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An Evening To Remember 

 

By Haley Jenkins 

 
On the 13th February, the Weybridge Society 
hosted its annual Helper’s Party, where the 
many volunteers, long standing members and 
us relatively new people can talk, relax and 
reminisce! It took place in the lovely Weybridge 
Centre, complete with Valentine love heart 
fairy lights and a little book stall by the comfy 
sofas. Chairman Dave Arnold says “For many 

years the Society has held this annual event in appreciation of 
the hard work that helpers make to the Society; it enables all to 
catch up with friends in an enjoyable and relaxed atmosphere. I 
was pleased to see so many attended this year”. Members and 
guests brought the food, which added up to a spoilt-for-choice 
banquet lovingly set out by Anne Lindsey and Margaret Wicks, 
who worked tirelessly in the kitchen making sure the standards 
were kept up and that everyone could just tuck in, many thanks 
to them, their hard work didn’t go unnoticed!  

This was my first Helper’s Party event and I admit I was 
nervous, as many of the members have known each other for 
years, even decades, and I ashamedly am only just reaching my 
first year as a member and editor. I was immediately put at ease 
by several welcoming members and got to meet many new faces 
that evening. As editor I’m always looking for story suggestions 
and thanks to the lovely eager crowd who went that night, I now 
have plenty!  

Dave Arnold gave a speech, which charted the progress that had 
been made within the Society this year, including our plans for Charity 
Status. We also heard from Lesley Head, one of my editor predecessors 
and long-time member, who shared with us a story about Peter’s café 
and the new book by Louise Johncox, which this newsletter covered in 
its Winter issue. An illustration of the cafe had been used in a newsletter 
many years back, drawn by a local artist, and Lesley had been shocked to 
discover the same illustration had been used for the endpapers of 
Johncox’s book ‘The Baker’s Daughter’. After a discussion with the artist, 
it was revealed that Johncox had not asked permission. However all was 
smoothed over with a free copy of the book to the artist, who was very 
happy to see his work in the book. Overall the event went splendidly and I certainly look forward to the next Helper’s Party! 
For those of you who missed it, there is a chance to join in the fun at the AGM (see box above for details), make sure to come 
along! 

 

 

AGM 
The Annual General Meeting of the 

Weybridge Society will be held on Wednesday 

April 6th 2016 in the Small Hall of St James’ 

Parish Church (parking in Churchfield Road 

car park) at 8.00 p.m. Doors open 7.30 for 

8.00p.m.  

 

www.weybridgesociety.org.uk 

Photography by Mike Buhagiar 
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Walton and Weybridge Local History Society Needs YOU! 
By John Pulford 
 
The Walton and Weybridge Local History Society was founded in 1964 to foster knowledge and research in the local history of 
Walton, Weybridge and the surrounding area. It has enjoyed over 50 successful years, producing 34 publications and over 70 
monographs on local history topics, including ‘Short Histories’ of both Walton and Weybridge. Although there is little research 
being done now, the Society still has around 150 members and the monthly programme of talks (alternately held in Weybridge 
and Hersham on Saturday afternoons) has a loyal following.  
              Like many similar organisations, the Local History Society has been badly affected by a decline in key members, but 
most recently by the sad loss of its Chairman, John Smith, who was undertaking many of the tasks that need to be done to 
keep the society functioning. The active committee has now dwindled to just a few people and despite repeated appeals to 
the wider membership, several key committee positions remain vacant, including that of Chairman.    
               For the Local History Society to move forward and survive into the future it needs to be led by a group of people with 
committed interests in local history. If local history is a particular interest of yours and you feel you might want to take an 
active part in the Society, there will be a special meeting held on Saturday 9th April at 3.00pm in Hersham Village Hall (Coffee 
Lounge). This will need to be a brief discussion on the future of the Society as it will be followed by our April talk on 'John 
Evelyn in Surrey' by Isabel Sullivan of the Surrey History Centre.                . 
What comes out of the discussion will be taken forward to the Local History Society’s AGM in May. 
If anyone is interested but cannot make the meeting, or would like to be in contact sooner, then please email John C. Pulford - 
johncpulford@hotmail.co.uk  
 

 

 

There’s A New Choir in Town! 
Written up by Haley Jenkins, banner provided by Jonathan Williams 

 
Weybridge is a very musical town, there are 
many choirs, bands and concerts that regularly 
take place, from the Friday Music Nights in the 
St James Parish, to the school concerts in St 
James Church. Joining this songful history is the 
Weybridge Boys Choir. Do you know a young 
voice that may benefit from joining? Singing is a 
great way to gain confidence, no matter what 
your future plans are, as even footballers need 
to sing their team anthems!  The Weybridge 
Boys Choir was supported by a generous grant from the Christine Best Foundation and it is aimed at boys aged 8-16, providing 
great opportunities for tuition and performance! They rehearse in St James Parish Church, KT13 8DN on Tuesday afternoons 
4pm-6pm every week. 
 

