Hon. Patron – Michael Aspel OBE

Spring 2012

WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY has arranged a Special Meeting about the Olympic Cycling
Event on Thursday 22 March
2012 at 7 p.m. in WEYBRIDGE HALL,

Would you like to join the
Weybridge Society?

CHURCH STREET (Parking in
Churchfields Car Park).
Please contact any
The Speaker will be Mr SURRIYA
Committee member- see
SUBRAMANIAM of the Surrey 2012
page 2
Team. Come and hear all about the
plans for the Cycle Races through
Surrey – especially Weybridge – on the
weekend of 28/29 July and the Time Trials on 1 August. Ask questions and find out how you can make the most of these
unique events. This meeting is open to all, free of charge –Come along, and enjoy the build-up to the Olympics. Enquiries to
The Secretary (secretary@weyridgesociety.org.uk)

ROYAL 60
Weybridge is preparing to celebrate this summer: the flags are up, the banners are appearing. 60 years in the same job is
pretty unusual, let alone one carried out in the public spotlight, so we want to express our appreciation and celebrate. The
Friends of St James’ church are organising a Flower Festival to mark 60 years of the Queen’s reign and her service to her people
in Britain and the Commonwealth, and to highlight the contribution over the last 60 years of the many local organisations whi ch
add value and variety to life in Weybridge. The festival will take place during the weekend before the Jubilee Bank Holiday, from
Friday, 25th May to Sunday, 27th May; local school groups will be invited to come and visit on Monday, 28th May. Opening
hours will be 10 am to 5 pm on Friday 25th and Saturday 26th, and 12 noon to 5 pm on Sunday 27th.
The theme is “Royal 60”, and the Friends (FOSJ) would welcome participation
by local organisations and individuals. Some have already been approached –
please don’t take offence if you haven’t heard from us, as we started with the
people we know – and already several local schools and churches, museums,
societies, and guide and brownie packs have “signed up”. Your contribution
does not necessarily have to be a flower arrangement, although the more of
those we have the happier we will be. Some of the schools, for example, will
be exhibiting artwork. There will be refreshments and probably displays of art
in various forms in the Parish Centre.
We will need many volunteers to help make the event run smoothly, so please
take this chance to get involved in what should be great fun and a wonderful
opportunity to get to know more of the people who help the local community to “tick”. There is absolutely no need to be a
member of St James’ congregation: the more people we have, the happier we will be. We will need people to help with
everything from artwork to woodwork: belltower visits, calligraphy, carpentry, catering, dogsbody jobs, delivering, dusting,
editing, encouraging, first aid, flower arranging, gofers, hoovering, improvising, inspiring, joinery, kitchen skivvies, lifts, music,
negotiation, office tasks, photography, proof-reading, publicity, researching, rubbish clearing, staging, school visits, stewarding,
table-clearing, tea-making, watering, etc etc. There will also be opportunities for commercial sponsorship of the programme.
Please turn to Page 4

The Annual General Meeting of the Weybridge Society will be held on Thursday 26
April 2012 in the Large Hall of St James’ Parish Church at 8.00 p.m.
Doors open 7.30 p.m parking in Churchfield Road car park, fuller details on Page 5
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BAKER STREET
CHRISTMAS EVENT

Weybridge Society was invited to have a stand at
the Baker Street Traders’ Christmas Event on
Thursday, 17 November last. It was a pleasant
evening and many people strolled along the street,
enjoying mulled wine, mince pies, music, raffles
and attractions. The shops were open and all the
traders had made special efforts to decorate their
premises and get into the Christmas spirit. More
than £2000 was raised for the Sam Beare Hospice
(the society had an hospice collection tin and
people were very generous in their donations).
New members were recruited to the society as a
result of our presence, and it provided a good
opportunity to discuss with residents and visitors
various concerns and issues affecting Weybridge,
especially those in which the society was involved.
Unfortunately, a similar event in Queens Road a
week or so later was not blessed with good
weather, and although the society had intended to
have a similar stand as in Baker Street, high winds

and driving rain made this impossible! Perhaps next year.
The Traders are hoping that permission will be given for part of Baker
Street to be closed to traffic in the interests of public safety during any
future events.
Carolyn Pennycook

