the Elmbridge Borough Council’s
web-site, Planning section, and this includes the letters sent
from the Planning Panel.

8. Grove Lodge, etc. Old Avenue 2008/0484
Following the recent refusal of an application for eight
houses on the site 2007/2632, Octagon have submitted an
application for the erection of just four large houses. The
society therefore did not submit any comment; the
application has been refused by the Council.

Oatlands Ward – Geoffrey Banks, Joint Chair

9. 38, Queens Road 2008/0682
Another application to develop a building containing one
flat with an integral garage. This latest application is an
improvement on previous applications and will not cause too
many vehicle parking problems at this location. This
application has been withdrawn.

1. 159a and b, 161, Queen’s Road, Weybridge
(2007/1665 and 2007/3249)
This site at the corner of Queen’s Road and Netherby Park
is at present occupied by three detached bungalows. There
have been two similar applications for two houses and a
number of apartments. The first (2007/1665) is under
appeal and the hearing took place on 1st April. The result

10. Warrenhurst, Bridgewater Road 2008/0721
Planning approval was granted for eight houses late last year
2007/2847.
An application has now been submitted to add a very large
basement to seven of the approved houses together with a
substantial underground parking area for the site, with a
landscaped garden and water feature at ground level.
Whilst this application will not alter the surface appearance
of the finished development it will require considerable
volumes of excavation and spoil removal from the site down
Bridgewater Road.

should be available shortly. The second (2007/3249) was
refused by the Council in February.

2. 1-6, Oatlands Court(2007/1900 and 2007/3172)
The result of the appeal (2007/1900) on the application for
a detached house and 6 town houses is still awaited.
Meanwhile the second application (2007/3172), for a terrace
of 6 town houses only, to which the Society raised no
objection, has been permitted by the Council.

3. 18-22, Barham Close(2007/2864)
It was reported last time that the Council refused this application for 12 town houses. The decision has now been
appealed.

Weybridge North & South Wards – Raymond Spary,
Joint Chair

11. 20 & 20a Church Street (2005/0184,1437,2576
& 2006/0156, 0950,1813,2288,2007/0367, 0980
1797, 2501 & 2850, 2008/0229 & 0845)

St George’s Hill Ward – Peter White, Joint Chair

4. 38, Queens Road 2008/0028
This application was for a building housing two one-bed
flats. An objection
was submitted due to unacceptable
front elevation and the problems that would be created for
vehicle parking in Queens Road and Old Avenue. The
application was refused by the Council. See item 2008/0682
below.
5. Rothsay Court, Gower Road 2008/0058
A plan to demolish the existing block of 9 flats and replace
them with a new blockof 14 flats in a similar style to those
already under construction next door at Gower House. The
society made no comment on this application.

This is the site of the old bakery adjacent to the entrance of
Weybridge hospital. The history is complicated with 14
planning applications and 3 appeals. The latest 2 planning
applications are for the design of the proposed front
building and the access to the rear building. It would appear
that, because of the narrowness of the site, the applicants
are expecting to obtain both land and access from the
Hospital Authorities. Our Planning Panel is objecting to both
of these applications on the grounds of access and intrusion
into the Hospital land in this very public place. We are
pleased to report that Elmbridge Council have not permitted
the proposal for the front building.

6. The Dell, Locke King Road 2008/0231
Elmbridge Housing Trust has submitted an application to
build 48 flats to provide “social housing” on a site adjacent
to the old Brooklands Racetrack embankment. The Planning
Panel were concerned about this development close to the
“scheduled monument” of the banking, and adjacent to
green belt land.
The development will have to be very well managed to
ensure a positive impact on the locality, particularly as the
scheme includes a public footpath through the site to the
river.
We were also concerned about the internal layout of the
flats which have living room aspect looking upon the high,
tree covered, track banking.
The society recognises the need for social housing in
Weybridge, but the Planning Panel is concerned that this
“remote” site might not be the best location for a
development of this kind.
4

12.
133 Queens Rd (2005/2819, 2006/1747 &
2007/1426)
The first application for 14 flats and the second for 12 flats
were refused by Elmbridge Council but the second
application was permitted on appeal.
We are pleased to report that the inspector agreed with
Elmbridge Council and dismissed the appeal for the third
application, for 28 apartments.
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POLICE NEIGHBOURHOOD PANEL

13. 55-57 Hanger Hill (2007/0831 & 1796
2008/0006)
The Planning Panel objected to the latest proposal which it
considered to still be overbearing in this location, but the
application has been permitted by Elmbridge Council.

