Your Residents’ Association – Working to

keep Weybridge a pleasant place to live
Would you like to join the Weybridge Society?
By joining us you will be able to add your voice and weight to
our campaigns. The Society has been going for over 50 years
and during that time has gained the respect of borough and
county councillors. We support new initiatives and guard
against inappropriate development. We also work closely with
Neighbourhood Watch and the police to ensure a safe and
secure environment for all who live and work in Weybridge.
Please contact any member listed on Page 2 for details

Hon. Patron – Michael Aspel, OBE

Autumn 2011

It’s Business
as usual
for all
Queens
Road
shops
during the
nine-week
road
closure

Queens Road closure fails
to deter shop owners

A

s your copy of this
newsletter went to
press, Veolia Water
closed Queens road at
the junction of Haines Bridge
where essential work will ensue
for nine- weeks
Weybridge society committee
members attended a meeting
held by Veolia Water at the
threatened Weybridge Hall.
Project Manager Andrew
Jeskins answered questions and
took note of points raised that
included:
l Inadequate Communication
l Incomplete Diversion plans
l The excessively long period
for the planned closure of
Queens rd.
The works include the addition of a pumping station into the
twin mains that run between
Desborough Island and the reser-

voirs on st George’s Hill that
feed the whole area.
Without this addition they
apparently would need to replace
the mains along the whole route
to ensure water supply for
Weybridge with the current and
projected population and water
usage – a potentially much
bigger disturbance across Walton
and Weybridge.
The additional pumping
station will be located in the
grounds adjacent to number two,
oatlands Avenue and new pipes
will connect it to the existing
twin mains in Queens rd near
the Trident Honda site.
Part of the reason for the nineweek planned closure is that
works are planned Monday to
Friday, from 8am to 5pm to
‘minimise disturbance to adjacent properties’.

This plan has been with
surrey Highways since at least
May 2011, yet the open meeting
was only tracked down by asking
DC Leisure at Elmbridge if they
had a Weybridge Hall booking
for Veolia Water!
The project manager and contractor manager agreed at the
meeting to:
l Feedback to Veolia and sCC
that information and notice on
this project has been inadequate.
l reconsider the planned diver-

sion routes – particularly to consider west of Haynes Bridge and
the area south of Brooklands.
l Consider options that would
reduce the time that Queens rd
would be closed.
They said they will advise
Weybridge society when these
points had been addressed. see
our website for updates.
Weybridge society members
are advised to contact Veolia
Water on: 0845 782 3333 to comment on the plans and request

Core Strategy is ‘found sound’
“The Elmbridge Core Strategy
has been found sound”.
That is the conclusion of the
Inspector, Mary Travers, BA
(Hons), DipTP, MPTPI, who was
appointed by the secretary of
state for Communities and Local
Government, and submitted her
report in full, on June 13, 2011,
following the Examination
Hearings which took place on
March 29 and 30, 2011,
This report may be seen, along
with all the other documentation
on EBC’s website under ‘Core
strategy Development Plan
Document’ at: www.elmbridge.
gov.uk.
The Core strategy sets out a
long-term vision, spatial strategy
and core policies for shaping the
Borough's development up to
2026 and is key to the delivery of
the Elmbridge sustainable community strategy.
The Inspector, in her non-tech-

nical summary, lists a limited
number of changes which were
‘needed to meet legal and statutory requirement’.
All but two of the changes recommended in the report had been
put forward by the Council and all
of them had emerged in response
to points raised or suggestions
discussed during the examination.
The changes do not alter the thrust
of the Council’s overall strategy,
which is now binding.
Members will remember that
Weybridge society, through a public town forum, and very detailed
and time consuming work by the
Planning Panel, represented the
society at the Examination
Hearings (raymond spary, Geoff
Banks and Peter White, Joint
Chairs, Planning Panel) as reported in your last newsletter, summer
2011.
It is gratifying that as a result of
the society’s comments and their

input at the Hearings that:l The policy remains to fully
maintain the green belt/green
infrastructure and not build on it as
some developers might like.
l Definition of these green assets
is much improved.
l Policies of sustainable development will now apply to virtually
all new development.
l The plan will now be to build
slightly fewer dwellings.
l Because of a fairer distribution
among Elmbridge settlements
Weybridge no longer has the
highest allocation of new
dwellings.
l The principles and practice of
suDs (sustainable urban drainage
systems) which currently apply to
larger developments will in future
apply to all developments no
matter what their size.
The final document came into
operation on August 1, 2011.

improvements
– more info may
be available on www.veolia
water.co.uk /customerzone.
A spokesperson from slate
boutique in Queens road said:
“From Monday, August 15, a
section of the Queens road will
be closed to vehicles, I am hoping that my request for the signs
to have on “shops still open” or
something similar will happen,
but in case it doesn't and just so
you know all the shops along
the Queens road and york road
parades will be open during this
period – it may even be easier to
park as there will be no through
traffic!”
Members are urged to support
Queens road shops over this
period, as too many of our muchloved shops are disappearing
from our high streets.