Committee List

Chairman: Barry Judd
13 Barham Close KT13 9PR
chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Vice Chair & Footpaths: Richard Marshall
12 Churchfields Avenue KT13 9YA
vice.chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Treasurer: Margaret Wicks
1 The Island, Wey Meadows, KT13 8XY
treasurer@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Secretary: Carolyn Pennycook
Redstairs Brooklands Rd KT13 0QZ
secretary@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Membership:
membership@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Distribution: Anne Lindsay
Splash Wey Meadows KT13 8XY
distribution@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Planning Weybridge North: Raymond Spary
Shambles Round Oak Rd KT13 8HT
planning.weynorth@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Planning Weybridge South: Robin Clarke
11 Manor Chase KT13 8SE
planning.weysouth@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Planning, Oatlands: Geoff Banks
15 Templemere KT13 9PA
planning.oatlands@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Planning, St Georges: Peter White
11 Summerleigh KT13 0HE
planning.stgeorges@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Transport: Dave Arnold
20 Pine Grove KT13 9AW
transport@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Events: Annette Davies
11 Churchill Drive KT13 9HE
events@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Minutes: Trevor Tarring
Robin Hill Brooks Close KT13 0LX
minutes@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Marketing/Communication: Joe Hall
242 Brooklands Road KT13 ORD
marketing@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Education: Stephen Beaumont
36 Radnor Road KT13
education@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Newsletter Editor:
newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk

853895
849513
848253
848244

854204
888214
847031
843065
840447
702843
844664
843428
859595
853597

DID YOU KNOW
National Monument 23001 shows that Weybridge has been a place to live
for hundreds of years – for this monument is the Iron Age Hillfort on St
George’s Hill. (Because it is situated in the now private estate, access is
only permitted by application to St George’s Hill Residents’ Association
Ltd, Baker Street, Weybridge 01932 859575.)
The English Heritage listing of this ‘large multivallate hillfort’ states that it
is scheduled under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act
1979 and is considered of national importance. It was first scheduled in
1948. The hillfort overlooks the valleys of the Thames, Wey and Mole
rivers, and covers an area of 5.5 hectares.
Originally thought to be a Roman camp, (hence its often ‘Caesar’s Camp’
reference) in 1911 an investigation recognised the site as an Iron Age
defended enclosure – which pre-dated Caesar’s invasion. During the
building of houses in the early 20c, Early and Late Iron Age pottery was
found, and also iron slag, the result of iron smelting.
Further detailed information can be found on the English Heritage website
– and the list entry number is 1008475. Elmbridge Museum in Church
Street also has information – open Fridays 11 – 5, Saturdays 10 – 1 and 2
– 5.
One wonders what people of the Iron Age would make of the current
residences on ‘their’ hill?
Carolyn Pennycook
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Transport Survey Results
The results from the recent transport
survey show that the vast majority of
respondents believe that local transport is a
key issue within Weybridge. Over 95 % felt
that transport in general (covering traffic,
safety and public transport) is not good
enough. On all the specific issues raised
responses were generally similar to those
obtained from the 2008 survey.

ST MARY, OATLANDS CELEBRATES
150 YEARS OF WORSHIP .

The 5 issues that have the strongest
support are:
· Improving maintenance of roads,
footpaths & drains (95%);
· Restricting HGVs (95%);
· Improving road design (95%);
· Ensuring safer footpaths (90%);
· Improving public transport (90%).
All the other issues questioned had support
greater than 70% and are:
· Provision of school buses (85%);
· Provision of cycle routes (80%);
· Lowering of speed limits in
residential/school areas (70%);
· Introduction of speed cameras (70%).
There was strong encouragement (95%) for
the Society to publicise and seek support
for the issues covered by the survey
through the press and other methods. The
Transport Panel will use the results to focus
its activities.
The Transport Panel wishes to thank all of
you that completed the survey; there were
76 replies received (49% electronically)
compared to 55 in 2008. If you wish to see
more details of the results then please go to
www.weybridgesociety.org/news. If you
wish to have a paper copy please write to
the Society requesting a copy and please
enclose a stamped addressed envelope.
Dave Arnold Transport Panel