PC Dick Bowen, the leader of the Weybridge Safer
Neighbourhood Policing Team welcomed the 40 or so
present at the meeting on 10th April, and introduced Fran, the
new Tasking Co-ordinator, Tom Brown (previously a
Weybridge PCSO, but now training to become a police
officer) and PSCO Mark Saunders. PC Bowen explained the
remit of the Neighbourhood Panel, which was to address
issues of concern to local residents, and prioritise them for
police action. He said issues of policing procedures were not
within the Panel’s scope, and that an opportunity to
comment on these would be at the
Public Event and Launch of The Partnership Plan on
18th June 2008, from 6.30 – 8 p.m., in the Council
Chamber, Civic Centre, High Street, Esher.

14. 39 Thames St. (2007/2556 & 2579)
Both the application for 55 flats, and 14 dwellings, on this
site are now subject of an appeal. The Weybridge Society
has written to the Inspector to explain why we consider that
the appeal should be dismissed and representatives of our
Planning Panel will attend the inspector’s site visit.

15. Whittets Ait Moorings (2006/0713 & 2007/3335)
Weybridge Society has supported local residents in objecting
to the latest application to construct moorings on the bank
of the old course of the River Wey. It is considered that this
part of the river is far too narrow to support the proposed
moorings. This application has been refused.

Surrey Police and the Community Safety Partnership would
be present to explain the Partnership Plan, and take
questions from the floor.
To attend, application may be
made by e-mail to communitysafety@elmbridge.gov.uk, and
by telephone 01372 474399.

16. 31-33 Radnor Rd (2008/0861)
The residents of Radnor
Road are fighting this
proposal to replace a
commercial
building
with 11 flats and the
Planning Panel has been
discussing the issues
with the residents and
will be supporting them.
The main objection in
planning terms is that
the proposal will not fit
in with the street scene. Radnor Road has been considered
by a number of Weybridge residents as being part of a
possible conservation area.
The residents are very
concerned about additional cars as the present parking
situation is already virtually out of hand.

In reporting on the state of crime in Weybridge, PC Bowen
said that it was good news – there having been more than
200 less crimes so far this year when compared with the
same period last year. The issue chosen at the last meeting
on 17th January had been to concentrate on the burglaries
in central Weybridge. After the meeting, the spate of these
crimes had increased to 50 between 17th Jan and 22nd
February – when due to detailed policing, 4 people from the
Chertsey area had been apprehended, and the crimes all but
ceased, with only 8 burglaries being recorded to date
th
(10 April).
There followed representations from the audience, drawing
attention to the issues that concerned them in their areas of
Weybridge. Votes were taken, and the issue to command
greatest attention was the anti-social behaviour, including
racist graffiti in Molyneux/ Melrose/Waverley Roads,
adjoining footpaths and the Recreation Ground. The other
issues included problems in Oatlands, Weybridge High
Street/Monument Green, and Cycling on the Pavement in the
town centre. PC Bowen assured the audience that these
issues too would be monitored and dealt with, and that
officers would continue with their regular patrol of the area.

17. 27a & b Fortescue Rd (2007/2173 & 2008/0966)
Weybridge Society’s
Planning Panel will
again be supporting
many local residents
in expressing their
concern about this
proposal to introduce
a three storey building
into Fortescue Road.
It would appear that
the latest proposal
would be just as out of character in the road scene as the
previous application.

Those present were reminded that for urgent matters, when
a crime was being committed, or emergency services were
required, 999 was the number to dial; for less important
events, and to report a crime then 0845 125 2222 should be
used, and PC Bowen’s mobile phone number 07967 988406
could be used when contact direct with him was required.

18. Bulldogs Island, Little Mill (2007/0715 & 2440,
2008/1048)
The Planning Panel will be objecting to this latest proposal
for a very large garage to be built in Green Belt on the flood
plain.

The question of supplying stab vests for PCSOs was
mentioned, and it was agreed that this was a matter for the
Partnership Plan meeting on 18th June, details above.

19. Brooklands College Buildings (2008/1003)
This is a very large proposal to demolish and replace many
of the buildings on this site as well as to refurbish the listed
building. The Weybridge Society will be studying this
proposal with much care.