A lazy, hazy, sunny day!

Weybridge Society Summer Party was a great success – Pages 4-5

l The next meeting of Weybridge Society will be held on
Wednesday, 10 October 2011 at 8 pm in the large hall of
St James’ Parish Centre (please note for this venue parking is in
Churchfields Road car park) The guest speaker will be
Richard Norris, who will give an illustrated talk entitled
‘THE LIFE AND WORKS OF WALTER GEORGE TARRANT’
Walter Tarrant was a builder, who in 1911 purchased 964
acres of land which was to become the famous St George’s
Hill estate. He also built many finely crafted homes, not only
on the hill, but in nearby Byfleet and Pyrford.
This promises to be a fascinating insight into the work of this
remarkable man – a talk not to be missed. Members free –
Carolyn Pennycook/Ray Spary Non-members £3.00. All are welcome, maybe bring a friend.

www.weybridgesociety.org.uk or write to us at: Weybridge Society, PO Box 492, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 8WX
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UPDATE: Weybridge Hall

Your new logo?

Dear Members,
You may have noticed the new
logo for Weybridge Society on
the front page of your last
newsletter. Well, after favourable
feedback from members we
have repeated it for this
Autumn issue.
Do you like it? Let us know. Send your comments
by email to me at:
newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Kevin Walker, newsletter editor

Bush administration?
VOLunteeRS from the WS
transport Panel, Sustrans and
elmbridgeCycle.org recently
cleared the public footpath
leading to Brooklands from
Weybridge Station.
the path had become overgrown with brambles, nettles,
Himalayan Balsam and overhanging branches. the path

(including the new section under
Seven Arches Bridge) was
becoming an obstacle course for
walkers and cyclists. in 2 sessions before the elmbridge
cycling event at Brooklands a
brush cutter was used to clear
the worst stretches.
Tony Palmer

www.weybridgesociety.org.uk

Committee list
Chairman: Barry Judd
13 Barham Close KT13 9PR
853895
chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Vice Chair & Footpaths: Richard Marshall
12 Churchfields Avenue KT13 9YA
849513
vice.chairman@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Treasurer: Margaret Wicks
treasurer@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Secretary: Carolyn Pennycook
Redstairs Brooklands Rd KT13 0QZ
848244
secretary@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Membership: Maggie Alderman
8 Melrose Road KT13 8UP
843344
membership@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Distribution: Anne Lindsay
Splash Wey Meadows KT13 8XY
854204
distribution@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Planning Weybridge N&S: Raymond Spary
Shambles Round Oak Rd KT13 8HT
888214
planning.chair@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Planning, Oatlands: Geoff Banks
planning.oatlands@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Planning, St Georges: Peter White
planning.stgeorges@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Transport: Dave Arnold
transport@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Events: Annette Davies
11 Churchill Drive KT13 9HE
844664
events@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Minutes: Trevor Tarring
Robin Hill Brooks Close KT13 0LX
843428
minutes@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Marketing: Joe Hall
242 Brooklands Road KT13 ORD
859595
marketing@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Education: Stephen Beaumont
education@weybridgesociety.org.uk
Robin Clarke
Newsletter Editor: Kevin Walker
newsletter@weybridgesociety.org.uk

A

meeting was called
at elmbridge Borough
Council (eBC) with
just 24 hours notice
and held on July 12.
Here is a summary of what was
said. those present were: Robert
moran, Chair, eBC; John
O’Reilly, Leader; glen Dearlove,
ian Burrows and Jan Fuller eBC;
graham Winton, Friends of
Weybridge Hall (FOWH); trevor
tarring, Weybridge Society
(WS).
RM said he felt we had
reached outline agreement at the
last meeting for a tripartite management of the Hall involving
eBC, DC Leisure and the community through FOWH and WS.
eBC had been concerned there
was not the demand for two halls
in Weybridge.
GW said he was surprised at
this assessment, especially as the
promised consultation had not
taken place.
RM said some users of the
Hall were suspicious of the
motives for the consultation and
refused to be consulted. it is now
eBC’s position that they will not
seek to maintain a link between
the Hall and the Day Centre.