Snow did not deter over 250 parishioners, friends and visitors from gathering at
St Mary Oatlands Church, Weybridge on Sunday 6th February to celebrate the
150th anniversary of the opening of the church on 2nd February 1862.
The Right Reverend Ian Brackley, Bishop of Dorking, conducted the service of
celebration. The Mayor and Mayoress of Elmbridge, Councillors John and Mary
Sheldon along with neighbouring clergy and 2 former Vicars of Oatlands were
among the congregation.
Churchwarden, Mike Williams, gave a short resume of the Church’s history. The
Vicar. Steve Brunn, spoke of exciting plans for the future including the carefully
planned building project. An enclosed cloister garden, a new porch for a widened
office entrance and a new office with mezzanine room above to replace the
existing stage, are the main features of the new plan.( The Vicar did not
mention his favourite subject, The St Mary Oatlands Football Team, which is
expecting promotion at the end of the season).
During the enthusiastic singing of the hymn “ Lord enthroned in heavenly
splendour” a collection was taken which raised a healthy sum towards the cost
of the building project.
After the service everyone adjourned to the church hall where a good spread of
food and wine had been prepared. The Bishop cut the birthday cake and there
was a hearty rendering of “Happy Birthday”.
Contributed by Peter Ewing

MEMBERSHIP
The strength of any organisation is in its membership, and we urge all members to recruit at least one new member this
year. The membership application form can be downloaded from the website (www.weybridgesociety.org.uk) or hard copies
are available from the Secretary and other committee members. Our new leaflet was drawn up by the
Marketing/Communication Panel, and approved by the main committee, and because of its format can easily be
photocopied, making it a much more economical and flexible document than our previous ‘full colour’ version.
Incidentally, if you know of a lapsed member, please encourage them to rejoin – and if your own membership needs
renewing, please send your subscription to the Treasurer. (PO Box 492, Weybridge, KT13 8WX).
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THE WEY NAVIGATIONS

A large audience gathered at St James’ Parish Church Hall on
19.01.2012 to hear Alan Williams, a volunteer speaker from the
National Trust give an illustrated presentation about the Wey
Navigations, which was the inspiration and commercial venture of
Sir Richard Weston, landowner, living at the Elizabethan manor,
Sutton Place, nr Guildford. It required an Act if Parliament (26 June
1651) for permission for the cuts to be made to ‘straighten out’ the
River Wey which resulted in the Navigation. By cutting across the
sweeps and bends of the river the navigable journey from
Godalming to Weybridge was reduced from 30 to 20 miles.
The Navigation from Guildford to Weybridge was opened in 1653,
and the section upstream from Guildford to Godalming was added
later. At the time, Guildford was a impoverished town and the
Hope barge photo by courtesy of Elmbridge Museum Part of
Navigation brought commerce to the area. Barges carried corn,
Elmbridge Borough Council's Leisure and Cultural Services
coal, rags, metal, wood, saltpetre and gunpowder. James Pitson, a
major in Cromwell’s Army, and employed by Sir Richard, realised the value and speed of transporting gunpowder from the
Chilworth Powder Mills (operational until 1921) to London this way. Richard Scotcher was Sir Richard’s Clerk of Works during the
construction of the original 12 locks and 20 bridges; later a further 4 locks were added on the Godalming section. Thames Lock
in Weybridge was the gateway to the River Thames and London. The horse drawn barge journey took a day and a half to reach
London, with new teams joining along the way. The Wey Navigation cost £16,000 (possibly equivalent of £10 million today) and
it was over budget. However it was profitable from the beginning with each load ensuring a good return on the outlay. Tolls
were paid until the early 1960s.
In 1910 the Stevens’ family owned the Navigations and worked them successfully, carrying cargo on barges made at Dapdune
Wharf in Guildford (now the HQ of the National Trust for the Navigations). Each barge carried the licence No.1393 which allowed
it to use the River Thames. In 1960, stones for the completion of Guildford Cathedral were landed at Guildford Wharf, where t he
ancient treadmill may still be seen.
In 1964 Harry Stevens gave the Navigations to the National Trust, with the proviso
that they should maintain and care for them – obligations that the Trust has honoured
– resulting in the only financially self-sufficient waterway in the UK. The Trust sells
licences for boats, fishing and moorings, and the centre at Dapdune Wharf is a popular
visitor attraction, with hands on exhibits enjoyed by visitors.
The Navigations today are not without problems – the invasive plants Floating
Pennywort, Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam – all introduced plants –
require continuous eradication. In the animal world, the American Signal Crayfish
destroys the native, much smaller crayfish – and the mink escapees are voracious
predators that have all but killed off the water voles that used to be a common sight
on the waterway.
In answer to a question, Alan Williams said that there were 110 permanent NT
workers on the Navigations, including the 7 lengthsmen who each look after a stretch
of water, and locks. Volunteers too are engaged in helping keep the waterway the
attractive and accessible attraction it is today. There are 55,000 volunteers working
for the Trust nationwide – a truly amazing number. Chairman, Barry Judd, expressed
Chairman Barry Judd with Alan Williams
the thanks of all present for a fascinating presentation. Carolyn Pennycook