 

Which Public Benefit? 
by Chairman Dave Arnold  
 

There has been increased pressure from Government to build new homes since last year’s election.  The Chancellor’s 

Autumn Statement referred to redeveloping already developed land at higher densities or ‘dwellings per hectare’.  In our 

observations we try to balance the interests of residents with this national objective of building more homes. Where, 

however, a proposed development at high density in a key position seems to detract unduly from the standards of amenity 

and design appropriate to Weybridge’s character areas, we will object to the plan.  An example is the Honda Garage site, 

where the local councillors listened to the public objections to the mass, size and density of the plan and refused it despite 

an officer’s recommendation to approve it.  An account of the meeting appears below in the section on Planning on Page 8. 

We hope a smaller building will result from the refusal.   

 

mailto:johncpulford@hotmail.co.uk
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Bringing to Life: Margaret Robinson & Her Marionettes 

Interview conducted & written up by Haley Jenkins 
 
 
I arrived outside a large Chertsey house on a bitterly cold afternoon, ‘glove 
n’ scarf’ weather my family call it, and I wait for the door to open. I had just 
telephoned to let Margaret know I had arrived. “You’re hear about the 
marionettes aren’t you?” She had said to me. I suppose I was. A member of 
the Weybridge Art Society had put me in touch with Margaret Robinson, 
telling me she had many wonderful stories to tell and it would be worth my 
interviewing her. I knew the basic facts: now in her senior years, Margaret 
Robinson made beautiful marionettes/puppets and performed with them, 
to the delight of both children and adults. She was involved with film-
making due to her talent in making masks, most famously she worked on 
the hound’s mask in Hammer films The House of the Baskervilles (1959) and 
The Mummy (also 1959), starring the late Sir Christopher Lee. She was one 
of the first chairmen of the Weybridge Art Society, held lectures and 
continues to hold life drawing sessions at her home. With such a 
reputation, I was more than a little nervous. I was ready to hear anything 
Margaret wanted to share with me. 

Margaret opened the door. We were about the same height – if you 
have ever seen a brown-haired, rounded five-foot girl in a coat two-sizes 
too big for her rushing around Weybridge, you may have glimpsed me – 
and her hair was done up in an elegant bun. When I was a little girl I 
thought artists wore particular types of clothing, and Margaret fitted that 
naïve image: flowing, patterned, bohemian. She invited me in and we sat down in her living room. There are rooms that are 
just rooms, places to live, sleep and eat in, and then there are rooms that talk and have a life of their own. In front of me was a 
large brick fireplace with two rocking chairs in front of it, Margaret took one of these and I sat on the ‘comfy chair’ as she 
called it by a little table facing the fireplace. Several little art pieces were dotted around the room, along with books, blankets, 
biscuit tins (one Margaret kindly offered to me) and a jar of rose-pink hyacinths on the table. The window was stocked with 
bird feeders, so that through the whole interview a variety of birds peeped in on us and we would both pause to study them, 
from the little cheeky robins to the bulbous pigeons to the nicely turned-out blue-tits.  

We started with the Weybridge Art Society (or WAS). When Margaret joined it was ran by a man who was a pianist and 
made frames. In these early days, there were two grades of members: full members who exhibited and associate members 
(such as a spouse) who were good for manual work but who were “not welcome on the wall”. Margaret said, as I tipped on a 
delicious mug of tea she had just made me, “A business man can hang a picture if someone clever tells him where to put it”. It 
was a “total accident” that Margaret became the chairman of WAS. They desperately needed someone and when it came to 
the nominations, no one put their hand up. Margaret announced “I’ll do it if no one else will” and became chairman. The first 
changes she made were to the associate members. One woman had applied several times to be a full member, but was kept 
an associate each time. Margaret decided that associate members should be allowed to exhibit in the Browser. It gave artists a 
chance to exhibit without “spoiling the walls”, which was reserved for original work, while the “master copies and junk” went 
into the Browser. Today, this changes depending who is in the Chairman seat. “Society’s give you a chance to paint together 
and go on being an active painter” said Margaret. When I asked her about her views on art, Margaret stated a dislike for 
copying: “Copying is immoral and I had to work from nature”. She was influenced by her adopted Scottish Uncle Jimmy, who 
also only painted nature, even if it meant standing in knee-height snow for hours. Neither of them worked from photographs. 
She was asked to give criticism to a group of artists once, who were working people and came to the art-group to relax and 
enjoy painting for painting’s sake. She was asked not to share her views on copying, as this would greatly upset them. At the 
beginning of the session she stated: “I will give criticism on the merits of design, composition, colour but I’ll reserve time at the 
end to tell you what I really think”. At the very end, one artist made the mistake of asking for Margaret’s genuine opinion. 
Many of the artists had been – rather obviously – copying from photographs of loved ones or scenes, even if they had never 
admitted it. Margaret turned to the group and said: “There is not one original piece and this is deplorable”. She wasn’t invited 
back for another session. Margaret summed up this story by quoting Hogarth: “Copying is pouring one bucket of water into 
another”.  