they also intend to continue the
contract with DCL but ensure
they live up to their obligations
for maintenance, bookings etc.
TT asked what would be the
relationship between the community and DC and was told it
would be via eBC.
RM said eBC wanted a formal agreement with FOWH/WS
on one sheet of A4 setting out
success criteria. there would be
joint promotion of use of the Hall
leading to a secure long term
future. He expected the community’s input to be mainly time and
energy. in principle eBC is ready
to make the investment shown to
be necessary by the community
input.
GW said DCL don’t even
have a computerised booking
system. He was told they have
plans for a new brochure and online booking by year-end. gW
said they should report back on
progress.
GW raised max Clifford’s
interest; it was agreed it is still
early to press him for specific
action.
RM said eBC need a week or
so to inform ward councillors,
after which they would prepare a

statement which should eliminate
doubt about the Hall’s future. it
would be a statement of policy.
JO said we should create an
atmosphere
of
unbridled
optimism and give assurances
about the year ahead. DCL
should be given a detailed specification of what they should do
for the Hall. All concerned needed a meeting on site.
the clock issue was raised and
GD said it would be done ‘within
days’.
JF offered to meet the
community representatives at the
Hall and gW drew attention to an
Old Folks tea party on July 21 at
2pm when we could see the Hall
(and its broken stove) in operation. ian Burrows will also attend.
tt can go, but more WS representation
would
be
valuable.
RM said we would then need
an agreed press release
GD said Adult education
should be given the firm booking
they need. (tt had pointed out
they won’t book without certainty of a year ahead).
there will be a further meeting
of the group in September.

Trevor Tarring

Is this the end of chicanery?
The WeYbRiDGe Society
Transport Panel congratulates
Surrey County Council
highways for the sensible
action of removing the
dangerous chicanes on
Oatlands Drive A3050
between Oatlands and Walton
bridge.
The chicanes were introduced as part of a whole safety
schemes some years ago but

have been subject to criticism
by cyclists as they force
vehicles to converge on cyclists
in a potentially dangerous
way.
Retaining the pedestrian
islands and cycle paths, that
have contributed so much to
an improved safety situation
for pedestrians and cyclists,
gives the best chance to maintain the safety standards on

this road. These benefits are
unaffected by removing the
chicanes. We suggest that, to
further improve safety standards on this busy road, the
intermittent stretches of cycle
lane should be joined when
the road markings are next
done and speed cameras be
introduced when funds
permit.

Tony Palmer

If we could turn back time
gOOD news! it must be more
than three years ago that i started this campaign by contacting
Cllr. glen Dearlove (whose
‘local money’ along with other
ward councillors, paid for the
clock). He said that it wasn’t his
responsibility any more.
Weybridge Society gave £120

(or similar) at the time to help
with the clock maintenance –
which apparently was never
maintained, according to Smiths
records. Fortunately, i asked gD
to provide information and
photo for the museum archive –
so i had details of who put up
the clock – and i made contact

with Smiths of Derby, thenpassed it all on to Joe Hall, the
rest is history! And what a good
outcome. Does Freedom of
information make it possible to
find out how much it actually
cost the council to have the
work done, i wonder!

carolyn Pennycook

Diary Dates
l SaTurday 22 OcTOber 2011 Quiz Night and
supper 7.15 pm at the christ the Prince of Peace
church Hall, Portmore Way, Weybridge.
Tickets £12.50 each from the Parish Office
01932 842 643 in aid of the Sam Beare
Hospice Raffle and cash bar. Come along on
your own or bring a table of 8. All welcome.
The event is organised by The Catholic
Church in Weybridge.
l SaTurday 29 OcTOber, 2011:
RNLI Jazz Supper in Sir William Perkins’s
School, Chertsey
Following October 2009’s very successful and
exciting Jazz Supper, another melodic evening
is being arranged with a quintet featuring the

young Greek tenor saxophonist Vasilis
Xenopoulos, together with Ed Benstead, a fine
trumpet/flugelhorn player, backed by the
Malcolm Cliff Trio. Tickets sold in advance
only, will be available with fish & chip supper
at £15 or music only at £10. For bookings call
Carole Merritt on 01932 845 174.
l WedNeSday, 10 OcTOber 10, 2011: at 8pm
St James’ Parish centre, The Life and Works of
Walter George Tarrant. The guest speaker will be
Mr. Richard Norris who will give an illustrated
talk about Walter Tarrant, a builder who in
1911 purchased 964 acres of land which is
now known as St George’s Hill Estate.
Members free -- Non-members £3.00
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There is
life after
work
ElMBRIDGE University of the
Third Age (U3A) Open Day –
Weybridge October 14.

Twice a year Elmbridge
U3A organise ‘Open
Days’ in different parts
of Elmbridge, to enable
residents to find out
more about the work of
Elmbridge U3A.
The next ‘Open Day’
will be on Friday,
October 14, from 2 to 4
pm in the Church Hall
of the Roman Catholic
Church, Christ the
Prince of Peace, in
Portmore Way,
Weybridge.
All are welcome and
many of the Group
Leaders will be there to
discuss the work of
their groups. Admission
is free and tea and
coffee will be available.
The University of the
Third Age is a national
organisation with over
800 individual U3As
and a total membership
of over 270,000 spread
throughout the UK. Its
objective is to provide
men and women who
are no longer in gainful
full-time employment
with the opportunity to
join like-minded people
in a variety of activities
and interests at
minimal cost
Elmbridge U3A has
over 900 members
throughout the
Borough and the
surrounding area with
over 80 Interest and
Study Groups.
The annual subscription is £10 per person
(£15 if you join after 31
August to cover until
end of 2012) and as a
member you can join as
many groups as you
wish,, the majority at
no extra cost, subject to
there being vacancies in
those that you choose.
On the first
Wednesday of most
months there is a talk
in Mole Hall, West
Molesey. On October
5th the talk will be by
Terry Johnson on ‘The
Profumo Scandal’
More information
about Elmbridge U3A
can be found on our
website
www.u3asites.org.uk/
elmbridge.
To enquire about
membership please
phone 020 8398 6463