ROYAL 60 (from Page 1)

There will be no charge for entry to the Festival, but donations towards the Friends of St James will be welcome as all funds are
used to help maintain the fabric of Weybridge’s premier landmark, the church of St James. As a “taster” a flower arranging
demonstration was held at the end of January, and was attended by about 40 people who all seemed to agree that they had
enjoyed it. After the demonstration – and a cup of well-earned coffee – they were encouraged to have a go at their own
arrangement, which resulted in some beautiful offerings, which were later sold to help the funds. Gentlemen please note: two
of the arrangements were done by men, and very attractive they were too, so don’t think this is something just for the ladies .
If you would like to volunteer to become involved in some way, please contact Trish Dodds on (01932) 840288,
trish_dodds@hotmail.com, or Jeanette Colton on (01932) 858596, Jeanette@jeanettes-flower-gallery.co.uk
They would love to hear from you.
Alison Lornie
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WEYBRIDGE HALL – USE IT OR LOSE IT!

Weybridge Society has been central to securing the future of
Weybridge Hall for the next two years, but our work doesn’t stop
there.
During a period of uncertainty for the Hall in 2011 when Council
funding was withdrawn, the local community campaigned to keep
the Hall open as a vital community asset. The Hall has a history
of almost 100 years as a public building, since it was established
as a cinema in 1920. It now offers a large open space with high
ceilings, gallery with tiered seating, stage, kitchen, bar and
lighting and PA systems. Groups operating from the Hall include
toddlers’ soccer and dance classes, Weybridge Old Folks Club and
keep fit classes.
Following a sustained publicity campaign aided by Max Clifford’s
involvement and a petition of over 1,000 signatures, the Council has agreed to give the Hall a two-year reprieve during which the
local community must show a genuine need for the Hall: bookings must increase by 15% by December 2013. This is a tall order,
but easily achievable by a motivated and enthusiastic community.
The Society recognises the importance of public amenities that draw people into Weybridge and offer a location for communityorientated activities. Already, local residents are working hard to make a difference. Max Clifford has kindly donated a
considerable sum for the redecoration of the Hall and local construction company, Castellum Construction, has offered to
undertake the necessary works on a cost-only basis.
The Hall has huge untapped potential and the Society is now involved in helping to turn the Hall into a facility that the community
truly deserves. The alternative is not an attractive one: if the Hall was to close, there is no certainty as to its future. However, its
role as a public amenity would certainly be in doubt and current market conditions suggest the Hall would soon become a rundown, empty building in a prominent location within the town.
As well as working to increase public awareness about the Hall, the Society will be assisting the local community in raising funds
to improve the current facilities. All of this takes time and effort. Sparing just one hour a week could help to breathe new life into
this under-valued public amenity. We would welcome anybody who would like to make a tangible difference to their community.
For more information, please contact Jennifer Doyle on 01932 844893 or at jenny.doyle29@yahoo.co.uk.

KEEP IN TOUCH ON TWITTER
Weybridge Society now has its own Twitter account http://twitter.com/WeybridgeSoc. We are using this to broadcast short items
of local news and information with relevant links to the Society’s website page or other sources of more detailed information.
If you are a Twitter user, this is a really convenient way of staying in touch with events and activities supported by the Society.
If you are not a Twitter user, and are wondering what all the fuss is about, this might be the opportunity that you have been
waiting for to sign up and give it a try. It really is surprisingly useful, as a way of being able to discover and interact with likeminded people, and keep up with events as they unfold. It only takes a couple of minutes to sign up for an account at
http:/twitter.com. You then need to find some accounts to follow, so start with @WeybridgeSoc, and use the search facility to
look for other ones that might interest you, such as relatives, celebrities or local businesses. After you’ve observed what people
are doing for a while and got the hang of it, you can then start entertaining the world with your own 140-word status updates
and opinions. We look forward to seeing you in cyberspace.
Sally Bean (aka @Cybersal)