Born in Louth, Lincolnshire, Margaret attended the Leeds School of Arts from 1932 to 1936 and progressed to the Slade 
School of Art in wartime Oxford in 1940 (left 1942). Her first interaction with puppet-making came from meeting Dorothy 

Margaret Robinson. Photo © Weybridge Art 

Society 
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Hescott, an educationalist and teacher who taught ethic groups 
through drama. Margaret went to theatre school to make masks 
and required a speech teacher to help her with her performance 
and Dorothy was assigned to her. They performed and 
rehearsed together in “the studio”, which was the front living 
room in a rented cottage in Yorkshire. The pair travelled all of 
the world, particularly Germany, until Dorothy became a 
teacher at Newcastle University. Margaret could make her 
puppets out of Paper Mache or carve them, she preferred the 
12” inch size but often theatres demanded bigger puppets as 
the smaller ones tended to be associated with children’s parties.  
Margaret taught art herself in the 1950s for a while before 
leaving that and travelled to London for an ambitious project – 
an adaption of The Water Babies by Charles Kingsley – and 
started working at “Theatre Zoo” (I believe this is Bradford 
Playhouse Theatre School according the bio on the Weybridge 
Arty Society website. I apologise for any timeline errors made 
between Margaret’s stories and information elsewhere), which 
specialised in animal costumes. Then Hammer phoned. They 
needed someone to make a mask for a dog.  

For The House of the Baskervilles there were in fact two 
dogs, one who was docile or ‘tamed’, and one which was very 
fierce. Legendary dog-trainer Barbara Woodhouse wanted to 
dress up the tamed dog for the fight scene with Christopher Lee 
(as Sherlock Holmes), but the dog “larked about” and just wasn’t 
fierce enough. So attention was turned to the other dog. “If it 
didn’t like you it bit you” said Margaret “but if it took to you it 
adored you”. There was in fact a court case regarding this dog 
when it bit a barmaid/artist’s model and the artist sued for the damage. When Margaret’s future husband, the production 
designer Bernard Robinson, approached her about making a mask for a dog, she said: “I hope it’s the tame one I’m 
measuring”. Bernard assured her it was. He lied. Luckily for Margaret, the fierce dog absolutely adored her.  

Once married to Bernard, she usually entertained friends and colleagues who came round for tea, people they liked and 
weren’t worried about impressing. Bernard’s idea was that his work should speak for itself and that he didn’t need to butter 
up directors to advance. Margaret and I laugh over one of her stories about Bernard unexpectedly bringing home an American 
director – Don Sharp – and how Margaret had to entertain him surround by wet washing and how they all ate bangers n’ mash 
in clouds of steam.  

At the end of the meeting, she brought out her puppets. They were in two wicker baskets, a little tangled up after being 
stored and pulled out for other interviewers. They are exquisitely hand-crafted and each one is unique. Margaret’s favourite is 
The Snow Queen: a female puppet with long limbs and a large head dressed in a silky green-white robe, her black eyes sit 
under dark, thick eyebrows and a crown sits on top of her head, made from sequins and fake jewels. Others come out of the 
box: the Snow Fairy, a little rabbit, a dancer, a butler-like chap who reminds me of Winston Churchill, a tightrope-walker with 
clown make-up and many more. Several other puppets were dotted about the house, including a Turkish knight hanging on 
the right side of the fireplace behind Margaret’s chair. This knight had one leg shorter than the other in order to give the 
impression of walk as he is pivoted from left to right. 

Margaret is also a founder member of the Chertsey Art Club, founder member of the Association of British Artists, a 
founder member of the Runnymede Association of Arts, a member of the Ridley Society of Arts, a founder member of the New 
Chertsey Arts Club and a member of the Chertsey Artists. Margaret still draws, she doesn’t do as many ambitious projects as 
she used to and her expertise is sought-after. She enjoys Buchan novels and black/white movies as well as detective dramas. 
She keeps a hand-in with her art groups and societies. My favourite tale of that day was her reminiscing about seeing the play 
Peter Pan as a child. She loved every minute of it and the next day family friends were going to see it. When she was told this, 
she asked her mother: “But it was real! How can they see it tonight, if it happened last night?” Her mother smiled and said: 
“What you saw was real. But the people you saw enjoyed it all so much that they are going to pretend to do it all over again.” 
Margaret has tried to share that fascination, that love of story, with an audience spanning decades. Thank you Margaret for 
sharing it with me.  
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Do you remember Renée Houston?  

by Miranda Brooke 
      

 
Does anyone recall that basso profondo roar on the radio panel show 
Petticoat Line? You could say it was a forerunner of today’s ‘Loose 
Women’, with Renée’s surprising comments being the ‘loosest’ 
producers would allow between 1965 and 1976. Renée had been a 
resident of Weybridge, Oatlands Avenue for 20 years when she died 
in 1980. At her funeral at St Erconwald’s Church, Walton, Father 
Madden spoke of Renée’s long life in the public eye and in the public’s 
affection. ‘Anyone who has listened to the radio over the years knows 
that she did a tremendous amounts of good,’ he said ’She was a very 
charitable soul.’ 

In Weybridge in the late 70s bus drivers, ticket inspectors, 
women pushing their babies in prams never forgot this friendly lady 
with her bell-like Glaswegian voice. Who then, thought about the concert 
parties, variety theatre performances, and West End theatre performance 
Renée had done in her career that had lasted over 60 years. She was a pioneer 
of British films, radio and television and had met the great and good of the 
country in her younger years first in her act with her sister Billie as The Houston 
Sisters, and then with Donald Stewart, whom she married in 1948. My name’s 
Miranda Brooke. I'm writing a book about Renée and there’s a possibility local 
people might still remember her.  