The next meeting of the Police Neighbourhood Panel will be
held on Thursday, 17th July 2008 at 7.00 p.m., in St James’
Parish Centre.
5
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IMPORTANT HEALTH CARE MEETING 21.5.08
The following item has been submitted by Jane Hughes,
from Thames Medical, following a request by our Vice Chair,
Anne Littleton:
“Thames Medical comprises of a group of 13 practices in
West Elmbridge and Runnymede working together to
redesign and shape local health services to benefit the
needs of their population. Thames Medical was established
in July last year and has delivered the following services.

Page 6

These two streets are under the most parking pressure at
the moment with Devonshire Road, Dorchester Road and
Gascoigne Road close behind.

These streets were developed at the end of nineteenth
century, when cars were for the very rich. Consequently, for
cost reasons, the houses were built with narrow frontages
ensuring that in the vast majority of cases cars had to be
placed on the street rather than on the property itself. This
worked in a broadly satisfactory fashion even when there
were two cars per household. Even with shoppers parking
in their streets residents could find a place because shoppers
tend to park for a short time and there is a high turnover
during the day.

GPs with Special Interests in Dermatology, Diabetes and
INR services
A Consultant led Gynaecology service will start in May 2008

An Ophthalmology triage and treat service established in
Runnymede will be rolled out across all 13 practices.

As Weybridge has become better off its shop workers have
found it next to impossible to live in the town. They have
had to travel in from elsewhere. Again, this was not a
problem for residents until the shop workers began to
travel to work in their own cars – a relatively recent
development. Now, understandably, they are parking as
close to their work place as possible. This does not so much
bother the residents who themselves drive to their own work
place because they will be gone all day but it does bother
those who take their
children to school or nursery in the
morning only to find that there are no available parking
spaces in their street on their return. There have been a
number of examples recently where residents in Holstein
Avenue have had to park four streets away.

Other plans included working with district nurses,
community matrons and the respiratory care team to
improve care of people with long term conditions, and in
particular exploring rolling out the Hersham practice pilot
where a Nurse Specialist is employed to work with local
nursing and residential homes and with housebound
patients.

Thames Medical are keen to involve patients and the public
in identifying local health priorities and supporting service
redesign. In attempt to encourage participation a public
meeting will be held on Wednesday 21st May from
7.00pm at Cleves School, Oatlands, Weybridge. In
addition to helping to develop a business plan for Thames
Medical we hope to encourage individuals to work closely
with us to develop services. Representatives from each of
the practices will be attending together with colleagues from
Surrey PCT, Ashford and St. Peters Trust and Surrey
Community Health Team.
The 13 practices comprise of : -

It is understandable that the residents of Holstein Avenue
looked to the Borough to find a solution to their problem.
Indeed, Surrey had already reviewed the whole of Portmore
Park and found that three quarters of the streets were
already fully parked during the day. Surrey’s conclusion was
that the whole of Portmore Park should be a controlled
parking zone.

Dr De Sousa & Partners, Weybridge; Church Street
Practice, Weybridge;
Ashley Medical Practice, Walton on Thames; The Fort House
Surgery, Walton on Thames; Walton Health Centre – 4
practices; Hersham Practice, Hersham;
The Bridge Practice, Chertsey; The Abbey Family Practice,
Chertsey;
Ottershaw Surgery, Ottershaw; The Crouch Oak Practice,
Addlestone.

However, despite Surrey’s officers undertaking a survey and
being minded that Portmore Park become a controlled
parking zone, the County Cllr Lake and Borough ward Cllrs
Macleod and Crowther being in support of a consultation,
and, a significant number of residents wanting it - no action
is currently being taken.
The problem appears to be that the consultation alone will
cost £150,000, a somewhat surprisingly high figure given
what is involved. More amazingly Surrey says that this
figure does not vary “if the consultation is for one street or
a hundred”. A parallel problem it that Surrey’s highways
department seems dysfunctional because it does not have
sufficient staff to undertake the exercise. Surrey says that a
solution is four years away.

PORTMORE PARK PARKING CPZ
Our Treasurer, Andrew Davis, has submitted the following
item:-

“Parking is rarely off the agenda in Weybridge and the
pressure is building. The main conflict is in the centre of
town between shoppers, office staff and residents. Parking
is controlled in the shopping streets themselves and the
cul-de-sacs of Churchfields Road, Minorca Road, Limes Road
and Springfield Meadows. Since the introduction of parking
charges in the car parks there has been displacement
beyond the controlled zone.
Before charging was
introduced the car parks were often full. Although people
complained about charging at least they could find a
parking space. However, the Borough installed a pricing
system that favoured short stay over long stay parkers
whereas a more effective pricing system would optimise the
number of cars in the car park whilst ensuring the car park
was never full. This requires variable rates during the day.
Whatever charging regime was put in place, the all-day
parking office workers would be displaced into the streets
that are just outside the controlled parking zone. The
closest streets are Elmgrove Road and Holstein Avenue.