Maggie Alderman
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The Weybridge Art Society

Bringing quality art and creative talent to our community

F

or over 70 years
the Weybridge
Art Society has
celebrated the
creative talents of artists
in and around our community. originally the
brainchild of renowned
local architect Norman
West, it survived the second world war and has
lived through many local
changes.
Now the society is
storming into the 21st
century – offering unique,
high quality art to local
residents and enthusiasts
alike, through its twice
yearly exhibitions and
brand new website.
When Mr West established the society originally conceived by his
father before the war, he
insisted on a benchmark
of quality right from the
start. unlike others, its
committee has always
operated a stringent member selection process to
ensure high standards of
work.
Former
Chairman
Pauline Norman fondly
remembers the challenge
of ‘squeezing through
Norman's selection committee after trying at least
twice’ before she went on
to have work accepted by
the royal Academy,
amongst others. Such
exemplary criteria are
still a mainstay of the
organisation's philosophy.
In recent years new
leadership and membership has enriched the
vibrancy and range of artwork, as well as the society’s contribution to the
Weybridge community.

YOUR SHOUT!

Morrisons, we were a bit
shocked to read about Morrisons
in the local paper. Although we
are not members of either club I
have looked at the website of the
Bowling Club and it appears very
active; the Services and Social
club also appears active and as
both offer community activities
contributing to social cohesion I
would be opposed to a Morrisons
‘buy out’.
Do we need another supermarket
in the town? Waitrose provides
most things and there is a large
Tesco in Brooklands.
ElEAnOR BUTlER
l Do you agree with Eleanor?
Let us know your view on this
or any other subject that
affects Weybridge
www.weybridgesociety.org.uk

Debra Singh with The Mayor of Elmbridge, Cllr John Sheldon buying
raffle tickets in support of the Sam Beare Hospice the recent Spring
exhibition held by The Weybridge Art Society

Embracing a variety of
disciplines
including
painting, drawing, sculpture,
mixed
media
and photography, the
Weybridge Art Society is
enjoying a growing
following of visitors at its
twice-yearly exhibitions.
Buyers, enthusiasts and
local residents enjoy
eclectic displays in the
pleasing surroundings of
the Walton riverhouse
Barn
(Spring)
and
Weybridge
Library
(Autumn). The quality of
the work has even enticed
the former and current
Mayors of Elmbridge,

Councilors Nigel Cooper,
James Vickers and John
Sheldon,
who
have
graced private views on
many occasions, delighting in the wide variety of
pieces available.
Current Chairman Kate
Merrigan is proud of
recent achievements. The
funding of new hanging
screens by Surrey County
Council in 2009 has
transformed the hall at
Weybridge Library into a
spacious, visually stimulating layout. More
recently, funding from the
rosebriars Trust has
launched members’ work

into cyberspace with a
new website provided by
local web development
agency Alphynweb.
The introduction of a
“members by invitation”
policy ensures the continuing quality of exhibited
work. An active recruitment drive has increased
the variety of artists on
board by 50%, enabling
exhibition visitors to
cherry pick their favourite
pieces to adorn their
homes and workplaces.
Not just a membership
organisation, the society
actively seeks to support
the Weybridge community. It has recently adopted
the Sam Beare Hospice as
its chosen charity and
holds raffles at its exhibitions to fundraise for this
excellent cause.
Mrs
Merrigan
is
passionate about the role
of the Weybridge Art
Society in bringing artists
together, She said: “It
really does show what
can be achieved at local
level, on the basis
that excellence attracts
excellence.
“We are unique because
of our collective commitment to supporting our
local community, and to
producing outstanding
and original work”.
l The next exhibition
takes place at Weybridge
Library from the 19th to
the 28th November. Visit
the website – www.wey
bridgeartsociety.com – or
contact Chairman Kate
Merrigan at:
kate
merrigan_@hotmail.com
to find out more.
Amy Hatton