 
If you knew Renée as a neighbour /friend I'd love to hear your memories. 
Please call:  07873252442  (I can call you back) 
Write:          11 Kingsway Mansions, Red Lion Square, WC1R4SE 
Email:          jjmbrooke@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Brooklands Race Track historic walk  

By Joe Hall 

 

This route will take about an hour and encompasses the historic Brooklands racetrack, Mercedes –Benz World, some 

woodland and river nature trails. It starts and ends at Weybridge Station. 

 

 Exit the station south car park (there are two station car parks – north and south) in a south-westerly direction with 
the railway tracks on your right side, into a foot path. 

 In a hundred yards or so, join Hadley Place through the opening and continue on with the railway tracks on your right 
side (Hadley Place joins Lonsdale Road) 

 Cross the railway lines along Seven Arches Approach Bridge, there is a good view of Weybridge Railway Station on the 
Right. 

 On the other side of the bridge, turn immediately left and follow the track down the hill. You will pass the Sewage 
Treatment Works on your right. 

 At the bottom of the slope, cross the River Wey (which flows north into the River Thames). 

 After you cross the river turn immediately left, under the railway bridge and follow the path with the river on your left. 

 You will notice the London Bus Museum on the other side of the river, also the entrance to Brooklands Museum. 

 Keep on the path and you will see Mercedes –Benz World showroom and Driving-Experience circuit on the right side.  

 Follow this path with the river on your left until you reach the road underpass; there is a good view of the Huf Haus 
show house on the other side of the river. 

Images 

courtesy 

of 

Miranda 

Brooke 
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 Keep on the path under the road and after a few 
hundred yards, take the first path on the left, 
you will reach the famous Brooklands Banked 
Racing Circuit. 

 Now there is a choice; either walk along the track 
on your right for a full nostalgic racing 
experience; or go through the opening ahead 
and take the nature trail along the river. Both 
trails will meet up after about half a mile. 

 Now head north along the children’s play area, 
towards the Mercedes –Benz World entrance, 
this hard surface was a runway during the war. 
You will see the Brooklands Airport Conning 
tower on your left (next door to the Currys 
store). 

 When you reach the road (Wellington Way) turn 
right along the road and cross the river bridge. 
You will pass the Huf-Haus again on your left. 

 Continue to the roundabout. The roads to the 
right and left are built on the original Brooklands 
Circuit (there is a café on road to the left). Cross 
the roundabout and continue to Brooklands 
Road. 

 Turn left and follow Brooklands Road in a 
northerly direction back to the station.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGM Announcement  
  
The Annual General Meeting of the Weybridge Society will be held on Wednesday  April 6th 2016 in the Small Hall of St 
James’ Parish Church (parking in Churchfield Road car park) at 8.00 p.m. Doors open 7.30 p.m. Before the meeting starts, 
come and enjoy a drink and have the opportunity of informal chats with Committee and Panel members. After the formal 
AGM there will be an opportunity to raise items for discussion from the floor,  to hear about Weybridge Society’s 
application to become a Charity and to hear a short talk from Paul Povey, manager of Waitrose, on the future activities of 
the Weybridge Town Business Group.  Please make a note of this date in your diary! 
Copies of the Chairman’s Report, Treasurer’s Report, Agenda and minutes of the last AGM will be available at the meeting. 
Nominations for the main committee should be sent to the Chairman in advance of the meeting. 

The Chairman, Treasurer, and Secretary are elected by the committee from its number at its first meeting after the Annual 

General Meeting, in accordance with the society’s constitution and rules. 
 

 

Newsletter – Electronic or Paper? 
 
A number of members receive their newsletters via an electronic link which enable them to download the newsletter file 
directly into their computer, tablet or smartphone.  This facility has been available to members for over a year and has proved 
to be successful for the 30+ members that use it.  For those members wishing to experience this form of delivery just copy this 
link (http://www.weybridgesociety.org.uk/downloads/news/133.pdf) into your web browser address box and you will see the 

http://www.weybridgesociety.org.uk/downloads/news/133.pdf
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Summer 2015 edition of the newsletter. The advantages to members of having electronic delivery is that delivery will be made 
as soon as the newsletter is published and that web links given in the newsletter can be readily accessed.  It will reduce the 
use of paper and save the Society reproduction costs. Those who would like to receive their next copy electronically please 
send an email to webeditor@weybridgesociety.org.uk  from your own email address (that is the email address that you wish 
the web link to be sent to) stating that your wish to do so and that you do not require a paper copy.  Please add your home 
address so that we can check that you are a member. If after receiving an issue in electronic format you wish to revert to a 
paper copy this can be easily done by sending an email to the above email address from your own email address requesting 
the change.  For those that wish to continue receiving the newsletter as hard copy please be assured that the Main Committee 
fully understands that a significant number of members will wish to continue receiving their newsletter in paper format and 
there is no intention to stop producing a hard copy. 

 

 

Weybridge Art Society: A Recent History 

by Victor Spink, Hon’ Vice Chairman 

 
I first knew the Weybridge Art Society when it was called the 
Weybridge Society of Arts. The name was changed in recent 
years so as not to be confused with the Weybridge Society, a 
long running local amenity group. 