The Annual General Meeting of the Weybridge Society will be held on
Thursday, 26 April 2012
In the Large Hall of St James’ Parish Church (parking in Churchfield Road car park) at 8.00 p.m.
Doors open 7.30 p.m
Before the meeting starts, come and enjoy a drink and have the opportunity of informal chats with Committee and Panel
members. After the formal AGM there will be time to raise items for discussion from the floor, and to hear about Weybridge
Society’s involvement with the future of Weybridge Hall.
Please make a note of the date in your diary because this newsletter serves as the formal notice of the Annual General
Meeting. Copies of the Chairman’s Report, Treasurer’s Report, Agenda and minutes of the last AGM will be available at the
meeting. Nominations for the main committee should be sent to the Secretary in advance of the meeting. The Chairman,
Treasurer, and Secretary are elected by the committee from its number at its first meeting after the Annual General Meeting,
in accordance with the society’s constitution and rules.
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The Planning Panel – February 2012
In late November 2011, Elmbridge Borough Council issued drafts of their Developer Contributions Supplementary Planning
Document, “ SPD”, and CIL Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule for comment.
In our response which was submitted in early January, we commented that the issue of these documents seemed premature,
since central government consultation on the desirability of these proposals was ongoing until 30 th December 2011, with the
regulations proposed not being laid before Parliament for consideration until later this year, 2012.
We further commented that it was important for the documents to emphasise that the CIL charge levels were not negotiable,
were payable upon issue of planning approval, should reflect the infrastructure costs necessarily associated with the proposed
development, irrespective of its effect in the viability of the development, and that changes of use of a site and enhanced
property value should be also be taken into account in assessing the level of the CIL.
P.J.Watson, Planning Panel
The following information is summarised from the Weybridge Society’s Planning Panel’s records; it is up to date at the time of
writing and we hope that it is a true representation of the panel’s opinion.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS IN WEYBRIDGE SOUTH – FEBRUARY 2012
There has been only one major planning application recently in Weybridge South. We are waiting with interest the proposals to
develop the Focus DIY site on Monument Hill.
ST MARTINS COURT, YORK ROAD (2012/0156)
The application for a detached two storey building in the car park to house 4 flats (2011/0551 and 2011/5440) was dismissed on
appeal in September 2011, following further objections of over development from the Weybridge Society in support of local
residents. A new application was submitted in January for a single storey detached building in the car park to house two offices
for grade B1 use.
BEECHFIELD , 22 HANGER HILL (2011/6470)
Beechfield was until recently a nursing home and is situated opposite the Cricket Green. An application to demolish and build a
terrace of four 3-storey town houses along Hanger Hill with two detached houses behind was strongly criticised on the grounds
that it would be detrimental to the locally listed Regency villas next door; there would be unacceptable loss of trees; and the
height and bulk of the proposal were excessive. The application was turned down by Elmbridge in September, but an appeal has
been lodged. The Weybridge Society has written to the Inspector on why the development should not go ahead.
VISCOUNT HOUSE, PRINCES ROAD (2011/5994)
An application for a 3 storey side extension for 3 two-storey flats following the demolition of the existing garages was refused by
the Council in August 2011 on the grounds that the developer was not making a sufficient contribution towards infrastructure
costs. However permission was granted on appeal in January.
Robin Clarke, Joint Chair, Planning Panel.

PLANNING OATLANDS FEBRUARY 2012
Land at 18-22, Barham Close (2010/0584)
This is an application for the extension of permission 2007/2864 for three terraces of four three-storey houses, for a further three
years. The application was refused in May last year and the subsequent appeal was allowed on 15 th February 2012.
Land at Beechcroft Manor (2011/0782)
This application is for a terrace of three storey houses set in the slope down to Broadwater Lake. This follows the refusal of a
similar application in 2010. The new application was refused, because it would materially detract from the setting of the his toric
Oatlands Park. The subsequent appeal was dismissed on 22 nd November, 2011.
Sycamore Court, Oatlands Chase (2011/6406)
This was a proposal to replace two blocks containing 10 flats with a block containing 5 apartments, a detached house, and 6
semi-detached houses. The application was permitted on 17 th October, 2011.
Land at Berkeley Court and Oatlands Drive (2011/5429)
This application is for a 12.5 metre high telecoms mast on the grass verge at the entrance to Berkeley Court. It was refused in
June last year, but was taken to appeal in December. The outcome of the appeal is still awaited.
Geoff Banks Joint Chair, Planning Panel