Donations from Weybridge Society
1st WEYBRIDGE (BROOKlAnDS’ OWn)
SCOUT GROUP

Your committee decided that support should be given to one of the
oldest, if not THE oldest Scout
Groups in the country – especially
as it is here in Weybridge. Their
Scout Hut in Springfield Lane (off
Baker Street) – is in a very parlous
state, and desperately needs
renovating.
Weybridge Male Voice Choir
held a concert on 16 July especially
to raise funds – and Weybridge
Society decided that the cause was
one that we should support too.
A while ago we were left a legacy through the will of Arthur
Kirkpatrick, to be used for young
people and educational purposes,

and it was decided to donate £500 to
1st Weybridge.
We understand that this will be
used primarily to help
renovate the kitchen area.
ST JAMES’ CHURCH WEYBRIDGE,
ORGAn APPEAl

MEMBErS may remember that
when the Korean Presbyterian
Church (originally St Charles
Borromeo Church) in Heath road
was campaigning for funds to help
conserve this Grade II* listed building, Weybridge Society made a
donation.
Your committee felt it was
important that such a significant historic building in our town should be
preserved.
Now St James’ Church organ

needs renovation – and again your
committee decided that it would be
appropriate to contribute to the
appeal fund.
St James’ is an iconic building in
Weybridge, and it too is Grade II*
listed – often the first significant
building people see on entering out
town, its graceful 150ft tower visible
from many vantage points.
We were fortunate to be allowed
to use the church for our Town
Forum, and the organ is used for
many events, both religious and
secular.
Your committee decided to
donate £250 to the organ appeal
fund
Carolyn Pennycook
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Weybridge Society Splash out, socialise and raise money
M
for Sam Beare Hospice at their annual Summer party
ore than 80 members and
guests enjoyed a fantastic
afternoon in the riverside garden of members Anne and ray
Lindsay – with amazing weather, delicious
food and the usual high standard of music
provided by ray Lindsay and his talented
jazz band friends.
Society chairman, Barry Judd
welcomed all present and introduced Nigel
Harding the new Chief executive of the
Woking and Sam Beare Hospices.
Nigel kindly agreed to draw the raffle
(proceeds of which were to go Sam Beare
as agreed at the Society’s AGM, to support their vital work).
once all the expenses had been totalled
up, the resulting donation to the Hospice
was just over £400 of which £300 coming
from the raffle and the rest from profit
raised on ticket sales.

Thank You!

WEYBRIDGE

Above and below, familiar faces get together in the
afternoon shade by the riverbank

The food tent was a great success and Carolyn and Tony Pennycook did a fantastic
job of feeding over 80 members; left, The Society sculpture rests by the riverbank

Thames-side Festival 2010
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Weybridge Society Chairman, Barry Judd and Sam Beare’s Nigel Harding draw the raffle; below, Society members wait for
their lucky numbers to be called there were many prizes donated by local businesses.

Our thanks are due to the
following businesses for their
generosity in giving raffle prizes, and
to our member Helen Mills
who donated one of her original paintings of Weybridge to the raffle.
The Vine King, Queens Road; Church
Pharmacy, Queens Road; The Kitchen
Shop, Ship Yard; Weybridge Books,
Church Street; Lloyds Roberts
Opticians, Church Street; The Dermal
Lounge, Church Street; Fig boutique,
Church Street; The Linen Room, Baker
Street; Scarlets, Baker Street;
Jacqui’s, Baker Street; Obsessions,
Church Street; Dandini, Church Street;
and Fleurs Amanda, Baker Street.

Younger members James and William Hextall,
aged nine and eight, scooped two prizes in the
raffle. Although one was strictly for mum.

Thanks are also due to Annette
Davies, who with her team of helpers
again provided a very enjoyable and
memorable event.

Members relax and chat in the shade as the sun turns up the heat in the cloudless sky above
Pictures: Kevin Walker
Illustrations: Sheridan Holloway

Bonnets and parasols brave the midday sun as members catch up on the past year’s events
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Planning applications
This information is
summarised from the
Weybridge Society
Planning Panel’s records,
it is up-to-date at the time
of writing and we hope
that it is a true
representation of the
committee’s opinions.

From the left, Portmore Dental Practice; the signage at Churchfield House and Weybridge Hall still has an uncertain future – see page 2

Photos BY Ray Spary

Oatlands Park

Weybridge North & South
Unit 4 St. Martins Court York rd.
(2008/2751 & 2009/1664,1665
2011/0551,0553,5440,6011)
The latest two applications are for
a building comprising 4 flats and a
drinking establishment. The
Weybridge Society objected to
this latest attempt to overdevelop
the site and supported local
residents who did not want another drinking establishment in the
area. These refused applications
are now subject to appeals.
Churchfield House (Adult
Education Centre) (2009/1319,
2299, 2010/1410,1411,
2011/0732)
The latest designs for the signs
which are to be placed on the outside of this listed building have
been discussed by the owners,
Weybridge Conservation
Committee and Weybridge
Society and have now been permitted.

were minor and it appears that
they will be overcome in the latest
application.
A more suitable application, to
replace the house with two
detached houses, has been withdrawn.
Eastlands Brooklands Lane
(2011/0748)
An application to add a dormer
window and pitched roof to this
locally listed building was supported by the Planning Panel, as it
was considered that it would
improve the building and this
application has now been
approved.