I first came to the exhibitions in 1975 in the hall above 
the library.  It was quite clear they had been going for many 
years.  My friend and neighbour Margaret Robinson from 
Chertsey was Hon’ Chairman about this time. Entry was by 
selection committee only and would be members would have 
to present themselves and their work to the committee at 
some time when an exhibition was in progress.  

If I recall lighting in that hall was always a problem and 
spotlights were bought in for the occasion. I remember too 
that the screens were of very poor quality and amateurishly 
made.  The exhibitions suffered from being up the stairs and it 
was difficult to get passers-by off the pavement and to come 
up.  

No banner was allowed on the frontage of the library 
building, so it was put on the railings of the park. The standard 
of work was high then and one long term member is still going 
strong in the form of Miranda Weber who does now, and did 
then, sell well. Her prints always seemed to have a red spot 
beside them over the years.  Margaret Robinson was very 
active then and instigated talk evenings when various persons 
were invited to give talks in members’ homes. Lecturers came from all over including one from The Tate Gallery, and one from 
Winsor and Newton. I was asked to give a talk on Chertsey Tiles on which I had become quite knowledgeable. This was given in 
a flat at Oatlands in the late 1970s. 

When Kate Merrigan became Hon’ Chairman some years ago, decent screens had been bought and were allowed to 
be stored in library hall.  It was at this time that the selection committee for recruiting members decided that applicants for 
membership need only send Jpegs of their work.  It was at this point I was accepted for membership.  

Different venues were sought and The Riverhouse Barn at Walton became a popular venue for the artists to exhibit 
both up and downstairs. However The Riverhouse Barn was off the footfall from Walton centre so that visitors to the 
exhibitions was sparse, and later things became difficult in booking the hall or the room upstairs. 

The decision was taken by the committee to move twice a year into the Weybridge Hall. The Weybridge Hall had been 
recently decorated and looked ideal for the W.A.S.  

The Weybridge Arts Society have been exhibiting in the Weybridge Hall for a few years now, once in November, and 
once in May.  Margaret Robinson still exhibits with us as does Miranda Weber.  Mike Smith is Hon’ Chairman from 1st January 
2016 and has an enthusiastic committee. The high standard of works include paintings in all media, plus sculpture, prints, high 
class photography, handmade jewellery, and members’ cards. The numbers of the public who visit us at our exhibitions has 

Top left: Painting by Mike Smith (current Chairman). Top 

right: WAS members. Bottom left: Margaret Robinson by 

Victor Spink. Bottom right: Exhibit at Weybridge Hall, 

mailto:webeditor@weybridgesociety.org.uk
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quadrupled since we moved into Weybridge Hall because we have made the effort to make the entrance doors more inviting 
to passers-by, whether they are on foot or in their cars.  

New members are always being sought, and those who would like to join can refer to our website. This has been up 
on the internet for a few years now courtesy of Tom Merrigan. This site shows off the members work at their best and it is free 
to members, and easy to get one’s work put up.  Not all of the members are on yet however. 

Weybridge Art Society has met the needs of local artists for many years and continues to flourish despite the strains 
and distractions of modern life.  Having work shown at regular times in the town, and on the internet on show to the world, 
should see the Society on into the future, and well may it continue do so. 
www.weybridgeartsociety.com  

 

 

 

Developers’ application at former Trident Honda site at the junction of Queens Road 

and Princes Road, Weybridge turned down.  

By Nick Thripp 

A packed public gallery cheered and applauded the West Area Planning Sub Committee’s decision on Monday 1st 

February 2016 to reject Cleanslate Ltd’s application to squeeze 46 apartments and two retail units onto a site no bigger than a 

third of a football pitch. The Sub Committee’s grounds for doing so were that the building’s height, mass and bulk would be 

out of character with the surrounding area. 8 voted against the application with 2 abstentions.   

Dr Alan Wright had opened proceedings by speaking cogently for the allocated 3 minutes against the application 

highlighting in particular residents’ concerns that the mass and density of the new development had changed little from the 

original proposal and that the Gateway concept was again being misused as a rationale for over-development. He pointed out, 

inter alia, that this proposal was only three bedrooms, or two bed spaces less and that 63% of the reduction in overall floor 

space would be in the basement with no impact on the mass visible above ground. It would offer 172 bedroom places which 

would equate to a density of 748 per hectare. If the 86 bedrooms alone were taken as an alternative measure it would equate 

to 374 per hectare. These levels would be more appropriate to an inner city location than Queens Road or the residential 

Princes Road. 

It was then Mr Jeff Field of Jones Lang Lasalles’s turn to present the developers’ case. He referred to strategy and 

planning documents with the speed and accuracy of an old Gatling gun before   facing a barrage of questions by members of 

the Sub- Committee, who questioned the relevance of most of them. 

 Cllr Dearlove, who attended the meeting as a substitute, opened the Sub-Committee’s discussion with a declaration 

of significant concerns over the sheer scale and density of the development to applause and cheering from residents. He was 

supported by Cllr Knight, his fellow South ward councillor, who questioned Surrey CC’s view that there would be no material 

road transport impact. 