PLANNING WEYBRIDGE NORTH FEBRUARY 2012
Former Portmore Dental Practice at 4 Balfour Rd (2006/2047,2007/1838,1840 & 1859, 2011/0460,6301)
In our winter 2011 newsletter we reported that the house, a significant late 19th C building included in the Weybridge
Conservation Area, is not presently at risk as the planning application is to convert it into flats. Unfortunately the same
application is now subject to an appeal because it proposes also building 8 flats on the rear car park.
The Planning Panel has written to the Inspector and intends to be present at the appeal site visit, because it is considered that
this proposed building of flats would be a total over development of the site, causing considerable damage to the Devonshire
Road street scene.
Raymond Spary, Joint Chair, Planning Panel
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ST.GEORGE’S HILL PLANNING FEBRUARY 2012
Lincoln Court Old Avenue 2011/5485
An application was submitted to demolish the current block of flats and build 8 new houses and three flats. We have objected to
the application as we feel the proposed building is too large and high and will dominate this prominent corner position with
Gower Road. The application was refused by the Council but the applicant has appealed the decision. We await the Planning
Inspector’s decision.
Heartherley St, Georges Road 2011/8413
Following the refusal of a previous application, a new proposal has been submitted to develop the site, with four houses. The
application is similar to the previous scheme so we have objected on the same grounds of overdevelopment of a modest site.
Pinecroft, St. Georges Road 2011/8284
Alhough an application to add three flats to the roof of this block a new application has been submitted.
The new application appears very similar to the already approved scheme so we have objected on the same grounds we did with
the previous application.
Redhill Road
Wood fired generating Plant 2012/0423 and 0522. The long awaited application to build a large electricity generating plant in
Redhill Road has been submitted to Surrey County Council. Any comments and or objections to Elmbridge Borough Council. A
group of local residents has formed SEG Surrey Environmental Guardians to object to the scheme. benn@tesco.net.
Peter White, Joint Chair, Planning Panel

SCULPTURE BOUGHT BY WEYBRIDGE SOCIETY

COMMITTEES’ PARTY

Members may be interested to read the following article from John
Simpson about Godfrey William who sculpted the bird that the Society
bought, and which is now resting in our committee member Anne
Lindsay’s garden, awaiting funds and organisation to have it erected
in the Walton Lane picnic area by the River Thames. The Society
already has planning permission for this – but the costs of having the
granite plinth made, and erected needs some serious fund raising to
reach the £2500+ anticipated. If anyone would like to take this
project on, then please contact the Chairman or Secretary.
“I thought the Weybridge Society may be interested in this video clip
taken by a friend last November. It shows ‘your’ artist discussing his
work and how our support helps his family. You already have his CV.
This is one in a series of video clips featuring various artists from the
Artpeace cooperative. http://youtu.be/LpASA7VJKwA
As you can see, poor Godfrey is in pretty poor shape (he is only 40!).
I thought we had ’ lost him’ several times but our funds keep him
going and hence his extended family as he is the sole breadwinner. I
think he is now very conscious of his appearance hence a reluctance
to smile. No NHS in Zimbabwe where everything has to be paid for so
most suffer as a result. The cooperative's latest fear is the typhoid
outbreak which affect the high density suburbs most as if they do not
already have enough to worry about.”
John Simpson

On Saturday, 4 February the Society held its annual
get-together for all those who have helped during the
year – from members of the main committee, the
panels, distributors and others. About 40 attended –
and each brought a dish of either salad, savoury or
dessert – which resulted in a delicious two course
buffet supper.

Did you know you can become a Member of your local hospital trust,
Ashford and St. Peter’s?

Ashford and St Peter’s Hospitals is an NHS Foundation Trust and is
looking for support from local people who can join as members. The
Governor for Elmbridge is Steve McCarthy, a resident of Weybridge
and our website editor. You can contact him via
http://www.ashfordstpeters.nhs.uk/contact-your-governor
Please see www.weybridgesociety.org/news for more information.