10:40

If you live in Portmore Park (or even if you don’t) and have
concerns about parking please contact the Transport Panel
via Joe Hall (details on the back page). The panel is
currently deciding on its priorities for action in the near
future.” Andrew Davis, Treasurer.

6

Weybridge

news Spring 2008:Weybridge Society Autumn 2006

26/8/08

TRANSPORT PANEL
Joe Hall, Chair of the Transport Panel has submitted the
following item:
“The Weybridge Society Transport Panel was established by
local residents in 2006, in response to many concerns
relating to transport. We know there is a multiplicity of
transport problems, both general and local.

10:40
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MEMBERSHIP The strength of our Society relies on the
numbers of members we recruit and maintain. When we
make representations to the various authorities, and
campaign on issues, our voice is louder the more members
we have. Now is the time to recruit a new member (or
members) because if you can encourage your recruit to pay
by Standing Order, that recruit will have the rest of the year
free, as his or her Standing Order will only be activated in
January 2009. (The subscription year is from lst January to
31st December). Whilst writing may we remind you that if
you pay by cash, annually, renewals are due at the
beginning of the year – perhaps you too, might like to
consider paying by Standing Order. Please ask the Treasurer,
Secretary or any member of the Committee for an
application form.

At the recent Annual General Meeting several members
offered their services to help promote the society are various
venues, and by leaflet drops, and door to door contacts. If
you have ideas of how we might promote the society to
increase our membership, please let the secretary, or any
committee member know. Copies of the newsletter and
society leaflet are available as recruitment aids – so please
ask if you need any.

Surrey County Council has the principal responsibility for
roads, pavements and paths. There are no dedicated cycle
routes in the area and many footpaths are inadequate,
particularly major routes to/from schools. The current
Weybridge road system was established in the mid-50s. It is
unsuitable for the volumes and speeds of present day
traffic. A particular example is the B374 (which consists of
Brooklands Road and Heath Road). It is a narrow
north-south road, which suffers from high traffic volumes,
including articulated HGV traffic originating at the industrial
estate. Excessive dangerous speeds seem to be the norm.
Increased housing will also drive up local traffic - unless we
increase cycle and public transport provisions. Through
traffic is growing too and without getting the local
authorities’ attention and support transport will only get
worse in Weybridge.

FRIENDS OF ELMBRIDGE MUSEUM

The Friends of Elmbridge Museum was
set up to support the museum, and
raise funds for its various requirements,
and in the past it has supplied badges
for children, promoted the museum at
public events, like Museum in the Park,
and donated cash sums to buy items
including portable display cases, a
grant to buy a watercolour of Ashley
Park, and school loan boxes, etc.
The Friends also organise events and
outings to raise funds and share an
interest in our heritage. Why not join
them? The subscription is only £5 a year for individuals, £10
for families. Full details from the museum on 01932 843573.

We have several priority items on our agenda such as:-

Making the town safer - especially for school children,
walkers and cyclists - through design change and speed
control.
Reduce heavy freight traffic through Weybridge, by working
with freight companies.
Ensure planners take road safety into consideration when
developer’s applications are considered.
Persuade Elmbridge BC to provide cycle routes in the
borough.
Improve public transport by adding sensible bus routes.

The current exhibition ‘ON TOP OF YOUR GAME’
continues, and has been extended – so please do visit this
interesting record of sporting achievement in Elmbridge.
SURREY HISTORY CENTRE

Recently, we had a meeting with Philip Hammond MP to
discuss our concerns. We explained how we would like to
have a communications channel to the decision makers in
our borough. He has written to Helen Clack, Executive
member for transport at Surrey County Council requesting
her comments on improving the dialogue between the
Weybridge Society and SCC. We await her response.