Other councillors followed suit by noting that the density of the proposed application was in the order of about 200 

dwellings per hectare, some 5 times that outlined in Core Strategy 17. 

 Cllr Fairclough commented that developers’ priority was profit without necessarily taking account of the community’s 

interests. If they adhered to the 40 dwellings per hectare guidelines, Mr Field had lamented, they could only build 7-9 

apartments on the site. Or 7-9 houses, Cllr Fairclough corrected him tellingly. 

Cllr Tim Grey said that he had come to the meeting hoping to find a proposal he could approve. Instead what was on 

the table was one which was only slightly modified from that rejected unanimously in March 2015. He berated the developers 

for wasting the Sub-Committee’s time. 

Cllr Foale referred to the Inspector’s comments when the first appeal for Dial Stone Court was turned down, which 

highlighted that the essential difference between Weybridge town centre and the Queens Road local parade with its village 

like atmosphere. He reinforced concerns at the misapplication of the Gateway concept to justify a disproportionately large 

building. 

Cllr Samuels endorsed the fact that the Queens Road local parade was viewed as a village. Cllr Davis ran through the 

density (dwellings per hectare) of surrounding roads to highlight powerfully what a complete aberration this development 

would be. Cllr Ramon Gray sounded a note of caution, citing central Government’s desire to maximise brownfield 

http://www.weybridgeartsociety.com/
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developments. He advised his fellow councillors to make sure that the grounds for refusal did not include reasons not cited in 

the unanimous rejection of the earlier and even more ambitious application in March 2015. 

On Friday, 5th February the developers withdrew their appeal against the rejection of their 51 apartment proposal last 

March, leading to speculation that they will appeal instead against the rejection of their 46 unit development. 

Very few would believe that this site will escape redevelopment. The issue is how appropriate such redevelopment 

will be set in the context of the Queens Road local parade and the immediately surrounding residential areas. As Winston 

Churchill said in 1942, ‘This is not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning.’ 

Editor’s Notes: 

Nick Thripp has been active in communicating to residents about applications and appeals on this site and advising 

those who wish to object how best to make their views known. If you would like to be added to his email list, contact him at 

nick.thripp@ntlworld.com. 

Both Nick Thripp and Alan Wright are members of the Weybridge Society 

 

 

Unseen Photography – Weybridge Couple Set Up Shop!  
by Francesca Acampora & George Tilbury  
 

 
George and Fran are Surrey based 
photographers living in Weybridge, 
their gallery on their website 
(www.unseenphotography.net) 
showcases their gorgeous Wedding 
Photography. So if you have a 
wedding coming up you might want 
to take a look at this local couple! 
The pair share a passion for all art 
forms, particularly photography, 
and believe in capturing people 
while they are relaxed and ‘in the 
moment’. They also give back to 
other artists by holding a summer 
‘Arts and Ducks’ exhibition, this 
year taking place on 18th & 19th 
June, where invited artists can exhibit their work and show Weybridge what creative talents bubble nearby. Take some time to 
wander around their website, Like them on Facebook, Follow them on Twitter or just give them a call if you are interested! 
 

 

Researching Your Roots! 
By Ethusiastic Local  

 

Some while ago I realised my grandchildren knew nothing of my side of the family, so I decided I needed to rectify this and 

began researching my father’s family. I went to the records office at Kew, but didn’t find it very fulfilling. Mainly because the 

staff were not particularly helpful, but also because I didn’t really know where to start my research. 

I checked the various online search companies and tok out a short subscription with Ancestry.co.uk. This allowed me 

to start building a family tree and to gain access to their records. This could have been a costly enterprise. However, I 

discovered you could use the computers at your local library to carry out this work and since then I have been doing all 

research at Weybridge Library, where the staff are so helpful and continue to take an interest in my research. You can e-mail 

any records you discover to your personal email, enabling you to check and print from your home. The ‘family tree’ you build  

on your computer has the facility  to create a profile on each family member, which is good for holding and updating any 

details you glean.  

mailto:nick.thripp@ntlworld.com
http://www.unseenphotography.net/
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I learnt that my paternal grandmother had at the age of two been left in the care of her grandparents, when her 

parents left for America in 1883. They settled in Slatington, Pennsylvania where my great-grandfather had his own church and 

gained doctorates in Law, Divinity and Medicine. They returned annually to visit their daughter in Wales. When she was twelve 

she visited them in America, didn’t like it and therefore returned to Wales, where she continued to live and subsequently met 

her future husband. Her parents had two more daughters born to them in America. One became a successful newspaper 

journalist/editor, the other a teacher and author of published books.  

I knew that my late father had travelled a lot prior to his marriage and discovered that he’d first been to Canada at the 

age of 18, travelling back-and-forth until the age of 25. On printing off the passenger details, I was able to obtain more family 

details. He also travelled to America and the Caribbean. He had two brothers and one sister. I was able to uncover all relevant 

information on his younger brother and sister but couldn’t find anything on his old brother, whom I had known as ‘Uncle 

George’. When checking my father’s travel documents I noted he’d visited Gwyn in Canada and – eureka! – my long lost Uncle 

George. He had gone out to Canada at the age of sixteen to study farming. He remained there and like my late father he did a 

lot of travelling and later joined him in America. My father had gone to Cananda as a trainee pharmacist and switched to bank 

work, first for the Bank of Toronto and then later for the Bank of America. The brothers returned to England in 1935, settling 

in Chelsea where they continued to live life to the full. 