Annette Davies organised the event at the Weybridge
Centre. Barry Judd, our Chairman in his welcome,
thanked all present for their hard work for the society
during the past year. Comments after the party
confirmed that a good time was had by all – even
though the snow had fallen and getting home was
challenging for some!

ELMBRIDGE CELEBRATES
Keep an eye out for the events happening in our area
by visiting the Elmbridge Borough Council website –
www.elmbridge.gov.uk/2012 – It lists events
happening during this special year of the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee, and the 2012 Olympics, as well as
local events in Elmbridge towns and villages, including
of course, Weybridge.

EMAIL ADDRESSES
If you would like to receive information via the
email about Society activities and other events in
Weybridge, then please make sure you send your
current email address to our webmaster at
webmaster@weybridgesociety.org.uk If you have
changed your email address, please also inform our
webmaster.
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A SLICE OF BROOKLANDS HISTORY

If you lived in Weybridge in the 1920's, the name of Captain Archie Frazer Nash
might be quite well known to you. Those were the years when he was winning
races and breaking records at the Brooklands track. Not for him the giant multilitre monsters traditionally associated with the Outer Circuit. His chariots were
tiny, spindly cyclecars. With their air-cooled twin cylinder engines and frail,
chain-driven chassis they had as much in common with motorcycles as cars.
Even more remarkably, he was mass-producing them in their original form as
low-powered economy transport for the hard-up. It was the application of his
engineering genius to souping-up the basic cars, together with their
unexpectedly good road holding, that made them the terror of the 1100cc class.
The make of these long-forgotten cars was GN, the initials of his partner Ron
Godfrey and himself. Their manufacture from 1910 to 1922, except during the
War years, started him on a career in engineering that carried him through the
production of a specialist sports car in his own name in the later 1920's and
other inventions to his most celebrated achievement. This was the Frazer Nash
gun turrets fitted to most RAF bombers during World War II. For three years he
poured his own money into their development before securing orders from the
Air Ministry in the mid-1930's. Altogether some 56,000 of these complex,
hydraulically-driven mechanisms were supplied to the RAF. Many of them came
to Brooklands to be fitted to the Vickers Wellingtons that were being produced
there.
A biography of this clever, cheerful man has just been written by Weybridge Society Committee member Trevor Tarring. This is
no coincidence, as he has owned his 1927 Frazer Nash car for over 50 years, completing over a quarter of a million miles in it in
races, holidays to the far corners of Europe and trips to the pub. More recently the infection has reached his wife, who now
proudly owns a 1920 GN touring car. The book has been published by The Frazer Nash Archives and is on sale locally at £35 in
the Brooklands Museum shop and Weybridge Books.

EDUCATION -Are they going to build some more classrooms so that my child can start at primary school next
year?

The short answer is Yes. Read on and you will learn the details.
Elmbridge is a most attractive area to live in and to bring up children. The number of children in the borough has been rising
quite quickly over the past three years and the amount of places in primary schools hasn't! Fewer parents are choosing private
schools for their children. Something needed to be done.
Clever statisticians at Surrey County Council [who are responsible for making sure that there are enough school places] predicted
that unless action was taken there would be a shortage of places, notably for Reception age children [four and five year olds].
There would be a shortfall of 100 places in Elmbridge in 2012/13 The most critical areas would be Walton and Hersham.
In November 2011 Surrey Education Children and Learning Cabinet recommended that :
 Bell Farm School should be reorganised from being a Junior School [ for 7 to 11 year olds] to become an all through
Primary School [ for 4 to 11 year olds].from 2012
 Burhill Infant School should be reorganised from being an Infant School [ for 4 to 7 year olds ] to become an all through
Primary School [ for 4 to 11 year olds] from 2014
 Grovelands Infant School should be reorganised in the same way as Burhill.
The additional classrooms at Manby Lodge and at Oatlands Infant School are to be retained. No changes are recommended for
any other schools in Walton/Weybridge/Hersham.
Parents wanting a school place for their children should contact the school they choose to find out what the admission
procedures are. Time is rapidly running out for September 2012 new admissions.
That is the longer answer.

Stephen Beaumont, Education Panel
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