Report of visit to Environment Agency’s presentation at Staines Community Centre on 1 October 2009, to view the flood alleviation plans for the Lower Thames Flood Risk Management Strategy.

This draft strategy, which it is anticipated will cost in the region of £300m, whilst not promising to stop the risk of flooding will it is hoped be helpful in reducing the risk and impact of flooding.   The programme, if adopted, will be implemented over a period of several years.

In conversation with a member of EA Staff it was explained that the first part of the strategy to be implemented would be the improvements to the weirs, as these were Environment Agency property, and as such did not need planning or other permissions.  However the implementation of the proposed flood diversion channels (50 – 60 m wide) to be created between Datchet and Shepperton to take flood water would require planning permission, and might also lead to public enquiries, and could therefore take years to implement.

Our interest in the scheme, apart from the expected benefits to homes and businesses within the Lower Thames Flood Risk area was how it might impinge upon Weybridge, and flooding from the River Wey Navigation.  From the maps on display it appeared that the diverted water entering from the Chertsey to Shepperton would join the Thames just north east of D’Oyly Carte island, not far from the points where the Wey Navigation and original course of the River Wey also enter the Thames.   It was explained that as the flood flow of water from the Wey was always less than the volume flood flow of the Thames, flood water from the Wey would enter the Thames in advance of the major flood flow coming down the Thames from Oxford, and should therefore have gone before the Thames at Weybridge/Shepperton was in full flood.  It was also stated that the flooding in the Wey catchment area only lasted for about two days, before draining away. This would be in plenty of time to miss the mass of water coming down the Thames which takes several days to reach Weybridge!  We mentioned the ‘bund’ which had been proposed for the part of the Wey Navigation from the bridge to Thames Lock, and it was confirmed that this was no longer being pursued. We wonder if the strategy will make any significant difference to the Weybridge flood risk from the Wey?

In answer to a query as to whether the new strategy had taken the ‘new’ Walton bridge into account, the answer was no. This seemed strange to us since there are proposed new flood areas adjacent to the Victorian viaduct, and Engine River, and the question of bridge piers impeding the river flow was considered in the design and choice of the bridge we understand.

As far as the Desborough Cut is concerned, it is proposed this should to be widened by 3m – 4m on the right hand side (Walton Lane), as it was felt less trees would be affected, as there was already a wide strip of land (part of the Thames Path and banking) that could be used.   We did not see any comment about if this widening would affect the two bridges to Desborough Island.  It would of course affect the Thames Path, which would presumably have to be re-routed. 

It was explained that a major problem with the whole area – and one for which nothing could be done, was the fact that the base area is gravel.  This means that any water comes up through the ground very easily, making flooding sometimes inevitable, sometimes at points where there is no obvious ‘river’ or ‘stream’.   It was also emphasised that planners and developers should be stringent in not allowing building on the floodplains (something which Weybridge Society has constantly cited in its objections to riverside and floodplain applications).

We feel that the Society should make some comment to the EA, before the consultation period deadline of 4 December 2009, and we urge members (especially of the Planning Panel) to visit one of the other presentations, Oct 6, Mole Hall, Molesey,  Oct 8 Hythe Centre, Egham, Oct 13 St Mary’s Hall, Teddington, 20 October Kingston Grammar School(Theatre) and 27 October, Wraysbury Village Hall all starting at 3 p.m. and finishing at 8 p.m. ( but Mole Hall to 7.30 only)   Copies of the plans are available to view in Weybridge Library, and on the EA website – www.environment-agency.gov.uk/lts
Carolyn & John Pennycook (Secretary and member of Planning Panel,   Weybridge Society, respectively).   