Portmore Dental Practice 4
Balfour Rd
(2006/2047,2007/1838,1840 &
1859, 2011/0460))
This house has been included in
the Weybridge conservation Area
because it is considered to be a
significant late 19th century building.
22 Mayfield Road (2010/1688,
The latest application, which pro2011/0374,5627)
posed building on the car park
The Inspector supported the
refusal of an earlier application for and changing the existing building
into five flats has now been
a detached two storey building
refused. The Planning Panel supwith additional rooms in the roof
space containing 6 flats and base- ported local residents in objecting
to a totally unsuitable building on
ment parking. Unfortunately the
the car park, but had no objection
Inspector’s reasons for refusal

St Georges Hill
Fencing Depot
Redhill Road.
2011/0026
This application to relocate the
fencing depot into Redhill Rd.
was refused by the Council
in view of it’s location within the
Green Belt.

Lincoln Court
Old Avenue
2011/5485
An application has been submitted to demolish the current block
of flats and
build 8 new houses and three
flats.
We have objected to the application as we feel the proposed
building is too large and high

to the existing
building being converted
into flats.
54 Church Street (2011/0326/7)
This is a significant listed building
in the Conservation Area. The
application is to replace some
rather poor showcases in front of
the building. The Planning Panel
would support the replacement of
these showcases, but does not
support the
proposed design which
features 6 or 7 tall illuminated
cases. The application has been
refused.
Temple Market
(2011/5280)
This planning application proposed a 13.8 metre Dual User
Mobile phone mast in the form of
a Street Pole with an apparatus
cabinet. This type of application
is assumed to be permitted, as
there is a technical requirement
for a specified number of these
masts to cover the area for the
latest type of mobile phone. Your
Planning Panel objected to this
application because of its position,
just in front of the War Memorial.
We are pleased to report that
Elmbridge Council agreed and the
application was refused.
Ray Spary
and will dominate this prominent
corner position with Gower
Road.
3-13 Brooklands Road
2011/6022
Another application has been
submitted to redevelop this site
to create three blocks of three
houses. Planning
permission has previously been

The Hall, Vale Road (2010/2725)
This is an application for a building containing 4 small flats, to
replace the present building. The
new building takes better account
of the sloping nature of the site.
The application was permitted in
February.
Land at 18-22, Barham Close
(2010/0584)
This is an application for the
extension of permission
2007/2864 for three terraces of
four three storey houses, for a
further three years. The application was refused in May and has
subsequently been taken to
appeal, the outcome of which is
awaited.
Land at Beechcroft Manor
(2011/0782)
This application is for a terrace of
three storey houses set in the
slope down to Broadwater lake.
This follows the refusal of a similar application in 2010. The new
application was refused, because
it would materially detract from
the setting of the historic
Oatlands Park.
Land at the junction of
Berkeley Court and Oatlands
Drive (2011/5429)
An application to erect a mobile
phone mast on the grass verge at
this junction was refused in June.
Geoff Banks
granted to build six semi
detached houses on the site
(2007/2208)
We believe this latest
application for three large buildings is far too cramped for the
site and the elevations onto
Brooklands Road do not fit into
the character of the street
scene.
Peter White

Progress with new public open space in Churchfields Avenue
In APRIl 2010 the
Council gave planning
permission to the
owners of the former
Wallop School for four
new houses on 30% of
the old school playing
field. This approval was
conditional on giving
the remaining 70%
of the land to the
Council to be a public

open space.
The land is adjacent
to the Churchfields
Recreation Ground.
So far, about 50% of
the land has already
been planted with trees,
shrubs and wildflowers,
and a further 20%
(at present used as
temporary parking for
builders’ equipment) will

be added by the end of
the year.
Public access will
then be given, and the
footpath behind the
whole site will then be
widened by a 3-metre
verge.
The Council leisure
Department will maintain this new parkland.
On policy issues

about maintenance, our
planning panel can
channel members’
comments to the
Council, for example on
the question of access
for dogs only on leads.
In general this extra
space will reduce pressure on the much-used
Recreation Ground.
The Government has

proposed that there
should be a new national
designation for spaces of
special public value, in
order to counter fears of
loss of town and village
greens, and in due
course these parks may
be further protected by a
registration process.
Richard Marshall
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DID YOU KNOW? The literary institute

D

o yoU recognise
the building in
this old sepia
photograph on the
right? It was taken at its
opening on 1 February 1873.
It is in Church Street,
Weybridge, and was the gift
of the Hon. Peter Locke King
(father of Hugh Locke King
of Brooklands fame) to the
Weybridge
Mutual
Improvement Society and
Literary Institute founded in
the 1860s.
This village society had a
poetry circle, an historical
group, literary discussion
group, amateur dramatic
group and ‘anyone above the
class of labourer could join’,
it then became the popular
social meeting point of
the Weybridge village
community.
It is reported that, at the
opening ceremony, the