My father met my mother and they married in 1936, going on to live a happy and joyful union. He became an 

accountant and travelled no more as they began a family and moved to Surrey at the onset of the war. I look back with great 

love and fondess for my parents, who gave me a very happy and contented up-bringing. Meanwhile, Uncle George joined the 

RAF at the start of World War 1 and went into Bomber Command. He was awarded the DFC, DFM and Bar. You were only able 

to fly a certain number of ‘sorties’ with Bomber Command, so he later transferred to another unti where he then tested 

various equipment, which resulting in him flying to Egypt, Greenland, Iceland, India and West Africia. He married during the 

war and as far as I know had a daughter and emigrated to New Zealand to become a sheep farmer. I am endeavoring to find 

further information on him and his family. 

My brother has located documents and photographs belonging to our late parents, together with letters written by 

our paternal grandparents to them during the later part of the war. These have provided hitherto unknown information. They 

show my father too had a close and loving relationship with his parents. I have transcribed these letters onto my computer, so 

I can pass on copies to any family members. I have also recently discovered a cousin in Cheltenham, who has shared 

information with me and also has given me a photograph of our great-grandfather alongside his church in America, as well as 

one of her together with our Great Aunt Olive, who she visited in 1971. My cousin and I continue to be in contact and my 

eldest sister and I are going to visit her in the spring. 

My research is on-going and I told my eldest granddaughter that I will pass the job onto her when I’m no longer able 

to contiue, as I believe this will be a never-ending project! I do most of my research at Weybridge Library, as this is both 

convient and as I said earlier, the staff are very helpful. 

 

 

Planning News 
 
Disclaimer: The following information is summarised from the Weybridge Society’s Planning Panel’s records; it is up to date at the time of 

writing and we hope that it is a true representation of the panel’s opinion. Please note: 2015 applications included here are still current and 

may be of interest to readers, due to possible disruption, increased traffic etc.  

Planning for Weybridge North 
 
2015/2796 - Land rear of 14 - 16 High Street Weybridge Surrey KT13 8AB - Three storey building and external staircase to provide 3 flats – 
UNDER CONSIDERATION  
 
2015/4401 - Land to the Rear of 4 and 4A Castleview Road Weybridge Surrey KT13 9AB - Additional detached single storey house on land to 
the rear of 4 & 4A Castleview Road – UNDER CONSIDERATION  
 
2015/2684 - Locke King House 2 Balfour Road - The proposal is to demolish the building and to replace it with 18 retirement flats.  This was 
reported in the last newsletter and following 17 letters of objection this has been refused.  The grounds for refusal were that the scale, 
bulk, massing and limited distances to the boundaries would result in a cramped and dominant development.  Also stated was an adverse 
impact on the Conservation area, listed buildings and neighbouring properties. – DECISION MADE 14/12/15 - REFUSED 
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2014/0884 and 2015/3644 - Warehouse 47 Thames Street Weybridge Surrey KT13 8JG - In previous newsletters we have reported 
applications for the conversion of this redundant warehouse into residential use based on a Government initiative for change of use of 
small redundant storage or distribution warehouses into dwelling houses. This application has unfortunately been permitted, the local 
residents and ourselves have written a formal complaints with regard to the decision as we consider that it has not been made correctly, 
these complaints are still ongoing. The second application to deal with a condition of the above application is for a means of ventilation 
using extractor fans has been refused.  The third application to deal with a condition of the above application does define where the air 
outlets would be positioned.  We are currently evaluating this application. DECISION MADE 17/12/15 – REFUSED.  
 
2015/2143 - The Little Mill Bull Dogs Island Jessamy Road Weybridge Surrey KT13 8LD - The Weybridge Society has objected to this 
application in support of the 7 local residents on the grounds that this is creeping development in the Conservation Area and Green Belt.  It 
is close to the popular river Wey walk between the Town and Thames Lock. UNDER CONSIDERATION 
 
2015/3135 - Riverside Church Walk Weybridge Surrey KT13 8JT - Single storey side extension incorporating garage, single storey rear 
extension and front and rear dormer windows - This was an unsympathetic conversion of the original Weybridge Electricity Station.  We 
await further news as this application was withdrawn. WITHDRAWN 02/10/15 
 
Planning for Weybridge South 

 

2015/4301 - 18 Springfield Lane Weybridge Surrey KT13 8AW -  Outline application for a detached two storey building with rooms in the 

roof space, comprising a social club at ground level and four flats following partial demolition of existing building (for access, appearance, 

layout and scale) – UNDER CONSIDERATION 

 

2015/4527 - The Grotto Monument Hill Weybridge Surrey KT13 8RX - new application for 3-storey with 11 (instead of 9 flats), including 3 

affordable.  Weybridge Society objected to high density (275 per hectare), lack of highways amenity for deliveries, and queried height 

relating to a neighbour. UNDER CONSIDERATION 

 

Planning for Oatlands Park 

 