We would like to know your opinion Would you like to comment on the traffic situation?
Would you be interested in answering a survey on road
safety?
Would you be willing to help us? Please get in touch”.
Joe Hall’s contact details are given on the Committee List
at the end of this newsletter.
Please see enclosed
questionnaire - it would be kind of you to complete and
return it to the society’s PO Box 492, Weybridge KT13 8WX
as soon as possible.
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The Surrey History Centre, in Goldsworth Road, Woking, is a
very interesting place to visit, and whilst there recently, we
noticed that Surrey local societies were represented by
newsletters, and other publications. The secretary wrote to
Surrey History Centre to ask if they would be interested in
receiving the Weybridge Society’s newsletters, and they
replied that they would, with any other published documents
we might care to lodge with them. To this end, copies of
the newsletters published from 2000 to date were sent to
the SHC, along with a copy of the Society’s membership
application form and of ‘Aspects of Weybridge’ walk.
Subsequent issues of the newsletters will be sent to them as
a matter of course. The newsletters, etc., are held in the
SHC archive under Re: 8288.
The newsletter has been published in several forms for most
of the Society’s 50+ years, but unfortunately the archive is
incomplete, and in most cases, where a copy exists, it is only
a single one. If you have copies of newletters pre-2000
please let the Secretary know, as perhaps these too could be
lodged with the Surrey History Centre.
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GLOBE GALLERY

COMMITTEE LIST
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ELMBRIDGE FROM ANY ANGLE

Our business profile this time highlights the Globe Gallery.
New to Weybridge, this attractive gallery at 76 Church Street
is very worthy of a visit. One of the artists, Graham Milton
says: “ Many thanks for including the Globe Gallery in the
Weybridge Society newsletter. Making people aware of the
gallery’s existence is a slow process. Your newsletter will help
greatly. I hope you will be a regular visitor to the gallery.”
He goes on to say “The Globe Gallery brings high quality
contemporary fine art to Weybridge. Opened in April, and
just a short walk from the Museum and Library in Church
Street, it is the perfect place to browse and buy original works
of art. The gallery has a friendly and relaxed atmosphere
away from the hustle and bustle of the High Street. It is an
independent gallery selling artwork from emerging and
established UK and international artists. Set up by Neil
Bulpitt and Graham Milton who not only have had successful
careers in advertising and marketing, but are also acclaimed
artists in their own right. “I have always wanted to open a
gallery that has high-end art but is not an intimidating place
to visit” explains Graham. He adds, “Although we
have some expensive pieces of art by established artists, we
also have many inexpensive works by rising stars in
contemporary art. I believe all the art in the Globe is an
investment. We choose artists whose art is increasing in value
all the time.” The Globe Gallery will be holding group and solo
exhibitions throughout the year. If you would like to be
invited to future Private Views then please contact
globegallery@yahoo.com.”

Position
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Treasurer
Sec/Newsletter
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Name
Barry Judd
Anne Littleton
Andrew Davis
Carolyn Pennycook
Derek Lindfield
Anne Lindsay
Raymond Spary
Peter White
Richard Marshall
Annette Davies
Trevor Tarring
Joe Hall

This year’s Photographic Competition being run by Elmbridge
Borough Council is called ‘ELMBRIDGE FROM ANY
ANGLE’. The application form (which is available from the
Civic Centre, Elmbridge Museum, the Library and other
outlets in the Borough) states “Take a photograph of an
everyday object that will amuse or confuse. Make the
ordinary extraordinary, or simply take a photograph of
something you think will make us smile. Take your camera
out and around the Borough or stay indoors and capture
whatever is strange, quirky and unusual”. Closing date for
applications is 27th October 2008. A maximum of four
photographs may be entered, in colour and on photographic
paper, with photographer’s name, address, contact number
and age on reverse of photograph(s), and the date and time
the photograph was taken. A title may be added if
appropriate. Electronic photographs will not be accepted.
Age categories – 8 to 12years, 13 to 18 years, and 19 years
plus. Judging will take place in November, with winners
being announced in early December 2008.
LAST WORD Please don’t forget that we need help on
Saturday 31st May, at the Thames-side car park in Walton
Lane to clear scrub, etc. See item earlier in newsletter for
full details. Thank you.

Address
13 Barham Close
1, The Wharf, Whittetʼs Ait
20 Holstein Ave
Redstairs, Brooklands Rd
17 Marlborough Drive
Splash, Wey Meadows
Shambles, Round Oak Rd
11 Summerleigh, Gower Rd
12 Churchfields Ave
11 Churchill Drive
Robin Hill, Brooks Close
242 Brooklands Road

Weybridge Society, PO Box 492, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 8WX
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KT13
9PR
8LH
8NX
0QZ
8PA
8XY
8HT
0HE
9YA
9HE
0LX
0RD

@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Tel
chairman
853895
vice.chairman
840860
treasurer
840888
secretary
848244
849020
854204
planning.chair
888214
planning
840447
footpaths
849513
events
844664
minutes
843428
transport
859595

www.weybridgesociety.org.uk