Room for improvement: The hall donated to the Weybridge Mutual
Improvement Society in 1873 by the Honorable Peter Locke King

assembled company was told
that the building and associated activities ‘allowed the
working class to extricate
themselves from the demoralisation of public houses’.
The Weybridge volunteer
Fire Brigade started through
its activities, as did ultimately,
Weybridge Museum.
The Weybridge Fire

Brigade used the Hall from its
foundation in 1874 until the
building of the Fire Station in
Balfour road in 1881
(demolished several years
ago).
Weybridge
Museum’s
roots may be traced to the
exhibition of arts and crafts
and ‘relics of old Weybridge’
held at the hall in 1874 – and

repeated at intervals until in
1906 (then the exhibition was
held in the bigger Holstein
Hall – now demolished) when
the suggestion was made to
open a permanent museum –
and this was achieved in 1909
– and it continues today as the
museum for the whole borough, Elmbridge Museum –
still in Church Street, above
the Library.
The Literary Institute Hall
was
home
to
the
Constitutional Club from
1900, and is now the
Conservative Club.
l Information from archives
at Elmbridge Museum, and
‘A Window on Weybridge’
by DM & JL Barker.
Photograph by courtesy of
Elmbridge Museum, part of
Elmbridge Borough
Council’s Leisure & Cultural
Services Division.
Carolyn Pennycook

Keeping our finger on the pulse of planning
EvEry six months the
Elmbridge planning department
invites the Weybridge Society,
along with other Elmbridge community associations, the police
and developers, to the Elmbridge
Town Planning User Group, to
hear about the latest town planning issues and to exchange
views.
This is a valuable forum for us
to keep up-to-date and to make
our views known.
The latest meeting was in July
and focused on the impact of the
Core Strategy which replaces the
current planning policies from
August 1.
These updated policies are

designed to embrace economic
growth whilst protecting the
Green Belt.
All members of the
Weybridge Society are urged to
read the document, which is on
Elmbridge Borough Council’s
website.
The meeting heard how
Elmbridge would achieve a minimum target of 3375 new
dwellings in the next 15 years,
including 1150 affordable
homes, as well as meet other
important requirements.
As a result four key policies
were highlighted:
l The minimum density
requirement is being increased

FoLLoWING on from the recent olympic
Time Trial cycle event which tore through
Weybridge in the blink of an eye, still fresh
in everyone’s mind, George James, a member of the Society’s Transport Panel, is the
inspiration behind the Elmbridge Cycle
Group which is run by cyclists for cyclists.
To quote from their leaflet ‘We care
about everything cycle related in
Elmbridge.
We keep an eye on what’s going on in
the Borough by liaison with the authorities.’
The group ‘provide maps and information about good cycle routes in the area and
run regular bike rides that are suitable for
all ….’ Their goal ‘is to encourage cycling
in Elmbridge and to ensure that you can
safely enjoy using your bike in the borough’ and their aspiration is for ‘Elmbridge
to have first class provision for cyclists’.
l To find out more, and to join (free!) go
to: www.elmbridgecycle.org or visit:
www.elmbridgecycle.org. Many of the regular cycle rides start in Weybridge – so
‘Get on your bike!’

to achieve the housing target
(ref. in the Core Strategy CS17)
l The policies for town centres
are to be more flexible (CS18)
l The rules for affordable housing are to change so that all
developments contribute either
cash or one affordable unit for
every 5 built (CS21). This is a
major change from the current
policy.
l Sustainable building policies
are extended (CS27). At present
Elmbridge has one of the highest carbon footprints in the
country.
The Council is also looking at
the best way of funding the
impact of the planned growth on

infrastructure, and the Weybridge
Society is participating in this
consultation.
Finally there was a presentation on how the new Elmbridge
Design and Character study
would underpin the Core
Strategy by protecting the local
character of the Elmbridge communities and encourage high
quality and sympathetic design in
future development. The document will be available for public
consultation this autumn, and we
will be looking at it closely following our earlier detailed input.
We welcome the community
involvement in this study.
Robin Clarke

On your bike!
Above: The recent
Olympic Time Trial
event tears
through Oatlands
Drive;
Left, Graham
Winton, Mary
Sheldon the
Mayoress of
Elmbridge,
Councillor John
Sheldon the Mayor
of Elmbridge,
George James
attend a recent
Elmbridge Cycle
Group event