2016/0557 - Cleves County Junior School Oatlands Avenue Weybridge Surrey KT13 9TS - Consultation from Surrey County Council: 

Construction of a one storey building to provide an additional 1FE to the existing School, with associated proposed landscaping, hard play 

and additional parking. In addition, construction of an extension to the existing dining hall and extension to separate classroom block – 

UNDER CONSIDERATION 

 

Planning for St George’s Hill 

 

2015/3339 – Site of 287 to 289, Brooklands Road, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 0QZ - 1 detached two storey house, 1 pair of semi-detached two 

storey houses with rooms in the roof space, dormer windows and basement, and 1 detached two storey block with rooms in the roof 

space, dormer windows and basement parking, comprising 16 apartments, with associated access and landscaping following demolition of 

existing pair of semi-detached houses. UNDER CONSIDERATION – Committee Meeting to be held 14/03/2016. Weybridge Society objected 

to this due to issues concerning overdevelopment and overlooking. There are 49 objections including that from the Weybridge Society.  In 

our opinion it is clearly an overdevelopment of the site resulting in out of character and unsympathetic design and overlooking. 

 

2015/2094 - Broadlands St Georges Avenue Weybridge Surrey KT13 0DN - 3 terraced two storey houses with rooms in the roofspace and 

dormer windows and conversion of Broadlands to create 6 flats, new access and cart port – UNDER CONSIDERATION 

 

Other 

 

2015/2699 and 2014/2815  - Abrook Farm Walton Lane Weybridge Surrey KT13 8QB - You may have noticed a large barn close to Walton 

Lane this was permitted as a farm building.  The second application is for storage containers.  The Planning Panel is compiling an objection 

to this application in support of 11 members of the public that consider this inappropriate in the Green Belt. WARD: WALTON CENTRAL. 

UNDER CONSIDERATION. Original application: Single storey rear extension and first floor side extension including raised new tiled roof over 

existing garage 
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Dates For Your Diary 
 

 

12th March 2016 3.00pm - St James Parish Centre, Church Street, Weybridge – a  lecture on “A 

Tudor Gentleman in Surrey – Sir William More of Loseley” presented by Mike Page (Surrey History 

Centre). 

 

6th April 2016 8.00pm – St James Parish Centre, Church Street, Weybridge – Annual General 

Meeting of Weybridge Society. 

 

9th April 2016 3.00pm - Coffee Lounge, Hersham Village Hall, a lecture on “John Evekyn in 

Surrey” by Isabel Sullivan (Surrey History Centre).  

 

7th  May 2016 3.00pm  - St James’ Parish Centre, Church Street, Weybridge, Annual General 

Meeting of the Walton and Weybridge Local History Society, followed by a talk, speaker to 

be arranged.  

 

3rd July 2016 – 1.00pm Summer Party details to be announced. 

 

Saturday September 3rd 2016 

Business@Brooklands Family Fun Day @ Brooklands Community Park see    http://www.businessatbrooklands.co.uk/elmbridgefunday/ for 

more details 

 

 

COMMITTEE LIST 
Dave Arnold Chairman & Chair Transport Panel 
chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk 
20 Pine Grove KT13 9AW                                                                    702843 

Richard Marshall Vice Chair Main Committee & Footpaths 
footpaths@weybridgesociety.org.uk  
12 Churchfields Avenue KT13 9YA                                           
849513 

Anne Lindsay Membership & Distribution: 
membership@weybridgesociety.org.uk  
Splash Wey Meadows KT13 8XY                                                        
854204 

Barry Judd Liaison with Local Groups: 
liaison@weybridgesociety.org.uk  
13 Barham Close KT13 9PR                                                        
853895 

Secretary: secretary@weybridgesociety.org.uk 
 

Annette Davies Events: events@weybridgesociety.org.uk  
11 Churchill Drive KT13 9HE                                                      
844664 

John Hanafin Treasurer: treasurer@weybridgesociety.org.uk 
36 Fortescue Road KT13 8XF                                                              
702175 

Trevor Tarring Minutes: 
minutes@weybridgesociety.org.uk 
11High Pine Close KT13 9EA                                                     
843428 

Joe Hall Marketing/Communication: 
marketing@weybridgesociety.org.uk  
242 Brooklands Road KT13 0RD                                                        
859595 

Margaret Wicks 1 The Island Wey Meadows KT13 8GJ      
848253 
 
Sue Ells Clarendon 20 Churchfields Ave KT13 9YA   07802 
774397 

OTHER CONTACTS 
Planning South: planning.weysouth@weybridgesociety.org.uk 
 

Planning St. Georges: 
planning.stgeorges@weybridgesociety.org.uk 
Peter White 11 Summerleigh KT13 0HE                                 
840447 

Planning North: planning.weynorth@weybridgesociety.org.uk  
Raymond Spary Shambles Round Oak KT13 8HT                            
888214 

Planning Oatlands: 
planning.oatlands@weybridgesociety.org.uk 
 

Newsletter Editor: Haley Jenkins 
newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk 

07522 553498 
Web Page Enquiries: webeditor@weybridgesociety.org.uk 

Education: education@weybridgesociety.org.uk  
Steven Beaumont 36 Radnor Road KT13 8JU                        
853597 
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