Fright at the
Museum 2
Museum
1in theElmbridge
exposes the skeletons
Borough’s closet

with an exhibition which
runs until November 2,
2011.
Allegedly, adulterers,
murderers, tricksters, bad
boys and even ghosts
roamed the Borough’s
streets in days gone by.
‘Elmbridge Exposed’
reveals all in an entertaining series of displays.
Discover the area’s dirtiest secrets, including: the
Lord who cheated at
cards the ghost of
Portmore Park and the
cash for honours scandal.
The Museum is also
entering an exciting
new era where its services will be redefined to
make them more accessible, relevant and cost
effective to the community.
Following the decision
at Cabinet on 8 June, the
Museum will now
embark on an exciting
18-month project to:
l Develop new, key
museum policies to
shape the future direction
of the Museum;
l Carry out a collections
review of all artifacts
against the new Museum
policies;
l Identify the most suitable location for a future
museum store, once the
make up of the final collection is known.
l Move towards providing access to the collections through imaginative
online, outreach and inhouse programmes.
The first stage of
developing the new
museum policies has
been completed by working closely with a wide
range of Museum stakeholders who, through a
consultation day, helped
to define and shape the
new policies.
The Museum
Development Plan is an
ambitious long-term
project that will bring the
services provided by the
Museum alive and
reaches wider into the
community.

2

l Elmbridge Museum
Church Street, Weybridge,
KT13 8DE. Open weekdays
(except Thursday) from 11am
to 5pm and Saturdays from
10am to 1pm and 2pm to 5pm.
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Caring and sharing and learning together
The Weybridge Children’s Centre – ‘A Sure Start for All’ has gone from strength to strength

T

HE CEnTRE has
been operational
from the converted bowls pavilion
on Churchfield Road for
one year now and a great
birthday celebration took
place on the 9th of July.
The aim of a children’s
centre is to bring together
services for 0 to fiveyear-olds and their
carers; we offer advice
and support regarding
early education, childcare, health, parenting
and more. The activities
are carefully planned to
make sure the service
offer reflects the requirements of the area; for
instance an eight-week
post natal course is
offered to all first time
mums and dads.
This course was not
previously available and
parents find it invaluable.
On Saturday mornings
the centre is open from
9am to midday and a
parenting course is
delivered every term in
the evening so that all
parents and carers who

Left: Centre staff Katie, Helena,
Yvette, Daphne, Sarah and
Davoud celebrate the centre’s
first birthday with ‘In the Night
Garden’ characters Iggle Piggle
and Upsy Daisy and many visitors.

work during the week
can access the service.
The centre is open
from 9am to 4pm every
day during the week, 48
weeks a year.
The multi sensory

‘Snoezelen’ room is
regularly used for relaxation and is particularly
enjoyed by the little
ones. Many agencies
work together to offer a
holistic service to local

families with 0 to fiveyear-old children;
Health Visitors and
Midwives work from the
centre every week to
carry out antenatal, post
natal and developmental

checks. So far over 450
local families have
registered with the centre
and have benefitted from
the service; this number
grows every week.
It is important that the
children’s centre team is
informed about what
parents would like to see
included and therefore
the team is keen to
receive feedback.
l For more information
on the Weybridge Sure
Start Children’s Centre
call: 01932 300 106 or
0782 4995 202 or you
can visit our website:
www.weybrigdecc.org
for further information
about our services and a
detailed overview of our
programme. The team
welcomes visitors so
please come in to see us.

Daphne Sohl, Centre Leader

Award for Weybridge
boat moorings

The Weybridge Society would like to offer their
congratulations to the Environment Agency in
being awarded a Commendation in the Design
and Construction Category of this year’s
Waterways Renaissance Awards, run by the
Waterways Trust, for their new 24-hour Boat
Moorings on the Thames waterfront at
Weybridge. These were being constructed last
year and were used in the very successful
Riverside Festival held last September. Tony
Davis, lead member of our Thames Gate-wey
Panel says Weybridge Society have still more
campaigning to do to complete our aspirations for
our very important riverside, but this is a welcome recognition of the work done so far by the
Environment Agency.

Good news for Walton
Lane riverside car park
The new completed
24-hour boat moorings at Weybridge,
just ring the bell for
the ferry across to
Shepperton

Picture by
Carolyn Pennycook

AS PART of their commitment to help us
improve the riverside environment, the Leisure
and Cultural Services Division of Elmbridge
Borough Council promised some time ago that
they would improve the condition of this car park
when money and circumstances permitted. We
are pleased to see that the car park received a
new surface in early June, that has
substantially improved it, and thanks are due to
the Council for fulfilling their promise.

l This Newsletter is designed and edited by Kevin Walker and relies entirely on contributions from Weybridge Society members. Do you have an article or view
you would like to share for inclusion in the next newsletter? Maybe you or your friends are involved in a local activity that may be of interest to our members.
Email your contribution with photos if possible to: walkerman2000@mac.com. Starting with WS in the header field
Printed by McLellan Printing, Island Farm Avenue, West Molesey, Surrey KT8 2RG www.info@mclellanprint.com 020 8979 6099

